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ÒSet an example for the believers 
in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.Ó  1 Timothy 4:12

Is Your Heart Ready?

Dear friends of Mount Hope,

  St. ValentineÕs Day or simply ValentineÕs Day is commemorated each year on February 
14. It is to be a celebration of love and affection between spouses, sometimes even family and 
friends. It traditionally is a day which lovers express their love for each other by presenting 
flowers, offering fine chocolates and sending greeting cards known as Òvalentines,Ó etc.

 Modern ValentineÕs Day symbols are most commonly associated with a red heart. Many 
of us already know what we will be doing to celebrate ValentineÕs Day, but letÕs focus this year 
on our spiritual hearts. 

 How can we grow bigger and bigger hearts for the lost and unchurched people in our 
community? How can we raise our missional temperature here at Mt. Hope and keep it high? 
Let me offer a few essential suggestions for all of us:

 - Regularly come to worship and spend time with God in prayer
 - Stay in GodÕs Word and respond to the truths of the Bible
 - Spend time with and learn from other contagious Christians

- Stay spiritually authentic 

God love you, 
Pastor Dan

 February 2012    

Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday – February 22

     The Trials of Jesus is the theme for this yearÕs Lenten services. Beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, February 22, Pastor Dan will be guiding us to a courtroom drama where a series of 
witnesses will give testimony about their experiences with the accused Ð Jesus Christ. Through 
their account, we will come to know the truth that Jesus came to take our place in the 
defendantÕs chair.

February 22 Ð The Voice of Satan Jesus faces the tempter in the wilderness

February 29 Ð The Voice of Judas JesusÕ betrayer defends his action s

http://www.mt-hope.org
http://www.mt-hope.org


Lenten Services

                                    Ash Wednesday, February 22, begins the season of Lent. Again this year we will 

                             be offering two weekly worship opportunities on each Wednesday during Lent -- 
                             4 p.m. worship and 6:30 p.m. worship. Both services will be similar in content  

                             except the 6:30 service may incorporate more praise songs then the 4 p.m. service.
     A  supper will be served by various groups and organizations each week from 4:45- 6 p.m. Please
join us each week as we travel in spirit to Calvary's cross and then finally to the open tomb of Easter.
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Investing for Time and Eternity
     ÒBut godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the 

world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will 

be content with that. People who want to be rich fall into temptation and a trap and 

into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.Ó   
1 Timothy 6:6-9

      Overall we are very pleased with the response of our congregation in financially supporting our 
mission and vision. So far 55 families have stepped out in faith by returning their Estimate of 
Giving  cards for 2012. (If you are one of the few who still hasn’t returned your card, you may still 
do so simply by placing your card in the offering plate any Sunday.)

     God blesses each of us with the money and possessions we need to support this body and life. 

But there is always that temptation to feel that God has not provided us with enough.

     We may tell ourselves that possessions and money are not our obsessions. We may not focus 

all of our time and attention on them, yet, we find ourselves trying to follow two paths by placing 
security, peace of mind and happiness in our earthly wealth.

     Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 

will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 
Matthew 6:24

     Satan tempts us to try to serve two masters. He plays on our desires for the things of this 
world. He would lead us away from the Lord and certainly tempts us not to commit to supporting 
the Lord’s church and her mission.

     Through the Word and Sacrament, the Holy Spirit works faith in our hearts to take hold of 
Christ’s righteousness. It is by His wondrous work in us that we look to the Lord for strength and 

guidance to “stay the path.Ó

     The Good News for us is that God alone will provide the essentials as we, through the Holy 

Spirit, set our hearts first on His Kingdom and His righteousness. Thank you to all who are 
lovingly and generously supporting our church.

God love you! 

Pastor Dan



Page 3

February 2012    

8 Ways to Easily Be Missional

Posted June 8th, 2011

Jonathan Dodson   

Missional is not an event we tack onto our already busy lives. It is our life.  Mission 
should be the way we live, not something we add onto life: ÒAs you go, make disciplesÉ.Ó; 
ÒWalk wisely towards outsidersÓ; ÒLet your speech always be seasoned with saltÓ; Òbe 
prepared to give a defense for your hopeÓ. We can be missional in everyday ways without 
overloading our schedules. Here are a few suggestions:

1. Eat with Non-Christians.  We all eat three meals a day. Why not make a habit of sharing 
one of those meals with a non-Christian or with a family of non-Christians? Go to lunch with a  
co-worker, not by yourself. Invite the neighbors over for family dinner. If itÕs too much work 
to cook a big dinner, just order pizza and put the focus on conversation. When you go out for 
a meal invite others. Or take your family to family-style restaurants where you can sit at the 
table with strangers and strike up conversation. Cookout and invite Christians and non-
Christians. Flee the Christian subculture.

