Acts 2:41-44
· V. 41 – received his word (who – Peter) = baptized

· Continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine

· All that believed were together & had all things common (on the same page)

· Everyone agreed with what Peter preached – His doctrine

Title: The Apostles Doctrine

Ga. 1:6-10

· Galatians is a letter (epistle) like all the epistles

· Written to churches or people (mainly by Paul)

· Galatia was established by Paul
· They were taught this “Apostolic” doctrine

· He did it personally

· Paul marveled churches of Galatia were quickly removed 

· Not another = one gospel = one message (one lord, one faith, one baptism)

· Some trouble and pervert (change) the gospel

· Whoever perverted the gospel, let him be accursed

· Paul’s question – who am I trying to please?

Apostle =   

1: one sent on a mission: as a: one of an authoritative New Testament group sent out to preach the gospel and made up especially of Christ's 12 original disciples and Paul b: the first prominent Christian missionary to a region or group2 
Luke 6: 13And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;

Jesus chose these men – disciples/apostles

Mark 16:15And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

He was preparing them to preach his message/teachings/the gospel

Matthew 10 1And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. 

He gave them power!

Matthew 16:19 19And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

He gave them authority – things they do here, have an effect on things in heaven

Doctrine = archaic : teaching, instruction2 a: something that is taught b: a principle or position or the body of principles in a branch of knowledge or system of belief: e: a military principle or set of strategies
The apostles were commissioned by God

· He chose them

· He taught them (often gave only them the interpretations of parables)

· He commissioned them (sent 2 by two)
· He often rebuked them for not having faith (casting out demons or giving up in a storm)

· But he also taught them that with faith nothing would be impossible

· They saw first hand the miraculous

The apostles heard Jesus teaching:
· That his reason for coming was to seek and save the lost (matt 18:11)

· Them to repent for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand (Matt. 4:17)

· That just as easily as he would heal the sick he would forgive their sins (man palsy – roof) (Lk 5:23)
· They watched as he forgave a woman caught in adultery (Jn. 8:11)
· As he ate with Zacchaeus, stating that this day salvation had come to his house (Lk 19:9)
· They heard him state that unless we repent, we shall all perish (Lk 13:3)

· That man should deny himself and take up his cross and follow him (Matt. 16:24)

· That unless you were born of water and spirit you couldn’t see heaven (Jn. 3)

· That Jesus who came after John would baptize them with the Holy Ghost and fire! (Matt. 3:11)

· They listen as Jesus commissioned them to Go and teach all nations (WHAT? The things the learned and heard)
· And baptize them in the NAME

· They heard him say that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name

· They listened and Mark recorded that unless you believed and were baptized you would be damned
· So they understood baptism did matter – it was not an option for membership

· You would be damned without it

· He also talked about how believers would speak with new tongues

· They heard him when he talked about the comforter which is the Holy Ghost being sent in his name.
· They heard him say “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you” speaking about that comforter we know is the Holy Ghost! (Jn. 14:18)

· They heard him declare “it is finished”

· They mourned him for 3 days, Peter went fishing

· Yet Some walked with him on the road to Emmaus
· The angel spoke to Mary to tell the disciples and Peter he was alive

· They watched as doubting Thomas put his hands in his nail scared hands

· They saw his glorified body

But the disciples were not ready – they had his teaching but not his power!
Read Luke 24:44-49

· He opened their understanding

· This is why I came 

· Preach/teach this

· The promise – the power is coming to Jerusalem

Read Acts 1:4-8

So they listened to their teacher and they prayed and waited in an upper room

· About 120

· They were all in one accord

· On the day of Pentecost (50) it happened

· Read Acts 2:1-6
Now what?

Peter knows he has been given the keys/the authority to teach the things he received from the Lord.

So he preaches to the crowd who has just witnessed the outpouring of the Holy Ghost

· He explains it

· He tells them they just crucified their Messiah/their hope

What must we do TO BE SAVED?

· A question mankind has been asking for many years

· Paul said in GA that a man should be cursed for teaching anything other than what the disciples taught

· So let’s read carefully what Paul said in Acts 2:38
· Repent (yep Jesus said that many times)

· Be baptized everyone for the remission (removal) of sins (Yes, Jesus taught that also)

· And ye shall (or will) receive the gift of the holy ghost (Yes, the comforter, the spirit of God, the power they all just received – by evidence of speaking with tongues.

