Referee Handbook 

Dated: September 2007

The CFSC Referee Handbook contains all the information necessary for a CFSC official to manage and understand how the CFSC Referee program operates. Contact the Referee Coordinator, if you have any questions about any of the following information. 

If you would like a copy of the Handbook, contact the Cascade Foothills Soccer Club 

You can also find the current Laws of the Game at the FIFA Web Site 

Web Site Links

www.skcsra.org
www.ussoccer.com
www.wasrc.org
www.wasrc.org/clinics
www.fifa.com
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Referee Coordinator 

Purpose 

The Cascade Foothills Soccer Club (CFSC) Referee program is responsible for providing impartial whenever possible, certified Referees to officiate at CFSC sanctioned games. This responsibility includes: 

Scheduling Referees to games 

Recruiting and training new Referees 

Managing the payment of game fees to the proper individuals 

Representing the CFSC with other state and national organizations with respect to Referee issues 

CFSC Referee Program 

The CFSC Referee program is responsible for providing Referees to officiate at all youth home games sanctioned by the CFSC from U7 through U19 ages. CFSC normally assigns center referees from PeeWee thru U10 and center and assistant referee’s (AR) U11 thru U19.

Administrative 

The CFSC has a voicemail system, e-mail address and PO Box to receive and dispense information. 

Mailing List 

The Referees Assignor maintains a current mailing list of all Referees that are participating in the CFSC Referee program. If you do not believe your name is on it or need to correct it, please contact the referee coordinator by e-mail to ensure you are on the referee roster.

Game Pay Schedule 

The 2007 Referee pay schedule for CFSC scheduled matches is: 

	Age
	# a side
	Middle
	Lines

	U05

U06

U07
	3

3

3
	$10.00

$10.00

$10.00
	

	U08
	4
	$15.00
	

	U09
	7
	$20.00
	

	U10
	8
	$20.00
	

	U11
	9
	$30.00
	$20.00

	U12
	11
	$30.00
	$20.00

	U13
	11
	$30.00
	$20.00

	U14
	11
	$30.00
	$20.00

	U15
	11
	$35.00
	$25.00

	U16
	11
	$35.00
	$25.00

	U17
	11
	$35.00
	$25.00

	U19
	11
	$35.00
	$25.00


Checks will be administered every 2 weeks, starting on the 3rd Saturday after jamboree and every 2 weeks there after.

Match reports must be completed prior to receiving payment by CFSC.

Annual USSF Registration 

USSF certification is required before an individual can officiate games for CFSC.

Officials may be grade 9 to officiate up to U10. Grade 8 is required to officiate U11 and higher, either center or lines.
Game Assignment 

When the CFSC game schedules are published, the Referee Coordinator will post the games to South King County Soccer Referee Association (SKCSRA) web site. It is up to the individual referee to be registered with SKCSRA to be able to self-assign games within CFSC. 

Game Management 

Each CFSC Referee is expected to follow the guidelines presented in the FIFA Law Book and do their best to make the match fun for the participants (Players, Coaches, and Sidelines). Every Referee has a slightly different style of Game Management, but a few things should be done at every match. 

Pre Game 

It is appropriate for the Referee to be at the match location no later than 15 minutes prior to the match. Matches for older age groups may even require more time. A partial checklist of activities that should be done before the starting whistle is: 

1. Before departure for the game location, make sure you are in proper uniform with shoes and have a watch, whistle, flags, red/yellow cards, pencil, game reports, a water bottle, and other clothing you may need. 

2. Allow time to properly warm up yourself (stretching, short sprints, etc.) so that you are prepared for immediate physical activity 

3. Inspect the field. Are the lines visible? Nets secured properly? Unsafe surface areas on the pitch? Any other unusual elements on the scheduled field that you should discuss with the teams? 

4. Both teams should undergo an equipment inspection (shin guards, bracelets, necklaces, earrings, arm casts, etc.). The Home team is responsible for “changing” when there is a uniform color clash unacceptable to the Referee (CFSC Operating Procedures). Teams must be on opposite sidelines. 

5. Discuss individually with each Coach or Team Manager the match time limits and any special rules associated with the match. Address the Team’s questions or concerns about the match before the first whistle, not during the match. Make sure and provide your identity (name) to both sidelines. 

6. All District 3 and higher-level matches must have a current roster to present to you prior to the match. 

7. Go over the basic expectations you have with any assistant referee that has been assigned or selected from the sidelines. You are not obligated or required to use Club assistants. If you do use them, they should do no more than indicate that the ball is out of touch (bounds) and, optionally, which direction the throw-in should go. 

8. Identify the team captains and run the coin flip about 5 minutes before the scheduled match start 

9. Complete the top portion of the Referee Game Report 

10. Take your position to begin the game at the scheduled game start 

Basic Law Summary 

Many Referees carry a current FIFA Law Book for the current year. However, the following information has proven to be an aid (summary) of the basic Laws of the games and which types of punishment(s) are appropriate for the various violations of the Laws. 