2. Walk, DonÕt Drive.  If you live in a walkable area, make a practice of getting out and 
walking around your neighborhood, apartment complex, or campus. Instead of driving to the 
mailbox, convenience store, or apartment office, walk to get mail, groceries, and stuff. Be 
deliberate in your walk. Say hello to people you donÕt know. Strike up conversations. Attract 
attention by walking the dog, taking a 6-pack (and share), bringing the kids. Make friends. 
Get out of your house! Take interest in your neighbors. Ask questions. Pray as you go. Save 
some gas, the planet, and some people.  

3. Be a Regular.  Instead of hopping all over the city for gas, groceries, haircuts, eating out, 
and coffee, go to the same places. Get to know the staff. Go to the same places at the same 
times. Smile. Ask questions. Be a regular. I have friends at coffee shops all over the city. My 
friends at Starbucks donate a ton of left over pastries to our church 2-3 times a week. We 
use them for church gatherings and occasionally give to the homeless. Build relationships. Be 
a Regular.

4. Hobby with Non-Christians.  Pick a hobby that you can share. Get out and do something 
you enjoy with others. Try City League sports. Local rowing and cycling teams. Share your 
hobby by teaching lessons. Teach sewing lessons, piano lessons, violin, guitar, knitting, tennis 
lessons. Be prayerful. Be intentional. Be winsome. Have fun. Be yourself.

5 . Talk to Your Co-workers.  How hard is that? Take your breaks with intentionality. Go out 
with your team or task force after work. Show interest in your co-workers. Pick four and pray 
for them. Form mom groups in your neighborhood and donÕt make them exclusively Christian.
Schedule play dates with the neighborsÕ kids. Work on mission.

6 . Volunteer with Non-Profits.  Find a non-profit in your part of the city and take Saturday 
a month to serve your city. Bring your neighbors, your friends, or your small group. Spend 
time with your church serving your city. 

Continued on page 4



Page 4

February 2012    

7. Participate in City Events.  Instead of playing X-Box, watching TV, or surfing the net, 
participate in city events. Go to fundraisers, festivals, clean-ups, summer shows, and concerts. 
Participate missionally. Strike up conversation. Study the culture. Reflect on what you see and 
hear. Pray for the city. Love the city. Participate with the city.

8. Serve your Neighbors.  Help a neighbor by weeding, mowing, building a cabinet, fixing a 
car. Stop by the neighborhood association or apartment office and ask if there is anything you 
can do to help improve things. Ask your local Police and Fire Stations if there is anything you 
can do to help them. Get creative. Just serve!

DonÕt make the mistake of making ÒmissionalÓ another thing to add to your schedule. Instead, 
make your existing schedule missional.

*************************************************************************************************** 
Jonathan Dodson  is one of the pastors of Austin City Life in Austin, Texas and also helps lead The GCM 
Collective, Acts 29 Texas,  and PlantR.  

http://www.vergenetwork.org/2011/06/08/8-easy-ways-to-easily-be-missional/?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VergeNetwork+%28Verge+Network%29

Child Development Center News
The The Child Development Center has welcomed two new teachers to our staff. Maria 
Swanke and Rachel Cornes joined our team in January as preschool teachers and we are very 
thankful that God has led them to our center! Both Maria and Rachel have degrees in 
education, years teaching experience, and a passion to share GodÕs love with children and 
families. 

 February will be a month where we recognize and acknowledge the special people in 
our lives. The children will bring a special person with them to school for an exciting celebration 
on ValentineÕs Day. This celebration will include making a special gift, a variety of art activities, 
and a few songs all surrounding the theme of love. We are excited to meet all the special 
people that will visit our program. 
Registration for the 2012-2013 school-year is now open and all forms can be found on the Mt. 
Hope website or picked up from the office! Mrs. Woebke is also busy planning our summer 
program where the children will learn about healthy bodies and healthy minds. The center is 
open all summer long and will be offering full and part-time registration options.

 Thank you Mount Hope Members for your continued support of the Child Development 
Center ministry! 

