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Romans 5
Today we continue our study of the book of Romans. We’re in Chapter5, which begins like this:
 1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 
 6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
In verses 5, 6, 7, and 8, Paul is making the point that we can be certain in our hope because of what we have already seen God do.  First, in verse 5, Paul reminds us that God has given us the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Then, in verses 6, 7, and 8, Paul reminds us of the amazing thing that Christ has done for us:  when we were powerless, ungodly sinners, Christ willingly gave his life for us.  To help us understand how remarkable it is that Christ would die for us, Paul points out in verse 7 how rare it is for someone to die for someone else. Sometimes, he argues, someone might be willing to die for a righteous man—but no one would willingly die for wretched, ungodly sinners like us.    And so, Paul says, Christ’s willing death for us is a powerful demonstration—maybe the most powerful demonstration—of God’s love for us.   
OK, let’s move on to verses 9, 10, and 11.

9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 10For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

In these verses, Paul continues to expound on the love of God.  In the previous paragraph, he explained God’s willingness to redeem us by offering his son as a sacrifice for our sins when we were hopeless;  this week, he considers God’s determination to never give up on us until his work in us is complete.  There are several phrases that are repeated in these verses.  What do you see?  Though Him.  How much more.  Saved.  Let’s look at these one by one.

Twice in these verses he uses the phrase, “how much more…”  In verse 9 he says, “Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him.”  In verse 10 he says, “if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!”  In both cases, the phrase “how much more” is used to express certainty.  Paul’s saying, since God has already done so much—since he has already justified us by the blood of Christ, and since, when we were his enemies, he reconciled us to him by the death of his son—then He can be trusted to do what yet needs to be done.  What has been done assures what is still to be accomplished.  The past guarantees the future.  These are both examples of arguments from the great to the lesser:  If Christ was willing to die in order to bring men into a right relation with God (the greater), how much easier it will be for him to save us from God’s wrath on the final day of judgment (the lesser)?  If God was willing to reconcile us to him by the death of his son (the greater) how much more can we be certain that he will save us by his life (the lesser)?  Paul will use this same construction again a little later in the Chapter, in verses 15 and 17, to the same effect.
But, you may ask, why does Paul talk about being saved in the future tense in these verses?  Aren’t we already saved?  Isn’t being “justified” and “reconciled” the same thing as being “saved?”  How can it be that we still need to be saved if we have already been “made right” with God?  Take various answers.  In these verses, when Paul talks about being saved, he isn’t talking about salvation.  Instead, he uses the word two mean two different things.  

First, in verse 9, Paul is looking ahead to the judgment day, when God’s wrath will be poured out against sin and sinners.  The Bible makes it plain that God will one day pour out the full measure of his wrath on the sinful unbelieving world.  Revelation 20:15 says that on that day the unrepentant will be cast into the"lake of fire." Revelation 14:10 describes it like this: They will "be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever." It is like fire. It is torment. It is forever and ever with no end.  This is what the coming wrath of God will be like.  And, Paul says, Christ will save us from this coming wrath.  How can we be sure?  Paul argues like this:  If Christ was willing to pour out his blood for us when we were sinners, ungodly, God’s enemies, can’t we be certain that he will not abandon us on the day of wrath?  If God was willing to show us such abundant, amazing grace when still his enemies, can’t we be certain that, now that we have been reconciled to him, he will pour out his grace on us on that day to come?  If Christ died to save you when you were His enemy, how much more will He do for us now that you are His friend? If God loved us when we were sinners, how much more will He shower His love upon us now that we are His children?
So one meaning of “saved” in these verses refers to being rescued from God’s wrath.  The second meaning of “saved” here refers to sanctification:  the process by which we are transformed from powerless, ungodly sinners into the image of Christ.  That process is accomplished by the presence of Christ in our hearts in the person of the Holy Spirit.   As Paul says in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  It is the life of Christ, living in us and through us, that has the power to transform us from what we were into what God made us to be.  The process takes place incrementally, day by day, and will ultimately be completed at the return of Christ, as Paul says in Colossians 3:4-5: “3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”  To state it another way, we have been delivered from sin's penalty; we are being delivered from sin's power; and we will ultimately be delivered from sin's presence. 

