
CLERGY 
 

Rev. Vincent L. Parsons, J.C.L., Pastor 
pastor@howardcountycatholics.com  
Rev. Mr. Neil Baquet, Deacon  
deacon@howardcountycatholics.com 
Julie Dush, Homebound Pastoral Minister 

Phone (308) 968-3421 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday-Friday 8AM- 4PM (308)754-4002 

 

STAFF 
Judi Baker, SPP Office Manager & Co-DRE 
office@howardcountycatholics.com 
Becky Knox, Co-Director of Religious Education 
rebecca.knox@spwildcat.org 
Chad Bauder, Activity Director 

activity@howardcountycatholics.com 
Kathy Gorecki, SA & SJ Office Manager 

Phone (308)336-3351 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
office@howardcountycatholics.com 
Facebook: 
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church  
St. Joseph Catholic Church  
 

St. Anthony Catholic Church of Padua/Farwell 

My Parish App:                                                  
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church  
Bulletin: News in by Noon on Wednesday 

             
 

 
 
 

 

               Prayer Chain 
 

St. Paul - Dianne Rice: 308-571-0039 
        St. Paul - Ann Rief: 308-380-0619 
Farwell-Michelle Woitalewicz:308-336-3241 
Farwell - Thereasa Nealon: 308-336-3349 
        Elba - Betty Poss: 308-750-0512       
 

“Pray without ceasing”  1 Thessalonian 5:17 

                                  

 

Howard County Catholics 

                           www.howardcountycatholics.com 
 

   Sts. Peter & Paul          St. Anthony   St. Joseph 

 

 

1803 Highway 11 

Elba, NE 68835  

Mass 3rd Saturday of 

each Month  6:30pm 

103 Kearns Ave 

Farwell, NE 68838 

Mass 1st Saturday of 

each Month 7:00pm 

713 Elm Street  

St. Paul, NE 68873 

Saturday mass 5:00pm 

Sunday mass 8:00am & 10:00am 

 

 
GOAL:   

$400,000 

$300,000 

$200,000 

$500,000     

$100,000  

 
COMMITTED: 

  $147,221 

$0 
 COLLECTED: 

  $73,029 
 

 

 

 

I  
AM 

THE WAY 
AND  
THE 

TRUTH 
AND 
THE 

LIFE 
 

JOHN 14:6 

Front row: Hunter Johnson, Abigail Hirschman, Lauren Sladek, 
Sidney Gawrych, Madison Harrahill, & Mattilyn Stepanek; 
 

Back row:  Altar Server Eli Thomas, Garett Pawloski,  
Christopher Thomas, Rev. Vincent Parsons, Kailee Shreve, 
Shane Kosmicki, Deacon Neil Baquet, Jackson Kramer,  
Emma Elstermeier, & Altar Server Tristan Thomas 



Note from our Pastor 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter - Year B 

May 5, 2024 
 

 Larry Walters lived in Los Angeles. His lifelong dream 
was to pilot an airplane. He joined the Air Force hoping to fly 
the F-16. Unfortunately, Larry had poor eyesight. His limited 
vision disqualified him from becoming a pilot. After he was 
discharged, he would lounge for hours in his back yard,    
watching the planes take off and land from Los Angeles        
International Airport. Oh, how he wanted to pilot one of those 
planes. 

 One afternoon the thought came to him. There’s      
another way to pilot an aircraft. Why not tie balloons to a lawn 
chair I am laying on. Then, I would inflate the balloons with 
helium and casually rise above the roof tops. When I decide to 
come back down, I will release one balloon at a time.   

 He shopped around for balloons. He stopped at the 
Army-Navy surplus store and found Army weather balloons. 
He bought 45 balloons and several tanks of helium. These   
balloons were extra heavy. He strapped the balloons to his 
lawn chair and tethered the chair to the bumper of his jeep. 
He packed a few sandwiches and a few cans of beer. He took 
his B-B gun so he could shoot holes into the balloons and     
release the helium. Then he would return to earth. He put on a 
parachute. When he was ready for takeoff, his ground-crew 
friends cut the tether. 

