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 In my first sermon at St. John’s, I 
outlined some of the characteristics of 
“the perfect priest.” 

 The perfect priest preaches an 
entertaining, spiritually uplifting and 
relevant 25-minute sermon every 
Sunday of the year in no more than 12 
minutes! Every sermon is more 
wonderful than the last and boldly 
confronts evil without getting personal 
enough to upset anyone! 

 The perfect priest has been 
ordained for 30 years and is 28 years 
old! The perfect priest has a burning 
desire to work with young people and 
spends every day ministering to the 
elderly! 

 The perfect priest spends every day 
calling on parishioners and the sick, 
but is always available in the office for 
telephone calls and drop-in visits! The 
perfect priest works a minimum of 70 
hours a week, exercises faithfully, 
always puts family considerations first 
as an example to others, takes at least 
one full day off a week, spends most 
evenings at home and is available to 
everyone 24 hours a day! 

 In case you were wondering, I am 
not the perfect priest. With these 
expectations, I believe that Our Lord 
would find it difficult to meet the 
conflicting requirements. My point in 
presenting this description of the 
perfect priest is to introduce a little 
humor and suggest that from the very 
beginning of our time together, we 
should develop realistic expectations 
for one another. 

 I am not the perfect priest but I am 
one who desires to become a faithful 
and trusted member of this community. 

I am one who will work with you 
tirelessly to live out our baptismal 
promises and bring the love and Good 
News of Jesus Christ into the world. 

 The perfect priest expectations 
mentioned above may not be practical 
but I find another group of expectations 
about how we communicate with each 
other to be both practical and realistic. 
These came to the Diocese from our 
Bishop, Greg Rickel, and I believe they 
can help us to form the foundation of 
an open, honest and lasting 
relationship. 

(continued on page 2) 
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 Here are the 10 Rules for Respect: 

1. If you have a problem with me, 
come to me (privately). 

2. If I have a problem with you, I will 
come to you (privately). 

3. If someone has a problem with me 
and comes to you, send him or her 
to me. (I’ll do the same for you.) 

4. If someone consistently will not 
come to me, say, “Let’s go to John 
together. I am sure he will see us 
about this.” 

5. Be careful how you interpret me – 
I’d rather do that. On matters that 
are unclear, do not feel pressured 
to interpret my feelings or 
thoughts. It is easy to misinterpret 
intentions. 

6. I will be careful how I interpret you. 

7. If it’s confidential, don’t tell. If you 
or anyone comes to me in 
confidence, I won’t tell, unless a) 
the person is going to harm 
himself/herself, b) the person is 
going to physically harm someone 
else, c) a child has been physically 
or sexually abused. I expect the 
same from you. 

8. I do not read unsigned letters or 
notes. 

9. I do not manipulate; I will not be 
manipulated; do not let others 
manipulate you. 

10. When in doubt, just say it. The only 
dumb question is the one that 
didn’t get asked. 

 As we begin our relationship 
together, let’s try to have realistic 
expectations of one another and 
engage in positive, thoughtful 
communication. 

 It is good for us to be here. 
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 This year, many churches in the Diocese of Olympia (Western Washington) 
are embarking on year-round stewardship campaigns. This month, rather than 
talking about stewardship in terms of dollars and cents, St. John’s Stewardship 
Ministry will focus on the time, talent and skills we have to offer.  

 This week, you will be receiving a pledge card at your home that will ask you 
to consider how you might add a ministry at St. John’s to your activities. These 
pledge cards will be available after Sunday services as well.  

 The Stewardship Committee is asking you to bring your card back to St. 
John’s on March 21, when the Stewardship Committee will provide the snacks 
at Coffee Hour After Ten (CHAT) to thank you for your commitment.  

 St. John’s has many, many ministries designed to address the physical and 
spiritual needs of our congregation and community. Some of those ministries, 
and the skills they are seeking, follow. If you are interested in any of these 
areas, or others not listed here, please indicate that on the pledge card and you 
will be contacted.  

 This effort also presents a great opportunity for those of you new to the St. 
John’s community to meet people while engaging in ministry.  

 Computer assistance . Parishioner Chuck Moore takes care of many of our 
computer needs, but he could use a backup for computer maintenance and 
some programming.  

 Building and Grounds Maintenance . Our Sexton, Michael Magallon, is 
hoping to have a work party focused on interior maintenance. This includes 
general cleaning, such as window-washing and other housekeeping chores. If 
you have a truck that can be used to haul items to the dump, want to help 
organize a work party, or just want to help keep St. John’s spruced up, this is a 
ministry for you. The church has an “adopt a plot” program for parish members 
who wish to share responsibility for grounds maintenance, 

 Stewardship  works year-round to increase awareness of the many parts of 
stewardship, including monetary, time and talent pledging.  

