Leaders Guide to Camp Devotions
Dear Leader,

This week we will learn to be warriors for God; how to put on the full armor of God by participating in discussions, praying and reading our Bibles.  You are the key to making these devotion times fruitful and sacred.  Consider these hours to be your most influential, and enter in to these times with the Holy Spirit at your side: Begin with prayer!

Monday night:  This first evening, get to know your kids.  Share your present walk with Christ – where you worship, how you serve, why you have given your week to camp, what you expect God to do this week, and what Christ has been doing in your life recently.  *IMPORTANT  This is sharing – not catharsis.  Please do not confess details of who you were in your old self.  It is always sufficient to say, “God changed me from a sinful person.  Enough said.”  Our focus is the transformation, not the prior events.  Encourage others to share their faith in the same way.  Use the children’s names when addressing them, and help others to do the same.  Pray together before bed time.

Tuesday day:  Guided devotions begin after the missions talk.  Find a quiet place to meet and set some ground rules for behavior in this small-group setting.  Stay focused and lead the children.  Begin with prayer and the memory verse, Eph 6:11, then tell the main focus: The Belt of Truth represents what we know about God.  It helps keep all the armor together and is only effective when it is used (worn) correctly.  Read Ephesians 6:11-18.  Re-read 14a.  Complete the day’s pages together.
Tuesday night:  Begin with prayer and the memory verse, Eph 6:11, then tell the main focus: The Breastplate of Righteousness protects our hearts.  Righteousness is the state of being “right with God.”  Our righteousness is NOT of our own making, but comes from letting Christ – who IS our righteousness – cleanse us from sins and reign in our hearts.  Read Ephesians 6:14.  Complete the day’s pages together.
Wednesday day:  Begin with prayer and the memory verse, Eph 6:11, then tell the main focus:  All warriors have to be prepared to run into battle.  We need to wear “Shoes of the Gospel of Peace” so we can be prepared to share the Good News with anyone who needs to hear it.  Read Eph 6:15, John 16:33, 1 Pet 3:15.  Complete the day’s pages together.  *Teach the children how to present the Gospel (ABCs of salvation or other appropriate method.  Demonstrate.)

Wednesday night:  Begin with prayer and the memory verse, Eph 6:11, then tell the main focus:  We all have sins and weaknesses and Satan will attack those weak, exposed areas in us.  Our Shield of Faith can be moved to cover those areas and guard us against our enemy’s attacks.  When even our strength and knowledge fail us, our shield never will because God is always faithful to us – to those who call on His name and remain in His ranks.  Read Eph 6:11-18, Heb 11:3, Nehemiah 9:33.  Complete the day’s pages together.  
Thursday day:  Begin with prayer and the memory verse, Eph 6:11, then tell the main focus:  The Helmet of Salvation protects us from ungodly thoughts, and the Sword of the Spirit guides us into a godly way of thinking and living.  These help us to be proactive in fighting Satan.  Define salvation:  Salvation comes when we realize our need for a savior and then ask Jesus to take away our sins and be Lord of our lives.  This is a gift, given grace-fully and freely by God because of His love for us.  We will never deserve salvation, and we should never forget that this gift cost Jesus EVERYTHING.  Faith in Jesus, then, is the only way to be saved and is the only way to heaven and eternal life.  The Helmet of Salvation is put on when we let the Holy Spirit transform our thinking.  The Sword is the Word of God – the Bible.  When we memorize Scripture we have a weapon against the enemy that cannot be taken away.  Read Eph 6:17, Isaiah 12:2, 2 Tim 3:16.   Complete the day’s pages together.  
Thursday night: This evening wraps up the ongoing discussion about the armor of God.  Review what you have learned together and ask for new insights.  Set aside quiet time for the campers to complete the final reflection, then ask as many to share as are willing.
