                                                  GRADUATION

I think that we all know by now that there are many, many graduations going on all over the place. Young kids are graduating from kindergarten to elementary schools. Kids from elementary schools are graduating to middle school, and middle school to high school and high school to college and college to life outside of school putting into application what you have learned. Now you may be wondering what does graduation from one school to the next or graduation from college have to do with the bible or living our life for Christ but if you will bear with me I’ll show you.

Turn your bibles to Romans 1:13

Rom 1:13  Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. 
1Co 12:1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.
1Th 4:13  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 

1Co 10:1  Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 

1Co 10:6  Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 

If the things described in 1 Corinthians were for our examples (likewise the whole bible is our example) then doesn’t that mean that we should follow after that example? And if we are to follow that example then doesn’t that also mean that we should be learning? If we are learning are we also gaining knowledge and wisdom? And don’t we have to gain   knowledge and wisdom in order to graduate? 

All these passages suggest that God does not want us to be ignorant which basically means this:

Lacking in knowledge or training; unlearned: an ignorant man.

Lacking knowledge or information as to a particular subject or fact

Uninformed; unaware

(dictionary.com)

However there are some people that you just can’t teach no matter how much you try

1Co 14:38  But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant. 

Rom 10:3  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

So God wants us to be knowledgeable and He wants us to be informed in many different areas and about his Holy word.

1Th 4:11  And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you; 

2Ti 2:15  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

As you can see we are to study. Now in order to graduate we have to study so that we can pass our classes and usually you have to maintain a certain grade point average in order to stay in school. Fortunately God allows to keep going over the same test until we pass and then we can move up to (graduate) to the next level. When we do that God will move us up to the next level with our final graduation point being heaven.

Now there are going to be those who make it to heaven because they repented on their deathbed, but I can assure you that that is not the way God wants to happen. But the main thing that Jesus wants us to learn is seek Him first

Mat 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

Mar 12:28  And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 

Mar 12:29  And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 

Mar 12:30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

Mar 12:31  And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. 

If people and churches would learn these two things and follow after them I can assure you that we would have far less troubles and trials. Let us all continue to learn and grow until we finally graduate and move up to our final stage of life, life eternal with Jesus Christ.

For those of you who are reading this by Internet or other means I want you to know that before you can graduate anyplace you first have to enroll. With life the enrollment is to accept Jesus Christ as your lord and savior. This is not hard to do nor is there any “magic formula”. All you have to do is to accept the fact you are a sinner. 

Rom 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

Believe in your heart that Jesus died on the cross to pay the penalty for your sins.

Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

And believe that Jesus Rose from the grave to conquer death. Then if you allow his blood to be payment for your sin and ask him to be Lord of your life he will wash away your sin and you will be a new creature in Christ Jesus.

2Co 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

Rom 10:9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

Rom 10:10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

Rom 10:11  For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

Rom 10:12  For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 

Rom 10:13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Rom 10:14  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 

Rom 10:15  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

Now pray this prayer

“ Lord I know that I am a sinner and I know that you shed your blood on the cross to pay my penalty for those sins. I ask you now to come into my heart and fill me with your love and to be Lord of my life and I will do my best to live for you and to bring Glory to your name. I may fail at times along the way so I will need you to walk with me and help me up when I fall Thank you Jesus for what you did for me In Jesus’ name Amen “

If you prayed that prayer please contact me at:

Pastor Mathew Littlejohn

The kings Mansion Church

P.O. Box 331

Kingston IL 60145    

Or you can call me at

815-751-1469 

or e-mail mathew@thekingsmansion.org 

or mlittejohn67@gmail.com 

Or stop by the church at 200 east st. Kingston IL. 60145

