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What a joy to gather in our community and relive the sorrow and trials of
Holy Week and then celebrate the glorious Feast of Easter! This busy time of
the Church year requires a number of generous volunteers. May | extend a
huge THANK YOU to all who helped make our worship services and hospitality
so meaningful, rewarding and enjoyable. May the Joy of Easter fill your hearts
and souls!

At the Easter Vigil and on Easter Sunday | introduced a new Fraction
Anthem. The Fraction Anthem is part of the Eucharistic Prayer text spoken or
sung after the Lord’s Prayer when the priest breaks the communion bread. It
commemorates the breaking and sharing of the bread by Jesus at the Last
Supper. There are several forms for the Fraction Anthem.

| call the new Fraction Anthem the “Grace Cathedral Fraction Anthem”
because that is where | first learned it. | understand that it originally came from
St. James Church, Piccadilly London. The text is as follows:

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

We break this bread for those who journey the way of the Hindus,

for those who follow the path of the Buddha,

for our sisters and brothers of Islam,

for the Jewish People from whom we come,

and for all those who walk the way of faith.

Blessed be God forever.

We break this bread for the earth we have wasted,
for those who have no bread,

and for ourselves in our brokenness.

Blessed be God forever.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

Therefore let us keep the feast.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

For me it is a prayer of inclusion, recognizing the major faith traditions as
well as all those who have a practice of faith. We pray for all. The prayer also

recognizes our frailty in caring for the earth and remembers those less fortunate
than we are.

We will use this text periodically during the year. | hope you find it
inspirational. | welcome your honest feedback on this new prayer.
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The 2010 Vestry Retreat began on Friday evening, April
16, and continued all day Saturday, April 17. The
participants were Allen Ziegler, Sr. Warden, Dennis
Cooper, Jr. Warden, Mtr. June, Fr. Godson, Lucy
Clifthorne, Bill Elledge, Bob Peck, Larrel O’Keefe, Roberta
Waggoner and Nancy Axell. Fr. John served as retreat
facilitator.

The retreat started with a lovely evening hosted by Gary
and Gen Grewell, a wonderful opportunity for Vestry
members, clergy, staff and spouses or significant others to
meet and build community together. A large THANK YOU
for this excellent beginning to our retreat!

The retreat was an opportunity for our new Priest-in-
Charge, Fr. John, to join the Vestry in reviewing St. John's
vision and mission statements and to establish goals and
specific areas of focus for 2010. Another agenda item was
development of an organizational framework for our
ministries. Did you know we have more than 60 ministries
at St. John's?

Allen Ziegler announced that Leanne Willard will fill the
remaining Vestry term of Mary Campbell. This term expires
January, 2011. He also announced the resignation of Jens-
Dieter Stahmer (Class of 2010) due to Jens’s involvement
in an educational program.

The group adopted a new Vision Statement: A
Community Transformed by the Love of Jesus Christ. A
subcommittee will review the current Mission Statement
and incorporate the Great Commandments and Baptismal
promises.

We agreed on four focus areas for 2010. Each area was
delegated to a subcommittees to develop. The areas are:

1. Children and Youth Program  will look at options for
enhancing the current children and youth programs. This
subcommittee will look at communication among the groups
and a “go to” person for resources and expertise.

2. Organizational Revitalization  will review and address
the cohesive whole of our Vision, Mission and Ministries.
This subcommittee will compile a list of ministries and
leaders. Fr. John will lead this subcommittee.

3. Spirituality will evaluate our ongoing emphasis on
spiritual development for parishioners both corporately and
individually. This subcommittee will explore and rate current
programs on how well they are functioning and what is
needed.

4. Holy Hospitality will consolidate all ministries related to
hospitality: greeters, ushers, worship leaders, clergy,
education at all levels, coffee hour (CHAT), social
ministries, buildings and grounds and others. A

subcommittee has been formed and is beginning the work
of answering the following questions:

Is St. John’s warm and engaging? Are we “child
friendly?”

Are our buildings and grounds welcoming?

Are our written materials positive and jargon-free?

Do we extend friendly greetings at worship and events?
Do we have targeted events for newcomers?

Do we follow-up with “Guests?” Are we nurturing of new
members?

Do we invite new members to events? Do we have
enough tables for all?

Do we have childcare during adult programs and
services?

Are our communication systems (telephones and
computers) adequate?

Is our Web space appealing and up-to-date?

