el Benson VEW Post 2503  [Recas

1t Thursda
it February 2012 every month

www.VFWP0st2503.0rg. 7:30 p.m.
402 571-8397

POST 2503 OFFICERS 11-12
Commander: Tim Ross
Sr. Vice Commander: Doug Whitaker
Jr. Vice Commander: Mike Rosso
Quartermaster: Ron Dupell
Chaplain: Jerry Hodakowski
Surgeon: Terry White
Judge Advocate: Dave Christiansen
Officer of the Day: Bob Podany
Adjutant: Fred Van Peer
Guard: Armold Gerst
Service Officer: Dave Christiansen

AUXILIARY OFFICERS 11-12 )
o President: Connie Dohse-Ross
_ Sr. Vice President: Linda McMullen
Jr. Vice President: Connie Liebsack
Treasurer: Ruth Gerst
Secretary: Pat Dembowski
Chaplain: Blanche Ferree
Conductress: Linda McMullin
Guard: Ann Hoff

k Parliamentarian: Fred Van Peer Y, \_ Patriotic Instructor: Y,
Commanders Corner . Auxiliary News vl ALLCII)J%T];“OTS s
isters:

Comrades: , Change is sometimes hard for any of us. For Your Listening Pleasure

We are continuing to move forward with  Cpanoe can be a good thing. Changes have
efforts to update capabilities within the Post.  peen made and will continue to be made within ~ Wednesday, February 1,2012 Easy listening
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level Patriots Pen Essay contest. Linda McMullen, Sr Vice




NEWSLETTER
DISTRIBUTION UPDATE

Hello Everyone,

For the past 18 months, we have been ask-
ing that Post members receive their newsletter
via e-mail. Several months ago, we asked that
members go to e-mail or pay $12.00 per year to
receive the newsletter via US Mail.

Rising costs now make us ask you to com-
municate with us by March 1, 2012 your choice
of continuing to receive the newsletter via US
Mail for a $12.00 annual fee or to convert to
electronic e-mail free of charge.

We regret that if you have not communicat-
ed with us by March 1, 2012, we will no longer
be able to send the newsletter to you.

Please forward your decision to us by one of
the following methods:

1. E-mail to webmaster@vfwpost2503.org
(include your full name, street address and the
e-mail address you wish us to send the newslet-
ter to, and identify your status: Post member,
Auxiliary member, AM Vet etc).

2. US Mail to Quartermaster, VFW Post 2503,
8904 Military Ave. Omaha, NE 68134, and a
check for $12.00. Please insure you provide
your mailing address, and identify your status
as a Post member, Auxiliary member, AM Vet
etc. Ron Dupell, Quartermaster

FOUR PEOPLE

Once upon a time, there were four peo-
ple: their names were Everybody, Somebody,
Nobody and Anybody. Whenever there was an
important job to be done, Everybody was sure
that Somebody would do it. Anybody could
have done it but Nobody did it.

When Nobody did it, Everybody got angry
because it was Everybody’s job. Everybody
thought that Somebody would do it, but No-
body realized that Nobody would do it.

So consequently Everybody blamed Somebody
when Nobody did what Anybody could have
done in the first place.

We’ve got plenty of Somebodies that do
alot around the Post. If you have not joined in,
please do. We could use a few back-ups and
assistants for all our hard working Somebodies.
Ask around and see where your talents can be
utilized. One of our hardworking Somebodies
would be happy to show you what they do.

COOTIE CORNER

Up Coming Events:

3" Thursday, 7:30 pm, Cootie Meeting
3" Monday, 6:30 pm, Bingo at ENVH
Seam Squirrel Gary Steckelberg,

Cootie Pres. Toni Geis

From the SENIOR VICE

VEW Post 2503 Internet Web
Site

rivale Domers lilelping the Post Update

You may have noticed over the last few
months your VFW has been updating certain
items in the Post. These items include the two
new televisions and sound bar in the canteen, the
computers and monitors in the office and can-
teen area, and the addition of movie nights made
possible by the purchase of a movie license from
the Motion Picture Industry Association.

All of these items have been purchased
through generous donations provided by mem-
bers of our Post. These members have come
forward and have donated money specifically
for these projects. Some members have asked
why other major expenditures, such as upgrad-
ing the fire suppression system in the kitchen,
purchasing a new stove and upgrading the elec-
trical panel, were not addressed first and that is
understandable.

However, the Post is very appreciative of any
gift no matter its size or intended purpose. If
a member or donor specifically asks that their
money be used for a certain purpose, the Post
is going to honor that request because, just as
in the servie, every contribution, no matter how
small or large, leads to the successul completion
of the mission.

The Post leadership wants to than everyone
for their contributions to the Post whether mon-
etary or the long and hard hours that are freely
given to make our Post the best it can be.