	Direct Free Kick 
	Indirect Free Kick 
	Caution (Yellow Card) 
	Sent Off (Red Card) 

	Kicks or attempts to kick opponent 
	Plays in a dangerous manner 
	Persistent infringement of laws 
	Serious foul play 

	Trips or attempts to trip opponent 
	Prevents goalkeeper from releasing ball 
	Unsporting Behavior 
	Caution a second time 

	Jumps at opponent 
	Obstructs or impedes the progress of opponent 
	Dissent, by word or action 
	Opportunity to score prevented by handball 

	Charges an opponent 
	Goalkeeper takes more than 4 steps when releasing ball 
	Delays the restart of play 
	Opportunity to score prevented by foul 

	Makes contact with player before touching ball 
	Goalkeeper handles ball after it has been released by him and before another player has touched it 
	Enters or re-enters field without permission 
	Violent conduct 

	Strikes or attempts to strike an opponent 
	Goalkeeper wasting time 
	Required distance needed for kick 
	Language- offensive, insulting or abusive 

	Pushes an opponent 
	Goalkeeper handles ball from throw in by teammate 
	Deliberately leaves the field without the Referee's permission 
	Spitting at another player 

	Handles the ball 
	

	Spits at an opponent 
	

	Holds an opponent 
	


Every Referee must remember the basic Laws and how to properly apply them. If there is one or more rules that you are unsure of, review them in the Law Book prior to the match. 

If you have questions about how to incorporate the local “modifications” to FIFA, don’t hesitate to contact the appropriate CFSC individual (Referee Assignor, VP of Referees, Club Board Member, etc.). 

Local Rules 

You are responsible for knowing which of the local rules apply to the game you are officiating at. To assist you, the following tables show the basic rules that are to be enforced at all CFSC Recreational games: 

	Age
	Duration (half)
	Ball Size
	Playing minimum
	Field size
	# a side
	Goal Size

	U07
	20 min
	3
	50%
	25x35
	3
	5x15

	U08
	20 min
	4
	50%
	35x45
	4
	5x15

	U09
	30 min
	4
	50%
	35x45
	7
	5x15

	U10
	30 min
	4
	50%
	40x70
	8
	8x18

	U11
	30 min
	4
	33%
	40x70+
	9
	8x24

	U12
	30 min
	4
	33%
	60x100
	11
	8x24

	U13
	35 min
	5
	33%
	65x110
	11
	8x24

	U14
	35 min
	5
	33%
	65x110
	11
	8x24

	U15
	40 min
	5
	33%
	65x110
	11
	8x24

	U16
	40 min
	5
	33%
	65x110
	11
	8x24

	U17
	45 min
	5
	33%
	70x110
	11
	8x24

	U19
	45 min
	5
	33%
	70x110
	11
	8x24


1. Playing minimums are not applicable to Select Teams 

2. Field and goal sizes are to be used whenever possible, but the lack of the precise measurements because of field conditions is not an acceptable reason to avoid playing a scheduled match 

	Age
	Substitution
	Offside
	Direct Kicks
	Throw Ins
	Slide tackle
	Referee

	U07
	Any stoppage
	No
	No
	Retry
	No
	CFSC

	U08
	Any stoppage
	No
	No
	Retry
	No
	CFSC

	U09
	Any stoppage
	Yes
	No
	Retry
	No
	CFSC

	U10
	Any stoppage
	Yes
	No
	Retry
	No
	CFSC

	U11
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	No
	CFSC

	U12
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	No
	CFSC

	U13
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	CFSC

	U14
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	CFSC

	U15
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	CFSC

	U16
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	CFSC

	U17
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	CFSC

	U19
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	FIFA
	CFSC


1. A "Retry" under throws ins means that the Referee is to instruct the errant player in the correct procedure and give them one more attempt 

2. Substitutions may be made by either team after a goal by either team, at half time, prior to a goal kick or at a throw in by the team with possession of the ball 

3. In games where offside does not apply, the Referee will penalize a team that is obviously and intentionally taking advantage of the offside position during play (no "cherry picking" is permitted) 

Post Game 

After the match is over and you have blown the final whistle, you should (at the minimum) oversee the following activities: 

1. Thank your linesmen for assisting you (collecting your flags, if appropriate) 

2. Remain near the center of the field to monitor the final "handshake" between the opposing teams. 

3. Remember, you remain in full control of the field, even though the match is over. Do NOT allow inappropriate behavior in this line. 

4. Complete the Referee Match Report, indicating the final score (do this for all games, even those that the CFSC does not officially post standings) 

5. Have one of the Coaches sign the Game Report. Usually, this is the winning Coach, but may be either Coach, the Team Manager, etc. 

