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When | was a child in grade school, my classmates and | used to wonder
about the future. The question of whether any of us would live to see the year
2000 was a frequent topic. Sixty years ago we couldn’t imagine the year
changing from the familiar

19--. The usual conclusion of
these childish discussions
was to conclude that we’'d all
be so old by the year 2000
that we wouldn't care!

Here we are starting
2010, and | am still alive,
and | still care. God is so
good to me and to all of us.  |©
Life is still interesting and still |
an adventure. Week by week ‘
I have looked around the =
congregation of Saint John's
church. | see diversity as
well as the unity of faith and
love.

Saint John's is a different place for each one of us. We come speaking
several different languages. Not all of these languages are heard by others, but
when we pray in our hearts, God hears all of us in our native tongues. We come
with the experiences of different generations. Communication and other aspects
of our lives have changed so much that conversation between generations is
almost like conversation between different worlds. And in all of this God brings
unity through the work of the Holy Spirit in our individual and corporate lives.

Our Blessed Lord takes us into this new year as we are: different and yet in
unity with each other through our unity with Christ. | know churches where there
is a serious attempt to make everyone as much alike as possible. Dogma and
doctrine are drilled into people in those places. Some churches even have
dress codes! Just try that at Saint John's!

Thank God we are still ourselves even as we change through the years of
our lives. Part of the promise made to us in baptism is that we can be more like
Jesus Christ as our lives in him grow. We also know that his love never violates
or invades our individuality and personality.

Thank you for all the cooperation, prayer and love with which you have
supported me and each other in this year | have had the joy of sharing with you.
May your lives go on being an adventure with Christ.

1 Y2 / 0







#$% & !

1 & (

This lovely rainbow by Elizabeth was
recently displayed on the kiosk next to
the old altar at the back of the Church.
St. John's children created all the art
displayed. Most of the work is completed
during Sunday services. Each week the
drawings are collected and new ones are
posted.

Children should check at the back of
the church for cloth bags with drawing
materials and puzzles.

We ask that the children sign their
drawings. That way parishioners will be
able to identify each artist.

Drawings removed from the kiosk will
be kept in a folder in case the artist
wishes to keep them in their private
collection. Contact Susan Emley at 349
2527 if you have any questions or would
like to reclaim your art work.

Rainbow by Elizabeth
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In the 6-9 year old Atrium, we embrace times of stillness, times of
movement, times of great joy and amazement and times of expressing
fear and asking protection for families.

We begin our time in the Atrium sitting in silence together. As we let
go of our day, we become more fully present to God and each other. We
end our time together with fifteen minutes of prayer based on The Liturgy
of the Hours (morning and evening prayer).

Children at every age have a spiritual depth that can fill volumes. It
often gets buried in the busyness of life or pushed aside because other
activities take priority. But when space is carved out for a child to enter
an environment that nourishes and opens the door to spiritual life, the
child’s deep inner life shines forth.

In the short time we’ve been together, the children, Doug and | have
begun to see this growth. We've witnessed rapt attention and stillness
from the most active child when we introduced the Good Shepherd
material. We’ve watched this same attention and stillness continue in the
weeks that followed as we presented more of this material.

The children showed great joy and excitement when we unrolled the
fettuchia (a sacred history time line).

Doug and | have been deeply moved by the children’s prayers at
prayer time. I'm grateful to be a witness to this. I'm also grateful for the
parents who make time for their children to come to the Atrium.
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Happy 2010! We are certainly at the
“cutting edge” of big changes. The season
of Epiphany begins this week, with its
emphasis on Christ’s demonstration of God
to all humankind. Next month, we will greet
a new Priest-in-charge, John Allen, here at
St. John’s. And recently we have been
looking at how we can become a more
hospitable parish. These three threads in
our lives are related closely, | think

In view of this, | will write to you now
about a book I've begun but not yet finished.
| believe it is important, and | hope many of
you may read it. The library hasn’t added it
to our collection yet, but | hope to do so this month. The book is called
Welcoming the Stranger by Patrick R. Keifert. It's not very recent—the
publication date is 1992—hbut it contains a good many ideas that are probably
new to most of us. The author’s key notion seems to be that our worship and
our hospitality need to be cut from the same cloth, as it were.

Keifert begins by analyzing how we’ve tended, for more than a century, to
define our private and public lives. He also visits our assumptions in these
areas and how they've affected our public worship. He suggests that the “cure
or “antidote” to the problems caused by these almost unconscious ideas is to
focus on a more Biblical interpretation of hospitality, the one we integrate into
our liturgical worship. He proposes, finally, ways to energize our worship in
ways that may help us become more open to all comers.

