          THE ROOT OF PAIN IN YOUR LIFE

This morning I want to ask a question. Is there any one in here today that has ever had a problem, got the problem taken care of, only to have the same problem occur over and over again. Let me see a show of hands. 

Now the reason I asked that question is this: 

I have a problem of ingrown toenails. The Dr. told me that if I cut it out and left it alone that I would be back about every 6 months to have it cut out or I could remove the whole toenail or I could remove just the outer part of the nail bed. He also told me the toenail does have a purpose so it I best to leave as much nail as possible. I naturally chose the last one. Why?   

The reason being is that I wanted to stop the problem that was hurting me while still maintaining what was needed to protect the toe. 

What does all this have to do with a sermon you might ask? It’s very simple. We all seem at one time or another to have something in our lives that cause us pain from time to time. Sometimes this pain is physical and sometimes it comes from other sources but either way there is pain. And sometimes this pain gets to the point that you can’t stand it anymore so you search for a way to stop the pain, by going to the Dr and getting checked out or taking aspirin, or seeking other ways to help stop the pain or the problem. Sometimes they tell you to just wait and see what happens. Sometimes they tell you to cut out just what is needed to take care of the problem and sometimes they tell to remove the whole root of the problem. Usually that is the best, to remove the whole root of the problem and then you remove the whole problem. To many times we try to fix the symptoms of the problem instead of the root of the problem. When we fix the symptom and not the root the problem returns over and over again.

Mat 5:29  And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 

Mat 5:30  And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 

In order to understand what is being said in these two verses this word offends needs to be looked at in the Greek and Hebrew words that they came from. The word offend comes from the word

skandalizō  which means
skan-dal-id'-zo
To “scandalize”; from G4625; to entrap, that is, trip up (figuratively stumble [transitively] or entice to sin, apostasy or displeasure): - (make to) offend.

skandalon
skan'-dal-on
A “scandal”; probably from a derivative of G2578; a trap stick (bent sapling), that is, snare (figuratively cause of displeasure or sin): - occasion to fall (of stumbling), offence, thing that offends, stumbling-block.
So as you can see these words mean to sin, which causes pain in our life it also means a stumbling block, which means an occasion to fall, which will also cause pain

Now when things are coming into your life, these stumbling blocks, we need to not just try to stop the pain they cause in our lives we need but we need to find the root cause. When you begin to feel pain in your life examine yourself and see if you have any sin that is causing you stumble. Once you have examined yourself, and you have placed all your sin under the blood of JESUS, and you are still having pain in your life begin to look at your outside influences in your life and try to identify what that source is that’s causing the pain. Once you have identified where the problem lies then you can deal with whatever has to be done to take care of it?

For example if you are having bad headaches all the time and you just keep taking Tylenol or whatever you use, all you are doing is masking the real underlying problem. If your problem is persistent then seek out someone who knows about that particular problem. Like with those headaches it could be a tumor, it could be an aneurysm or it could be some weird thing with blood vessels in your brain. 

I had a friend that had been having headaches for about a month and never went to get checked out. One night he just passed out. An ambulance was called and he spent about a month in the hospital and then passed. 

We are always going to have things that cause pain in our life and sometimes it is good that we have it. Look at Paul

2Co 12:7  And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 

This was good pain.

But there is bad pain like I just described. Had this friend had gone to the Dr. about his headaches he might still have been with us. Other of my friends have found an aneurysm and their life was spared because they found the root cause of their problem and it was fixed. And like me I had to have something removed to stop the pain. Rest assured though there will be one day when we will no longer have to worry about pain

Rev 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

The bottom line is that Jesus will lead to the root problem. If you have pain in life don’t mask it over, take it to Jesus and he will always lead you to the root cause and then you can deal with getting rid of the root so that the problem doesn’t return unless like Paul it was meant by GOD to be there to keep you humble. Don’t let the pains in your life stop you instead use them to get closer to CHRIST.

