                              If GOD Be For Us
This morning I want to take you into the book of Judges and show you a prime example of how GOD is for us. If you have your bible with I would like you to turn to Judges 6:1. Now there is a lot of scripture here but I will jump through some of it.                     

Jdg 6:1  And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD: and the LORD delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years. 

The first thing that I want you to see when the children of Israel did evil then they were delivered into the hand of Midian 

Jdg 6:2  And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel: and because of the Midianites the children of Israel made them the dens which are in the mountains, and caves, and strongholds. 

Jdg 6:3  And so it was, when Israel had sown,(that is they set up camp) that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites
, and the child ren of the east, even they came up against them; 
I believe the writer was trying to show us by mentioning all the groups of people that came up against Israel, just how much trouble the Israelites were in. 

So GOD can bring these troubles into our lives if we are doing evil in his sight and we can through our own actions get ourselves into some very deep trouble.

Now lets go on.

Jdg 6:4  And they encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. 

Jdg 6:5  For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were without number: and they entered into the land to destroy it. 

Jdg 6:6  And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites; and the children of Israel cried unto the LORD. 

Jdg 6:7  And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD because of the Midianites, 

Jdg 6:8  That the LORD sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, which said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage; 

Jdg 6:9  And I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drove them out from before you, and gave you their land; 

Jdg 6:10  And I said unto you, I am the LORD your God; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye have not obeyed my voice. 

Now God was trying to establish the fact that he had been with them all along and that has drove their enemy out and even gone so far as to speak to them and still they have not obeyed him.

Jdg 6:11  And there came an angel of the LORD, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites. 

Jdg 6:12  And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valor. 

Jdg 6:13  And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt? but now the LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites. 

Jdg 6:14  And the LORD looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? 

Jdg 6:15  And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house.
To many times we as Christians forget that GOD is on our side, we cry out oh GOD where are you, or why is all these problems come upon me. We are like little kids wha wha wha.  We have to remember that the bible says in Heb 13:5 that God will never leave us nor forsake us. And yet when trouble come our way we do just what Gideon does here in verse 15. How can I do what you have told me to? I don’t have any way to do it. Did you know that Moses said he couldn’t deliver Israel because he couldn’t talk well? Listen to me the word of GOD says in

Php 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 

Now look at verse 16

Jdg 6:16  And the LORD said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. 

Now if you read on you will find that Gideon places fleeces before the Lord because he wants to make sure that it is truly the Lord. He does not want to make a mistake here, so I will skip all of this down to chapter 7 verse 1

Jdg 7:1  Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were with him, rose up early, and pitched beside the well of Harod: so that the host of the Midianites were on the north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 

Jdg 7:2  And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. 

See God is trying to keep Israel from getting the big head and taking the credit for the victory that GOD was bringing their way.

Now lets go on

Jdg 7:3  Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early from mount Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand; and there remained ten thousand. 

Now here is another problem people are too afraid. Look there was 32,000 soldiers and 22,000 were fearful and afraid 

Jdg 7:4  And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. 

Jdg 7:5  So he brought down the people unto the water: and the LORD said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. 

Jdg 7:6  And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men: but all the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink water. 

Jdg 7:7  And the LORD said unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand: and let all the other people go every man unto his place. 

Jdg 7:8  So the people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets: and he sent all the rest of Israel every man unto his tent, and retained those three hundred men: and the host of Midian was beneath him in the valley. 

Jdg 7:9  And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the host; for I have delivered it into thine hand. 

Jdg 7:12  And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude. 

Jdg 7:16  And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers. 

Jdg 7:17  And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. 

Jdg 7:18  When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon. 

Jdg 7:19  So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and broke the pitchers that were in their hands. 

Jdg 7:20  And the three companies blew the trumpets, and broke the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon. 

Jdg 7:21  And they stood every man in his place round about the camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and fled. 

Jdg 7:22  And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the LORD set every man's sword against his fellow, even throughout all the host: and the host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to the border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath. 

Jdg 7:23  And the men of Israel gathered themselves together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after the Midianites. 

The point of this whole story is that if GOD is for us who can be against us. 

GOD was for Moses 

GOD was for Abraham 

GOD was for Gideon 

GOD was for The 3 Hebrew children 

GOD was for Daniel 

GOD was for David 

GOD was for Samuel

GOD was for John the Baptist

GOD was for Joseph

GOD was for Mary

GOD was for Martha

GOD was for Peter

GOD was for John

GOD was for James

GOD was for Paul

GOD was for Matthew

GOD was for Mark

GOD was for Luke 

And God is for you, me, and anyone else who willingly serves JESUS. Being for you means that he will be there for in any situation, good or bad. He will allow bad things to happen to you if those things will draw you back to himself, or closer to himself. He will also protect you from your enemies. All this being said Who Can Be Against you?

Jdg 7:24  And Gideon sent messengers throughout all mount Ephraim, saying, Come down against the Midianites, and take before them the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. Then all the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and took the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 

Jdg 7:25  And they took two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress of Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side Jordan. 