 Our Music program provides opportunities for many ages and interests, from 
the Chancel Choir to the Sacred Jazz Ensemble.  

 Service participants . This group consists of the Altar Guild, acolytes, 
ushers, lectors, Eucharistic ministers and liturgical dancers.  

· The Altar Guild assists the clergy by preparing the altar before and after all 
services. They work in teams, serving one week per month.  

· Acolytes assist clergy during the services. They light the candles, gather 
collection plates, carry the cross and torches and hold the gospel book 
during the gospel reading.  

· Ushers greet everyone as they enter the main church with a smile and a 
bulletin and generally are the first contact guests have when coming to St. 
John’s.  

· Lectors give the readings during the service.  

· Eucharistic Ministers serve the wine at communion; some are licensed to 
take communion to shut-ins.  

· Liturgical dancers perform at various times of the year.  

(continued on page 3) 



�����	�����	


��������	!!	�������
���	�
"!�	�
�	�� �
�����
 �������	�����	�  

� 
���������� �������������� 
����� �

�����	������

����	������
�����
��������� ����������	������

����	������
�����
��������� ����������	������

����	������
�����
��������� ����������	������

����	������
�����
��������� ������ ���
(continued from page 2) 

 

 The Pastoral Care Ministry reaches out to those in 
need due to a sorrow, illness or loss. Team members also 
minister to shut-ins. The team sends cards and brings gifts 
to shut-ins at several holidays, has put together baby 
baskets for new parents and babies and is looking at other 
ways to expand this ministry.  

 The Kairos Prison Ministry  is designed to bring 
Christ’s love and forgiveness to prison inmates statewide. 
This lay-led Christian Ministry conducts a program for 
inmates, assists family members affected by the 
incarceration of a male loved one, and assists prisoners 
with the transition to the world outside of prison.  

 The Thurston County Jail Ministry holds services at 
the jail regularly and provides clean white socks and 
cookies to local inmates during the winter holiday season.  

 Daughters of the King is a women’s religious order 
that prays daily for people in need.  

 Our Faith Formation groups consist of the Man Alive 
group, Education for Ministry, Wednesday Bible Study, the 
Adult Education Ministry, Children and Family Ministries, 
and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. We also have a 
Church Library to support your growth in faith.  

· Man Alive meets on Saturday mornings from 8:30-10 
a.m. The purpose of the group is fellowship and to 
engage in Christian discussion on books they choose 
to read.  

· Education for Ministry (EFM) is a four-year program 
designed to help Christian lay people develop an 
understanding of their faith through study of the Bible, 
church history and theology, and by a dialogue on 
current events.  

· Wednesday Bible Study explores the Gospel for the 
coming Sunday and meets in the Guild Conference 
Room from 10-11:45 a.m.  

· The Adult Education Ministry plans Sunday adult 
forums and other curriculums.  

· Children and Family Ministries puts together the 
Sunday school program and works with the junior and 
senior high school youth groups.  

· Catechesis of the Good Shepherd serves children 
three to six and six to nine years old (see page 4).  

· The Church Library is lovingly tended to by volunteers 
who meet once a month to prepare new books for 
shelving, to purchase books and to select books for a 
book cart kept in the Parish Hall.  

 Our Global Ministries  include support for a student, 
Luis, at the El Hogar School in Honduras. When Luis 
graduates, we will sponsor another young boy. We also 
have an active Cambodian relief group in our church. It has 
an annual dinner to help generate support for Cambodians 
who would not have food or other items if not for our help.  

 Our Local Ministries are many. We participate in Crop 
Walk each year to raise money for the food bank and other 
food ministries. The Busy Bees provide birthday parties for 
girls in a group home as well as holiday celebrations. Each 
Sunday, we bring generous donations for the Thurston 
County Food Bank to the altar. We have hosted Camp 
Quixote, a tent city for the homeless. Several parish 
members continue to support the camp as volunteers at 
other locations. We also have hosted both the Family 
Emergency Shelter and the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
(for single women). Our Outreach Ministry helps people 
and organizations throughout the community. This ministry 
sponsors a rest stop weekend two or three times a year to 
provide tired travelers with coffee and cookies. Donations 
go to fund a variety of services.  

 The Hospitality Ministry works on receptions, puts on 
an ice cream social each summer and works on the annual 
rummage sale (the June Jumble), the Christmas Faire and 
other events as scheduled.  

