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Romans 4
Today we resume our study of the book of Romans.  I want to thank you all for you patience with me over the last few weeks, as Gena and I have travelled to Africa and have taken Sarah to Wake Forest.  Thanks for giving us a few weeks off.  We’ve missed you all and are very happy to be back.

So far, we’ve covered four of the 16 chapter of Romans.  Since its been a while since we’ve been together, lets take a quick review.   We can summarize the first four chapters of Romans into three sections:  The need for justification (Chapters 1-3); the way of justification (Chapter 3 verse 21-28); and an example of justification (Chapter 4).  

In Chapters 1-3, Paul explains the need for justification.  All men and women—Gentiles and Jews alike—have sinned and are in need of a savior.  Gentiles are guilty of ignoring the abundant evidence for God in nature; of living decadent, depraved lives; and of 
“exchang(ing) the truth of God for a lie and worship(ing) and serv(ing) created things rather than the Creator.” 

As a result, Paul says, 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness…

Jews, on the other hand, put their trust in religious ceremony and racial heritage, which cannot save them, because 

12All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. 13For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God's sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous.

Paul concludes this first section by saying in Chapter 3, verses 10-12
There is no one righteous, not even one; 
    11there is no one who understands, 
      no one who seeks God. 
 12All have turned away, 
      they have together become worthless; 
   there is no one who does good, 
      not even one."[c] 

In Chapter 3, verses 21 through 28, Paul presents the way of justification.  He says, 
 21But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement,[i] through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 
This new righteousness is “from God”—it is not man-made or earned in any way—it is “apart from the law”—it does not depend on our obedience—and it “comes by faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe”—it is accessible to everyone who will put their faith in the work of Jesus Christ.  

Then, in Chapter 4, Paul offers an illustration of justification: the life of Abraham.  He says, 
1What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. 3What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”

If Abraham was justified by his works, Paul says, he would have had something to boast about. But, Paul asks, what does the scripture say?  He quotes Genesis 15:6:  
Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness. 
In other words, Abraham was justified in exactly the way that Paul claims that everyone who is justified is justified:  by grace through faith.  Abraham believed God, and God, in an act of grace, credited righteousness to him.  Abraham was not saved by virtue of his circumcision—which occurred many years after he was declared righteous—nor as a result of obeying the law—since the law did not show up until hundreds of years after Abraham was dead.  He was saved by grace through faith—he believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.

OK, let’s move on to Chapter 5.  In the first part of this chapter, Paul is going to present and explain the blessings—the practical benefits—of our salvation.  If thre is a recurrent theme in this section, it is the phrase “through Christ,” which as we will see appears in verses 1, 2, and 11 of this Chapter.  Along with Chapter 8, Chapter 5 is perhaps the sweetest and richest Chapter in Romans.  Let’s dive in:

 1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 
Paul begins, “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ …”  How have we been justified?  By faith.  Not by obedience to the law, not by adherence to religious ceremony, but by faith in Jesus Christ.   What’s the tense here? Past perfect. We “have been justified.”  Technically, in the Greek, it’s the aorist tense, so a better translation would be, “Therefore, having been justified…”  Either way, the idea is that it is a completed, permanent action—something that has been accomplished and cannot be undone.  And notice the passive voice:  our justification isn’t due to anything we have done—it is the result of God’s action, not our own.  We are the beneficiary, but God did the work.

