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Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom.  Simply click here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210 

** Announcements are at the end of this order of worship. ** 
 

 
 

The Service of Worship 

First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Fifth Sunday in Lent – Year B 
 

March 17, 2024                                        10:30 a.m. 
 

Prelude                        Nancy Flandermyer Chronister, Director of Music  
 

Welcome                                                                                     The Rev. Dr. Kelly M. Sisson, Pastor 
 

The Lesson from the Psalms              Psalm 51     Brian Barr, Soloist 
Mache Dich, Mein Herze, Rein 

J.S Bach,  BMV 244 from  St. Matthew Passion 
 

Call to Worship 
This is the day God has promised: the day of the new covenant. 
We are here, because our hearts are filled with love for our God. 
No longer carved on cold stone, this covenant is engraved on our hearts. 
Our hearts are open so God's Word can shape us. 
We will reach out to our neighbors, our friends and family, even to strangers. 
Our hearts are ready to serve God and all of God's people. 

 

Hymn for Worship  NCH #433  In the Bulb There Is a Flower                PROMISE 
~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

 

Our Joys and Concerns 
       Remember these known joys and concerns: 
      -   Peace in our world 
      -   Beth Wheat’s sister, Pat 
      -   The Flandermyers – Nancy Chronister’s parents 
      -   Doug and Anthony  
      -   Laura Weaver Haas’s mother and father 
      -   Nikki Balding’s father-in-law in hospice care 
      -   Bryce – Jen Langdon’s nephew 
      -   Betty – Carol Berman’s cousin living with cancer 
 

Call to Reconciliation 
If we would see Jesus, we must open our eyes to the ways we have not followed him as 
disciples. If we want God to create new hearts within us, we must speak of the old ways in 
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which we continue to live. If we seek God's mercy, we must confess all that keeps us from 
living as God's children. Join me, as we come to the One who will forgive us. 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession 
O Heart which seeks our own: we yearn for your presence in our lives, yet turn 
away from you time and again. We want to serve others but become obsessed with 
our own desires. We need your Word to fill our emptiness, yet let it be silenced by 
the noise of our world. Our hearts are clogged with the foolishness of our lives, 
and often struggle to beat in rhythm with your own. 
In this silence, and in the depths of our hidden souls, come to us and make us 
whole, Steadfast Love. Write grace upon our hearts, so we might be more forgiving 
people; write mercy on our hearts, so we might become more welcoming people; 
write hospitality upon our hearts that we might become more like Jesus Christ, 
who came for all people, even us. 

Silence is kept 
Assurance of Pardon 

A new heart, a generous spirit, a fresh start: these are the gifts our God gives to us. 
Through Christ, we are cleansed; through Christ, we are healed; through Christ, 
we become new people. Thanks be to God.   

 

Congregational Response  MV #69 (see insert)   Kyrie Eleison                                 KERVIN 
~ remain seated as we sing ~ 

 

Hymn for Lent         VU #121   Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery             THOMAS 
                    ~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

 
 

Scripture Lessons  Jeremiah 31:31-34 and John 12:20-33     Carol Berman, Liturgist 
 

The Message                  Being a Safe Space                                      Rev. Sisson 
 

Making an Offering 
 

Please consider making an offering through on-line giving, or mail your check to the church 
address. You can find information on our church web page: first-ststephens.org You may 
also place your offering in the offering plate in the sanctuary. Or, you may use the QR 
Code that is at the end of the announcements. 

 

Prayer of Dedication/offering 
As you write upon our hearts, soften them with your compassion. As you 
soften them, open us to the needs of those close to us, as well as those in 
every corner of your world. As you open us to the hurts and heartaches of 
your children, give us the grace to be as generous with our gifts as you are 
in blessing us. Take these gifts and use them to share peace, love, grace, and 
joy with all of your people. Amen. 
 

Hymn for Going Forth NCH #611  O Day of God, Draw Near           ST. MICHAEL 
                   ~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

Benediction     Shalom           Choir 
by Dan Forrest 

Postlude 
+   +   +   +   + 

 

Worship Resources are adapted from Thom Shuman, PCUSA 
 

http://first-ststephens.org/
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Welcome! We are glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please fill out a 
visitor’s card from the back of one of the chairs and either place it in the offering 
plate or hand it to the pastor after the service. Please stay for coffee and 
conversation in the Gathering Room after the service.  
 

The Art Gallery is open today from noon to 2p.m. Thank you, Lois Joellenbeck, for being 
today’s docent.  
 

Trans Fam meets Tuesday night at 7p.m. If you have a transgender family member and would 
like to be more supportive, come to the Gathering Room this Tuesday night. 
 

Please bring sanitary products for “Changing the Cycles” as we help end menstrual poverty; 
and stews, canned chili, or pastas for ACTC.  
 

Holy Week Schedule: 
Palm Sunday, 10:30a.m., March 24th 
Maundy Thursday, 7p.m. March 28th 
Easter Sunday, 10:30 a.m., March 31st 

followed by Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 
 

To Make an Offering Now 

 
Consistory for 2024 
 

Amanda Ajulu – President - amandamajulu@yahoo.com 
Jen Langdon – Vice President - jenjele@gmail.com 
Bill Ingram – Treasurer - william.ingram@gmail.com 
Richard Arrington - richard_arrington2003@yahoo.com 
Emily Perl – emilyperl78@gmail.com 
Laura Weaver Haas – laurahaas0720@gmail.com 
Nancy Ciesla - nciesla62@gmail.com 
Nancy Chronister – Member at Large - nancyfc88@comcast.net 
Kelly Sisson – Member at Large - fssuccpastor@gmail.com 

 
Strategic Planning Committee 
 

Amanda Adjulu – Chairperson amandamajulu@yahoo.com 
Lake Prescott    lprescott@towson.edu 
Tim Wheat    wtwheat@gmail.com 
Debbie Kavanagh   debbiekav83@gmail.com 
Brittany Claridge   bkap12@gmail.com 

 

Church Staff 
 

Kelly M. Sisson    Pastor     fssuccpastor@gmail.com    (410)832-3974 
Nancy Chronister  Director of Music     nancyfc88@comcast.net     (610)724-6096 
Alex Vishio      Theologian at Large     avishio@mail.smu.edu 
Zach Langdon-Kennedy   Artist in Residence   tinnatupaws@gmail.com 
Deb Taylor    Administrative Assistant  fss.church.ofc@gmail.com     (410)377-5224 
Renard Noble       Properties Caregiver      (410) 419-5199 

 

Church Office  (410) 377-5224     WiFi Password: ONAcomma 