To improve communication among the ministries, the
Vestry and parishioners, Vestry members will serve as
liaisons, contacting ministries monthly by e-mail. We will
host quarterly leadership forums of Vestry members and
ministry leaders and quarterly All Parish meetings between
Sunday morning services.

If you are looking to grow in your faith or strengthen your
spiritual life, several opportunities are coming up.

The Sunday Forum at St. John’s convenes after the 8
a.m. service. Join us on May 2 for the last of Bob Peck’s
series on “Sacred History.” On May 9, Mary Ann Mahurin
will speak on “Women of the Bible.”

The Priory Spirituality Center in Lacey is also offering
several classes:

May 8: The Art and Beauty of Mary’s Garden—a day of
inspiration exploring the world of Mary’s garden, a
sacred space of spiritual integration, illumination and
mystical marriage.

May 14-16: Prayer of the Heart—a retreat from Friday
evening through Sunday afternoon to explore the
stages of prayer and focus on Centering prayer and the
Jesus Prayer. Participants will have time for reflection
and silence.

May 22: Haiku: A Spiritual Practice in Three Lines—a
day-long workshop on writing haiku as a way to tap into
the sacred moments that permeate everyday living.

For more information on these and other opportunities,
call St. Placid’s Priory at 360-438-2595 or e-mail
spiritualityctr@stplacid.org.




On Saturday, April 10, four Sunday school families with
seven children, Lydia Groseclose, our preschool teacher,
and | visited 16 seniors served by St. John’s pastoral care
ministry. These seniors cannot regularly attend
Church. We divided our effort into five groups and each
group visited two to four elders. Each group brought a
lovely prayer card and a pot of spring flowers for each
senior.

This visit would not have been possible without the
support of several St. John's church members. Mother
June provided a list of pastoral care seniors and guided
us by phone while she was on medical leave. Our Sunday
School teachers Lydia Groseclose and Denise Hammer
contacted families to ask for their participation. The office
volunteers called the seniors to check their availability for
our visits. The Monday Morning Crafters made the lovely
prayer cards and wrapped the flower pots. Father
John sent us his blessing from his sick bed (he had to
stay home with a cold).
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Charlyn Moore
and Joy Drescher

Bob Phillips
and Ethan
Schmidt
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In a fascinating (and rare!) little hardback book, The
Tender Pilgrims, published in 1917 by the Christian
Century Press, author and pastor Edgar DeWitt Jones
meditated on this phrase from Genesis 33: "l will lead on
gently . . . according to the pace of the children."

Jones' basic advice to parents--and to the church--was
essentially to slow down. The pace of modern life (ninety-
three years ago) was pushing adults to rush too much.
Jones really feared that adults were too busy to notice that
brief and amazing period when their kids were at home and
exploring everything. What | really love about this old book
is Jones' description of Jesus:

". .. When the Son of God came to earth, He
slackened his pace according to the pace of the little
children. In all His wonderful ministry is there
anything more wonderful than this? Other great souls
before and after Him strode through the world
victoriously, but their pace was too fast for little feet.
The children could not keep up with them; they were
left behind, overlooked, neglected, forgotten. But
Jesus led on gently, remembering how exquisitely
tender childhood is. On a memorable day of his
ministry there was a discussion among his disciples
as to who was the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Unable to agree among themselves, they came with

their question to Jesus and bade him answer. And

Jesus called a little child--just an ordinary, casual

child of the streets--and set him in the midst of them,

and said, 'Verily, | say unto you, except ye turn and
become as little children ye shall in no wise enter into
the kingdom of God."' . ... We moderns have
reversed the process. We have placed the adult in
the midst of children and as good as said, 'Look at
him. Be like him." Or we have put ourselves in the
midst and proudly exclaimed, 'Look at us!" Sometimes
we have been careless and indifferent as to whether
our teachers of children were competent and even
clean of life. Our churches have been pulpit-centered,
choir-centered, not child-centered. To use the
meaningful phrase of a modern teacher, 'Workers in
both church and school are afflicted with
adultamania.' Yes, that is the word--"adultamania.”

(pp. 60-62).

I love the way our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
program provides an antidote to adultamania. Adults and
children are invited to step out of the hectic pace of our
activities long enough to breathe--to breathe out our frantic
weariness and breathe in Jesus.

