The Difference Between
Baby Dedication

and Baptism

For it 1s by grace you have been saved, through faith...it is
the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9
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The difference between
Baby Dedication and Baptism

Bay Area Fellowship Church i1s comprised of people from many faiths and
cultural backgrounds. We want to be sure that your questions regarding
the difference between Baby Dedication and Baptism are well explained.

DEDICATION: The Baby Dedication is truly a parent
commitment service. It's the parent’s promuse to offer their
child to the Lord and to dedicate themselves to rearing

the child for the glory of God. %ﬁ

OUR GOAL IS TO:

* Help parents recognize that
children are a gift from God.

* Facilitate the parent’s verbal
commitment to raise their child in a
Christian environment.

* Challenge parents to be examples
in service and worship for their children.

* Assist parents in laying a firm
foundation of learning about God and an
example of the power of salvation for their

child.
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g Parents cannot choose their child’s salvation. Each person must
h j@ make the decision to have a personal relationship with Christ. When
children are cld encugh to understand the concept of sin and the
responsibility for that sin, then they are ready to make the decision to accept Christ

as their personal savior and assure eternal salvation.

Parents must howewer, lay a foundation through teaching and example that will
help children to make that decision at the right time. The same is true of marriage.
We cannot decide when or if our children will marry and we cannot guarantee
them a happy marriage. But through a positive example, we can lay a foundation
for making good decisions when the time comes.

Dedication is not baptism. Itis nota sacrament of any kind. It does not
impart salvation to the child. Dedication is the parent’s commitment to Geod to
raise the child in His ways.

Bay Area Fellowship Church dedicates children because we read in Luke 2:22-25
that as a child, his parents dedicated Jesus. In Mark 10:16 we see Jesus
bestowing blessings on the children. The Dedication ceremony is a time
to publicly make that commitment to pray for the child, love the child
and guide the child toward a personal relationship with Christ.

Baptism: The Bible tells us in Acts 8:12-13 that all believers are to be

baptized. Baptism does NOT get you to Heaven. Only faith in Christ makes a
believer and only by accepting Christ do we secure salvation and eternity in
heaven. Jesus asks us to be baptized and modeled this to us by being baptized as
an adult. Bay Area Fellowship does not baptize children until they are old encugh
to articulate their understanding and belief.

The Bible tells us that baptism is a symbol of Christ’s bunal and resurrection. Itis
a symbel of new life in Chnist - a symbol that tells others that you are a believer.
Much like a wedding ring, it is a cutward sign of an inward commitment.

Baptism does not MAKE you a believer - it shows that you ARE a believer. “For
it 1s by grace you have been saved, through faith..it 1s the gift of Ged, not by

wotks, so that no one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9

People often ask what happens if a baby or young child dies. A baby does not
need to be baptized to go to heaven. A child is totally under God’s spinitual care
until they are cld enough to make a decision for Chnst. Salvation 1s guaranteed to
children who die before the age of accountability. This is based on the nature of
God as revealed through Christ. The child has not yet come to the age when he

can accept or reject Christ. Therefore, Christ’s atonement covers all who die be-

fore reaching the age of accountability. g



Log onto
www.BAKidz.com

for upcoming
Bay Area Fellowship

‘Baby Dedication” Dates
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