     PROVING THE BIBLE TO BE TRUE
I have titled my sermon for today

     PROVING THE BIBLE TO BE TRUE
Now I know that

Some of you in here may be wondering why do I need to preach a sermon like this one, and some others in here may be thinking why do we need to prove the bible to be true. After all we all know that the bible is true. It’s been around for thousands of years and everybody knows it’s true right? 

Wrong.  

You see when I was younger my father told me all the time that the bible was true from front to back and that if just one word in it was false it was all false, and this came from a man who was an alcoholic and didn’t attend church. As I learned some of the stories I began to believe some of the bible but found some of it hard to swallow such as Jonah being swallowed by a whale, staying alive for three days inside that same whale, and then the whale spitting that man out on a beach where he was told to go to begin with, and then that same man preached to a whole city. I thought that was a bit far fetched. And if that wasn’t enough, how about three men being thrown into a fire, walking around for a while and then walking out without the smell of smoke on them or their clothes. Here’s a real good one, a man being thrown into a den of ravenously hungry lions, spending the night with them and then walking out. 

To a person who knows little about the bible like I did, these stories seem so far fetched that they are near impossible to believe.

With many people believing like I used to, if you prove the bible to be true beyond any shadow of any doubt you can and probable will win that soul to Christ.

Now, 

In today’s world we have all kinds of people who think that the bible is just a book of stories. They have somehow got the notion that man wrote the bible of his own free accord. Down through the ages there have been people that have tried to prove that that bible is not true however, that mission has never been nor will it ever be completed.

Many things prove that this book is the Word of God: 

1) It’s fulfilled prophecies: 

                                                                                    Approximately 2500 prophecies appear in the pages of the Bible, about 2000 of which already have been fulfilled to the letter—no errors.

How many people do you know that are so accurate that if they were to make say 100 prophesies that every one would come to pass. I believe that a man may be 70% accurate, maybe 80% but to be 100% accurate on just 100 prophesies is unheard of for one single man, and yet the has Approximately 2500 prophecies about 2000 of which already have been fulfilled to the letter—no errors. And since there are about 500 prophecies that have not been fulfilled, with the track record that the bible has so far you can rest assured that these other prophesies will come to pass when the time is right.

With this many prophesies in the bible that have dead on accuracy, there is no way that man, without divine inspiration, could have written the bible. Therefore the bible has to be the true written inspired word of GOD 

2Ti 3:16  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

2Ti 3:17  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

2Pe 1:16  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

2Pe 1:17  For he received from God the Father honor and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

2Pe 1:18  And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 

2Pe 1:19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 

2Pe 1:20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation. 

2Pe 1:21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

2) Its unity  

The Bible is actually a library of 66 books. The 39 books of the Old Testament were composed from 1450 B.C. to 400 B.C.; the 27 books of the New Testament between A.D. 50 and A.D. 100. 

The prophet Moses began the first five books of the Bible sometime before 1400 B.C. The Apostle John penned the last book of the Bible, Revelation, about A.D. 95. During the 1,500 years between the writing of the first and last books of the Bible, at least 38 other prophets made their contributions. [image: image1.jpg]



The various Bible writers lived at different times, some separated by hundreds of years. In many cases they were complete strangers to one another. Some were businessmen or traders, others were shepherds, fishermen, soldiers, physicians, preachers, kings—human beings from all walks of life. They served under different governments, and lived within contrasting cultures and systems of philosophy. But here is the wonder of it all: When the 66 books of the Bible with their 1,189 chapters made up of 31,173 verses are brought together, we find perfect harmony in the message they convey. As the great scholar F. F. Bruce noted: “The Bible is not simply an anthology; there is a unity which binds the whole together.” 

Suppose a man should knock at your door and, when invited in, place an oddly shaped piece of marble on your living room floor, then leave without a word. Other visitors follow in succession until about 40 individuals have each deposited their numbered marble piece into place. 

When the last one has gone, you see with surprise that a beautiful statue stands before you. Then you learn that most of the “sculptors” had never met each other, coming, as they did, from South America, China, Russia, Africa, and other parts of the world. What would you have to conclude? That someone had planned the statue and had sent to each man accurate specifications for his particular piece of marble. The Bible as a whole communicates one coherent message—just like a perfect marble statue. One mind planned it all, the mind of God. Scripture’s remarkable unity gives evidence that it is not simply human literature but indeed the Word of God. Human beings wrote down the thoughts and words, but they were “God-breathed,” inspired by God Himself.
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3) its Divine Power

Heb 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

4) its inexhaustible depth

Eph 3:16  That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 

Eph 3:17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 

Eph 3:18  May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 

Eph 3:19  And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God. 

Eph 3:20  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 

Eph 3:21  Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

I don’t care how deep you dig into the bible you can always find some way to dig deeper

5) , 

  , the fact that as we grow in

knowledge and holiness – grow Godward -- we grow toward the Bible.

There are probably many others ways to prove the bible to be true such as historical records lining up with scripture. I’m not going to get into all that but I want you to know 2 things

1st of all there’s always room dig deeper in the word of God and 

2nd if you can prove the bible to be true you can win souls for Christ