What a joy to walk beside "the tender pilgrims"!
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From beginning
to end, The
Forgotten Desert
Mother — Sayings,
Lives and Stories of
Early Christian
Women, is a
compelling read. It
chronicles the lives,
wisdom, passion
and world of the
early Christian
ammas (mothers) and the desert monastic communities
they lived in and around. The author, Laura Swan, brings to
her work the unique insight and experience gained as
prioress of St. Placid’s Priory in nearby Lacey.

Desert spirituality was grounded in simplicity,
authenticity, compassion and the pursuit of an inner
journey of faith. As women in an oppressively patriarchal
time, these desert ammas were both rebels and pilgrims.
Only men were believed to be capable of living beyond
human passions. Women were characterized as “fleshly,
sinful, sensuous, passionate and bodily.” Indeed, some
women passed themselves off as eunuchs so they could
join male monasteries. Others lived a life of isolation in
cells, which often were caves, deep in the desert. Both
monastics and hermits embraced a life of silence,
disciplined asceticism, prayer, study of the Word and

intense listening. They gave away their possessions to the
poor and pursued deep union with God in all areas of their
lives, nurturing humility and purity of heart. They embraced
all humanity and rejected all judgment and criticism.

The sayings and folk wisdom of the desert mothers were
part of an oral tradition until the fifth century, when these
sayings began to be written down. Many of the sayings
focused on mentoring seekers in their quest for a deeper
relationship with God. Amma Matrona had this to say, “It is
better to live in a crowd and want to live a solitary life than
to live a solitary life but all the time be longing for
company.”

The Forgotten Desert Mothers also covers the lives and
times of the early deaconesses in the church. Steeped as it
is in ancient traditions, lore and beliefs, this book helps
readers know and love these women and their timeless
teachings. Many of these teachings, while unfamiliar, are
still relevant in the context of contemporary life. For
example, the desert mothers caution us against
succumbing to accidie, “the inability to be committed to the
spiritual journey; a carelessness, listlessness, indifference,
or laziness toward the hard interior work of conversion and
transformation.”

I highly recommend The Forgotten Desert Mothers as a
rare find for modern day seekers, men and women alike.
The book is extremely well-written and researched with
extensive notes, bibliography and even a glossary of
selected terms. )') 2 +-
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St. John’s quilting group, the Piecekeepers, made quilts for Bill and Shirley Young (shown on the left
with Joyce Smith) and brand-new parishioner Kaylee Gemedschiew (shown on the right with her proud
parents, Greg and Jee Young)
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Good news! Thanks to your continued contributions, we now have nearly
$1,300 saved to support Luis. We should be able to send our committed $1,500
to El Hogar in June or July.

In 1993, St. John’s supported their first EI Hogar student, Rigoberto Ventura
Bobadilla. We supported him with a yearly $480 donation (note how the
financial need has gone up in 17 years!). In September of 1993, Jocelyn Rohde,
Director at El Hogar, visited St. John’s to tell us about their schools, students,
etc. We supported Rigoberto through 1994, and then he left to take a job after
completing all 6 years of school.

St. John’s supported three more students from 1995 to 1997, none of whom
completed the program. In 1998, we began supporting Alan Dony Soto Martinez
— paying $600 a year in support. We supported Alan again in 1999 and 2000, at
$900 per year. Alan graduated from the program in November of 2000.

We had a student in 2001 who quit the school, and then we began
supporting Luis in 2002 — at the current support level of $1,500 per year. Luis
was a six-year-old first grader at the time. Luis has finished the six years of the
El Hogar Home of Love and Hope and is now a second-year carpentry student
at St. Mary’s Technical School. We are proud of his accomplishments and
cheer him on toward his goal of graduating from the full EI Hogar program. El
Hogar is giving Luis the knowledge and tools to obtain a good job and support
himself and someday a family. +))
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What organization of which St.
John’s is a proud founding member will
celebrate its twentieth anniversary in
20117 It's the one that's red, washed
and ready to supply clean clothes to
school children in need! That'’s right,
The Little Red Schoolhouse.

Put distribution day, August 19 , on
your calendar now to be part of this
fun, interesting and helpful day.

Call Ruth Furman at 438-0746 if
you would like more information.
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On Sunday, May 2, hundreds of people from every faith -
tradition and walk of life concerned about hunger will
participate in the Thurston County CROP WALK.

At the event, sponsored by the local ecumenical group
Interfaith Works, volunteer walkers raise funds for local
hunger-relief organizations and humanitarian projects
around the world.

The 2009 Walk raised $42,400!