As a result of being justified by faith, we have peace with God.  What does it mean to have peace with God?  Take various answers.  No longer at war.  We were once God’s enemies, but we are now his friends.  Our peace treaty with God has been signed with the blood of Jesus Christ. ALSO, his wrath has been satisfied.  He no longer holds anything against us.  There is no condemnation.  We no longer need to be afraid of his divine anger.  ALSO, we no longer need to strive to satisfy him.  Note, “since we have been justified by faith…” as opposed to “since we are striving to be justified by works.” We have peace with him because there is no more work for us to do to please him.  The word translated peace is derived from a word that means, literally, “to bind together that which has been separated.”  This is not describing a state of mind—The Peace of God—but a description of a relational fact:  that we are at peace with God.  Again, what is the tense?  Past.  We “have peace.”  
Who is the agent of this peace?  Jesus Christ.  He’s like an ambassador or a mediator sent from God to his enemies to settle the dispute between us.  The peace we have received we have received through him: through his love toward us;  through his completed work on the cross; through our faith in him. 
Not only have we obtained peace with God through Christ:  Paul continues, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.”  The word translated “access” can mean “right to enter,” “freedom to enter,” “entrée,” or “introduction”—in slang, the idea is that we have a connection; we know somebody.    This word is used to describe the right to enter into the presence of a king.  Remember our study of Esther? Of how fearful she was of approaching the King unbidden?  Well, if Esther had had the kind of access to Xerxes that Paul is talking about here, she would not have had any fear.  Again, what’s the tense here?  Again, past perfect, “have gained access,” implying a completed action in the past.  
Think about the contrast between the free access we have with the restrictions that ordinary Jews and Gentiles faced in the Temple:  they could never approach the Holy of Holies, the "throne of the King". Only the high priest had access and then only for a relatively briefly, once each year (the Day of Atonement). The Gentile was kept out by a wall in the temple with a warning on it that any Gentile who went beyond would be killed. When Jesus died, He tore the veil and broke down the wall. In Christ, believing Jews and Gentiles have free, direct access to God.
To what have we gained access?  To this grace in which we now stand.  Notice that Paul says, “this grace.”  What do you suppose he means by that?  Take answers.  I think he’s saying, this condition of grace or this state of grace in which we now exist.  Where before we were under law, or under wrath, now we are under grace.  

That word stand” has several interesting implications.  What do you see?  

· It implies finished work.  We aren’t running or working, we’re standing.  

· It implies a new position—a new place for us to stand.  

· It implies security—we’re standing firm.  

· It implies confidence—because we are at peace with God, we aren’t crouching or cowering, but standing.  

If you use an NIV Bible, you’ll see a period after the word “stand” which divides verse 2 into two sentences.  In fact, verse 2 would probably better be translated as one sentence, like this:  “through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand and (through whom) we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”  Paul’s saying that there are two benefits we receive “through Christ:  first, access to the state of grace in which we stand; and second, the hope of the glory of God.  What do you suppose Paul means by, “the hope of the glory of God?”  Take various answers. 

· The promise of seeing God, face to face, in all of his beauty, power, and wonder.  This is what Moses asked God for in Exodus 33 but God was unable to grant to him because “you cannot see my face, for no one may see m and live.”  We are promised in Revelation that “the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be there God.”  
· The promise of God’s glory shared with us.  Numerous verses promise that those who love God and have put their faith in his Son will be glorified at the end of this age.  For example, Colossians 3:4 says, “When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.”  Jesus promised that at his second coming “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” (Mat 13:43)  2 Corinthians 4:17 says, “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.” 
When Paul says, “We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God,” he’s not using the word “hope” the way we normally do, to express a wish or a desire:  “I hope it doesn’t rain this afternoon.”  In the Bible, he word hope is defined as a desire for some future good with the expectation of obtaining it. It is the confident expectation or the confident anticipation of that which has not yet occurred. It is the looking forward to something with a reason for confidence respecting fulfillment.  So, we don’t rejoice because we might see God face to face and share in his glory; we rejoice because we will see God face to face and share in his glory.  The promises God has made—to live with us and to share his glory with us—are as certain as if they had already occurred.  

Paul says we “rejoice” in the hope of the glory of God.  What’s the tense here?  Present tense.  We should be rejoicing today even though the glory we have been promised still lies in the future.  

Not only should we exult in the promise of what is to come, Paul says:  “we also rejoice in our sufferings…”  What?  We’re supposed to rejoice in our sufferings?  Yes.  The NT repeatedly tells us that believers should rejoice when we face hardships.   For example, James 1:2-3 says, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds…”  Likewise, 1 Peter 4:14-15 says, “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. (1 Peter 4:14-15)  Don’t you think this is a hard teaching?  Has anyone reached the place yet where you rejoice in suffering?  Take various answers. 

