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Hi folks.  My name is Pete Grisewood, and I have a great job working with trees everyday. I am a Board Certified Master Arborist 

and have been with Heartwood Tree Service for almost 10 years. This year I will be contributing to your Mountainbrook newslet-

ter & providing tips that are relevant to the time of year & to your trees.  If you ever have any tree questions – please give me a 

call & lets TALK TREES! 

 

Right now it is pretty cold outside.  The leaves are off the trees and we’ve even seen some snow on the ground.  Our Climber-

Arborists are very busy this winter because it is a prime time to inspect and to prune trees.  As Arborists, we can see through the 

―naked‖ crown of a tree & get a good look at the structural branching.  Buds are clearly visible on good live branches, and defects 

or dead wood is easy to see, too.  If pruning is needed, the winter ―dormant‖ time is best for trees – and often for Arborists. 

 

Now is a good time to get outside & take a look UP.  See for yourself the beauty of the branches against a Carolina blue sky.  As 

trees’ branches grow, they sometimes can become overly long and heavy.  If there are large branches over your house and roof it 

is a good idea to have an Arborist take a look.  Reduction Pruning can alleviate excess length & weight in branches - and help pre-

vent heavy branches from breaking & falling. 

 

Here are a couple of things that are best done in winter: 

 

1) Reduction Pruning: Making trees or limbs shorter & safer. 

2) Natural Area Clean-Up:  Removing small diameter saplings & thicket-like growth from wooded areas without Poison Ivy & 

critters that come out in spring! 

3) Big Tree Inspection:  Looking at branch structure. 

4) General Maintenance Pruning:  Big shrubs & all trees that need sprucing up. 

 

I hope you will all have a safe & happy winter – and get outside to spend some time with your trees!   

 

Pete Grisewood 

Board Certified Master Arborist 

Heartwood Tree  Service, LLC 

www.heartwoodtree.com 

704-525-3066 

 

$50 OFF  

ANY  TREE 

WORK DONE 

PRIOR TO 

3/31/2010 

President’s Message 
By Mike Anderson   

 
 I’d like to start by recognizing our outgoing board members for their leadership and friendship 

throughout the past years.  Please join me in thanking Karen Willis (President), Ashley Samuelson (Social), 

and Sandy Carlson (Treasurer) for volunteering their time and energy for the benefit of our neighborhood.   

We should also extend our thanks to the many volunteers who have served our community in the past – 

and who continue to do so.  As the newly elected president of the civic association, I’m excited for 2010.  

We welcome Laura Turner (Secretary), Barbara Balentine (Treasurer), Brian Miller (Vice President), and  

Murali Varadarajan (Webmaster and Directory) to the team.    

 We are committed to being good stewards with your funds.  To reduce costs, the annual directory 

will be limited to a supplemental insert this year, with a full publishing in 2011.  We considered an electronic 

version only, but we realize there are many that do not have email.  We’ll focus a lot of our energy in 2010 

on communication, and beautification and lighting for the common areas.  Unfortunately, without a social 

chair, our social events may be limited. 

 The board welcomes your feedback and suggestions.  Please visit the website and call or email us. 

http://www.heartwoodtree.com


 

 

Your Mountainbrook Civic Association Board Members:  

President Mike Anderson President@MBCivic.com 704-759-6743 

Vice President Brian Miller VP@MBCivic.com 704-534-2025 

Treasurer Barbara Balentine Treasurer@MBCivic.com 704-553-9343 

Secretary Laura Turner Secretary@MBCivic.com 704-552-5363 

Beautification OPEN Beautification@MBCivic.com  

Directory &  

Website 

Murali Varadarajan Webmaster@MBCivic.com 704-817-8789 

Membership OPEN Membership@MBCivic.com  

Newsletter Janice Major Newsletter@MBCivic.com 704-643-9722 

Safety Sandy/Elizabeth 

McGregor 

Safety@MBCivic.com 704-552-6023 

Social OPEN Social@MBCivic.com  

Anne Heinig Park Burt Arrington 

Ashley Samuelson 

AnneHeinig-

Park@MBCivic.com 

704-551-0567 

704-556-9773 

Welcome Leslie Carmichael 

Barbara Handschin 

Welcome@MBCivic.com  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tuesday, March 2  :  Civic Assoc. Board Meeting 

Saturday, April 3  :  Egg Hunt—WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 

Tuesday, April 6  :  Civic Assoc. Board Meeting 

Friday, April 30  :  Deadline for ad submission for Spring newsletter 

Tuesday, May 4  :  Civic Assoc. Board Meeting 

Memorial Day Weekend :  Tentative Parkapooluza Date 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE YARD OF THE MONTH WINNERS 

 

Please see our website at www.mbcivic.com for photos of these beautiful homes.   
 

 November :  3025 Shaker Drive, Eddie and Mary Brown 
 December :  holiday decorating contest 

 January  :  skipped due to weather 

 February        :  3601 Fountainhill Ridge Road, Mike and Renee Baumbach 

 

 Do you have a suggestion 

for the Mountainbrook Civic 

Association?   