St. John’s has a long and robust history of participation
in the walk. It is not too late to participate by being a walker
or a sponsor. Forms and additional information are
available in the church office.

The 10K (6.2 mile) walk starts and ends at the State
Capitol Campus in downtown Olympia. On the day of the
walk, park on the Capitol Campus and come to the Temple
of Justice steps. Bring your walker form to the registration
tent between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m. The Opening Ceremony
is at 1:15 p.m. The walk starts at 1:30, led by the Olympia
Highlanders Pipe and Drum Corps.

Every year, 25 percent of the funds raised go to local
feeding programs chosen by the CROP WALK committee.
2010 local recipients are:

- e

First Baptist Church’s Sunday Dinner Feeding Ministry

Meals on Wheels Senior Nutrition Program, Senior
Services for South Sound

Out of the Woods Emergency Food and Shelter,
Olympia Unitarian Universalist Congregation

Sacred Heart Emergency Outreach
Salvation Army / Olympia Community Kitchen
St. Benedict's Community Dinner Program
St. Vincent DePaul Society
Thurston County Food Bank
The remainder will go to relief efforts in Chile and Haiti.
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About two years ago, the church's ancient boiler required replacement.
Because St. John’s couldn’t secure a loan and a replacement was needed
before the heating season began, the Vestry authorized an emergency loan

from the Endowment Fund to pay for the new boiler. The Vestry asked
parishioners to help repay the Endowment Fund over a three-year period.

Of the $60,000 borrowed from the Endowment Fund, $55,300 has been
repaid. The Vestry wants to thank those who pledged or who contributed.

Thank you for keeping the church a warm and welcoming place for Sunday
services and for all the other activities that St. John’s supports -- Rising Tide
School, Homeless Shelters, various self-help groups, Youth Groups, Bible
Studies, Guild Meetings, community meetings and parish activities. And thank
you for keeping the office staff warm while they do their important work.

If you've been meaning to help repay the Endowment Fund, your
contribution would be most welcome! We'll all breathe easier when the
Endowment Fund is fully repaid and we can focus on other priorities.

4 n

Report to Parish (Totals Include midweek Income)

Mar-10 Pledges Open Plate Special Total Giving Attendance
1st Sunday $12,524 $435 $360 $13,319 591
2nd Sunday $6,499 $251 $0 $6,750 257
3rd Sunday $2,779 $394 $95 $3,268 238
4th Sunday $3,718 $415 $260 $4,393 314
Totals $25,520 $1,495 $715 $27,730 1400
Prepaid Pledges $3,002
Total Pledges $28,522
Total Giving $30,732
5 year average $34,925
Designated Funds and Memorials $6,155
Endowment Fund Repayment Pledges Payments

$46,893  $42,273
Apr-10 Pledges Open Plate Special Total Giving Attendance
1st Sunday $9,755 $450  $2,938 $13,143 726
2nd Sunday $5,421 $256 $170 $5,847 263
3rd Sunday $5,317 $367 $50 $5,734 225
4th Sunday
Totals $20,493 $1,073  $3,158 $24,724 1214
Prepaid Pledges
Total Giving
5 year Average $33,203
Designated Funds and Memorials $1,856
Endowment Fund Repayment Pledges Payments

$47,018 $42,398
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Have you signed up to host Coffee
Hour after the 10 a.m. Service (CHAT)
on Sunday? | just had my first turn in
quite a while. It is much fun and very
easy, particularly if you find friends to
help.

Mary Jane Hancock and | worked
out the menu and went shopping on
Saturday. Sue Michie and Fred
pitched in and helped on Sunday.
Nancy Axell answered questions.

You can use the event to honor a
special person (or persons) in your life.
The cost is up to you. When many
people take turns, it only comes along
once a year or so.

Do give hostessing a thought.
Nancy Axell, 754-6515, is the person
to contact. !

Please sign your drawings and
coloring pages. We want to copy
some of them for greeting cards to sell
at the Christmas Fair and to send to
those who are ill and disabled.
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We spent Monday through
Wednesday this week enjoying the
lovely gift you gave us: transport and
two nights in a harbor view room at the
Empress Hotel with the time and
wherewithal to explore Butchart
Gardens at the height of spring, walk
Fort Street, enjoy the camas in bloom
on Beacon Hlll, and eat far too much.

Bonuses were beautiful weather
and even a little friendly greeter on our
window sill.

Many thanks for such a thoughtful
and perfect gift.

