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Summer weather has finally arrived, thanks be to God. | hope you are taking some
time off for relaxation and refreshment. As | write this, | am eagerly anticipating some
time off with family and friends. Mother June and | have coordinated vacation plans so
that one of us will always be available.

Even though it is summer, lots of things are happening at St. John’s. Georgie and |
have been honored to participate in the “Getting to Know You Better” dinners, BBQs
and other social events. Six gatherings have occurred, with more to follow. If you
would like to join one of these remaining events, please sign up or contact the office
for information. Thank you to all of our gracious hosts and hostesses!

In addition to helping folks get to know each other socially, each gathering is a
wonderful opportunity to hear from our parishioners about what is good at St. John'’s,
what isn’'t as good as it should be, and what the priority areas should be for the next
12 to 18 months. | will report on the answers to these questions once the gatherings
have been completed.

The Vestry and | have targeted four focus areas for our attention: spirituality,
children and youth, holy hospitality and organizational revitalization. | am pleased to
report that efforts have started within each of these areas.

Clergy in the three local Episcopal churches (St. Benedict’s, St. Christopher’s and
St. John’s) are interested in developing a closer relationship with the members of
each church. Please keep Sunday, August 29, open. On that day, St. Benedict's will
celebrate its 30th birthday. It has invited all the churches to worship at 10:30 a.m.,
followed by a potluck picnic at Wonderwood Park in Lacey.

Another “save the date” is our Welcome Back Potluck Picnic BBQ Sunday,
September 12, following the late morning service. The Vestry will help organize and
host this event. Blessings on your summer! /!
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Mary Alice Olson soon will offer a class in Liturgical Dance starting Sunday,
September 12, from noon until 1:30 p.m., in the main church. It will continue at the
same time on the second and fourth Sundays of each month.

Mary Alice has presented dance based on scripture and liturgical themes as part of
St. John’s services since 1988. She has a life-long passion for dance with extensive
ballet study and an appreciation of other dance forms.

Mary Alice has participated in sacred dance workshops at the request of our
Diocese and of individual parishes. For 22 years, she has married her love of dance
with her dedication to the church.

This liturgical dance class with be a new venture for Mary Alice because it will
combine three learning elements: warm-up and technique, idea sharing for dance at
St. John’s and choreographic exercise. Interested teens and adults, both male and
female, are welcome. You do not need to have dance experience or a “dancer’s body”
to participate.

God loves a willing and joyful spirit! Call Mary Alice at 943-0466 if you want to join
the class.
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The Vestry of St. John’s has identified four focus areas
for our parish family over the next 12 to 18 months. One of
those areas is spirituality. | would like us to spend the next
three months thinking about three aspects of our spirituality.
We begin this month thinking about our bodies as the
temple of the Holy Spirit. Next month, we will explore how
we might integrate a spirituality of our minds. In the third
month we will consider how we nurture our own spirits.

What does a spirituality of our bodies mean? God has
given to us a mortal body, a beautiful work of art, which
needs to be taken care of. To begin with, we are
encouraged to exercise. The benefits of exercise in
whatever form are proven. Whether we walk, run, swim, or
take part in other forms of activity, the health benefits are
many. So just do it.

Next, we need leisure time in our busy lives—time to
relax, slow down, seek God in our daily life and do
something that is purely for fun. Take a break from a daily
routine of computer, iPod or cell phone use. A sabbatical
day from these could be just the thing that we need to
recharge. What did we do before we had these devices?
The rewards of taking a time out from the world of work and
busyness can often be many gifts. | believe God is calling
us to something more.

Next, let’s look at our diet, or what, where and how we
eat. We know from all of the studies that what we eat affects
our bodies functioning. Being aware of our body's response
to certain foods might help us to either remove some things
from our daily diet or add others that might enhance our
well-being. Engage a nutritionist if needed.

Last, we need to be aware of our feelings. How are we
feeling? Is stress a daily visitor? Are feelings of depression
or loneliness our companions? Whatever feelings we
identify, being aware of them can be the beginning of
change.