6. Return to the sidelines and complete the Sportsmanship portion of the Game Report for each team 

7. Sign onto SKCSRA and post your scores. Check the sideline behavior boxes and make any notes regarding the game.

8. You may wish to remain available when match participants (Coaches, Players, or Sidelines) are leaving the field to answer any questions they may have. 

This is NOT required, but any assistance you can provide in educating the attendees is appreciated by all! 

Remember, if something occurred during the match that you’d like to talk over, don’t hesitate to contact the Referee Assignor. If he or she cannot answer the question or address the situation, they can contact one of the state instructors or staff to get a specific point clarified. 

Referee Game Report 

CFSC Referee Game Report 

The CFSC uses the SKCSRA web site for Match Reports. The web site will be used to keep track of game scores, sportsmanship ratings, and to properly pay you for the game. 

PLEASE, make sure that you file a match report for each game you officiate. 

Contact the CFSC office or a Referee Assignor to obtain additional information on how to file a match report. 

Sportsmanship 

For the year 2007 CFSC will be operating a Sportsmanship program, designed to encourage good Sportsmanship amongst all participants in the program. 

You (the neutral Referee) are a key portion of this program. You will be providing the Sportsmanship rating for each team at each match that you officiate. The Referee Match Report that you complete to report the score of the game will also include a Sportsmanship score area. Please complete it for all games that you officiate from the center and the AR position. 

The CFSC operates the soccer program so that the entire family can enjoy the game. Help make sure that all attending people see good sportsmanship in all situations! 

Verbal encouragement is fine, but do NOT allow the sidelines to begin screaming or become abusive. 

The COACH is responsible to control his or her sideline! If the coach cannot or does not, it is your job to caution the coach. 

Misconduct Report 

You can obtain a copy of the official WSYSA Misconduct report in the hardcopy form of the CFSC Referee's Handbook or from the WSYSA. 

If you do not have an official form, please send a written report to the appropriate Judicial Committee and include at the minimum the following items: 

1. Location of the match 

2. Date and time of the match 

3. The gender and age level of the match 

4. The Offender's team (Association, Club, and Team name or number) 

5. The Opponent's team (Association, Club, and Team name or number) 

6. Identify the Offender (Full Name and number, if a player) 

7. Your name (the assigned official) and a signature 

8. Identify whether it was a Caution or you sent off a participant. Indicate your FIFA reason for the card: 

9. Caution (Ungentlemanly conduct, Dissent, Persistent Infringement, Entering/leaving field without permission) or Send Off (Violent Conduct/Serious Foul Play, Foul or Abusive Language, Persisting in Misconduct after a Caution) 

10. A brief paragraph describing the precise situation that caused you to issue the card 

11. When appropriate, sketch the location on a field of play and identify any pertinent actions 

12. Send the report to the responsible match reviewing body 

13. Judicial Procedures 

The CFSC Board appoints a Judicial Chairman that organizes a meeting, when necessary. These meetings are made up of CFSC members that review game, competition, and other grievances associated with the game of Soccer in the CFSC. 

If you find that you need to file an official written report for any reason, please send it within 48 hours of the event being reported to the appropriate governing organization for the match. This is the CFSC Judicial Committee for all CFSC Recreational matches U12 and below. Reports for all other matches in our area should be sent to the address listed on the team roster you receive before the match. 

It is extremely important that you file these reports properly and quickly. The Judicial Committee will evaluate the situation and may respond with a player or Coach suspension, instructions to the Referee, Club or Association, if warranted. BUT, the Committee cannot take any action until your report has been filed. 

Yellow or Red Cards 

If you issue a yellow or red card in a match you must file a written explanation of the situation for review. CFSC uses the SKCSRA web site to file all offenses. Instructions for filing a yellow or red card offense are found at the Dist. #3 web site, under the Referee Corner. The actual report is filed with SKCSRA and is found on the referee/misconducts page.

The report you file will be reviewed by the Judicial Chairman, who may call a Judicial Committee meeting (if deemed necessary). Any player or Coach that receives a Red Card (Sent off) is required to “sit out” the following game in the schedule. The suspension may be shorter or longer, depending upon the circumstances and the history of the player or Coach. If you officiate a game in which a player or coach is "sitting out", please note it on your game report. 

Game Appeals 

Occasionally, situations arise during the course of officiating a game that requires special, administrative attention. 