 Do you have something for 

lost and found?   

 

If so, please check out our new  

Message Board at 

www.mbcivic.com 

If you would like to place an ad 

in our newsletter or directory,  

please contact   

Janice Major or Mike Anderson  

 newsletter@mbcivic.com  

 

Social Volunteers Needed   
As you can see we are absent a dedicated chair for our social committee.  If you would love to help, but 

don’t want responsibility for all the events throughout the year, we’ve got just the right proposal for you!  

How about applying your energy and talents to just one event?  

 

 Easter Egg Hunt   Park-a-Pooluza  Fall Picnic  Halloween Luminaries 

 

Please contact Mike Anderson 704-362-6395 or President@MBCivic.com 

http://www.mbcivic.com/
mailto:Directory@MBCivic.com


 

 

Safety Corner  
By Elizabeth and Sandy McGregor           704-552-6023 

  

During our annual meeting, our community police offi-

cers, SSG Travis Pardue and Officer John Kitchens, re-

ported  “. . . Our beat was #1 for crime reductions Sep-

tember-December 2009 and finished #5 overall crime re-

ductions for year 2009.  That’s out of 39 beats or response 

areas in the city.”  The South Division’s success is in 

large part because concerned neighbors like you who 

reported suspicious activity.  

 

Unfortunately, our neighborhood had a few problems 

that the officers outlined. 
  

Larceny From Auto: Auto larcenies are most likely 

from current or former residents who are stealing to 

feed a drug addiction. Removing all valuables from your 

car and parking it in your garage is the best way to pre-

vent your car from being broken into. Cars have been 

broken into both on the street and in the driveways. 

  

Drug Activity: The police have increased patrols and 

surveillance in the past 6 months because they have 

seen an increase in drug activity in our neighborhood. If 

you see suspicious activity call 911. 

  

Egging:  With CMPD’s advice, the best thing to do is 

to submit a report of when, where and what has been 

egged in the past 4-6 months. This data will influence 

their patrols.  We need your help gathering this infor-

mation.  Submit date, time, address, and what was 

egged to safety@mbcivic.com. 

   

Together we can let criminals and vandals know that 

we will not tolerate it!  See more safety info on our 

website www.MBCivic.com/Safety. 

Annual Meeting 
Our annual meeting was held on Saturday, January 23rd.  Karen Willis led us through a slideshow of the year 

in review which can be viewed at www.mbcivic.com.  2009 was a busy year for the civic association.  We 

worked very hard to collect membership dues and held steady at 72%, even during a recession and with 

many families contributing extra.  We decreased meeting expenses, cut back on social funds, sold more di-

rectory and newsletter ads than ever, and in the end, were able to contribute to our cash reserve.  We put 

in a lot of time and energy to increase communications.  The website was continuously updated and im-

proved and now includes a Message Board and Lost and Found.  Safety was and continues to be a major fo-

cus for our community.  Our volunteers put in many hours to keep the entrances looking great and to figure 

out solutions for maintaining the gas lamps.  The Fall Picnic, Parkapooluza, the yard sale and all the other so-

cial events were a huge success.  Read more at www.mbcivic.com. 

Membership Drive   
Please note the insert in this newsletter for our 

2010 Mountainbrook Civic Association Member-

ship Drive.  Our dues are $100 per year, but 

our goal is 100% participation at any level.   

 

The lion’s share of our dues go to beautification 

projects such as lighting and the landscaping of 

the entrances and common areas. Social events 

are a fraction of our expenses. 

  

Kids or no kids, dog or no dog, park lover or not, 

we are all in this adventure together.  Everyone 

has a vested interest in maintaining and improving 
our wonderful community.  We need your sup-

port.  We need your neighbors’ support.  There 

may have valid reasons not to join the civic asso-

ciation in years past, but we need to focus on the 

present and future. The time is now to support 

your community.   

 

In 2009 and 2008 we had 72% participation;  

that’s 263 neighbors out of 363 homes.  

2010 Budget Summary 

Admin  $        335.00  

Communication  $    2,400.00  

Insurance  $    1,432.00  

Utilities  $    2,335.00  

Landscaping  $  11,808.00  

Luminaries  $    1,000.00  

Repairs  $        350.00  

Social  $        940.00  

Total  $  20,600.00  



 

 

Mountainbrook Civic Association 

PO Box 472926 

Charlotte, NC 28247 

TO:  

 

<<DirectoryName>> 

<<Address>> 

<<City, ST>>  <<ZipCode>> 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring is almost hereðtime to spruce up your house and deck!   
Trust a professional to do it right the first time. 

We can make your brick, vinyl, wood or concrete look like new!   
 

Call Scott Major,  
Mountainbrook resident,  

for a special  

MOUNTAINBROOK DISCOUNT !  

704-529-5775 
www.majorcleaninc.com  

INCORPORATED IN 1995 
PRESSURE WASHING  
AND LOT SWEEPING 

  
Commercial & Residential  

  

  FREE ESTIMATES 

  FULLY INSURED 

 

Mountainbrook 

Civic Association 

Membership Form 

Enclosed!  