I am finding this to be a thought-stimulating book, and | am enjoying it, in
spite of all the other things calling for my attention at this time. The church
library has other books that deal with similar questions about how we worship;
they are in the “264” section (our library is organized according to the Dewey
Decimal System). | recommend this area of the library, as well as this book, to
you. | think liturgy is one of the most critical places where we live out our faith: it
feeds and exercises us. At its best, it gives us practice in Christian living.
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Our artist of the quarter, a self-described closet poet, will be displaying a
variety of her works throughout the next few months. Doris has been writing
since she was 10 years old, when she won her first award, a Black Forest
cake delivered once a month for a year and a set of decorative pillows. She
continued writing on and off as she worked and raised a family.

For her 80th birthday Doris gave herself a gift and published a first book of
poems, Kaleidoscope, which is available in our library. Today copies are
found on thee continents, including one in possession of former first lady,
Laura Bush. At the 1990 “The World of Poetry” convention she won the
Silver Poet Award.

Doris’s work, Nativity, has been set to music by Susan Bloomfield and is
available on the Compline Choir’s Blessed Nativity CD.
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What an amazing and heart-
warming response we had to the
Christmas requests from men and
women at the Evergreen and Roo-Lan
Homes!

The Outreach Committee thanks
the people of St. John'’s for their
generous, giving spirits. We were able
to fill gift requests from more than 75
people. The requests ranged from
Mickey Mouse items to salsa, to a
book on trains, to perfume, shortbread
cookies, novels, sweat suits, slippers
and other clothing items. A gentleman
from out of town who was visiting St.
John’s even bought a gift and brought
it in while the Committee was bagging
gifts!

Sherry Sullivan delivered the gifts to
the Evergreen Nursing and Rehab
Center and John Twelves delivered to
Roo-Lan Heathcare Center.

The Outreach Committee also
thanks the congregation for their
donations of food to the Salvation
Army Christmas food baskets. The
Salvation Army picked up the big box
of food from folks at St. John'’s folks.
This food will help fill their family
baskets, which go to needy families
along with toys for children.

On Sunday, January 10, you're
invited to join Don and Hope
Duncan as they celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary. Their children
will host the celebration in the
Parish Hall from 11:30 a.m. to 3
p.m.

All members of St. John'’s are
invited. Please, no gifts, unless you
want to bring something for the
Food Bank.
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Thank you for your continued support of Luis. Your December generosity

was amazing—we now have $864.86 in our fund!

The following update is from Rev. Rich Kunz, Executive Director at El

Hogar:

“On November 29, election day dawned clear and beautiful. ... The
(election) process was peaceful and orderly, with very few disruptive
incidents reported. ... by a little after 7pm it was clear that Pepe Lobo
had won a decisive victory. ... Congress overwhelmingly voted to not
allow Zelaya back.

Meanwhile, at El Hogar we were faced with personal tragedy. Tito
Romeo Urquia, head of the workshops at the Institute, and with 24
years of service our senior teacher there, was shot. Apparently, he had
been to the bank. As he was stopped at a light, two men on a
motorcycle came up to his window. No one knows exactly what
happened next, but they sped off after shooting him. He called Lazaro
from his car, and Lazaro got help to him immediately. He was taken to
the best hospital in Tegucigalpa, but after four days of surgeries and
intensive care, he died. He has a wife and four children. Over 300
people attended the funeral, which was held in a church in Comayagua
that was built in 1550. This is a huge loss to us. Just two years ago we
were able to offer our employees life and health insurance. | feel
blessed that that was in place.

At the same time that Tito was in the hospital, we had our
prospective students for next year come to the Institute and the
Agricultural School. Once again, we have many more applicants than
we can accept. It is always hard to say "No" to someone who clearly
has both the need and desire to be part of our programs.

Right now we are in that period of ending one school year and
preparing for another. We are working on budgets, home visits, hiring,
evaluating and planning. Classes are out, and the Institute and
Agricultural School are closed for a while, but El Hogar never gets to
close.

Thank you so much for keeping us in your prayers. As we look
toward the end of this year, | am very grateful for all God's blessings on
us, and for having the support and good will of such a large
community. Next year also looks as if it will have lots of challenges, but
we are hopeful that in the midst of all the challenges and sorrows we
will also experience God's presence and blessing.”