If a Coach, Team Manager, etc. believes that a Referee has made an inappropriate call or handled a situation in such a manner that the individual would like a review of the situation to be done, they must do the following: 

1. Inform the Referee at the field, at an appropriate stoppage in play, that an appeal will be filed 

2. File a written report, identifying the specifics of the situation being appealed, and indicating which Law of the Game was violated or interpreted improperly 

3. Forward the written report to the Judicial Committee with a check made payable to the CFSC for $25.00 (refunded if the appeal is upheld by the Committee) 

As soon as you have been informed that an appeal will be filed, you should take quick notes of exactly what you did and why. After the match has completed, you should also file a written report describing the specifics of the situation being appealed. Describe why you interpreted the situation in the manner that you did, how each party (Referee, Coach, players, and sidelines) to the incident handled themselves, and which Laws of the Game were applied. 

The Judicial Committee considers only points of fact and direct application of the Laws of the Game. It is extremely unusual for the Judicial Committee to reverse any “judgment call” made by a field official. Judgment calls include offside, improper throw ins, evaluation of “intent”, etc. 

The Judicial Committee works only from the written submissions and may occasionally ask for additional information (please include your phone number). After the Judicial Committee has made a decision about the appeal, all parties are normally informed of the decision via a written response. 

All formal procedures followed by the CFSC Judicial Committee are documented in applicable documents available in the CFSC offices. 

Training 

The CFSC is an all volunteer Association of individuals dedicated to improving the availability and quality of Soccer in our area. Because of this, the CFSC recognizes the need to constantly be training new Referees (10 years of age of older) and is always looking for ways to improve the general level of officiating in our area. 

Referee Clinic 

One key way this is done is to hold one or more Grade 8 Referee Clinics in our area each year. The entry level Referee Clinic normally lasts for approximately 16 hours over several days, with the test being given on the final day and a practical exercise (normally on a Saturday). 

The Referee class is the required initial step to becoming a licensed USSF Referee. Upon completion of the course, you will be ready to take the field. 

On the Job Training 

First year Referees are normally advised to begin their experience with U07 and U08 games. This gives you an opportunity to experience a game situation with the younger players where the game does not move as quickly as the older games. Additionally, the simplified Rules eliminate some of the more complex aspects of the game.

Another popular way to begin is to “run lines” (act as an “assistant referee) for a more experienced Referee. This allows you to watch how a match develops, ask questions of a more experienced official, and learn as you go. 

However, as your experience grows and you are ready for the older games, you should consider a couple of things: 

1. Go to a game in the older age group that you are considering officiating in and watch how that Referee handles the job. Remember to be there early enough to observe the entire process (pre game and post game activities) 

2. Volunteer to run lines for an experienced Referee so you can experience the flow of the game (if you aren't sure who you can run lines for, ask an appropriate Referee Assignor to match you with someone) 

3. Do NOT overextend. Not only does the competition on the field become more intense at the older ages, but the Coaches and the Sidelines have greater expectations of the Referee. Push yourself to improve, but allow your own comfort level to tell you when you're ready. 

Annual Testing 

Each year the USSF requires that existing Referees retest to maintain currency of their license. In addition, you are required to attend 5 hours of continuing referee education. The CFSC will sponsor and contact you with dates, times, and locations in our area where this can be done. 

Annual testing is also normally done on the last night of the Entry Level Clinics (dependent upon the instructor); so watch the CFSC and WSYSA newsletters for availability. 

Self Evaluation 

The CFSC is a volunteer Association and Referees that officiate within it are also volunteers. The evaluation processes used by USSF, WSYSA, and the CFSC are useful programs to assist each Referee in improving his/her abilities. In addition, you may wish to mentally review your own performance upon completion of a game. 

Naturally, the hope is that you mentally answer in a positive manner each of the following points. 

1. Did the match participants feel that the match was decided by the player's performances on the field? 

2. Was play on the field the center of attention for all participants? 

3. Did you establish control over the game early enough to avoid having to "tighten down" late in the match? 

4. Did the sidelines (observers, Coaches, etc.) understand what your "calls" were about during the match? 

5. Did you start both halves of play at the appropriate time? 

6. Were you able to determine quickly how to apply the Laws of the Game to all the "situations" that occurred during the match? 

7. Did the participants (Coaches, Players, and/or Sidelines) approach you after the game and thank you for officiating? 

8. Did you remain at the field location after the match and respond to any questions or comments that were related to the match? 

9. Did you communicate effectively with the Coach(s) and/or Team Manager(s) before the match about local rules, etc.? 

10. The CFSC thinks you should respond YES to most of these questions. If you answered NO too often or have other questions related to a match situation, contact your Referee Assignor or the VP of Referees. They’ll help you talk through the situation(s) and help you prepare for the next time the situation comes up. 

Club Referee Assignors 

The following Club Referee Assignors are responsible for all coordination associated with scheduling Referees to games for the individual CFSC Club. The Home Team’s Club identifies which of the following Assignors is responsible for a specific game. 

Changes, cancellations, or requests for additional assignments should be made to the appropriate Referee Assignor. If you are uncertain who to contact e-mail one of the board members listed on the CFSC web site. 

