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Romans 5
Today we continue our study of the book of Romans. We’re in Chapter5, which begins like this:
 1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 
Last week, we talked about what it means to have peace with God: We’re no longer at war.  We were once God’s enemies, but we are now his friends.  Our peace treaty with God has been signed with the blood of Jesus Christ. ALSO, his wrath has been satisfied.  He no longer holds anything against us.  There is no condemnation.  We no longer need to be afraid of his divine anger.  ALSO, we no longer need to strive to satisfy him.  
We also talked about what Paul means when he talks about “the hope of the glory of God?”  For one thing, he’s talking about the promise of seeing God, face to face, in all of his beauty, power, and wonder.  But he’s also reminding us about God’s promise to glorify us.  Recall also that when Paul says, “We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God,” he’s not using the word “hope” the way we normally do, to express a wish or a desire:  “I hope it doesn’t rain this afternoon.”  In the Bible, he word hope expresses the confident expectation or anticipation of that which has not yet occurred. So, we don’t rejoice because we might see God face to face and share in his glory; we rejoice because we will see God face to face and share in his glory.  The promises God has made—to live with us and to share his glory with us—are as certain as if they had already occurred.  
Paul says we “rejoice” in the hope of the glory of God.  But not only that:  he says “we also rejoice in our sufferings…”  How do we do this?  What is the key to rejoicing in the midst of suffering?  Here, Paul says that the secret to rejoicing in suffering is to understand that suffering has a valuable purpose and an important result: it matures us and transforms us.  We tend to see suffering as a purposeless evil to be avoided; Paul says that we should instead see it as an opportunity to become the people God wants us to be.  

Paul says, “we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope.”  We gain perseverance—endurance, determination, persistence—as we walk by faith, day by day, through tough times. As we persevere through hardship we are refined like metal in a fire, and thus we develop character—tested, proven authentic, genuine virtue.  Last, Paul says, character produces hope.  How does that work?   Take various answers.
· As we are refined by the first of hardship, as we persevere in the face of trouble, the truth of God’s promises becomes more real and more personal to us.  We experience the reality of his promises that “I will never leave you or forsake you” and “nothing can separate you from my love.”  Seeing that, our confidence in God grows; we come to trust him better; we become more certain of the reliability of his promises.  And thus our hope—our confident expectation of good things to come—grows. 

· Second, as we are tested by fire, as we endure hardship, our faith is proven genuine (1 Peter 1:6-7), our confidence in our own faith and our qualification to participate in the promises of God increases, and we become ever more confident that God’s promises really are promises to us.  We know beyond doubt that your faith is genuine for it has been tested and has stood the test with perseverance. 

· As we are required in difficult circumstances to trust in God more and more and in ourselves less and less, our hope is shifted from hop in ourselves—I can do this—to hope in God and his power and promises.  

· As we endure hardship, we see ourselves growing and maturing.   We experience the growth of our character.  We thus know that God is at work in us, keeping his promise to transform us into the likeness of his son.  And thus our confidence—our hope—grows that he will in fact complete the good work he has begun in us. 

Last week, Tony shared with us how the ordeal he and Lisa went through with the death of their son matured them and prepared them to be more effective witnesses to Tony’s family.   Would anyone else be willing to share how hardship has produced perseverance, perseverance character, and character hope?  Anyone who has experienced this progression in their life first-hand?  Take various answers.

Last, Paul says, “5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”  This seems a little awkward—we understand that hope placed in God will not disappoint us, because he will certainly accomplish everything he has set about to do.  But what’s the connection between “hope does not disappoint us” and “because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us?”  Take various answers.  I think what Paul is saying here is that we can be certain in our hope because of what we have already seen God do:  Pour out his love into us through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

Notice that the Spirit has two connections with God’s love.  First, the gift of the Spirit is a demonstration of God’s love for us.  God the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in our hearts, teaching us, guiding us, comforting us, empowering us, enabling us, encouraging us, giving us joy and hope.  What an incredible expression of love that God has gladly taken up residence in our hearts.  The king of all the universe has left his palace in heaven and has come to live in the filthy shacks of our hearts.  It’s as if you gladly left your warm, clean house in Louisville to move into a tarpaper shack in Eastern Kentucky or a hut in a tiny African village.  You’d only do that if you really loved the person who lived there and could not stand to be apart from him!
Second, Paul says, “God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit.”  It is the indwelling Spirit which makes God’s love real in our lives, enabling us to love him and our brothers and sisters as we should.  What is the fruit of the Spirit?  Love!
In verse 6, Paul continues to point out what God has already done for us.  He says:

