Mountainbrook Neighborhood Association meeting

January 29, 2008

Members present:

Ashley Samuelson
Bryce Chambliss
Camille Coers

Claudia Hammet Glenn Drysdale 
Jennifer Carwile
Karen Willis

Karin Lukas-Cox 

Kim Millican 

Laura McCorkle
Martha Calhoun
Mike Anderson 

Bill Martin

· Bryce Chambliss resigned from the board as he will be moving to London.

· Jennifer Carwile was unanimously voted onto the board to fill a vacant seat.  One seat remains vacant.  The board will be looking for someone to fill the vacancy.

· Positions:  The following members were unanimously voted into the following positions:

Kim Millican

President

Karen Willis

Vice President

Martha Calhoun
Treasurer

Jennifer Carwile
Secretary

Ashley Samuelson
Social / Special Projects

Bill Martin

Webmaster/ Welcome 

Glenn Drysdale
Safety

Mike Anderson
Directory/ Special Projects

Claudia Hammet
Membership

Camille Coers

Beautification

Laura McCorkle
Youth

· Signage : It has been determined that we are spending a lot of money to print signs for Mountainbrook events.  Camille will look into printing software.  We will allocate a sign person to print out and hang signs.

· Mailings: Bill Martin will be in charge of mailings.

· Newsletter: The newsletter did not get sent out before Christmas.  We need to determine how to best distribute the newsletter.  E-mail would be an efficient and inexpensive method.  However, many people like to receive a hard copy, and there are neighbors who are not tech-saavy or don’t have e-mail.  Some ideas for future newsletter distribution are:  posting the newsletter on the website, having a “Take-One” box for folks who would like a hard copy, or mailing to those who indicate that they want a hard copy only.

· Where we left off last year:

· Treasurer: Balance in checking:
$  9238

Balance in Savings:  
$10087


This year we have collected about $9000 in dues, which is about $2000 down from last year.  We will send out reminders to those people who haven’t paid.  Other suggestions to help bring in money are to a) host a paying members only event (Ashley)  or b) to call people who haven’t paid and ask them to (Bill).

· Beautification: Camille, who started in this position last year, has been trying to assess needs.  For the next meeting she will come up with goals and fundraising ideas.

Kevin, the landscape guy, has been working well.

Camille has been asking the homeowner on Weymouth to include our beautification plan in his buffer landscaping.

· Welcome: Karen Willis created welcome bags.  She welcomed 12 new residents last year.  She handed her remaining bags over to Bill.

· Social: Ashley has been organizing 4 events a year, a picnic, Easter egg hunt, Halloween party, and a Christmas Caroling/ Carriage ride event.

This year the Easter Egg hunt will be held on Thurs. March 13 at 4:30.  Ashley will need help stuffing and hiding eggs.  Possibly the Youth committee will help.

· Playground: Special projects is currently planning a remodel of the playground, possibly including revamping the basketball courts.  The Playground Committee is raising money for the project by selling personalized bricks for the club walkway.  Members of the neighborhood as well as members of the pool club are on this committee.  The next meeting, for strategic planning, will be held Feb. 11.

· Youth: This is a new committee.  Laura will be thinking of projects and activities for older teens in the neighborhood.  Ashley suggested that they include service projects, including helping with the Easter egg hunt.  

Teens will be recruited through the newsletter, signage, and the pool club member list.

· Bryce: last year Bryce worked on getting new globes for the gas lamps, some of which are out again.  Glenn will contact Piedmont Gas to get them re-lit, as this could be considered a safety issue.

· Road Humps: The issue of petitioning for road humps on Highview was brought up at the annual meeting.  We were going to vote on the matter at this meeting, but it has been brought to Camille’s attention that Beverly Woods East has already voted “No” to the road humps, which makes our voting a moot point.  
We have decided, on a vote of 10-1 (Bill Martin opposed) to table the issue until next year.  In the meantime, Glenn will look into what is actually needed to get road humps passed.  It was suggested that we collect survey responses by neighborhood members by posting the issue in the newsletter.  It was also suggested that our board, or the president of the board, should meet with the other neighborhood boards to see if there is a consensus on the issue.  Paperwork will need to be submitted by Jan.31, 2009, so we would like the information gathered early enough for us to make a decision and submit paperwork in a timely manner.

To get road humps, it appears that “in order for Charlotte DOT to begin the process, at least 47 homeowners along the affected area of Highview Road as well as Knob Hill Court, Winnipeg Circle and Brandenburg Court (79 parcels in total) must approve the installation of the road humps.  In addition, endorsement from each of the neighborhoods Homeowner’s Association (or equivalent) is being solicited as this endorsement is required for the petition to be complete. “ (Kristin Meehan, Homeowner, The Preserve at Belingrath).
Meeting Schedule:

Feb 12 
at Martha Calhoun’s house.

Mar. 11 
at Karen Willis’ house

April 8

at Kim Millican’s house

May 13

at Ashley Samuelson’s house