 St. Martha’s Guild meets for fellowship and some 
handcrafting work on the second Friday of every month. It 
sells homemade holiday items at the Christmas Faire to 
raise money for church programs. It also prepares and 
serves the Christmas Faire luncheon and the Easter choir 
breakfast.  

 St. Anne’s Guild meets for fellowship and lunch on the 
third Thursday of each month. Members meet for several 
special events and sell homemade baked and knitted 
goods at the Christmas Faire.  

 The Play Reading Group meets around 12 p.m. the 
third Sunday of each month for a potluck and to read and 
discuss plays of all kinds.  

 Monday Morning Crafters meet at 10 a.m. in the 
Parish Hall to share crafting skills and fellowship and to 
help each other learn new skills. Bring your favorite craft 
and join the group.  

 The Quilting Group meets at 4 p.m. in the Guild Annex. 

 Office Volunteers help with answering phones, 
assisting visitors and various other tasks assigned by the 
Parish Secretary.  
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 The Cosmic Cross captures 
the idea that when God's Kingdom 
has been fully built, the light that 
cracked open the tomb of Jesus 
will shine over the whole earth. 

 The Fettuccia (Italian for "ribbon") is about 
60 yards long--long enough to stretch from the 
church all the way down the hall to the Atrium.  
Each tiny "rib" on the multi-colored grosgrain 
ribbon represents a thousand years. 
 A Bible is placed on a bookstand and 
opened to Genesis.  The Fettuccia's red tassel 
is placed on the open Bible.  Sometimes 
scientists describe that moment of creation as 
the "Big Bang."  Over billions of years, stars, 
galaxies, solar systems and planets (including 
Earth) took form.  

 Jesus' parable that we know as "The 
Good Samaritan " invites us to consider the 
question of how we live in community with 
others and with God.  When Jesus told this 
story, he was responding to the question, 
"What must I do to inherit eternal life?" and to 
the follow-up question, "Who is my 
neighbor?"  The figures used in the Atrium 
help us think about the choices we make: to 
take things from others and to ignore those in 
need, or to provide a place in an inn for 
someone at our own expense. 
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 Over billions of years, God 
has been preparing a way for the 
whole universe to live in life-
giving harmony and community 
with its Creator. 
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 Once again this year, we have an opportunity to fill up 
Easter baskets to distribute to homeless children. 

 To participate in the project, please fill a basket, suitable 
for a boy or girl, with traditional Easter surprises, such as 
candy, small toys and stuffed animals, school supplies and 
games. Wrap it up in a cellophane basket bag (available at 
most dollar and craft stores) and bring it back to St. John’s 
by Sunday, March 28. 

 The social services coordinator at Madison Elementary 
School will deliver the baskets to the children. A recent 
count showed more than 700 homeless children live in the 
Thurston County area, so many filled baskets are 
welcome. 

 This project is sponsored by St. John’s Youth Groups. 
For more information, call Dani Egan at (360) 789-7083. 
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 This Maxim is Jesus' answer to the 
question, "What must I do?"  Maxims give us 
an opportunity in the Atrium to reflect on the 
wisdom of Scripture and the teachings of 
Jesus. 
 The Maxims are kept in a cabinet whose 
doors children can open to use these 
statements of truth in a variety of activities. 
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 As many of you know, our Parish Hall is showing the 
signs of too much love! Well used over the past 25 years, 
it is in need of some attention. Last summer, the Vestry 
named a committee (Mary Campbell, Gretchen Sturtevant 
and Kathleen McKinney) to oversee this project.  

 The committee chose, and the Vestry endorsed, warm 
and welcoming paint colors. The materials will be easy to 
clean and replace, if damaged, and will wear very well. All 
materials are as “green” as possible with low to no VOCs. 

 Since, at this time, we do not have the money to pay 
for the entire update, the Vestry endorsed completing it in 
phases. Each phase will be started after  we have the 
money to pay for it. 

 Right now, we have the money to pay for Phase I, 
painting the walls in the Parish Hall and vestibule and 
replacing the pink counter tops in the kitchen and coffee 
area. Parishioner Darin Chidester just finished the 
painting. Many thanks to Darin for his hard work. 

 Samples of the baseboard, carpet, hard surface and 
entryway floor covering are on display in the Parish Hall. 
We cannot purchase those materials (Phase 2) and install 
them until that phase is fully funded. The total cost for 
Phase 2 will be $11,120. An anonymous donor has 
pledged to match, dollar for dollar, each contribution for 
the project. 