Here are some questions to ponder this month. How do
you nurture yourself? How do you nurture your relationship
with God?
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Just a reminder—the Women'’s Spirituality Group
begins Saturday, September 4. We will meet on the first
Saturday of each month. The signup sheet is in the parish
hall. For more information about this opportunity to explore
your spiritual life with other women, contact Georgie Allen
or Mother June through the church office at 352-8527.
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Education for Ministry (EfM) is an in-depth study of our
spiritual roots, designed for the people in the pews.
Participants meet at St. John’s from September through
May on Thursday nights, 6:30-9 p.m. Study materials and
mentors are provided at a cost of $350 a year, and
participants sign up for one year at a time. Currently we
have members from St. John’s, St. Benedict's and the
Quaker meeting participating. Contact Usrah Claar-Rice
(evenings: 570-2211) or John Guydish (943-5472) with
guestions. We would love to have you!

Why EfM? by Phillis Soloy

This special four-year course is carefully arranged to
take full advantage of a small study group, encouraging
individual growth through sharing and caring. Over the past
four years, our group has included both men and women of
varying ages and backgrounds. All of us meet together,
enriching discussions.

Through our baptism, we are called to minister. | found
in EfM a seminar group that is a safe place to try out new
ideas and to receive support for daily endeavors. | learned
from my classmates that “ministry” is a many faceted term
and | am encouraged to see ministry in its many forms,
even in small everyday encounters.

EfM studies are arranged to provide a deeper
knowledge of the love of God, of God'’s people and of their
lives throughout the ages. This course begins with the Old
Testament, travels through the New Testament and
continues into the early days of the developing Christian
church. It then explores the Dark Ages, Medieval times and
the Renaissance, venturing into the present era of science
and its effect on the church of believers. In the fourth year,
we hear the voices of various theologians bringing us
forward to a time of ever deeper understanding of God and
hopefully of new thoughts and tolerance to meet the
challenges of this 21st century.

As my fourth year of study draws to a close, | find myself
reluctant to give up this opportunity to share and learn from
others. However, | know, too, it is time to move on with my
studies, serving when and where | can.

EfM could be your ticket to a wonderful experience and
broadening your ways of thinking. It will take you where
you want to go.
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Midweek Bible Study resumes August 11, from 10 to
11:15 a.m., in the Guild Room. Each week, we read the
Gospel selection for the coming Sunday. It is a safe place

to explore these texts in light of our lives as faithful
Christians and the life of the church in today’s culture.
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One of my favorite church songs is Table of Plenty by
Daniel L. Schutte. It starts with this refrain:

Come to the feast of heaven and earth!
Come to the table of plenty!

God will provide for all that we need,
here at the table of plenty.

The core of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is the
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Everything else we do in
the Atrium spirals out from this core.

We have had many beautiful, moving liturgies over the
past few months with the children. We started with the
celebration of Holy Eucharist on Ash Wednesday. 52
people gathered upstairs in the space shared with Rising
Tide School. The older children acolyted and read the
readings while the younger ones observed. Then the
younger ones set and cleaned up the altar for Eucharist.
The children also participated in the mingling rite and
Lavabo, singing with gusto!

During Holy Week we had our annual “Last Supper
Celebration” with 33 people in the parish hall. We acted out
the story of the Last Supper while reading from scripture.
We broke bread and shared grape juice. After eating, we
remembered the crucifixion and resurrection.

During Easter Week, each Atrium session celebrated
the light that burst from the tomb in the “Liturgy of the
Light.” This liturgy is taken from the Easter Vigil service.
After this service, the older children spent an hour in the
chapel drawing beautiful pictures of the resurrection and
the Last Supper.

We ended each Atrium session with a Pentecost
Celebration. These celebrations are full of Light. A candle
is lit for each gift of the Holy Spirit. Each year, we reflect on
what gift we will need to help build the Kingdom of God.

each lit a candle and asked for a specific gift from the Holy
Spirit.