 6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
In these verses, Paul tells us three things that were true about us before Christ died for us.  What do you see?  We were powerless, ungodly, sinners.  The word translated “powerless” can also be translated as “helpless,” “feeble,” “weak,” or even “sick.” What does he mean when he says we were powerless?  Powerless to do what?  Take various answers.  Unable to save ourselves.  Unable to restrain and resist our sinful impulses.  Unable to do anything to make ourselves right with God.  Unable to understand spiritual things (1 Corinthians 2:14)  Unable to seek God. (Romans 3:11)  You know, the longer I live, the more I see the truth of this.  I am really powerless to overcome sin in my life.  Without a Savior, I would be hopeless, unable to save myself.  What does “ungodly” suggest to you?  Take various answers.  Opposed to God.  Disobedient.  Wicked.  Recall what Paul said back in Chapter 1 verse 18: “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness…”  It is exactly this condition we were in when God stepped in to save us.  And how about sinners?  Take various answers.  We did bad things:  we were liars, adulterers, thieves, murderers, and so on.  But, more than that, we were sinful, rebellious, and disobedient in the core of our beings.  Our identity was that of sinners.  Remember what we’ve said in here before:  We aren’t so much sinners because we sin; we sin because we are sinners.   Our condition before God saved us was not just that of criminals guilty of innumerable counts of disobedience to God’s law; it was that of rebels who were dedicated to disobey him in every way we could imagine.  This is the condition Paul describes in Romans 1:28-32:
28Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 29They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

What does Paul say happened when we were in this condition?  Christ died for us.  Notice that he says it twice, first in verse 6—“when we were powerless, Christ died for us”—and again in verse 8—“while we were sinners, Christ died for us.”  What do we always say when we run across this kind of repetition in the Bible? Does Paul repeat himself here accidentally?  No.  So why does he repeat?  When we see this kind of repetition in the scriptures, what does it nearly always mean?  He repeats for emphasis.  He wants us to remember that Christ has died for us, and he wants us to see how remarkable it is that Christ would die for us.  To make that second point, Paul points out in verse 7 how rare it is for someone to die for someone else.  He says, “7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.” Do you agree with this? Is it rare for someone to be willing to die for someone else?  Take various answers.  According to Jesus, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends…” What’s the best evidence of how unusual this is?  Take various answers.  When it happens, we regard the person who sacrifices himself for the other as a hero.  Can you think of examples of people who have done this?  Take various answers.  The friendship of David and Jonathon in the Bible.  The best example I could think of this kind of sacrifice is the story of Arland Williams.  Here it is:
On January 13, 1982 Air Florida Flight 90 crashed and plunged into the icy waters of the Potomac River. Most of the passengers sank into the icy river. Only the broken off tail section remained afloat. Four people--two men and two women--clung to the jagged metal. Another man was treading water nearby. Soon another woman burst out of the water and she joined the others. 

Treading water, these five dazed survivors, held on. Some had broken arms, others broken legs. The lungs of two had been collapsed by the impact of the crash. The roar of the U.S. Park Police helicopter was heard about 15 or 20 minutes after the crash. The helicopter crew first dropped a lifeline to Bert Hamilton who was treading water about 10 feet from the tail. He took it and was carried a hundred yards to the Virginia shore. The helicopter crew returned and aimed the line at a balding man named Arland Williams. He caught it, but instead of wrapping it around himself, he passed the line to flight attendant Kelly Duncan. She took the line and held tight as she was carried safely to shore. 

Again the helicopter returned. Again they aimed the line at Williams. Once more he caught it and again he passed it on, this time to Joe Stiley the most severely injured survivor. He slipped it around himself and then grabbed Priscilla Tirado who clung to him. Just before the helicopter moved off, Patricia Felch grabbed a second life line. Exhausted, in shock and pain, Stiley felt his hold on Priscilla slipping, and Patricia could feel herself losing her grip on her lifeline. As the chopper carried them toward shore, the women fell back into the icy water. The chopper returned to drop a line to Priscilla Tirado as she struggled to stay afloat. She caught it but her strength was gone. She was about to go under when a courageous onlooker, Lenny Skutnik, plunged into the freezing river to bring her to shore. The helicopter came in low over Patricia Felch, almost touching the ice. Gene Windsor clutched the barely conscious woman and held on to her as she was carried to safety. 

