Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

Text 

ACS 16:16   ¶ And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel

            possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her

            masters much gain by soothsaying:

ACS 16:17   The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the

            servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of

            salvation.

ACS 16:18   And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and

            said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to

            come out of her. And he came out the same hour.

ACS 16:19   ¶ And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone,

            they caught Paul and Silas, and drew [them] into the marketplace

            unto the rulers,

ACS 16:20   And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews,

            do exceedingly trouble our city,

ACS 16:21   And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither

            to observe, being Romans.

ACS 16:22   And the multitude rose up together against them: and the

            magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat [them].

ACS 16:23   And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast [them]

            into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:

ACS 16:24   Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner

            prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.
ACS 16:25   ¶ And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God:

            and the prisoners heard them.

ACS 16:26   And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations

            of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were

            opened, and every one's bands were loosed.

ACS 16:27   And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing

            the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed

            himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled.

ACS 16:28   But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for

            we are all here.

ACS 16:29   Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and

            fell down before Paul and Silas,

ACS 16:30   And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

Introduction 

· It was an honest hearted question 

· It came from the heart of a man who had just came within a hairs breath of death

· His eyes had just witnessed the miracles power of an alive God 

· Suddenly his whole world and his whole pyridine changed 

· The way he saw and understood thing suddenly was totally changed 

· So different was his understanding that it demanded the question

· Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

· So altered was his mind by the facts that there was no choice 
· He had met the might God and God gave him back his life 

· He was found on the side of the enemies of God and God did not kill him 

· The foundations of the prison were not the only foundation that was shaken 

· Mercy had shaken his life to the very foundations 

What had the Jailer seen and heard?

· We are not told if he was there when Paul cast the spirit of divinations out of the young girl 

· But it would be safe to say that he heard about it at least when Paul showed up at his prison

· But hearing about a notable miracle and seeing one is two different things

· But now in the wee hours of the dark morning there is a powerful earth quake 
· Now earth quakes were not unheard of so that alone did not convince him

· This was not small quake … the foundations were shaken 

· Further every door was open all at once 

· Waking out of his sleep and seeing all the doors open he pulls out his sword to save the judges the time to kill him as that would be his fate for prisoners escape his prison 

· But Paul call out to him … I am not sure how Paul could see him 

· Sir do your self no harm for we are all here

· This again was a miracle … why the prisoners did not run away was only the power of God 

· Still the jailer could not see the extent of the miracle until he called for a light  and sprang in

· Then he saw that every door stood open 
· Every chain and iron or brass shackle was loosed off the prisoners

· Paul and Silas whom he personally had placed their feet in stocks were now loosed 

· The inner door of the prison stood open 

· And yet not one prisoner had run away 

· The assume power of God so affected him that he came trembling 
· He fell at their feet 

· His next words were Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

Paul’s answer 
ACS 16:31   And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be

            saved, and thy house.

· This message was born in my heart when I sat in a congregation of religious people 

· The preacher quote this verse while attempting to get people saved 
· I heard him say all you have to do is believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you are saved 
· Them he added “grace plus nothing minus nothing = salvation 

· I thought of the ones that were sitting there that day being instructed to do nothing 

· Only believe 

· Fast forwarding to the end of their lives 

· What will it be like when they stand before the Lord 

· Having done nothing only repeated the words I believe on the Lord Jesus Christ to be my personal savior 
· Having never been told about turning away from sin through repentance 

· Never applying the blood of Jesus Christ in baptism for remission of sins 

· Having only mental allegiance to God 

· Having only call him their Lord 

MAT 7:21    Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the

            kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is

            in heaven.
What does it mean to believe?
· The Jailer was already a believer 

· He had seen the assume power of God and was convinced 
· He did not yet know his name or how to be saved 

· So this brought the question “What must I do?”

· Being a believer was not the question 

· Paul did not say what you have to do is become a believer 

· People who use this scripture to show the way to salvation miss the sermon that was preached in verse 32 

ACS 16:32   And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were

            in his house.