Many Blessings, 
Amy Rosckes, Child Development Center Director

952-888-5059 ex. 26

Wish List Items: Clorox disinfecting wipes and glue sticks

Continued from page 3

http://www.vergenetwork.org/2011/06/08/8-easy-ways-to-easily-be-missional/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VergeNetwork+%28Verge+Network%29
http://www.vergenetwork.org/2011/06/08/8-easy-ways-to-easily-be-missional/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VergeNetwork+%28Verge+Network%29
http://www.vergenetwork.org/2011/06/08/8-easy-ways-to-easily-be-missional/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VergeNetwork+%28Verge+Network%29
http://www.vergenetwork.org/2011/06/08/8-easy-ways-to-easily-be-missional/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+VergeNetwork+%28Verge+Network%29
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Mt. Hope Music Ministry -
Annual Report 2011

     The year 2011 was a year of wonderful changes for the music ministry at Mt. Hope. The praise 
team learned and introduced many new songs during the second service and once again led a 
Praise and Prayer service during the spring. The Mt. Hope choir officially started rehearsals in 
2011, debuting fun music for the Lord during our Easter Celebration service. They continued 
rehearsals during the summer to prepare music for the Advent and Christmas season. 

     The music ministry continues to work closely with the Sunday school kids to provide live 
music during the opening worship time every week. We are blessed to consistently see a stronger 
attendance this year! This past summer included a wonderful turnout for VBS that featured the 
music of Go Fish and a new summer series of events for the family called Free Thursdays . 

     Free Thursdays  interactively included all family members of any age, culminating into our 
newly renamed Family Fest . The Family Fest , formally known as our annual Community Festival, 
featured the Mt Hope Praise Team. 

     Our summer worship schedule with one service was met once again with positive results of 
unifying worship!

     I am continually blessed to be a part of the Mt. Hope family. With the future of my own 
growing family, I have faith that God will continue to use the music ministry to aid in further 
growth of the Mt Hope family and building His Kingdom here on earth!

UPCOMING MUSIC EVENTS OF NOTE

*  Mt Hope Praise Team Rehearsals Begin Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. weekly
*  Name Your Praise Team  March 2012, look for voting ballots in your bulletin!

*  Mt Hope Choir Rehearsal Resume March 2012 Ð Lent and Easter performances

*  Back to the 50’s                      Featuring Mt Hope Praise Team  - Friday, April 27, 2012

*  Third Annual Praise and                May 2012 during our Celebration service
    Prayer Service                                 

*  Family Festival 2012 August 2012, exact date to be confirmed

VALENTINE TEA
     Our annual Valentine Tea will be held on Saturday, February 11, at 10 a.m. 
here at Mt. Hope. Tickets will be available for $7 each on Sunday, January 29 and 
Sunday, February 5, following the worship services or at the church office.

     Our speaker for this occasion will be Lisa Rambo, who along with a friend, 
started Every Monday Matters . About a year ago, they were chosen as WCCOÕs 
Making a Difference  winners.
      Once again we will be offering childcare at no cost, for those attendees who will have that 

need. We will be inviting our Mt. Hope Child Development Center mothers, so with that in mind, 
we will want to make an extra effort to help them feel welcome.
     Mark your calendar for this fun event. Questions or comments, call Karen Mueller at 
952-881-7887.



BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

     Listed below are the Sunday morning 
Bible Study Opportunities. Please check 
the bulletin board where all of these are 
listed and you are given the opportunity 
to choose the one you would like to 
attend. If you have any questions, please 
contact Tracey Steivang or Pastor Dan

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDIES

THE MANY WONDERS OF HEAVEN- 
The Joy of Our Future Home

     
     Going to Heaven will be the greatest ex- 
perience ever! This study concentrates on 
questions about Heaven and their biblical 
answers, and it emphasizes the joy of your 
future home. will be the greatest experience 
ever! This study concentrates on questions 
about Heaven and their biblical answers, and it 
emphasizes the joy of your future home.

Teacher:  Pastor Dennis Starr,

PRIORITIES
Relationship with Self

     This study will focus on setting priorities, 
managing stress and looking at areas where 
God can influence, build you up and strength-
en your daily life.

Teachers:  Betty Olson and Tracey Steivang

GOD’S GIFT TO MARRIAGE - POWER OF WE
Relationship with Others 

     This uplifting study offers couples of all 
ages and anniversaries a scriptural under-
standing of “WE” and practical day-to-to day 
wisdom to protect the marriage relationship 
and keep it alive and growing.

Teachers:  Pastor Dan and Dianne
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MEN’S SATURDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY

The Men’s Saturday morning Bible study will 
meet again on February 11 at 8 a.m. We will 
look at How to Hear God’s Leadings in our 
prayer life.
     This Men’s Bible study and fellowship time 
meets monthly for breakfast at the Brookdale 
Senior Living in the Edina Park Plaza at 3330 
Edinborough Way in Edina. (One-half mile east 
off France Avenue and Minnesota Avenue). 

     All men, married or single, are encouraged  
to join in, enjoy the delicious food, fellowship 
and discussion. 