 Please prayerfully consider making a donation to help 
make Phase 2 a reality. Make checks payable to St. 
John’s Episcopal Church with a note: Parish Hall 
Renovation.  
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 The Esoterics, a Seattle-based vocal ensemble 
dedicated to performing and perpetuating contemporary  
a cappella choral settings of poetry, philosophy and 
spiritual writings from around the world, will perform at St. 
John's Episcopal Church at 3 p.m. on Sunday, March 7. 
While cultivating artistic expression and cultural 
understanding among its singers and audience alike, The 
Esoterics aspires to reflect the beauty, power and 
significance inherent in the music of our time.  

 The concert will feature choral works by Samuel Barber 
ranging over four decades. From his early works to his 
rarely-heard Motetto and the choral rendering of his Adagio 
for strings, Barber’s choral music is timelessly profound and 
offers something for everyone. Members of The Esoterics 
also will read anecdotes and excerpts of letters from the 
composer’s biography between the pieces in this concert. 

 Recognized as the premier vocal ensemble in Seattle 
and the Pacific Northwest, The Esoterics continually find 
inspiration in music’s oldest and purest form: the gathering 
of unaccompanied voices in song.  

 Now in its seventeenth season, Seattle's most 
innovative chorus has performed over 300 concerts 
throughout the Pacific Northwest and has commissioned 
and premiered more than 100 new works for a cappella 
voices in dozens of languages. They have also mastered 
many of the most virtuosic choral compositions of the last 
century in concerts described as "compelling" and "crafted," 
"luxuriant" and "lyrical," "sumptuous" and "superb."  

 Tickets to The Esoterics are free with a voluntary 
donation.  
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 Thank you, members and Vestry of Saint John’s, for 
the incredibly generous gift you presented to us at the end 
of Don’s time as your priest-in-charge. 

 We enjoyed the time with you more than we can tell 
you, and are grateful for all the work and energy with 
which everyone pitched in to make it a great year. And 
then that gift! We look forward to what will be a most 
luxurious trip to Victoria, a favorite place, when the 
gardens are in bloom and the Olympics overflow has 
flowed away. Many, many thanks to you all. 
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Dear Friends: 

 On March 12, I will undergo total knee replacement 
surgery. I was hoping to put it off until after Easter, but it 
became clear that an earlier date was called for owing to 
advanced deterioration of my right knee in the past few 
months. My surgeon suggested that I take a month off from 
work and I will follow his advice. I have every confidence 
that I will be able to join you as we celebrate Easter. I will 
have good family support during and after the surgery.  

 I ask for your prayers for successful surgery and 
healing.  
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 First, an apology for last month’s mix up: as some may 
have noticed, this column’s report was a reprint of last 
year’s February review. I clicked on the wrong file (2009 
rather than 2010) when e-mailing my stuff to the editors. 
This leaves me, appropriately for Lent, in a state of 
repentance. I am sorry. You get a “two-fer” this month for 
the February and March selections.  

 The February book is Transitions, by Julia Cameron. 
Donated to our collection about two months ago, this book 
hadn’t been in the library long before a friend of mine asked 
whether someone who isn’t part of our parish could borrow 
it. I said, “Yes; only, when you write your name and today’s 
date on the card, please add your phone number.” I was 
pleased when this person returned the book two weeks 
later and said he’d enjoyed it so much that he’d bought a 
copy of it at Orca Books before he finished reading ours.  

 That sparked my curiosity, so I read it too. It’s a short 
and simple little book—less than 200 very small pages on 
the subject of change in life. It’s broken into one- and two-
page meditations, each prefixed by a short quotation. 
Subjects addressed include joy, love, friendship, death, 
betrayal, grief and depression. The thought-provoking 
quotes come from many times and places. The reflections 
are profound as well. I found this so helpful that I plan to 
buy more copies, lovely gifts for friends! 

 Many of you , I’m sure, have 
read Mitch Albom’s book, 
Tuesdays with Morrie. I haven’t, 
nor have I seen the movie. But 
my friend Joan Sheldon told me 
to read (and handed me a copy 
of) Albom’s new book, Have a 
Little Faith. Usually I read 
several books at a time, often in 
little bits. Not this one! I could 
hardly put it down and read it all 
in two evenings. Then I asked my husband Ben to read it. 
He seldom goes to church and is often skeptical of 
organized religion as hypocritical. But when he read this 
story, about Albom’s growing friendship with a rabbi and an 
evangelical Christian pastor, he asked me to buy two 
copies so that he could give one away and keep one. I 
ordered a third copy for the church library. Now I have to 
order a fourth copy, because Ben found himself giving 
away both of his copies. 