Doug Whitaker, Sr Vice Commander

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

This weather we have been having cannot
last forever, as much as we’d like it to. Think
about volunteering with a group of your friends
to serve up a warm meal, or some snacks on
one of our entertainment nights. It all goes to
supporting our Post, and you will have a great
time doing it. Talk to the House Committee on
January 31% or February 28" to lock in a date.

BASKET NIGHTS RETUR

Friday, February 24"
marks the first

% *Shrimp
*Chicken
*Fish

5 BASKETS

“ of Lent.
Come out and join us.

¢
£

www.viwpost2503.org

Our site has seen well over 45,000 visi-
tors since becoming operational in January
2010. We have over 300 people receiving
the newsletter by e-mail. Your assistance
in reducing Post operating costs is of much
importance to the Post. We are also able to
provide much more information to you via
e-mail. Please be an advocate and encourage
other Post and Auxiliary members to sign up
for the newsletter by e-mail.

Ron Dupell <Webmaster@FW Post 2503.0rg

FROM THE KITCHEN

Winners for the free meal were Ron
Schaefer, Dave Thompson, Roy Stroud, Kim
Gerst and Bill Heller. Congratulations and
thanks for supporting the Post.

**The special on February 29th will
be SWISS STEAK. I ask that you make
reservations at the bar by Friday, Febru-
ary 24th so I know how much to prepare
(402 571-8397)

The New Year’s Eve Dinner and dance
were a success. I would like to thank Rob
and Suzanne McDonald for volunteering
their time, helping serve the dinner and
with clean up.

I cannot say enough about our volunteers
and how dedicated they are. The Post could
not provide the services on food nights with-
out them. They all deserve a huge pat on
the back. You are great people, you make it
happen and your efforts do not go unnoticed.
If there is a food item you would like to see
on the menu let me know.

I am open to suggestions. The Post is
looking for volunteers to help out on the
nights food is served. There are plenty dif-
ferent things you can do from writing tickets
to serving food. Everyone is welcome. We
have fun. You may call me at 402-572-0651
or the Post at 402-571-8397 or leave a note
at the bar.

Keep in mind on HAMBURGER
NIGHT that hamburgers, chicken sand-
wiches and fish will always be served. The
menu on the calendar is the SPECIAL for
that day.

Please remember to fill out a ticket for
a chance to win a free meal.

HI BUD!

Thank you for all your support. Together
we can make a difference. Please thank our
Veterans and keep our members, families
and Troops in your thoughts and prayers.
Sincerely,

Kathy “Tiger” Thielen & the Crews



Tom White
Thank You Vets

www.tomwhite2010.com

THIS AREA

AVAILABLE FOR

YOUR AD

Great Circulation - Reasonable

[ N B |
ATTENTION ALL VETS

With mobility issues

I GRANTS AVAILABLE For YOU.

Specialize in Interior/exterior

Renovations. Bonded Insured

Licensed - VA approved

COMPUTER VIRUS REMOVAL
Clean Out Viruses, Update Windows
Install Anti-Virus Programs
Regularly $85% Special = $75%

FOR SALE
Huge Selection of Laptops

and Desktop Computers
* HEADSETTERS *
7758 Cass Street

Rates - Super Response

Call Mike 402-690-1111

Februarl'y 2012

402-572-0350 Ext 330

TY T[T T YT T
Calt for an aj

TTTY
intment to visit our showroom at
10725 Mockingbird Drive

TTTY

Nick Rosso, Owner

1702 N. 72" St.

391-2171
Ryan Gray, Manager & Post 2503 Member

6505 S. 144™ St.
895-3400
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See Inside

* MUSIC IN THE LOUNGE

* BASKET NIGHTS RETURN
* SUNDAY BREAKFAST

* BE A KARAOKE STAR

From your Honor Guard Captain Chuck Wolf
MILITARY RITES : November 2011

Military Members
Deceased =~ ... Cemetery.......... Members
12/1/11 Davis, William W Sr............. Forest Lawn .......ccccoooviiiiiieeeinn. 8
12/1/11 Hairston, Herman Jr.............. Mt HOPE v, 6
12/2/11 Sena, Raymond A................. Westlawn Hillcrest..........cccccevnnenee. 6
12/3/11 Thode, Harry Jacob............... Forest Lawn .......ccoocevveeiiiienicnene 10

12/5/11 Walker, Arthur.......................
*12/6/11 Bogue, Orval D

12/8/11 McCarthy, Paul Joseph.......... Heafey West Center Chapel............. 9
12/12/11 Carson, Earl Marshall DDS Evergreen..........ccocoecvevveeeeveeennens 7
12/12/11 Von Dollen, Grace W .......... Westlawn Hillcrest..........ccccvveaneeee. 7
12/12/11 Ballweg, Aloysius “Al”....... Calvary .....coevvenenenenceeeeee 6

12/14/11 Holzapfel, Matthew S
12/14/11 Harkins, Leonard ................
12/14/11 Bylund, Margaret M...
12/16/11 Bruno, James A ...................
12/16/11 McFaddden, Harry W Jr MD...Calvary
12/16/11 Kettering, James H..............

12/16/11 Severson, Darwin L Sr........ Forest Lawn ........cc..oooovvivieviennenns 11
12/17/11 Cleveland, Allan L Sr.......... Westlawn Hillcrest...........c.c.ccvo...... 9
12/17/11 Holmes, Roy Lee ................ Forest Lawn ........ccoooeviinniniinnenn, 1
12/20/11 Newton, John M PhD.......... Calvary ....cccoeeeeeeeeeeieieeeeene 11
12/22/11 Knudsen, James Jr............... Westlawn Hillcrest...........cccvenee.. 10

12/23/11 Pierce, Richard Dean
12/27/11 Jones Jesse St......ccccvvveenrenen.
12/28/11 Frederickson, Keith A
12/28/11 Cuva, August A ........ccceeee
12/28/11 Brau, Paul J Sr....................
12/28/11 Fortina, Francis John...........
12/30/11 Lenihan, George..................
12/30/11 Alexander, Michael ....
12/31/11 Rhedin, Roland E................
12/31/11 Scholer, ThomasF ..............
Funerals 31.......ccoveievieiiiieieienieiee,

V.F.W. Post 2503
8904 Military Road
Omaha, NE 68134

Address Service Requested Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage
PAID
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Omaha, NE

NOTICE: All articles should be in the NewsLetter Box, IN
WRITING, at the Post no later than February 4th. If articles are
not submitted by the deadline they will have to wait for the next
newsletter.  We try to have the newsletter to the printers by the
Saturday following the meetings. If changes need to be made after
the meetings, articles can be amended. When your article is late, the
Newsletter is late to all our members. Please use a full sheet of paper.
Little pieces of paper can get lost. Thank You

December 2011
Names will be published next month. We apolo-
gize for the inconvenience.

CLUB HOURS
Monday...... Closed
Tuesday thru Friday ...... 3:00 pm -10:00 pm
Saturday ...... Noon -11:00 pm
Sunday...... Noon- 6 pm

PHONE: 571-8397

77e LPost /s seing
Memroriz/ Lr/icks

around the memorial walk and flag.
Chairman Bob Fenton

Memorial Bricks ar- being sold by Post 2503 to be
put around the outside of the Memorial flag pole. These bricks
will cost $60.00 each. They will be for VFW, Auxiliary, Amvet &
Auxiliary members, their families and people they sponsor. They
will be memorials for living or deceased people. They will be or-
dered once a year on April 1st for installation by Memorial Day
each year. Max 16 spaces per line, 3 lines, cost, $60.00 per brick.

I Name |
I Please Print I
| Phone # |
| WORDS ON BRICK |
I LINET I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 __1:
I LINE2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 771'
I LINE3 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1T 1 1 1 11 __1'
I CHECKS ONLY - NO CASH Return this form to the post I



WELCOME

Meet Post 2503’s New

Director of Marketing and Operations

On January 3%, VFW Post 2503 welcomed
aboard Ms. Martha Shearman. As reported in
last month’s newsletter, the House Committee
recently conducted a reorganization of the staff
aimed at increasing revenues to the Post. That
led to the advancement of a business devel-
opment/operations manager position. Which
saw more than 40 applicants for the job. After
offering interview to six well qualified appli-
cants, the House Committee selected Martha
for the position. Martha is a 2005 graduate
from Creighton University where she received
a Bachelor’s degree in Marketing. While at-
tending Creighton, she worked for Mercedes
Benz of Omaha and upon graduation became
their first Business Development Consultant
and Internet Sales Liaison. After gaining
valuable experience there. Martha went to
work for CLS Investments, LLC, where she
helped her sales team reach $60,000,000.00
in sales within six months. After a couple
of years of success in the investment world,
Martha decided to take some time off and
hang out with her daughter. Upon reentering
the job market, Martha went to work for Cox
Communications where she was a sales repre-
sentative and then later an account retention
specialist responsible for retaining customers.
However due to the economy, Cox decided to
move her position along with another 199 to
Wichita, Kansas. Martha decided to stay in
Omaha. Military service is something Mar-
tha honors very much. Her grandfather was
a POW in World War II and her fiance’, who
she is engaged to be married to this summer is
a veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Please
welcome Martha to our Post.

