           SLOW DOWN AND NOTICE LIFE

Playing around on the Internet I ran across an article that I thought put things into perspective, and I want to share it with you today. But before I do I would like to ask a few questions

First:     How many of you here today have ever seen something and hurried by without really realizing what you actually saw. In other words you saw it and you perceived it to be one thing and then later on found out that it was something totally different that what you originally thought it was.   That is called perception, and life is full of people who perceive things to be one way then they find out it was not they way they thought it to be. I hope this little story will help us to take time to examine things a little closer.

Second: 

    How many of you in here have ever driven through or walked through someplace and the next time you went through you saw something different and found out that it had been there a long time?

Third :

 Has anyone ever watched a movie and the next time you watched the same movie you noticed something that you had seen the first time you watched it? And it seems like every time you watch it you notice something different in it?

Keep these questions in mind as I read this story.

An interesting experiment
A man sat at a metro station in Washington DC and started to play the violin; it was a cold January morning. He played six Bach pieces for about 45 minutes. During that time, since it was rush hour, it was calculated that thousands of people went through the station, most of them on their way to work.

Three minutes went by and a middle-aged man noticed there was musician playing. He slowed his pace and stopped for a few seconds and then hurried up to meet his schedule.

A minute later, the violinist received his first dollar tip: a woman threw the money in the till and without stopping continued to walk.

A few minutes later, someone leaned against the wall to listen to him, but the man looked at his watch and started to walk again. Clearly he was late for work.

The one who paid the most attention was a 3-year-old boy. His mother tagged him along, hurried but the kid stopped to look at the violinist. 

Finally the mother pushed hard and the child continued to walk turning his head all the time. Several other children repeated this action. All the parents, without exception, forced them to move on.

In the 45 minutes the musician played, only 6 people stopped and stayed for a while. About 20 gave him money but continued to walk their normal pace. He collected $32. When he finished playing and silence took over, no one noticed it. No one applauded, nor was there any recognition.

No one knew this but the violinist was Joshua Bell, one of the top musicians in the world. He played one of the most intricate pieces ever written, with a violin worth 3.5 million dollars.

Two days before his playing in the subway, Joshua Bell sold out at a theater in Boston and the seats average $100.

This is a real story. Joshua Bell playing incognito in the metro station was organized by the Washington Post as part of a social experiment about perception, taste and priorities of people. The outlines were: in a commonplace environment at an inappropriate hour: Do we perceive beauty?

Do we stop to appreciate it? Do we recognize the talent in an unexpected context?

One of the possible conclusions from this experience could be: If we do not have a moment to stop and listen to one of the best musicians in the world playing the best music ever written, how many other things are we missing?

1Ki 2:4  that the LORD may establish his word that he spoke concerning me, saying, 'If your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.'
Dan 12:4  But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the end. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase." 

 We are forever on the move – if you can name it, we humans are doing it!  The pace is somewhere between maddening and insane.  In most cities across America, the streets are packed with cars 24-hours a day with people going to and fro.

We are as we have mentioned in the past few weeks living in the last days. Knowledge is being increased and people are running to and fro, always in a hurry, never stopping to pay attention to things around them. But what are they missing in the process. Are we missing the blessings of GOD, are we missing the beauty of the LORD, are we missing when the LORD speaks to our heart. Take your time, slow down and see what JESUS wants see, hear what he wants us to hear.
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If you have never taken the time to see the Glory of God now is the time. Today is the day of salvation


Rev 12:10  And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 

Please take time today to make Jesus Lord of your life and receive salvation today. We live one heartbeat away from death every second of every day. If you want Jesus as your Lord, please say this simple prayer

“ Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner and that you shed your blood on Mt. Calvary to pay the penalty for my sins. I want to thank you for what you did and I want to ask you to fill my heart and my life, forgive me of my sinful life and lead me to a path of righteousness. In Jesus name amen.

If you prayed that prayer please feel free to contact me and let me know either by phone or e-mail

God Bless you and keep you

                                                     Pastor Mathew Littlejohn

                                                   The Kings Mansion Church

