Police Hall of Fame

It was my privilege to visit the police hall of fame and the fallen officer memorial in October. There in the hollowed rooms were once notorious murders stopped by heroic men and women who place their lives on the line each and every day. 

It seemed that the likes of Baby Faced Nelson and Machine Gun Kelly did not belong in a museum next to the memorial of murdered law enforcement men and women. Yet here along side of the likes of Lee Harvey Oswald, Bonnie and Clyde, Ma Barker and her murdering sons, is a memorial with only names carved in stone. Just outside in case of glass are guns and replicas of instruments that the murders used, their names infamous but in the cold darkened memorial I found there no service revolvers no famous names, no implements of revenge. I found only the names fallen heroes etched in stone.
As a police chaplain the death of an officer for any reason is a great tragedy yet we live in a time that those who protect us are being slaughtered without provocation. Recently we had an office murdered in just such a way. The following are a couple of excerpts posted by KING5 TV and Associated Press 
SEATTLE - A veteran Seattle police officer was fatally shot Saturday night as he and a rookie officer sat in their patrol car in the Central District.

Assistant Police Chief Jim Pugel said the two officers were sitting in a patrol car parked at the intersection, discussing a routine traffic stop. The rookie officer, Britt Sweeney, 33, was sitting in the driver's seat; her trainer, Brenton, was in the passenger seat.

Pugel said a car pulled up alongside the patrol car and someone inside opened fire. Sweeney ducked, and a bullet grazed her back. She called for help and returned fire, Pugel said. Sweeney, who was grazed by a bullet, managed to return fire as the car backed away and fled the scene.

"From everything that we understand, the car literally pulled up alongside the parked patrol car and began shooting," said Pugel. "So it was without warning and it was a deliberate homicide."
Let us pray for the wife of Officer Benton and his two children. And let us pray for our nation that we would turn back to our God and that He would rid us of this kind of evil.