     Real life! Powerful truths from God’s Word 
to God’s men. Please contact or talk to Pastor 
Dan  at 952 888-5059.  

WOMEN OF FAITH BIBLE STUDY	
  	
  	
  
     The “Women of Faith” invite you to join us as  
all the ladies of Mt. Hope, and their family and 
friends of our community are so welcome to be 
a part of our fellowship & study.  
     We are continuing our humorous study 
called, God is in the Laundry Room . This study is  
inspired by the words of Jeremiah 29:13, and is 
a reminder that when we seek the Lord with our 
whole heart, we find Him every-where, even in 
the laundry room!  
     This month we will be meeting on the second 
and fourthThursdays, from 7 - 9 p.m. Karen 
Mack is hosting our study on February 9, and 
Tracie Melbostad will be having us at her house 
on February 23.  
     For any questions concerning this study 
group, please call Dianne Ritter at 
952-426-0273.  We hope to see you there!

 THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
         
      The class will begin again on Thursday, February 2 and meets from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. for nine 
weeks ending on March 29. This year we are studying the book of Romans. There is still time to join 
this Bible Study. If you have any questions, please call Harriet Buelow at 952-888-0392.



Vacation Bible School News
This yearÕs Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be June 11-15, 6 - 8 p.m.  

Dinner will be served from 5:30 - 6 p.m.   

If you would like to register your child, please contact 

Melanie Appelquist at 

small_peach_17 @yahoo.com  or 952-888-5059

We need many people to help out with VBS this year.  

If you are interested in helping out, please contact Melanie.    
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Buck Hill Lock In - is February 17 from 9:30p.m.-5:30a.m.  Cost is $35.  If you would like to go 
tubing that night you must bring $10 cash.  This event is for Junior and Senior High Students.  
Friends are welcome.  You must be signed up by February 5 ,

3rd Sunday is the third Sunday of every month from 6:30-9:30p.m. This event is for Senior High 
Students.   We will be playing games, worshiping, and having lots of fun.  This event is Free!!!  
Please sign up in the youth room if you would like to attend. 

CHILL is open to 9th-12 th  graders. Wednesday night CHILL  starts at 6 pm and goes until 8 pm.  
Confirmation students are welcome to come to Chill  the first Wednesday of every month. Friends 
are welcome and encouraged to come. 

Bible and Brew is every Wednesday from 3:30-4:30 pm. at Caribou Coffee. The youth (6 th - 12 th 

grade girls and boys) are invited to come to Bible study and have some delicious coffee.

Upcoming Events
February 1   -  Combined Chill  6-8p.m.
February 17 -  Buck Hill Lock In
February 19 -  3rd  Sunday
February 24  and 25  -- Game Day Retreat 

Help Support One Way Youth Ministry!

Earn Money for Surfing the Internet & Support One Way Youth Ministry!!  
     Just download the GoodSearch Ð One Way Youth Ministry toolbar at 
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/one-way-youth-ministry  When you search the web with 
GoodSearch's Yahoo-powered search engine, about a penny will go to your charity or school.

     When you shop online at 2,000 participating stores including Amazon, eBay, Target, Apple, 
Staples, Expedia, etc., a percentage of your purchase will be donated for free! The site also has 
thousands of money-saving coupons! The ASPCA has already earned more than $30,000. Tell 10 
friends about the GoodSearch toolbar today. They've been featured in the NY Times , the Wall 
Street Journal, CNN, Oprah Magazine, Good Morning Americ a and more.

         Mission Statement of ONE WAY - 
We exist to bring youth into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ, while encouraging them 

to share with one another, explore their ministry gifts and praise God with their lives.

NEWS

 February 2012    

http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/one-way-youth-ministry
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/one-way-youth-ministry
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/one-way-youth-ministry
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/one-way-youth-ministry


                         ATTENDANCE 
  
January 1 
    9:30 a.m.       61
   Communion   55       

January 8
    8:15 a.m.  53      
  10:45 a.m.       79
  Communion  112

January 15    
    8:15 a.m.       46
  10:45 a.m.       70
  Communion  106

January 22
    8:15 a.m        41
  10:45 a.m.       71
  Communion    93

Kim Woebke   Feb. 2
Kathy Barnaby  Feb. 9

Kate McMullen  Feb. 9
Candy Frein   Feb. 10
Harriet Buelow  Feb. 13

Amber Pickett   Feb. 13
Loyd Duncan  Feb. 14

Luella Domras  Feb. 15
Diane Howard   Feb. 15
Donna Barringer  Feb. 16

Brian Lingen   Feb. 17
Todd Mack   Feb. 18

Paul Killam   Feb. 20
Karen Mack   Feb. 20
Maria Higgins              Feb. 25

Cathy Frank   Feb. 26

FebruaryBirthdays
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February Baptisms
Cory Borgen   Feb. 3
James Froemming  Feb. 3