Our closing celebration of the Holy Eucharist after
Pentecost was almost as moving as our Ash Wednesday
liturgy. It was truly a work of the people. All the children
had two jobs to do, plus the older children even wrote the
prayers of the people. It was a feast of heaven and earth
and we all came to the Table of Plenty.

Some conversations from the Atrium

After reviewing the epiclesis gesture (the invocation of
the Holy Spirit to consecrate the bread and wine of the
Eucharist) and introducing the offering gesture, a child
said, “Now we eat the bread. When we eat the bread, God
is now inside us.” (She touched her chest.) “And He never
goes away. My mom didn’t tell me this. | came up with this
myself.”

The gifts of God are given to us to be shared with the 2 3 14
whole community. The children had great conversations
about these gifts and how much light was created after we

/ :

Leaders, parents and youth, we want you! You can
make a difference. We want to know what you think makes
a great youth group. Help us shape the program for middle
school and high school youth!

If you are in middle school or high school, come to St.
John’s on Wednesday, August 4, at 6 p.m., to give your
input (dinner provided)!

Parents of middle school and high school youth and
potential youth group leaders, please come to a luncheon

at St. John’s following the 10 a.m. service on Sunday,
August 15 , to give your input.

We won't ask for any commitments...just comments,
food and fun!

If you are unable to attend on those dates, please
contact Roberta Waggoner, Margaret Scheppke or Father
John through the church office.
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God’s Troublemakers, How Women of
Faith are Changing the World is a book that
examines the inspiration and the methods of
a number of women who are currently
working, in a number of places and a number
of ways, to change our current society for the
better. They come from various faiths—
Christian, Jewish, Muslim and Buddhist. They
are devoting their labors and talents to a
variety of fields: peace-making, feeding
hungry children, tending the sick and visiting those in prison, for example.

Each of the women in this account by Katharine Rhodes Henderson is
deeply rooted in her own faith tradition (and most are well-trained and have led
congregations). However, each is also committed to honoring other faiths and
ethnicities. Some of the women work a good deal with people who have no
faith, and they respect that, as well as ministering to it. An example | found
inspiring was an account of a pastor helping a nhon-practicing Jewish man
understand the meaning of part of the Jewish marriage ritual that he wanted to
include in his secular wedding.

Qon

One of the aspects of this examination of the commonalities of the women’s
ambitious and stressful ministries is Henderson'’s study of how they manage to
find support from their peers and to prevent burn-out. Another inspiring aspect
of this book is the documenting of the evolution of these many ministries,
including the author’s. | believe a number of us at St. John’s can benefit from a

careful reading of God’s Troublemakers. +
"_:'"_1- = _q‘:_.dr
4 ' 5

One of the major priorities that has been established for St. John’s is youth
and children. We all agree that it is imperative that we have programs in place
for all ages of our children and youth. Those programs include nursery, Sunday
school, junior and senior high school. In addition, we have an excellent
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program underway.

For these programs to be successful we need committed interested
volunteers to staff the programs. Specifically we need;

More nursery staff

A Sunday School Coordinator

Sunday School teachers

Coordinators for our acolyte program

Volunteers to help support our junior and senior high school programs

Please consider how you can help. We hope to establish teams of
volunteers so that the participation in the programs can be shared during the
school year. Please let Fr. John know of your interest and willingness to be of
service to our children and youth.

Remember it takes a whole church to raise our children!
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An outcome of the Vestry retreat in
April is the development of an
organizational revitalization focus for
Saint John’s encompassing:

Children and Youth Programs

Spirituality

Holy Hospitality

Organizational revitalization will re-

examine the Saint John’s vision,
mission and action-oriented objectives
(ministries). The Vestry adopted a new
vision for St. John’s: A Community
Transformed by the Love of Jesus
Christ. The evolving mission statement
will incorporate the sense of the Great

Commandment and the Baptismal
Covenant.

A list of the ministries at St. John’s
and their leaders is in progress. The
list will be displayed in a artistic
framework in the Parish Hall.