 Finally, I want to remind you all that one of many fine 
ways to celebrate Lent is to do some extra reading in 
spiritual areas. Our Church Library has fine devotional 
books to assist you with that. Both the Cameron and the 
Albom books are superb—and there are many fine others 
both in the Library and on the cart in the Parish Hall. 
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 Trebor Edwards, one of the leading tenors in Wales 
and a favorite in the Northwest, will sing at Saint John's on  
Monday evening, March 8, at 7 p.m. 

 Trebor and his wife, Ann, frequently have visited 
Olympia when they come to the Northwest for the Puget 
Sound Welsh Club’s Saint David’s Day Concert. It’s often a 
short trip because of lambing season. The Edwardses live 
at Pen y Bryniau, near Corwen in North Wales. While 
Trebor is a frequent performer in Wales and worldwide, 
with five gold discs to his credit, he is first of all a sheep 
and cattle farmer. In fact, he was president of the Royal 
Welsh Agricultural Society in 2008, when it hosted the 
Royal Welsh Show. 

 When Trebor was last at Saint John’s, he was suffering 
from a cold. His wife gave him voice breaks during his 
concert by describing their history. Trebor started farming 
at 16 when he persuaded his maternal grandfather to grant 
him tenancy of his 160-acre farm and a bank manager to 
lend him the money to stock it. Gradually he began building 
his herd of dairy cattle. 

 Trebor also traveled with his family, singing for events 
in the local area. At one of those events, he won the 
opportunity to make a demonstration tape that started his 
skyrocketing musical career. At another, he met Ann. Now 
their sons and son-in-law farm nearby.  

 When the demands of his concert schedule made care 
for his dairy herd impossible, Trebor switched to beef cattle 
and sheep. As Ann told listeners on their last visit, it's not 
unusual for him to return from a singing engagement at 
midnight, don a pair of boots and go check on the sheep. 
More than once, he's delivered a lamb while wearing a 
tuxedo. 

 Trebor debuted his most recent CD during the Royal 
Welsh Show. A compilation of 12 hymns, eight sung in 
Welsh and four in English, it will likely be on sale at his 
concert in Olympia. The concert is free although a free-will 
offering will be taken to help defray the Edwardses' costs 
for a visit that takes them away from the farm during 
lambing season. 
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 Women from the Episcopal Church, the Anglican 
Church of Canada and nearly two dozen provinces across 
the Anglican Communion along with ecumenical women 
and a youth delegation are gathering for the 54th session 
of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women 
(UNCSW) in New York City March 1-12. 

 This year, the theme of UNCSW is “Bejing + 15: Review 
and Appraisal of Progress Achieved Fifteen Years After 
Implementation of the 1995 Beijing Platform for Action on 
Women (BPFA).” 

 “Since 2004, under the auspices of Anglican Women’s 
Empowerment (AWE) and enabled by the Anglican 
Observer’s Office, several hundred Anglican sisters have 
participated in the annual UNCSW meeting,” noted Marge 
Christie, a representative of the Episcopal Church. “March 
2010 will provide the opportunity to evaluate the whole 
under the banner of Beijing+15.” 

 The Episcopal/Anglican representation is coordinated 
through the Office of the United Nations Observer at the 
United Nations. The Episcopal Church Center at 815 
Second Avenue, New York, located only two blocks from 
the United Nations headquarters, is being used for 
hospitality, meeting, gathering and training space. 
“Inspiring women to urge their governments toward 
meeting the principles of the Beijing Platform is an 
imperative this year,” Christie said. “While the occasion is 
the celebration of Beijing+15, the reality is that not nearly 
enough has been accomplished in the years since that 
historic gathering.” 

 Training sessions, meetings, presentations, worship 
services, delegation time and social activities fill the two-
week UNCSW calendar. The complete schedule is 
available at www.aco.org/ministry/un/  

 In addition to other events, delegates will meet with 
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, and worship on 
Sunday, March 7 at Episcopal churches in the New York 
area. 