How do we do this?  What is the key to rejoicing in the midst of suffering?  Take various answers.  Here, Paul says that the secret to rejoicing in suffering is to understand that suffering has a valuable purpose and an important result: it matures us and transforms us.  He says, “we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope.”  We tend to see suffering as a purposeless evil to be avoided; Paul says that we should instead see it as an opportunity to become the people God wants us to be.  When we suffer, he says, we learn to persevere.  What does “perseverance” mean?  Take various answers.  Not giving up.  Endurance.  Determination.  Persistence.  Continuing to move forward against resistance, obstacles, and disappointments.  The Greek word here literally means to “live under” something—in the case of suffering, to live under difficult circumstances.  How does suffering teach us perseverance?  Take various answers.  Often, we can’t get relief no matter what we do.  So we really have no choise but to endure, to live with, whatever hardship we are facing.  And, as we do that, day by day, we are learning how to persevere.  The next time we encounter hardship, we’ll know that we can endure more than we would have previously thought.  
Next, Paul says, perseverance leads to character.  First, what is character?  Take various answers.  Integrity.  Morality.  Quiet confidence.  Reliability.  Maturity.  The Greek word here means “something that has been tested or approved.”  It was used of coins that were found to be of official size, weight, and composition—not counterfeit or shaved down.  How does perseverance lead to character?  Take various answers.  As we endure hardship—persevering in the face of trouble—we are refined like metal in a fire.  When you test metal in a fire, it comes out on the other side pure, authentic, genuine, and proven.  When we go through tribulation, our faith is tested under the load of our difficult circumstances, and the result is a person who is pure, authentic, genuine, and proven.  The truth is that suffering actually brings us closer to our Lord and makes us more like Him. Suffering builds Christ-like character, a character that has been tested and received God's certificate of authenticity.

Last, Paul says, character produces hope.  How does that work?   Take various answers.
· As we are refined by the first of hardship, as we persevere in the face of trouble, the truth of God’s promises becomes more real and more personal to us.  We experience the reality of his promises that “I will never leave you or forsake you” and “nothing can separate you from my love.”  Seeing that, our confidence in God grows; we come to trust him better; we become more certain of the reliability of his promises.  And thus our hope—our confident expectation of good things to come—grows. 

· Second, as we are tested by fire, as we endure hardship, our faith is proven genuine (1 Peter 1:6-7), our confidence in our own faith and our qualification to participate in the promises of God increases, and we become ever more confident that God’s promises really are promises to us.  We know beyond doubt that your faith is genuine for it has been tested and has stood the test with perseverance. 
· As we are required in difficult circumstances to trust in God more and more and in ourselves less and less, our hope is shifted from hop in ourselves—I can do this—to hope in God and his power and promises.  

· As we endure hardship, we see ourselves growing and maturing.   We experience the growth of our character.  We thus know that God is at work in us, keeping his promise to transform us into the likeness of his son.  And thus our confidence—our hope—grows that he will in fact complete the good work he has begun in us. 

Last, Paul says, “5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”  This seems a little awkward—we understand that hope placed in God will not disappoint us, because he will certainly accomplish everything he has set about to do.  But what’s the connection between “hope does not disappoint us” and “because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us?”  Take various answers.  I think what Paul is saying here is that we can be certain in our hope because of what we have already seen God do:  Pour out his love into us through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  It’s a bit like what Paul will say a little alter on in Chapter 8:
31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?
If God has willing done for us everything that he has done for us—demonstrating his love for us by sending his Son to be a sacrifice for our sins, and sending the Holy Spirt into our hearts—then what possible reason could we have to belveie that he will not keep his remaining promises to us?  Seeing what God has already done, then, gives us confidence about what he has yet to do.
To wrap up, would anyone be willing to testify for us about the reality of what Paul says here?  Would anyone be willing to share how hardship has produced perseverance, perseverance character, and character hope?  Anyone who has experienced this progression in their life first-hand?  Take various answers.

OK, that’s enough for this week.  Next week, Lord willing, we’ll pick up with verse 6.
