SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS

The Story of Kiddie Karrasel

Academy, Inc.

Child Care Center & Preschool

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

Our Mission: To provide quality care and early education to children

six weeks through twelve years of age in a home-like setting. We

are committed to providing a learning environment that meets or

exceeds the highest state and national accreditation standards, nurtures

a professional staff a, recognized individual needs of children and provides

support to their families in partnership with varied community

resources.

Our vision: To seek and build strong partnerships between school

and home, between teachers and families and between children and

their environments for the richest development of our children, their

families, their school and their communities.

Twenty years ago in 1988, as a young mother of two sons, I took a

big chance and opened the first child care center and preschool in our

small town of LeClaire, Iowa. I opened this center with very little

knowledge about early care and education because I felt that quality was

lacking in our child care centers and homes. In addition, I

felt there was a need to provide the highest quality care and education

in a beautiful home-like setting for all children six weeks through age

twelve regardless of race, religion, income or special needs.

Today, twenty years later, Kiddie Karrasel Academy has expanded

to accommodate LeClaire’s growth three times over and has achieved

the highest accreditation possible from the National Association for the

Education of Young Children (NAEYC). We are proud to have earned

the mark of quality from NAEYC and to be recognized for our commitment

to reaching the highest professional standards. NAEYC accreditation

lets families in our community know that children in our program

are getting the best care and early learning experiences possible.

We offer a wide variety of programs to accommodate the flexible

schedules that parents of today so need such as; full time, part time,

school-age, back-up, drop-in care and preschool. We provide quality

care for children ages 6 weeks through age twelve. We have several

community partnerships such as : North Scott, Pleasant Valley and

Bettendorf school districts and offer the Statewide Voluntary Preschool

Program for four year olds, Iowa and Illinois DHS child care assistance

programs, Friendly House child care and preschool scholarships, and

our most recent partnership is with Head Start offering child care services

to children ages 3-5.

Twenty years ago, Kiddie Karrasel Academy opened with only

eight children, one teacher and one director. Today, we have 65 children,

eight educated, experienced teachers and one director. We are

proud to have chosen LeClaire, Iowa as our business home and with our

5,000 square foot facility we have plenty of room to accommodate the

growth of LeClaire and surrounding communities for years to come.
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