This promise is for everyone

Did the story stop or did others want salvation?
Philip acts 8
  5Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 

STOP!!! Many talk about “preaching Christ” and then they do something that the disciples never did and is not in scripture…They lead people in a sinner’s prayer. 

When Philip preached Christ – he preached the gospel (death, burial, resurrection of Christ) and he presented salvation the way it was taught to him by Jesus and Peter.  According to the Apostles doctrine.

 6And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 

 7For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 

 8And there was great joy in that city. 

 9But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 

 10To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, this man is the great power of God. 

 11And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries. 

 12But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

Note his message included – the name of Jesus, baptism 
 13Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. 

 14Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 

Why? Because the Holy Ghost was part of the plan of salvation and they knew it, because they had been taught it.

Otherwise why come for that specific purpose – just come and rejoice and if some get it great and if not great.  But the HG was and is essential to salvation both then and now!

 15Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 

 16(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 

 17Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 

 18And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 

 19Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 

 20But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. 

What did Simon see that he was willing to pay good money for?  HG with evidence of speaking in tongues.
Acts 9

· Saul blinded on the Damascus road

· Ananias sent to Saul - concerned
· “He is a chosen vessel unto me” = God saying I’m going to use him

 17And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Note – “brother Saul” not an indicator that he has “accepted Christ” or been saved, but rather that Ananias acknowledges that God has already chosen to use him in the kingdom.
 18And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 

Why baptized – it was part of the apostle’s doctrine

No Holy Ghost?

· It was part of the reason Ananias came (v.17)

· Also, Paul said he spoke in tongues more than ye all

And Paul consistently taught the necessity of the HG.

Acts 10

 1There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, 

 2A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 

God saw him and his desire – sends Peter to preach to this Gentile

 44While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 

 45And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

 46For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 

They have the same Holy Ghost – the message didn’t stray from Acts 2:38 to now – Where is the water?

 47Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? 

 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

Paul in Acts 16 is jailed for preaching and he and Silas sing praises at midnight.

God delivers them and the Jailer awakes to an empty cell.  He starts to kill himself when Paul tells him not to hurt himself – God has delivered them.

The jailer sees this is God and asks “what must I do to be saved”

31And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 

So many take this out of context and say that this means he accepted Christ.

No it means the jailer has to believe – Heb 11:6 “he that cometh to God must believe that he is and that he is a rewarder of them that dillegently seek him”

His belief gave an opportunity for him to tell him and his house what they must do to be saved. What he shared was the same Apostolic Doctrine found in Acts 2, 8, 10

 32And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. 

The response to what he taught them - Baptism

 33And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. 

Note – this aligns with Christ’s teaching “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, he that believeth not shall be damned”

Acts 19

 1And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 

 2He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

 3And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 

Question if repentance was all that was needed – Why worry about the rest – Because the doctrine, teachings of the disciples, apostles are consistent.
 4Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 

 5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

 6And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 

 7And all the men were about twelve. 

The point – the teaching or doctrine of the apostles is consistent throughout scripture.
What about “Romans road”? 

· First written to the church already established by Paul in Rome

· We know what he teaches from acts

· All the epistles are letters written to churches or individuals about specific things – he is simply stressing the fact that we are saved by faith.

· Also, scripture teaches we should rightly divide the Word, that all scripture is profitable for doctrine

· Which means all scripture will agree when you study it out – and it does

· The apostolic doctrine is consistent throughout the word of God. 

Some say Acts is over – yet there is no close to the book – because it is still being written

We can’t pick and choose what we want to believe and think that will work.  Either we believe the whole Bible or not.  To take some and not all is to say I only believe some of what God said.
History records how in the early 300 man has changed the baptismal formula, started sprinkling infants instead of immersion in water and other things.  It has been a slow but effective progression to change.
But God’s word has not and will not change!  (heaven & earth pass away, his word will never pass away)

2 Timothy 2:15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

Perhaps what I have taught does not line up with your thinking, teaching, traditions, families beliefs.
That’s ok, not my words or teachings – we simply believe what the apostles taught, and they believed what Jesus taught.

What you must do is study and see if you are truly continuing stedfastly in the apostle’s doctrine and if you have all things common with them.