It was now 29 minutes since the crash, 10 minutes since the helicopter's first trip--and William's turn had come at last. The chopper turned once more toward the sinking tail, its two-man crew eager to meet that man in the water. They strained for signs of the hero who had saved two lives, but the balding man was gone. Later, telling his wife about it, Officer Gene Windsor wept. 
"He could have gone on the first trip," pilot Usher said, "but he put everyone else ahead of himself. Everyone." 
So, Paul acknowledges, it is rare, but not unknown, for someone to sacrifice his life for someone else.  But, to make the point about how amazing it was that Christ was willing to die for us, Paul draws a contrast.  He points out that, while “for a good man someone might possibly dare to die,” we were not good men:  we were powerless, ungodly sinners. Paul’s point?  Although someone might be willing to die for a righteous man, no one would willingly die for wretched, ungodly sinners like us.    And so, Paul says, Christ’s willing death for us is a powerful demonstration—maybe the most powerful demonstration—of God’s love for us.   
Do you think about this very often?  When you are struggling—when things are tough, when everything seems to be going against you, when you are struggling against sin, when you come to face to face with your failures—there is one thing you can know for certain:  the God who made the universe and who made you loves you so much that he willingly, gladly, gave his son—the most precious thing he could give—to be the sacrifice you needed for your sins. If he was willing to do that, is there anything he won’t gladly do for you?  A little later on in Romans, Paul’s going to drive this point home:

31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?
If God has willing done for us everything that he has done for us—demonstrating his love for us by sending his Son to be a sacrifice for our sins, and sending the Holy Spirit into our hearts—then what possible reason could we have to believe that he will not keep his remaining promises to us?  Seeing what God has already done, then, gives us confidence about what he has yet to do.  

Further, the truth that we were unworthy of the gift is s source of great confidence and security.  When Christ died for us, there was nothing in us worthy of that sacrifice.  He did not die for us because of anything that was true about us but only as an expression of his love toward us. We didn’t deserve the gift he gave us, but he gladly gave it to us anyway.   And so, there is nothing we can do to lose the gift—it doesn’t depend on us:  We were unworthy when we received the gift, and we’re still unworthy today, but it doesn’t matter, because it’s not about us but about his love for us.

There’s one more thing to point our about verse 6.  Paul says, “You see, at just the right time… Christ died for the ungodly.  Let’s think a bit about this idea of “at just the right time.”  When you read, “at just the right time…” what comes to you mind?  Take various answers.  The word translated “right time” is the Greek work kairos, which can mean time, period, point in time, or period of time, frequently with the implication of being especially fit for something. It means a moment or period as especially appropriate the right, proper, favorable time.  It can refer to the time when things are brought to crisis, a decisive moment, or a strategic point in time. 
· One idea here is that the atoning sacrifice of God's Son was accomplished in God’s perfect timing, at exactly the moment he had chosen, at the divinely appointed time.  The Gospels repeatedly allude to events happening at just the appointed time:

· “Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.’” (Matthew 26:45)

· “He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his time had not yet come.” (John 8:20)

·  “After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: ‘Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.’” (John 17:1)

· Another idea is that the sacrifice happened at the right moment in history, when the world was prepared spiritually, economically, linguistically, politically, philosophically and geographically for the coming of Jesus and the spread of the Gospel.  Galatians 4:4 says, “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law…”  Who knows all the reasons that this was “just the right time,” but we can speculate.  Any thoughts?  Take various answers.  Greek language.  Pax Romana.  Roman roads.  
· Another idea it that the sacrifice was not an afterthought but was the manner in which God had determined, from eternity past, that He would deal with man's sin.  Before the creation of the world, God set his plan for redemption in place, defining at that point in pre-history the exact moment when sin would be defeated by the death of his Son. 

· Instead of referring to a specific point in time, Paul could be thinking about the sacrifice of Christ as being the decisive moment in world history, when God would break in to destroy sin and death and set the world on the path to redemption.  In this view, verse 6 would say, “You see, at the decisive moment, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly…”
Whatever the exact meaning, Paul makes it clear that the sacrifice of Christ was not an accident or an afterthought, but an event planned and orchestrated by the Father to save us when we could not save ourselves.  And doesn’t that fill you with joy?  

OK, that’s plenty for today.  Next week, we’ll move on to verse 9.