According to Paul, we can be certain that God will complete this process.  Why?  Because, if when we were God's enemies, he sent his son to die for us, why would he give up on us now?  If he was willing to do that for us while we were alienated from him, why would he abandon us now that we’re his friends?   If God purchased our reconciliation at so dear a price of the blood of His only begotten Son, will He ever let us go? Paul makes this promise clear in Philippians 1:6:  “I am confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
Let’s go back a notice a couple of things in these verses.  First, notice that word enemies.  Paul tells us that “when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son.”  The word translated “enemies” is from a root that means “hatred” or “hostility.”  In the active sense it means to be hateful, hostile toward, at enmity with or adversary of someone. In the passive sense it pertains to being subjected to hostility, to be hated or to be regarded as an enemy.  In scripture, this same Greek word is often used to describe Satan—the enemy.  
When Paul says “we were God’s enemies,” I think he’s implying a couple of different things.  What do you think?  First, we were hostile to God.  We were in rebellion against him.  We were actively opposed to him.  It the condition Paul describes in Romans 8:6-7:

The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. 
And in Colossians 1:21

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of[a] your evil behavior.

In addition, though, it is clear that God regarded us as his enemies.  We were rebels, terrorists against God, and we were under judgment, condemned for our acts of disobedience and rebellion.  God was not just annoyed at us—he was opposed to us and was preparing to pour our wrath on us.  When we were in that situation—still in active rebellions and still under condemnation as rebels—God sent his Son to make peace with us.  Christ became a peace treaty for us—a treaty executed by his blood which was poured out for us.   
Also, notice that word “reconciled” in verse 10.  This is the first time we’ve seen this word in Romans.  The word translated “reconcile” means to exchange one thing for another and was used for example to describe the exchange of coins for others of equal value—to make change.  Its meaning evolved over time to mean to reconcile. The Greeks spoke of people in opposition to each other being “reconciled” or being made friends again. When people change from being at enmity with each other to being at peace, they are said to be reconciled. In the NT, reconciliation is a divine provision by which God’s holy displeasure against alienated sinners is appeased, His hostility against them removed, and a harmonious relationship between Him and them established.  Reconciliation occurs because God was graciously willing to design a way to pay the price for all the sins of those who are His.

Also, do you notice all the passive voice in verses 9 and 10?  I’m going to read them again and you look for them:

9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 10For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 

Five times in two verses Paul uses passive voice to describe these things that have occurred.  Why does he use passive voice?  Take various answers.  To make it clear that it was not us, but God, who has done these things.  God justified us; He shall save us.  God reconciled us to himself; he will save us.  It is God who is the actor.  Further, let’s count the number of times the phrase “through Christ” or “through him” appears in these two verses.  
9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 10For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 

Three times in two verses Paul uses the phrase “through him.”  What’s the point?  To make it clear that Christ is the agent of God’s work:  his reconciliation, his justification, his salvation.  We have gained these things through the work of Christ.  Everything that has been accomplished for us has been accomplished through Christ. 

So what’s our role in all of this?  Take various answers.  We’re simply the beneficiaries.  We don’t do anything but receive these gifts of God, though Christ.  How does that make you feel?  Take various answers.  It makes me feel very secure.  No part of this is up to me:  not the initial justification and reconciliation, and not the eventual salvation.  Since it isn’t up to me, I can’t blow it.  All that I can do—all that I have to do—is put my trust in God and Christ to do what they have promised to do.
Let’s take a look at verse 11:

Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

When Paul says, “Not only is this so,” what is he referring to?  Not only is WHAT so?  Take various answers.  This is the third time in Chapter 5 that Paul has indicated that we rejoice.  First, in verse 2, he tells us that we “rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” Then in verse 3, he says, “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings…”  Now in verse 11, he says, “Not only so, but we rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”  Notice the difference in time:  the first cause of rejoicing, the hope of the glory of God, lies in the future; the second, our sufferings, are in the present; and the third, our reconciliation, is in the past.   Paul is saying in so many words, Rejoice!, for our reconciliation has been accomplished (past), God is now molding and shaping us through tribulations (present) and our glorification is yet to come (future).
Take a close look at verse 11.  Who is the actor in this verse, and who is the beneficiary of the action?  Here, we are the ones acting and God is the beneficiary.  We rejoice, and God receives our rejoicing.   And who is the agent of the action?  It is Christ.  We rejoice in God “through the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Chris is the true mediator between God and man.  He is the agent through who God has poured out his blessing on us, and he is the agent of our praise and worship to him.  