In order to improve communications
among the ministries, the Vestry and
the parishioners, Vestry members will
serve as liaisons to the ministry
groups. Vestry members will contact
the ministry leaders monthly and
conduct quarterly leadership forums.
Plans are also in progress to continue
the quarterly all-parish forums between
Sunday morning services.
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2010 Tri-Parish Picnic

What:  St. Benedict Episcopal
Church 30-Year Birthday
Celebration and Tri-Parish

Picnic

When: Sunday, August 29, 2010
Where: Wonderwood Park, Lacey
Time: 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Family picnic to follow in the park!
Please bring a dish to share with
others. The 8 a.m. service will be held
at St. John’s. Call the church office if
you need a ride.
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our student, Jaison Jahir Perez Ordonez. He is a first
grader and is just learning to write. The second letter is
from the school.
Dear God Parents,

How are you? | am very well. | am in 1st grade. | am
learning so much. | hope to see you soon.

With love, Jahir
Dear Sponsors:

During this time, we are having a lot of rain. Trees look
very green, you can see flowers with beautiful colors! We
just finished our first period of classes, all the children did a
good job.

We are using a new teaching method, “Hands-on.” In
this week, we will have the election of the president of the
school government. This is the way that we are using to
teach them about democracy. They have four parties. They
will be presenting their government plan to everyone. They
are working in four areas: social, education, economy,
recreation. It's great to see and hear their proposals, where
they are including volunteers, visitors and others.

We had the celebration of the Mother day, with a
special program, where the children prepared some plays,
dances, and other. We really enjoyed seeing their talents
and skill.  Blessing, Claudia Castro

* 2
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On Monday, August 16, from
noon to 2 p.m., preparation begins
at Jefferson Middle School for
distributing clothes to low-income
school children. This preparation
includes sorting and hanging up
clothes and will continue Tuesday,
August 17, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Volunteers are needed to help
with distribution on Thursday,
August 19, from 7:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Help is needed for an hour,
two hours, or longer, whatever time
you can contribute.

Please contact Ruth Furman
438-0746 for more information.

Don't forget to bring new underwear for the children.
You may drop these items off in the box provided in the
parish hall or the church office.

1
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The African Affairs Council of Washington State
(AACWA) invites the citizens in the State of Washington to
the 6th annual A Day for Africa. The theme this year is
Africa Matters . This year’s event will be held September
24 and 25, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Comfort Inn in
Tumwater.

The purpose of this annual two-day event is to embrace
the many efforts of citizens and organizations in
Washington State involved in humanitarian affairs as
partners on the continent of Africa. Together, we will
celebrate Africa’s nations and communities as we
recognize and appreciate the African communities, their
presence and their contributions to Washington State. For
the first time, more than 100 organizations are invited to
participate. AACWA chose to hold this event in Tumwater
because of the fledgling sister city relationship established
between the city of Tumwater and Mubende Town in the
Republic of Uganda.

On Friday, the organizers of this event will give school
districts the chance to learn hands-on about Africa, its 53

nations, communities, cultures and issues. On Saturday,
the organizers will give families the opportunity to discover
the relationships Washingtonians have built in Africa.

AACWA respects the awesome diversity of the African
continent, its nations and community. Therefore, this event
is scheduled after Ramadan and Yom Kippur. We believe
that this day will give all participants the unique opportunity
to learn about Ubuntu, the African philosophy of being
human and interconnected, the teaching of oneness.

Among other things, AACWA plans an opening
ceremony with speakers and workshops, an Education
Focus Area, cultural presentations and an African Market.
People from all parts of our beautiful State are welcome at
this important event.

For more information contact Jens-Dieter Stahmer,
Executive Officer, at (360)438-7087 or (360)280-3843, or

e-mail jdstahmer@comcast.net.
b -



/

The Vestry invites the parish to a Welcome Back Picnic BBQ on
September 12 at St. John's. This will be a day to welcome back folks from
vacations and get started with the Fall program. See you there!