AFTER JANUARY 1*

Membership Cards will be checked. Be
sure you have your new 2012 Membership
Card if you are not a Life Member. Go to
www.vfw.org, click on login and create an
account. You can pay your dues with your
credit card and be sure to have your card on
January 1%

While you are at it, go ahead and buy
yourself a Life Membership, so that you’ll
be prepared to show your card proudly every
year.

If you receive a dues reminder in the
mail, PAY YOUR DUES DIRECTLY TO
NATIONAL IN KANSAS CITY. If you pay
at the Post, there will be a delay in receipt of
your membership card.

BUDDY POPPIES

Thanks to members for their contributions
to the Relief Fund. It is not too late purchase
Poppy Cards in memory of a loved one or in
your name. Just stop by the Post or send in
your contributions.

Doug Whitaker, Poppy Chairman

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY

Sunday, February 5 - 5 PM
FREE )

F =
Hot Dogs -~

2 Price Bloody Mary Drinks

75¢ Draws @

$10-2 Buckets
Pot Luck - Bring Desserts

OMELET BREAKFAST

(13 b
—__ “Sunday
to.. FEBRUARY
>/ 19TH

'8:30 am - Noon
Only 5%

Bingo is

Our
Please mention it to your friends.
Wednesday at 7 pm, Saturday at |
pm. Blondo Bingo hall. Our two
new pickle machines seem to be a
hit. Especially the 25 cent ones. Thanks once
more to the anonymous donor friend of Bob

going well.

Ekdahl.

‘We have two new televisions in
the Post thanks to donations.

One is a 60 inch large screen. We

are still looking for a donation to cover the
cost of an external amplifier and speakers for
the large screen TV. Contact Doug Whitaker,
Senior Vice@vfwpost2503.org.

TFLIX MOVIES AND MOVIE NIGHTS

The Post can secure a license to show un-
limited movies downloaded from Netflix for
$275.00 per year... We would like to have a
Chili cook-off to raise the funds to pay for that
license. We are looking for assistance in orga-
nizing a chili-cook-off to be held in late Janu-
ary or early February... contact Rob McDon-
ald, House Committee Chairman. house@
viwpost2503.org or call the Post and leave a
message...402-571-8397

THIS IS THE YEAR TO:

Up Your Gratitude by Johm Kiralfik

“Knowing you had to work on Thanksgiving
of all days, I thought I’d express my gratitude
that you have taken the time and made the effort
to learn my name and greet me each day in a
way that makes me feel like a person instead of a
number. It’s a small thing, but on any given day,
it can make all the difference. Thank you.

About three years ago, I gave a card with these
words to a Starbucks barista named Kimber.
When I went in the next day, she told me, nearly
breaking down, that my note made her realize
what she did really counts. It was my 260th thank
you of 2008, the year I vowed to send one to a
different person every day, I succeeded -- though
it took more than 365 days.

I embarked on the endeavor at a time when I
felt anything but thankful: On New Year’s Day
2008, T went for a hike, feeling at an all-time low.
I was overweight, I owned a law practice, but it
was losing money. Entangled in a divorce, I lived
in a depressing apartment. The woman I’d been
dating had recently ended our relationship.

On my hike, I heard a voice. It said I shouldn’t

focus on what I wanted or had lost, but should
be grateful for what I had. The idea of a year of
thank-you popped into my head.
This project transformed my life. I saw how
much I had been blessed by so many people in
different ways and acknowledging their blessings
seemed to make them multiply. After I thanked
colleagues for directing cases to me, they referred
more. When I expressed gratitude to clients for
paying promptly, they began doing so even more
quickly.

Something more subtle occurred, too. With
my thank-you notes, I was trying to tell people
how much their kindness meant to me. As they
responded, that same message was reflected
back.

In 2010, I put out a book about my year of thank-
you, 4 Simple Act of Gratitude (now in paper-
back). A few days after its release, I got my first
thank-you from a reader. The next week, I re-
ceived a few more, and then my publisher sent
a whole box. My readers showed me how the
effects of gratitude continue to ripple out. A nurs-
ing home patient who was paralyzed on her right
side said she was grateful to be born left-handed
and had written notes to the staff. One woman
went in person to deliver her message to a former
teacher, who read it and wept -- she’d been work-
ing for 23 years and no one had ever thanked her.

My circumstances have improved immeasur-
ably since that hike. I’'m now in great shape -- I
ran a marathon to benefit leukemia research in
part to thank an employee, and then completed
two more. [ found a small but lovely house, and
I was appointed to my dream job, Superior Court
judge.

Having written my 860" note, I can say I keep
learning that gratitude is a path to the peace we
all seek. Recently, a friend whose support led
me to write my book passed away. On my desk
is a thank-you from him,and I pray that the heart-
felt note I’d sent to him did not go unread. At
sad times like these, I return to the practice that
turned my life around. I sit and think about the
people to whom I owe so much. Then I take out
my pen and write. Thank You.