Wishing you a peaceful and joyful holiday season. May God bless you and

keep you and all whom you love, now and through the year to come. Thank
you for you love and support for El Hogar. -5
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A silent peace walk around Capital
Lake is scheduled in honor of the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
The walk begins at Marathon Park on
Sunday, January 17, 2010 at 12 noon.
No banners, signs, cheering or
chanting, please. The walk will be a
silent meditation in support of peace
and non-violence.

Please arrive 15 minutes early for
instructions. For information, contact
Miles, 360-9316, or visit the website
www.ssbpt.org.
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Jan. 8-10 Discerning Life’'s Choices
for Women Retreat

Jan. 9 Knitters and Spinners
Retreat Day

Jan. 16 God in Public

Jan. 23 Restoring Hope and
Finding Forgiveness

Jan. 30 Beyond Loss: Finding

Wisdom, Meaning, Joy

For more information, call 438-2595
or e-mail spiritualityctr@stplacid.org.
The Priory Spirituality Center is located
at 500 College St. NE, Lacey.
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The Vestry met December 10 and discussed our financial status, the boilers
and a program to help combat global warming.

Treasurer Don Duncan had good news concerning our financial status. For
the month of November our income was the third highest of any month this
year. Operating income exceeded expenditures for a cumulative net of $13,424.
Still needing attention is the Endowment Fund Repayment, which is short over
$15,000 toward a total of $60,000. On the other hand, we have 155 pledges for
2010 totaling $376,890 toward our preliminary budget goal of $374,550.

Junior Warden, Dennis Cooper, reported that the boilers are working well
now and there is no further word on our questions regarding the charges for
repairs.

The Vestry is considering endorsing the program, "Genesis Covenant," the
goal of which is to help combat global warming by reducing greenhouse gas
emissions from our facility within ten years. The Bishop's Office has packets to
aid churches in this endeavor. Emily Lardner and Karen Bray from Adult
Education made this request.
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Report to Parish (Totals Include Midweek Income)

November-09 Pledges Open Plate Special Total Giving Attendance

1st Sunday $10,330 $407 $10,737 306
2nd Sunday $5,002 $434 $5,436 252
3rd Sunday $4,389 $655 $5,044 246
4th Sunday $3,842 $632 $269 $4,743 283
5th Sunday $1,795 $432 $2,227 289
Totals $25,358 $2,560 $269 $28,187 1376
Prepaid

Pledges $4,688

Total Pledges $30,046

Total Giving $32,875

5 yr average $32,551

Designated Funds and Memorials $8,223

Endowment Fund Repay-

ment Pledges Payments

$44,723  $40,528

December-09 Pledges Open Plate Special  Total Giving Attendance

1st Sunday $14,757 $399 $25 $15,181 513
2nd Sunday $8,252 $472 $500 $9,224 371
3rd Sunday $2,596 $840 $490 $3,926 183
4th Sunday

Totals $25,605 $1,711 $1,015 $28,331 1067

Prepaid Pledges
Total Pledges

Total Giving $28,331
5 yr average $41,813
Designated Funds and Memorials $2,886
Endowment Fund Repay-

ment Pledges Payments

$44,903  $41,408
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A little more than two years ago, the
aging, leaking boiler that heats our
church building finally gave out. In
order to keep the building warm, the
Vestry voted to withdraw $60,000 from
our endowment fund to purchase a
new boiler.

Since then, we have been raising
money to pay back that $60,000. We
are continuing to receive pledges and
payments toward that goal: to date
pledges have reached $45,000 and
payments have reached $40,000. The
progress toward full repayment can be
seen on a chart in the Parish Hall wall.

We are aiming to reach the $60,000
payment mark by the end of next year.
Pledges and payments can be given to
Treasurer Don Duncan, dropped off at
the church office or placed in the
offering plate. /
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Effective Jan. 1, 2010, Diocesan
House office hours are 9 a.m. to noon
and 1-6 p.m. Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday. The Diocesan
House phone will be answered on the
same time schedule. The doors to
Diocesan House will be locked from
noon to 1 p.m. Guests should make
arrangements for visits and meetings
with staff members according to this
schedule.

If you have questions, concerns or
feedback regarding these changes,
please contact Tiffany Brannon in the
Office of the Bishop at 206-325-
4200/800-488-4978, ext. 2010 or
e-mail tbrannon@ecww.org.