Paul says we should rejoice in God:  not in what he has done, or in what he will do, but simply in him:  His existence; His perfection; His holiness; His justice, mercy, truth, and love. The Christian rejoices that God exists and that He is as He is.  This kind of rejoicing is the highest of human activities:  it is, in fact, the primary thing we were created to do.  And yet, as I was thinking about this, I had to admit that I do this pretty poorly.  I am likely to rejoice over my circumstances (when they are good!) and I may rejoice in the hope of glory, but rarely do I simply rejoice in God.  Is that true for you as well?  Why is that so?  Why is it difficult for us to rejoice in God?  Take various answers.  I think the main problem is that we still have a rebel’s view of God.  We see him as a cosmic killjoy who is intent on imposing his will on us and keeping us from doing the things we want to do.  So instead of loving him and rejoicing in him, we resist him.  How do we escape from that?  I think the secret is that we have to fall in love with God.  And the way we do that is to come to see how much he loves us—seeing how much he loves us is the key to causing us to love him.  How much does he love us?  Paul tells us right here:

8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
How could we not love someone who loves us like that?  How could such perfect love not cause us to rejoice—especially when we realize that we are the object of that love.  

Death Through Adam, Life Through Christ 

 12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned— 13for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. 

 15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

 18Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 

 20The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

For Chapter 5

Wuest writes that 
"The word parabasis when used of human conduct, indicates a violation of the rights of others, or of limitations imposed upon one. This word Paul uses (in Gal3:19 where Paul writes " Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions (parabasis) , having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed should come to whom the promise had been made")  to indicate the purpose of the giving of the law. Before the law was given by Moses to Israel, the wrong doing of man was recognized as hamartia, sin, a deviation from the course of right conduct. But when the law was given, sin was seen to be, not merely the following of evil impulses, but the violation of explicit law. Thus, the exceeding sinfulness of sin was recognized by the human race, which otherwise might not have been evident. The law therefore was not given because of the existence of transgressions, but to show hamartia (sin) in its true light, an overstepping of what is right into the realm of what is wrong. This revelation of the true nature of sin, would cause man to fear God’s wrath, which in turn would give strength to the weakness of man’s moral sense and thus educate his conscience and make it more sensitive to sin. The particular phase of the Mosaic law here as well as throughout all of the Galatian letter is the purely mandatory statues of “Thou shalt,“ and “Thou shalt not.“ The law was given therefore to set the stamp of positive transgression upon already existing sin. It was not to give the knowledge of sin as sin, but to show that it was a violation of God’s commandments." (Wuest, K. S. Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament: Studies in the Vocabulary of the Greek New Testament: Grand Rapids: Eerdmans) 
Piper writes 
"In other words, before the Law came in (430 years after the promise to Abraham, Gal 3:17), all kinds of sinful attitudes and actions might go "unnoticed" because there was no specific commandment that was violated. But when the Law comes in, the knowledge of sin explodes (Ro :20). What was lying dead, as it were, is brought to light as a specific violation or transgression of an explicit command. So, for example, before the Law was given, teenagers may have bad-mouthed their mothers and fathers when they got together. There may have been some vague uneasiness about this. But then came the Law in Ex 20:12, "Honor your father and your mother." Now every disrespectful word is a specific violation of an explicit commandment. And not only is sin exposed more clearly; it increases...through the Law, that is the commandments, the dormant sin in our lives is not only exposed but stirred up and made exceedingly sinful. Commandments make us kick all the harder, and show how bad we really are." (See full sermon text Inheriting the World Depends on Faith, Not Law) 

MacDonald: 
"Transgression means the violation of a known law. Paul does not say that where there is no law, there is no sin. An act can be inherently wrong even if there is no law against it. But it becomes transgression when a sign goes up saying “Speed Limit 20 MPH.” The Jews thought they inherited blessing through having the law, but all they inherited was transgression. God gave the law so that sin might be seen as transgression, or to put it another way, so that sin might be seen in all its sinfulness. He never intended it to be the way of salvation for sinful transgressors! " (MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. Believer's Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. Nashville: Thomas Nelson)

he Spirit is God’s seal—his promise—guaranteeing our inheritance until Christ returns and our journey here is completed.  

