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GRAND OPENING HIT .
BOB HOPE
s “PALEFACE"

rom its glittering marquee to its Mirrophonic-

Deluxe sound system, The Carolina Theatre

opened in 1948 in downtown Lexington as

the finest, most attractive and comfortable
motion picture theatre in the Carolinas. Everything
modern and ultra-modern attainable went into the
construction of the building and into the equipment. The
debut showing of Paramount’s Technicolor production,
“The Paleface” starring Bob Hope and Jane Russell
was held on opening night. The theatre was the hub
of activity for Lexington. Saturday morning movies,
sponsored by Coca-Cola, were attended by children
using pop caps for admission. Saturday nights were
attended by adults and teenagers. The 11 p.m. late
show was a popular outing.

With the advent of cinemas, the Carolina Theatre’s
popularity declined and it eventually closed. It sat quietly
for a few years waiting to be rescued. And it was —

THE
EpwArp C. SMITH

CIVIC CENTER of Lexington

217 South Main Street
Lexington, North Carolina 27292

by a group of dedicated individuals who, in 1976,
raised funds and purchased it from ABC Southeastern
Theaters and then transferred ownership to the City of
Lexington. Other fund-raising was done, restoration
and renovation work completed and, in May 1980, The
Lexington Civic Center opened.

In 1987, the neighboring building (Green Printing) was
purchased by a private citizen and given to the City of
Lexington. With funding from the city and privately held
fund-raisers, the building was united with the Civic Center
adding a ballroom, conference room, dressing rooms
and scene shop. Since then, several renovations have
taken place adding new seats, a hydraulic orchestra pit
and new lighting and sound systems.

In 1995, during the Civic Center’'s 15th anniversary
celebration, the Lexington City Council formally renamed
the facility The Edward C. Smith Civic Center of Lexington.
Edward C. Smith worked as an usher at the Carolina
Theatre and met his wife there. Years later, he chaired
the campaign to raise funds for converting the theatre
info the Civic Center. And later, he was the individual
who purchased the adjoining building to the Civic Center,
donated it to the City of Lexington and helped raise
funds for converting this building into dressing rooms
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and a ballroom. In 1998
Smith led the “Set the
Stage” campaign that
raised the Civic Center
to the professional level
it is foday.

Serving as the cultural
anchor of the revitalized
historic district of Uptown
Lexington, the Smith
Civic Center has served
many generations and
looks forward to serving
many more.

From receptions to business meetings, ballets to
luncheons, rehearsals to fund-raising events, the Smith
Civic Center is a beautiful facility that lends itself to a
variety of uses. Stage level dressing rooms complete
with mirrors, dressing tables, showers and restroom
facilities, an elegant ballroom for dinners and meetings,
plus state-of-the-art sound and lighting systems are just
a few of the outstanding features offered, insuring that
each event or special performance will be a highly
professional and inspiring occasion.




A. Reception Area

T 1 @ B. Office
| R C. Smith Ballroom
A B D. Kitchen
Q E. Conference/
Multipurpose Area
% F. Restrooms
G. Lavatory
¢ Y H. Bath/Shower
° I. Dressing Rooms
% J. Green Room
c == K. Wing
- (% L. Stage
M. To D ing R
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] 0. Restrooms
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Proscenium Height .......ccocuueieeiiiiennnnnnn. 25 ft. 6 Pipes for Scenery
Proscenium Width.......ccccocvueeeiinceeennneee. 32" 4" 4 Pipes for Electrical
Curtain Line to Back Wall Upstage.......... 23 ft. 1 Cyclorama
Curtain Line to Apron Downstage........... 8 10” 5 Legs
Curtain Line to Lift Downstage ............. 19’ 10" 1 Mid Stage Traveler
Stage Floor to Gridiron .........cccuvueeieeenn. 53 ft. 1 Up stage Traveler
1 14" Schedule 40 Pipe

21 Line Sets

el III
The Edward C. Smith Civic Center of Lexington is a member of the League of Historic American Theatres.

Edward C. Smith Civic Center * 217 South Main Street * Lexington, NC 27292 « (336) 249-7875 « www.smithciviccenter.com