 Larry laid back in his lawn chair with his sandwiches, 
beer and B-B gun next to him. Larry figured he would float  
lazily above the roof tops. But no! When the tether was cut 
loose, those helium filled balloons bolted skyward. Up, up and 
away he went.  Larry hung on for dear life. He was rising so 
rapidly he couldn’t steady his gun to shoot B-Bs into the       
balloons. The winds carried him into the approach corridor for 
Los Angeles International Airport. Two commercial pilots     
radioed the tower about passing a guy in a lawn chair with a 
gun in his hand. Word quickly spread amongst Airport Officers, 
The Coast Guard and the Police Officers. Law officers anxiously 
awaited the arrival of the lawn chair flight. After 45 minutes of 
drifting with the clouds, Larry shot a few holes in the balloons 
and slowly descended. When Larry reached the good Earth the 
police welcomed him and arrested him. As he was led away in 
handcuffs, a television reporter asked, “Sir, why’d you do it?” 
Larry nonchalantly said, “A man can’t just sit around!” 

In a blaze of glory, as if the sun was standing still and the 
moon was shining at the same time, the Lord ascends into 
heaven. Thursday is the solemnity of the Ascension of the 
Lord. Mass times for Ascension:  Wednesday Evening Vigil 
Mass 7PM; Thursday 7AM & 12:05PM.   

Daily Mass Intentions 
 

Monday 5/6 No Daily Mass  
 

Tuesday 5/7 8:30 am Mass (SPP)  
   t John McIntyre 
   By Dorothy Koperski 
 

Wednesday  5/8 7:00 pm Ascension Vigil  Mass (SPP) 

   t Anna Dedic  
   By Family 
 

Thursday 5/9 8:30 am Mass (SPP)  
   7:00 am Ascension Mass (SPP) 

   t Matthew Parsons 
   By Todd & Cindy Peters 
 

    12:05 pm Ascension Mass (SPP) 

   t Norbert Turek  
   By John & Sandi Mudloff 
 

Friday  5/10 9:00am Service (Brookfield) 
   t Ardath Kusek 
   By Nancy Psota 
 

Saturday 5/11 4:30 pm Reconciliation (SPP) 
   5:00 pm Mass (SPP) 
   t Leo Stenka 
   By Jan Sack 
     

Sunday  5/12 8:00 am Mass (SPP) 

   t John McIntyre 
   By Darren Wichmann 
 

   10:00 am Mass (SPP) 
   People of the Parishes 

  

Ministry Schedule May 8th - 12th 
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY 7:00PM Confirmation / Ascension 
SACRISTAN: Neil Baquet       MUSIC: Betty VanDyke  
GREETERS: Family of Candidates 
LECTOR: Jack Thede 
EM: Christopher Thomas / Shane Kosmicki 
SERVERS: Paisley Call / Ike Gawrych 
 

THURSDAY Ascension 7:00AM & 12:05PM MASS  Volunteers  
SATURDAY 5:00PM MASS   
SACRISTAN: Michael Happ / Kevin & Cindy Sestak /Julie Baquet  
GREETERS: Meagan Dubas Family 
LECTOR: Becky Knox 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Meagan Dubas / Sherry Oakley 
SERVERS: Volunteers 
 

SUNDAY 8:00AM MASS    
SACRISTAN: Ken Vincik       
GREETERS: Kerry & Heidi Townsend / Bob Dvorak 

LECTOR: Carol Vincik 
EM: Branson Townsend/ Kerry Townsend / Don Gorecki 
SERVERS: Volunteers 
 

SUNDAY 10:00AM MASS    
SACRISTAN: Russ Kosmicki / Neil Baquet       
GREETERS: Matt & Ann Rief Family 
LECTOR: Jordan Meyer 
EM: Nikki Bader / Matt & Ann Rief / Rich & Marlene Kosmicki 
SERVERS: Archer Shotkoski / Owen Shotkoski 



Download APP:   
“WaveCAST Audio Receiver” 

The WaveCAST app allows listeners to hear the audio on 
their personal, Wi-Fi connected devices, such as a mobile 
phone. The WaveCAST App can be downloaded from 
Google Play for Android devices or the Apple App Store for 
iOS devices. 
Open the “WaveCAST Audio Receiver” App 
Select Network: Hearing Assist  Password: (none needed) 
Once connected to the network, the Hearing Assist Device 
will pop up in your list on the WaveCAST app.  Tap on it and 
adjust your volume.  (If using headphones, be sure to have 
them hooked up to your phone before selecting the 
WaveCAST app or it will announce the sound out loud.)  

FISH FOR SALE - 2 Boxes left 
 

10# box Pollock Fish -  $25/box, stop by SPP office or  
contact Sandi Mudloff 308-750-6439 to purchase. 

                                    Council 1918 Meeting: Tuesday, May 14,                                                        
                                7:00 PM at SPP Parish Hall NW classroom  
 

OUR MISSION: Together, we’re empowering Catholic men to live 
their faith at home, in their parish, at work, & in their community. 

 

SPP CCW Meeting - Sunday, May 19 
9:05AM Sts. Peter & Paul Parish Life Center 

All women of the Parish are welcome to attend!  

  
 
 

DREs ~ Becky Knox 308-571-0430 & Judi Baker 308-750-8418 
 

Please commit to continue hearing God’s Word  
by attending Mass this summer… 

The Third of the Ten Commandments given to Moses 
by God is, "Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day" 

(Exodus 20:8).  

 

                        

The Polish Heritage Center, Inc. in Ashton, NE and Gannon Travel 
are sponsoring a “Taste of Polonia Chicago” tour August 30 –  
September 2, 2024.  This includes a deluxe round trip motor coach 
from Grand Island, Lincoln, or Omaha, 5 meals, admission to all 
venues (except the Taste of Polonia $15), Step-on Guided tour of 
Chicago highlighting Polish Heritage sites of Chicago, three nights 
accommodations at Hampton Inn Chicago Magnificent Mile,  
Mass at Holy Trinity Polish Catholic Church and the Polish Museum 
of America. CUT OFF DATE for signing up is July 1st, 2024, EARLY 
SIGN UP ENCOURAGED.  
Please see the Polish Heritage Inc Facebook page fore more details 
or call Gannon Travel Associates (308) 381-8785.  

Totus Tuus catechetical program  
Coming to our Tri-Parish this summer 

July 28th – August 2nd 
Registration is Open! 

 

Register on our Website or Scan QR Code  
 

Tuition: $35/student, cap $100/family    
Register 3 weeks prior to get a free t-shirt! 

 

Current Grades First to sixth 
Daytime program - 9:00am to 3:00pm bring sack lunch,  

Please let us know if can help provide snacks  
 

Current Grades seventh to twelfth 
Evening program - 9:00pm to 8:15pm meal provided 

Bulletin Folders Needed 
Please consider helping fold bulletins  

on Fridays at 11:30am in Quilting Room  

Visit Nebraska.igivecatholictogether.org, choose Diocese of Grand 
Island, search (page 2) & select Sts. Peter & Paul Church (St. Paul) 

 

Mason Gorecki ~ son of Mike Gorecki & Renita Gorecki 

Weston Kroeger ~ son of Wade & Melinda Kroeger 

Cody Kuszak ~ son of Craig & Elizabeth Kuszak 

Annberlyn McClay ~ daughter of Anthony & Kaycee McClay 

Makenna Mottl ~ daughter of Matthew & Rebecca Mottl 

Norah Paulsen ~ daughter of Todd & Jill Paulsen 

Dawsyn Raile ~ son of Brady & Sarah Townsend 

Gabriel Rief ~ son of Matthew & Ann Rief 

Gage Sack ~ son of Joe & Tansy Sack 

Jack Thede ~ son of Phil & Christina Thede 

Tristan Thomas ~ son of Heath & Susan Thomas 

Ava Vech ~ daughter of Daniel & Carrie Vech 

Catechists: Dan & Carrie Vech and Deanna Hirschman 

Please pray for our Candidates and their Families. 



 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

ORGANIZATION NAME 

 
 

  

 
 

  

Parishioners:  Todd, Cindy, Riley & Katlynn Peters 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

LORD’S PORTION  

Sts. Peter and Paul    St. Anthony  

General Fund- $2,839.00   General Fund - $277.00 

Catholic Relief Services - $23.00  St. Joseph 

Parish Life Center - $155.00  General Fund - $140.00 

Restoring Our Father’s House - $ 300.00  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  

   Prayer Chain 
 

St. Paul - Dianne Rice: 308-571-0039 
        St. Paul - Ann Rief: 308-380-0619 

Farwell-Michelle Woitalewicz  
Farwell - Thereasa Nealon: 308-336-3349 

        Elba - Betty Poss: 308-750-0512       
 

“Pray without ceasing”  1 Thessalonian 5:17 

 

 

1207 2nd Street St. Paul, Ne 308-750-2837 
Wed. & Thurs. 11-5:30 Fri. 11-5 Sat. 10-2 

Mike & Jean Thede             www.ubetchaauto.com 

Trev Sharman                                 Office: 308-754-2200 
Sales                                                 Fax: 308-754-2221 