The small social events to get to know Fr. John and Georgie are proceeding
with much success. They give Fr. John an opportunity to discuss opinions on
what's going right at St. John's, what's not going right and what the top three
priorities should be.

The Spanish ministry under the leadership of Fr. Don Maddux is looking
into having a shrine to Our Lady of Guadalupe on St. John's property. This
symbol of Latin American and Mexican spirituality would have tremendous
meaning for our Spanish-speaking community as well as for the Olympia

community at large. ) 7
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The Stewardship Committee is announcing the dates of the fall pledge
campaign. The campaign will run from September 26 to October 31. These
dates are earlier than last year in order to give the Vestry more time to prepare
the 2011 budget. There will be frequent communications just before and
during the campaign. Question and answer sessions will follow each of the
Sunday services on October 3. These sessions will be repeated on October
24 for those who could not attend the October 3 presentations, although all
are welcome at both presentations.

/
Report to Parish (Totals Include Midweek Income)
Jun-10 Pledges Open Plate  Special Total Giving Att endance
1st Sunday $10,732 $169 $10,901 153
2nd Sunday $6,514 $247 $6,761 289
3rd Sunday $4,134 $212 $4,346 402
4th Sunday $1,832 $237 $2,069 197
Totals $23,212 $865 $24,077 1041
Prepaid Pledges $4,380
Total Pledges $27,592
Total Giving $28,457
5 Year Average $29,766
Designated Funds and Memorials $4,205
Endowment Fund Repayment Pledges Payments
$48,645 $45,025
Jul-10  Pledges Open Plate  Special Total Giving  Attendance
1st Sunday $11,146 $232 $11,378 178
2nd Sunday $5,735 $204 $5,939 194
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
Totals $16,881 $436 $17,317 372
Prepaid Pledges
Total Pledges
Total Giving $17,317
5 Year Average $32,835
Designated Funds and Memorials $5,775
Endowment Fund Repayment Pledges Payments
$48,965  $45,785
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Fr. John is referred to as “priest-in-
charge” not “rector.” Many of you have
asked about the difference between

“rector,” “interim rector” and “priest-in-
charge.”

A rector is the permanent leader of
the parish. He/she is elected by the
Vestry and approved by the Bishop.
The rector is in charge of running (is
canonical authority at) the parish.

In the absence of a rector, the
Bishop may appoint an interim rector
or priest-in-charge. These are both
temporary positions until a permanent
rector is elected.

An interim rector is not the
canonical authority. That responsibility
rests with the Senior Warden of the
Vestry. Generally, an interim rector
may not be elected or appointed to the
permanent position of rector.

A priest-in-charge is generally
appointed by the Bishop and is the
canonical authority at the parish. A
priest-in-charge may be invited to be
the permanent rector, become a
candidate for election as rector or end
the position as priest-in-charge.

Fr. John’s initial appointment as
priest-in-charge is for two years
beginning February 1, 2010.
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You still have time to sign up for the
remaining Getting to Know You (better)
gatherings for Fr. John and Georgie
Allen. Dates, times and locations are:

Aug. 16, 6 p.m., a barbecue at the
home of Dennis and Kay Cooper

Aug. 17, 6 p.m., dinner at the
home of Bill and Cathy Elledge

Aug. 27, 7 p.m., cocktails, wine
and hearty hors d’oeuvres at the
home of Ray and Leanne Willard

These events are wonderful
opportunities to get better acquainted
with Fr. John and Georgie and folks
around the parish.

The signup sheets are in the parish
hall. For more information, contact the
church office.
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8 and 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9 a.m. Childcare begins

9:15 a.m. Sunday Adult Education
Forum, Parish Hall

11 a.m. Coffee Hour After Ten (CHAT),
Parish Hall

).