With much love, 1 ! %
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8 and 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9 a.m. Childcare begins

9:15 a.m. Sunday Adult Education
Forum, Parish Hall

11 a.m. Coffee Hour After Ten
(CHAT), Parish Hall

ll! %
6 p.m. Spanish Holy Eucharist,
followed by a potluck
6 p.m. Compline Rehearsal
8 p.m. Compline Service

10 a.m. Crafting Group
4 p.m. Quilting Group

7 a.m. Holy Eucharist

10-11:15 a.m. Bible Study, Guild
Room

6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir, Music Room

6:30 p.m. EFM, Guild Annex
7 p.m. Youth Groups

&

12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Chapel
1 p.m. Jubilate Choir, Music Room

8:30 a.m. Men’s Group, Library

Change in the offering plate from

the second Sunday goes to
support Luis, our student at El
Hogar.

Each week, we bless the food

that you generously donate to the

Thurston County Food Bank.

Place food in the baskets at the

back of the Main Church.

May 1 Is Clean Up Day! We

need people to help us clean up
and weed around the church on
May 1, 2010, from 9 a.m. to noon.
Please bring gloves and yard
tools.

5

11:30 a.m. Daughters of the King,
Guild Annex

6

6:30 p.m. English Tea Set Up, Kitchen,

Parish Hall

7

7 a.m. English Tea Set Up

12 p.m. English Tea

3 p.m. Quinceafios

22 &

1 p.m. Busy Bees, Guild Annex
6:30 p.m. Outreach, Guild Room

7 p.m. Building & Grounds, Library

20

11:30 a.m. Pastoral Care, Guild Room

28 &
7 p.m. Vestry Meeting, Parish Hall

29

10:30 a.m. St. Martha’s, Parish Hall

01&

2:30 p.m. Library Committee, Library

02

6 p.m. Parish Potluck, Parish Hall

00

11 a.m. Confirmation Service

*
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Clergy and Staff
Priest-in-Charge

The Rev. John Allen

Associate for Hispanic Ministries:
The Rev. Don Maddux
Assistant Priest : The Rev. June
Johnson

Rector Emeritus :

The Rev. Jim Blundell
Archdeacon :

The Venerable Gen Grewell
Deacon for Hispanic Ministry
The Rev. Tony Irving

Scholar in Residence for Liturgy
The Rev. Dr. Doug Dornhecker
Organist/Choirmaster :

Kary W. Hyre

Pastoral Musician for Hispanic
Ministries :

Sergio Gomez

Treasurer : Don Duncan

Sexton : Michael Magallon
Secretary : Margaret Scheppke
Vestry

Allen Ziegler, Senior Warden
Dennis Cooper, Junior Warden
Nancy Axell, Clerk of the Vestry

Class of 2010: Dennis Cooper, Bill

Elledge, Allen Ziegler

Class of 2011: Lucy Clifthorne, Larrel
O’Keefe, Bob Peck, Leanne Willard
Class of 2012 : Belen Carrillo, Ann

Hutcheson, Rob Michie, Roberta
Waggoner

Chronicle Editors: Mindy
Chambers, Christie Kruger
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In an effort to get the Chronicle mailed by the end of each
7N month, the NEW deadline for submissions is the 15th of each

\l/

month . We cannot guarantee publication of late submissions. E-

7.{ mail articles to: christie.cougar@gmail.com
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Reserve your seats at the annual St. John’s English Tea
on Saturday, May 8 . Get your tickets now and give that
special someone a treat. The food is served in four courses
and we need to know how many people we will be serving.

This makes a great early Mother’s Day present! You will
enjoy the intimate atmosphere of our library and guild rooms
complete with individual table settings, decorations,
personalized service and a variety of traditional and tasty
English Tea delights.

You may choose a noon, 1:30 p.m. or 3 p.m. seating.
Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for children ages 10 and
under. Advance ticket sales began April 25.

Kary Hyre will play light piano music for those waiting for
their seating.

Contact Lenore Kneeshaw, 570-1170, for reservations
and ticket information. She will also be selling tickets after
both services on May 2.

The sacrament of Confirmation will be offered at 11
a.m. on Saturday, May 22, 2010, at St. John’s.
Participation in a confirmation class is required.

Classes will be offered from 9 to 10 a.m. on the
following Sundays: April 25, May 2, May 9 and May 16.
Classes must be completed before confirmation can be
administered.