 Parallel events registered through the NGO/CSW are 
listed at www.ngocsw.org/en/events/csw54/parallel-
events/list 

 For more information check the websites of the Anglican 
Observer at the UN at www.aco.org/ministry/un/ and the 
UN Commission on the Status of Women at  
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/index.html 

 Events sponsored or hosted by The Episcopal Church 
include: 

· Presentation by the Rev. Margaret Fell from the 
Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota on “Creating 
Beijing Circles for Study, Reflection and Action”; 

· “Join The Circle, a Learning Opportunity Grounded 
in God’s Call to Local and Global Action”; 

· Discussion about Global Anglican Networking For 
Mission focusing on networking opportunities and 
exploring how women of faith around the world can 
connect effectively on common mission objectives; 

· Presentation by the Episcopal Church Global 
Partnerships and Mission Representatives on their 
program goals and guidelines; 

· Presentation by program officers from Episcopal 
Relief & Development, Trinity Wall Street and the 
United Thank Offering (UTO) on guidelines and 
funding possibilities for international church based 
programs; 

· Presentation on “Human Trafficking: The Way 
Forward”; 

· Presentations and discussions on engaging faith-
based organizations and possibilities for regional 
partnering with the Anglican Communion on the 
Millennium Development Goals, issues of 
reproductive health, issues of sexual violence and 
youth-focused programs. 
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� Thank you for your contributions towards our support of 
Luis.  We have made it to $1060.64 (out of the $1500 we 
have committed). 

 From the Winter Newsletter from El Hogar: 

 The 30th year of El Hogar Projects has been 
quite tough, but for the children and staff, it has 
proven to be one of the best.  The challenges 
presented by a global recession, local inflation, 
and political unrest have helped to sharpen our 
focus and look more closely at each aspect of 
what we do. 

 The continuing vitality of El Hogar was evident 
in our three graduations [Agricultural School, 
Technical Institute, and El Hogar] and in the 
reunion we had of former graduates.  These 
events were a moving celebration of our 30 years 
of love and hope.  Despite all of the political unrest 
in Honduras, El Hogar was able to keep its doors 
open and classes held.  Our students lost no 
school time, unlike the public schools which 
missed about a third of the school year.  This is 
due completely to the extraordinary commitment of 
our devoted teachers and staff. 

 26 graduates came to the reunion from all 
over Honduras to share their life stories with the 
students.  These men spoke of the difference El 
Hogar has made in their lives.  They talked about 
the dark times in the beginning when they were 
lonely and sad, and how slowly over time, El 
Hogar filled their hearts with love.  They spoke of 
the positive values that El Hogar taught, the 
abiding guidance of the teachers and Directors, 
and how they emerged with confidence in 
themselves.  Two of the graduates are now TV 
personalities; another is Mayor of his small town.  
Several brought their wives and children to 
introduce them to El Hogar.  They encouraged the 
current students to work hard and persevere, so 
they may know the same transformation and one 
day stand on the same stage and share their 
stories.  These men were an inspiration. 
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 We have an amazing 
group of teenagers in our 
high school youth group. 
This year they decided to 
do something special and 
meaningful for our 
community. After lots of 
thought, they decided that 
they would love to “adopt a 
soldier.” In other words, 
they wanted to send care packages to a soldier who would 
not otherwise receive any while deployed. When we 
began searching through an “adopt a soldier” organization, 
we found someone within our own community who could 
use our help: Army Specialist Benjamin Miller. 

 Ben is currently in Iraq serving as part of the PSD 
(Personal Support Detachment) Team. He is one of 14 
soldiers selected for this assignment and has been 
appointed by the Colonel and the command Sergeant 
Major to be the Gunner because of his weapons 
knowledge and qualifications. 

 Ben has been deployed to Iraq several times before 
and has been wounded in battle multiple times. He has 
been awarded multiple Purple Hearts and an Army 
Achievement Medal. One of those times, he was seriously 
injured and transported to Germany by helicopter for 
hospitalization. 

 Ben’s only family and major support person was his 
mother, who passed away last year. 

 After learning about Ben, the High School Youth 
Group was more than eager to help. They are very excited 
about sending care packages and offering their support to 
this wonderful soldier. 

 If you would like to help support Ben, a camouflage-
decorated box has been placed in the church office with 
his name on it. Ben enjoys Hot Rod and 4 Wheeling 
magazines. He could use crew socks, snack foods, 
powdered creamer and ground coffee. Anything we can 
send him would be greatly appreciated. 

 If you have any questions or would like to have a 
complete bio of Army Specialist Benjamin Miller, please 
contact youth leaders, Dani Egan (360) 789-7083 or 
Catherine Atwell (360) 292-2234. 
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Army Specialist Benjamin 
Miller 
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 Here are some notes from the Vestry Meeting of Feb. 11, 2010: 

1. The Vestry voted to allow the Family Support Center’s 
Family Emergency Shelter to be our guest in the Parish Hall 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. until mid-April for families needing 
shelter. 