· And in the process of missing the sermon they miss the fact that this sermon produced an understanding that he must be baptized 

ACS 16:33   And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed [their]

            stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.

· Each one of his house hold was baptized 

The Word of the Lord was preached 

· What is the Word of the Lord 

· When told to believe on Jesus it was his words … Jesus’ words that was spoken to them 

· Looking back at the last words that Jesus said before he went up into heaven will tell us what they taught the jailer that night 

· Matthew wrote in his account in his last chapter 

· All power is given unto me

· Go into all nations and teach them and baptize them

· Teach them what “To observe all things that I have commanded you 

· Mark recorded in the last chapter of his book

MAR 16:15   And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the

            gospel to every creature.

MAR 16:16   He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that

            believeth not shall be damned.

· Luke recorded in the last chapter of his book that Jesus commanded them to preach
· Repentance 

· Remission of sins 

· And do it in His name 

· And Jesus would send the promise … the Holy Ghost to them 

· This is what the jailer heard preached because this was the Word of the Lord 

The Jailer was not the first to ask this question 
· This same question was asked of the apostles right after Peter preached the first sermon

· Conviction came upon them because of the preaching 

· Preaching the word of the Lord is designed to convict the sinner of their sins 

· To bring them to a place of Godly sorrow and repentance 

· This is what happen at that first sermon 

· So convicted were they that they cried out 

ACS 2:37    ¶ Now when they heard [this], they were pricked in their heart, and

            said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men [and]

            brethren, what shall we do?

· So Peter told them straight up “Here is what you need to do”

ACS 2:38    Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you

            in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall

            receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

What happen when Philip preached the Word of the Lord? 

ACS 8:5     Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ

            unto them.

ACS 8:6     And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which

            Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.
ACS 8:12    But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the

            kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized,

            both men and women.
· When they believe they got baptized 

· And in the 17th verse they received the Holy Ghost 

What happen when Philip preached Jesus to the Ethiopian eunuch?

ACS 8:36    And as they went on [their] way, they came unto a certain water:

            and the eunuch said, See, [here is] water; what doth hinder me to

            be baptized?

ACS 8:37    And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou

            mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is

            the Son of God.

· If you believe … the privilege of baptism is give only after believing 

ACS 8:38    And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down

            both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

· Did Paul preaching something different than what Peter or Philip did?

· No in fact he corrected believers when they had not gone far enough 
· In Acts 19 Paul found 12 believers on their journey of belief 

· They were believing the only word of God they knew 

· These were of John the Baptist’s congregation 

· We know they had repented, had been baptized and were believing on Jesus Christ 

· Paul recognizes that they were believers on Christ so he asks them 

ACS 19:2    He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye

            believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard

            whether there be any Holy Ghost.

ACS 19:3    And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they

            said, Unto John's baptism.

ACS 19:4    Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of

            repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him

            which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

ACS 19:5    When they heard [this], they were baptized in the name of the Lord

            Jesus.

ACS 19:6    And when Paul had laid [his] hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came

            on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.          

· Believing on the Lord Jesus Christ is much more than repeating words or praying the sinner’s prayer 
· Believing on the Lord Jesus Christ is a journey in which those that believe on him become followers of him and doers of his words 

· Believing on Jesus Christ does not stop at repentance, baptism in Jesus Name nor even after you receive the Holy Ghost 

The same Word of the Lord that gave us   
JOH 3:16    ¶ For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,

            that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have

            everlasting life.
· The same Word of the Lord gave us 
MAT 24:13   But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
Friend if you should die in the middle of the night tonight where would you go?

Have you repented?

Have you been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ for remission of your sins?

Have been filled with the Holy Ghost? 

Have you the assurance of the Holy Ghost seal like they did in the book of Acts?

Everywhere they received the Holy Ghost there was evidence 

Are you living on following the Words of Jesus 

Are going into all the world preaching the whole word of God  
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