6 p.m. Spanish Holy Eucharist,
followed by a potluck

6 p.m. Compline Rehearsal
8 p.m. Compline Service

$

10 a.m. Crafting Group
4 p.m. Quilting Group

7 a.m. Holy Eucharist

10-11:15 a.m. Bible Study, Guild Room
(beginning August 11)

3
12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Chapel

8:30 a.m. Men’s Group, Library

2

Change in the offering plate from
the second Sunday goes to
support Jahir, our student at El
Hogar.

Each week, we bless the food that
you generously donate to the
Thurston County Food Bank.
Place food in the baskets at the
back of the Main Church.

<

11:30 a.m. Youth Meeting, Guild
Conference Room

2-5 p.m. African Affairs Council, Guild
Room

> 1
11:30 a.m. Daughters of the King,
Guild Conference Room

6 p.m. Youth Group Meeting, Parish
Hall

<=3

6:30 p.m. Outreach, Guild Room

7 p-m. Buildings & Grounds, Library
<<'

11:30 a.m. Pastoral Care, Guild Room

<B3

7 p-m. Vestry, Parish Hall

<?

10:30 a.m. St. Martha’s Guild, Parish
Hall

6:30 p.m. Potluck, Parish Hall

<A
11:30 a.m. Play Reading, Library

11:30 a.m. Parent Youth Meeting,
Guild Room

<H 3
2:30 p.m. Library Committee, Library

B<

9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Bishop’s Comm. Env.
Workshop, Parish Hall

BH

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Tri-
Parish Picnic at Wonderland Park in
Lacey. Come help celebrate St.
Benedict’'s 30th birthday!
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Clergy and Staff
Priest-in-Charge:

The Rev. John Allen

Associate for Hispanic Ministries:
The Rev. Don Maddux
Assistant Priest : The Rev. June
Johnson

Rector Emeritus :

The Rev. Jim Blundell
Archdeacon :

The Venerable Gen Grewell
Deacon for Hispanic Ministry
The Rev. Tony Irving

Scholar in Residence for Liturgy
The Rev. Dr. Doug Dornhecker
Organist/Choirmaster :

Kary W. Hyre

Pastoral Musician for Hispanic
Ministries :

Sergio Gomez

Treasurer : Don Duncan

Sexton : Michael Magallon
Secretary : Michelle Lozar

Vestry

Allen Ziegler, Senior Warden
Dennis Cooper, Junior Warden
Nancy Axell, Clerk of the Vestry
Class of 2010: Dennis Cooper, Bill
Elledge, Allen Ziegler, Tim Tayne
Class of 2011: Lucy Clifthorne, Larrel
O’Keefe, Bob Peck, Leanne Willard
Class of 2012 : Belen Carrillo, Ann
Hutcheson, Rob Michie, Roberta
Waggoner

Chronicle Editors: Mindy
Chambers, Christie Kruger
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As many of you know, we lost our friend John
L Twelves on July 25 in an automobile accident. John
\ was 90 years old

Anyone privileged to know John remembers his
vitality and dedication. For many years, John was in
charge of the rest stops as part of his work with St.
John's Outreach Committee. He drove to Tacoma a

D year ahead of time to sign up St. John's for this

\ venture. Typical of John, he took 2 to 6 a.m. shift. He
u also methodically organized and scheduled the other

L shifts, acting as back up himself. His wife Margie

\ could always be depended on for cookie donations.

L/‘\ John was also a long-time organizer for St. John's

participation in the yearly CROP walk.
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Sherry Sullivan, friend and fellow member of the
Outreach Committee, had this to say about John: "He
was the most positive generous soul | can imagine.
He was very wise and altogether an extraordinary and
remarkable man." Sherry fondly remembers John as
someone who was consistently appreciative and
encouraging in working with others.

Jean Laws especially enjoyed John’s good sense
of humor and story telling. Says Jean, “John was fun
to talk to and fun be with.”

John Twelves was an inspiration to everyone who
knew him and he will be sorely missed. A Celebration
of Life will be held for him at St. John's on Saturday,
July 31, at 2 p.m. Join us as we give thanks to God
for this devoted Christian gentleman and good friend.
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