2. The Parish Hall Renovation Committee is proceeding with 
the painting phase of the renovation. See A Fresh Look for 
our Parish Hall on page 6 for details.  

3. The Vestry voted to transfer $2,000 from the Birthday and 
Thank Offerings to the Episcopal Relief and Development 
Haiti Relief Fund. Previously these funds were given to relief 
efforts in New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 
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 We are trying a new way to ensure 
there are hosts for CHAT every 
Sunday by focusing on birthdays (or 
some other red letter occasion).  

 If every household chose a Sunday 
near the birthday of one of its 
members—just one Sunday in the 
year—we would have more than 
enough hosts to keep tummies happy, 
newcomers welcomed and the 
conversation bubbling.  

 We are asking for two households 
to sign up per week. Forms for signing 
up, as well as suggestions for doing 
CHAT, are on the board above the 
coffee machine. Questions? Call 
Nancy Axell at 754-6516. Thanks and 
happy chatting! 
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 On January 17 and February 21, at 
noon, the Sunday Play Reading Group 
met for a potluck lunch and read 
Ibsen’s play, The League of Youth.  On 
March 21, Carolyn Maddox will be 
“directing” a reading of Dylan Thomas’ 
play, Under Milk Wood.  

 If you’ve ever thought about play 
reading, try this companionable and 
pleasant group on March 21. We 
always have fun together. If you have 
two hours to spend in a totally relaxed 
and interesting way, give this activity a 
“trial run.” It’s a great way to get to 
know new people, too. 

���� ������-��
��������-��
��������-��
��������-��
��� ���

Jan-10  Pledges  Open Plate  Special  Total Giving  Attendance 

1st Sunday $10,100 $229 $90 $10,419 247 

2nd Sunday $6,691 $307  $6,998 264 

3rd Sunday $3,567 $334  $3,901 254 

4th Sunday $6,410 $500  $6,910 248 

5th Sunday $3,553 $370   $3,923 270 

Totals $30,321 $1,740 $90 $32,151 1283 

Prepaid Pledges $2,363      

Total Pledges $32,684      

Total Giving   $34,514   

5 year average   $28,978   

Designated Funds and Memorials $8,057   

Endowment Fund Repayment Pledges Payments 
Amounts are  
cumulative 

    $46,118 $41,498     

       

Feb-10  Pledges  Open Plate  Special  Total Giving  Attendance 

1st Sunday $11,577 $496  $12,073 276 

2nd Sunday $6,983 $320  $7,303 260 

3rd Sunday $2,342 $243  $2,585 271 

4th Sunday           

Totals $20,902 $1,059  $21,961 807 

Prepaid Pledges      

Total Giving   $21,961   

5 year average   $31,584   

Designated Funds and Memorials $6,972   

Endowment Fund Repayment Pledges Payments    

    $46,618 $41,998     

Report to Parish (Totals Include midweek Income) 
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 At the annual meeting on January 
25, we selected new delegates to the 
2010 convention: Ted and Vicki Focke, 
Kathleen McKinney, John Twelves, 
Linda Madison and Jens-Dieter 
Stamer. Troy and Catherine Atwell will 
continue as delegates until their term 
expires in 2010.  

 Barb Roder will continue as 
alternate. New alternates are Kate 
Walsh, Hope Duncan, Janice Jackson 
and Daren Chidester.  
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11:30 a.m. Daughters of the King, 
Guild Annex 

6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir, Guild Room 

6:30 p.m. EFM, Guild Annex 

7 p.m. Youth Groups 
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1 p.m. Jubilate Choir, Guild Room 
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3 p.m. The Esoterics Concert, Main 
Church 
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7 p.m. Trebor Edwards Concert, Main 
Church 
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1 p.m. Busy Bees, Guild Annex 

6 p.m. Outreach, Guild Room 
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6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir, Guild Room 

6:30 p.m. EFM, Guild Annex 

7 p.m. Youth Groups 
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1 p.m. Jubilate Choir, Guild Room 
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10:30 a.m. St. Martha’s Guild, Parish 
Hall 
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6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir, Guild Room 

6:30 p.m. EFM, Guild Annex 

7 p.m. Youth Groups 
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12 p.m. St. Anne’s Guild, Parish Hall 

2:30 p.m. Library Committee, Library 
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12-2:30 p.m. Play Reading and 
Potluck, Library 
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6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir, Guild Room 

6:30 p.m. EFM, Guild Annex 

7 p.m. Youth Groups 
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8 and 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist   