Kevin Woebke   Feb. 5
Marilyn Nelson  Feb. 9
Kelly Lingen   Feb. 10

Tracey Steivang  Feb. 13
Sean McMullen  Feb. 14

Eugene Roehrick  Feb. 14
Patricia Arrenholz  Feb. 15
Hope Berg   Feb. 21

Luella Domras  Feb. 23
Janice Elbert   Feb. 23

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

  OUR GIFTS 

February Wedding Anniversaries
Ryan & Andrea Kurilla       Feb. 15
David & Fran Wallin           Feb. 16

A REMINDER - -
 Copies of the minutes and treasurer’s   
 report of the Governing Board meet-
 ings and Voters‘ meetings are available   
 for review in the church office office.

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP
     Please check the new bulletin 
  boards to see the various signup
  sheets for opportunities to help...

such as: 

*Helping with Sunday 
morning childcare in the Nursery

*

*Bringing Sunday morning treats

*Providing altar flowers for a 
Sunday

*Sponsoring the Bus Bench for a 
month or more

 February 2012    

Regular Giving
 

January 1      $4,575

January 8      $4,379

January 15    $6,293

January 22    $2,676

THANK YOU!

       A collection of 77 gloves, mittens, caps 
  and scarves that had been placed on the  
  "Mitten Tree" were delivered to Trinity First    
  Lutheran Church by Jerry & Harriet Buelow. 
   
  Thanks to all for your generosity.



DAILY READINGS 

    The following Bible passages are from the new daily Lectionary (a list of assigned readings.) 
Following an historic practice, this Lectionary present a continuous reading through the books of the 

Bible, often associating certain books with particular seasons of the church year (e.g., reading Isaiah 
during Advent). Under this plan, nearly all of the New Testament and approximately one-third of the 
Old Testament is read each year. Two readings of 15-25 verses each are provided for each day, one 

from the Old Testament, the other from the New. Occasionally, a third optional reading is listed, 
providing parallel readings.

  1 Feb Zech 11:4Ñ17   2 Tim 4:1Ñ18  

  2 Feb Zech 12:1Ð13:9  Titus 1:1Ð2:6 

  3 Feb Zech 14:1Ñ21   Titus 2:7Ð3:15 

  4 Feb Job 1:1Ñ22   John 1:1Ñ18  

  5 Feb Job 2:1Ð3:10  John 1:19Ñ34  

  6 Feb Job 3:11Ñ26   John 1:35Ñ51  

  7 Feb Job 4:1Ñ21   John 2:1Ñ12  

  8 Feb Job 5:1Ñ27   John 2:13Ñ25  
  9 Feb Job 6:1Ñ13   John 3:1Ñ21  

10 Feb Job 6:14Ñ30   John 3:22Ð4:6 

11 Feb Job 7:1Ñ21   John 4:7Ñ26  

12 Feb Job 8:1Ñ22   John 4:27Ñ45  

13 Feb Job 9:1Ñ35   John 4:46Ñ54  

14 Feb Job 10:1Ñ22   John 5:1Ñ18  

15 Feb Job 11:1Ñ20   John 5:19Ñ29  

16 Feb Job 12:1Ñ6, 12Ñ25  John 5:30Ñ47  

17 Feb Job 13:1Ñ12   John 6:1Ñ21  

18 Feb Job 13:13Ñ28   John 6:22Ñ40  

19 Feb Job 14:1Ñ22   John 6:41Ñ59  

20 Feb Job 15:1Ñ23, 30Ñ35  John 6:60Ñ71  

21 Feb Job 16:1Ñ21   John 7:1Ñ13  

22 Feb Job 17:1Ñ16   John 7:14Ñ31  

23 Feb Job 18:1Ñ21   John 7:32Ñ53  

24 Feb Job 19:1Ñ12, 21Ñ27  John 8:1Ñ20  

25 Feb Job 20:1Ñ23, 29  John 8:21Ñ38  

26 Feb Job 21:1Ñ21   John 8:39Ñ59           Job 21:22Ð30:15

27 Feb Job 30:16Ñ31   John 9:1Ñ23  

28 Feb Job 31:1Ñ12, 33Ñ40  John 9:24Ñ41  

29 Feb Job 32:1Ñ22   John 10:1Ñ21  

Page 9

 February 2012    



Ladies,
Mark your calendars for
Saturday, February 11,

the date for the
annual Valentine tea.

See page five for 
more information!
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