Also beginning in January, the
Diocese of Olympia will no longer have
mail delivered to a post office box. Malil
should be sent to the street address,
1551 10th Ave. E, Seattle, WA 98102.
Please make a note of this important
change.
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8 and 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9 a.m. Childcare begins

9:15 a.m. Sunday Adult Education
Forum, Parish Hall, and Bible Study,
Guild Room

9:45 a.m. Sunday School, upstairs

11 a.m. Please join us for Coffee
Hour After Ten (CHAT) in the Parish
Hall after the 10 a.m. service.
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6 p.m. Spanish Holy Eucharist
6 p.m. Compline Rehearsal
8 p.m. Compline Service

6

10 a.m. Crafting Group
4 p.m. Quilting Group
1

7 a.m. Holy Eucharist

10-11:15 a.m. Bible Study, Guild
Room

3:30 p.m. Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd, Atrium
7 p-m. Youth Group, Upstairs

?

12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Chapel

1 p.m. Jubilate Choir Rehearsal,
Music Room

3:30 p.m. Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd, Atrium

#
8-9:30 a.m. Men’s Group, Library

Change in the offering plate from
the second Sunday goes to
support Luis, our student at El
Hogar.

Each week, we bless the food
that you generously donate to
the Thurston County Food Bank.
Place food in the baskets at the
back of the Main Church.

%
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8 a.m.-8 p.m. Powell’s trip, meet in
parking lot

3-5 p.m. CHAT set-up for the Duncan’s
50th anniversary

<=#

11:30-3 p.m. CHAT celebration of the
Duncan’s 50th anniversary

<>7?

1 p.m. Busy Bees, Guild Annex

6 p.m. Outreach Committee Meeting,
Guild Room

<@

1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Knit/Crochet group,

home of Meredith Blundell, 2808 Stirling

St SE, Olympia, 943-8911

7-10 p.m. Immigration Reform movie
and discussion

<A#

12-2:30 p.m. Play Reading & Potluck,
Library

>B#
11:30 p.m. Annual Meeting, Parish Hall
C=#

10 a.m.-3 p.m. Acolyte Training, Parish
Hall

A Prayer for Those Who Await a
Soldier's Return

God of all goodness, look with love
on those who wait for the safe return of
their loved ones who serve in the
armed forces of their country. In faith
and hope, we turn to you for comfort.
Grant that we may trust in your mercy
and send an angel to sustain us as we
await their safe return. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.
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Clergy and Staff

Priest-in-Charge, Associate for
Hispanic Ministries:

The Rev. Don Maddux

Curate : The Rev. June Johnson
Rector Emeritus :

The Rev. Jim Blundell

Archdeacon :

The Venerable Gen Grewell
Deacon for Hispanic Ministry

The Rev. Tony Irving

Scholar in Residence for Liturgy
The Rev. Dr. Doug Dornhecker
Organist/Choirmaster :

Kary W. Hyre

Pastoral Musician for Hispanic
Ministries :

Sergio Gomez

Treasurer : Don Duncan

Sexton : Michael Magallon
Secretary : Margaret Scheppke
Vestry

Stephanie Schreck, Senior Warden
Dennis Cooper, Junior Warden
Nancy Axell, Clerk of the Vestry
Class of 2009 : Kathleen McKinney,
Stephanie Schreck, Jennifer
Weatherman, DeeDee Boylan
Class of 2010: Dennis Cooper, Bill
Elledge, Jens-Dieter Stahmer, Allen
Ziegler

Class of 2011: Mary Campbell, Lucy
Clifthorne, Larrel O’Keefe, Bob Peck
Chronicle Editors: Mindy
Chambers, Christie Kruger
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The next Chronicle due date is January 20, 2010 . Please submit articles by
this date for publication in the February chronicle. If you need to be late, call
Christie Kruger at 705-0646 and let her know in advance.

E-mail articles to christie.cougar@gmail.com

. If you want to publish art or

photographs, please e-mail in a .jpeg format. Thank you for your consideration.
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On January 17, at noon, the Sunday Play-
Reading Group will meet in the church
library. After a potluck lunch, we will read the
Ibsen play The League of Youth. All people
who like plays and are able to read are

welcome.

This group is as much a fellowship group
as it is a play-reading group. If you haven't
given it a try yet, then January 17 would be a

great time to see how you like it.
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Let's regroup and get started again. Three bags of
yarn suitable for charity items have been donated.
Come knit or crochet with us on the third Friday of
every month from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Bring your own
projects and ideas to share! We meet at the home
of Meredith Blundell, 2808 Stirling St SE, Olympia.
Call 943-8911 for directions. The next meeting is
January 15.