9 a.m. Childcare begins 

9:15 a.m. Sunday Adult Education 
Forum, Parish Hall 

11 a.m. Coffee Hour After Ten 
(CHAT), Parish Hall  
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6 p.m. Spanish Holy Eucharist, 
followed by a potluck 

6 p.m. Compline Rehearsal 

8 p.m. Compline Service  
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10 a.m. Crafting Group 

4 p.m. Quilting Group 
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7 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

10-11:15 a.m. Bible Study, Guild 
Room 

5:15 p.m. Evening Prayer 

���������������������������������
12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Chapel 
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8-9:30 a.m. Man Alive Men’s Group, 
Guild Room 
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The deadline for submissions 
to the April Chronicle is March 
20. Send submissions to: 
christie.cougar@gmail.com  
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� Change in the offering plate from 
the second Sunday goes to 
support Luis, our student at El 
Hogar. Or write El Hogar (or Luis) 
on an envelope or on the memo 
line of your check.  

� Each week, we bless the food that 
you generously donate to the 
Thurston County Food Bank. 
Place food in the baskets at the 
back of the Main Church. 
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Clergy and Staff 
Priest-in-Charge 
The Rev. John Allen 
Associate for Hispanic Ministries:  
The Rev. Don Maddux 
Curate : The Rev. June Johnson 
Rector Emeritus :  
The Rev. Jim Blundell 
Archdeacon :  
The Venerable Gen Grewell 
Deacon for Hispanic Ministry :  
The Rev. Tony Irving 
Scholar in Residence for Liturgy :  
The Rev. Dr. Doug Dornhecker 
Organist/Choirmaster :  
Kary W. Hyre  
Pastoral Musician for Hispanic 
Ministries :  
Sergio Gomez 
Treasurer : Don Duncan 
Sexton : Michael Magallon 
Secretary : Margaret Scheppke 
Vestry 
Allen Ziegler, Senior Warden  
Dennis Cooper, Junior Warden 
Nancy Axell, Clerk of the Vestry 
Class of 2010: Dennis Cooper, Bill 
Elledge, Jens-Dieter Stahmer, Allen 
Ziegler 
Class of 2011: Mary Campbell, Lucy 
Clifthorne, Larrel O’Keefe, Bob Peck 
Class of 2012 : Belen Carrillo; Ann 
Hutcheson; Rob Michie; Roberta 
Waggoner 
Chronicle Editors: Mindy  
Chambers, Christie Kruger 
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6:30 p.m. Baby Shower, Guild Room 
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 Last fall, when it became apparent that the need for 
overnight accommodations for homeless families far 
outstripped what was available in Thurston County, the 
Family Support Center in downtown Olympia created the 
Family Emergency Shelter. 

 The 20-bed shelter now finds itself at St. John's, after 
two months at First United Methodist Church and several 
months before that at First Christian Church. First Christian 
Church will become its permanent home in mid-April. 

 This shelter is not the same as the Emergency Overflow 
Shelter, which we host annually, and which takes only 
single women. It is designed with families in mind. For 
example, it soon will be offering on-site parenting classes 
and other services families need to get on their feet. So far, 
it has offered temporary shelter to dozens of parents and 
children as they wait to get into permanent housing. In 
numerous instances, this transition has been successful. 

 The stories of its residents are as varied as you might 
imagine, as are their ages. During its first week at St. 
John's, the youngest child was a baby and the oldest was 
11. All appreciate that they have a warm, safe place to lay 

their heads at night. The residents begin arriving at 7 p.m. 
and are out at 7 the following morning. We've had to work 
around the Parish Hall refurbishing and numerous events 
scheduled prior to the Vestry approving the shelter's move 
to St. John's and seem to have done so with success. 

 For the Family Shelter, St. John's is not expected to 
provide overnight "hosts" or do laundry. Over time, a 
dedicated bunch of volunteers have come together to host 
the shelter. The residents of Bread and Roses House of 
Hospitality do the laundry. This is truly a community effort. 
Parishioner Phil Owen, now development director at the 
Family Support Center, came up with the idea for the 
shelter at the end of last summer and gathered together a 
bunch of folks who had volunteered at the Overflow and 
Camp Quixote, as well as  Support Center staff, to make 
the shelter a reality. 

 If you have any questions, think you might want to 
become a regular overnight shelter host or have other ways 
you think you could assist the shelter residents, please 
leave one of us a message at the church and we'll get back 
to you. 

 Thanks to you and the Vestry for supporting this 
important mission. 

���� #��
��������
����
���
������4
���
#��
��������
����
���
������4
���
#��
��������
����
���
������4
���
#��
��������
����
���
������4
���
� ���


