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Romans 5
Today we continue our study of the book of Romans. We’re in Chapter5, which begins like this:
 1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 
 6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 10For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

In these verses, Paul reminds us of the amazing things that God has done for us.  What are some of the things he point s out?  

· When we were powerless, ungodly sinners—God’s enemies—God sent his Son to be a sacrifice of atonement for our sins.  

· As a result of that sacrifice, we have been justified and reconciled, and we have peace with God.
· He has poured out his love into our hearts through the presence of the Holy Spirit.
· He has given us hope of glory to come.
· He is at work in us, teaching us perseverance, building our character, and confirming our hope.
Why does Paul enumerate all of these blessings?  What’s his point?
· To remind us how much God loves us.  

· To give us confidence that God will be faithful to keep his promises to us—if he has done all of these things for us, “how much more” can we be confident that he will save us, sanctify us, and glorify us 

· To lead us to rejoice.  To rejoice in what?  In our hope of things to come; in our circumstances;  and in Him.
In verse 11, Paul says we should rejoice in God:  not in what he has done, or in what he will do, but simply in him:  His existence; His perfection; His holiness; His justice, mercy, truth, and love. Christians rejoice that God exists and that He is as He is.  This kind of rejoicing is the highest of human activities:  it is, in fact, the primary thing we were created to do.  And yet, as I was thinking about this, I had to admit that I do this pretty poorly.  I am likely to rejoice over my circumstances (when they are good!) and I may rejoice in the hope of glory, but rarely do I simply rejoice in God.  Is that true for you as well?  Why is that so?  Why is it difficult for us to rejoice in God?  Take various answers.  I think the main problem is that we still have a rebel’s view of God.  We see him as a cosmic killjoy who is intent on imposing his will on us and keeping us from doing the things we want to do.  So instead of loving him and rejoicing in him, we resist him.  How do we escape from that?  I think the secret is that we have to fall in love with God.  And the way we do that is to come to see how much he loves us—seeing how much he loves us is the key to enabling us to love him.  How much does he love us?  Paul tells us right here:

8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
How could we not love someone who loves us like that?  How could such perfect love not cause us to rejoice—especially when we realize that we are the object of that love?  

OK, let’s move on to verses 12 through 21.   In these verses, Paul is going to compare and contrast the two most significant men who have ever lived:  Adam, the first man, and Christ, the new man.  If you have an NIV Bible, this whole section has the title, “Death through Adam, Life through Christ,” which is derived directly from verse 17 and which serves as a pretty good synopsis of this entire section. Let’s read these verses together:

12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned—13for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. 
15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
18Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 
20The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
OK, where does Paul begin?  With Adam—although he doesn’t mention him by name—and with Adam’s sin.  What does Paul say was the consequence of Adam’s sin?  Sin entered the world.  Death came to all men.  What was the scope of the impact of Adam’s action?  It was universal—it brought death to all men.  
The idea that Adam’s sin brought death to all men is pretty challenging.  First, we should ask, why is it true that death is a consequence of sin?  Take various answers.  The short answer is, “Because God says so.”  In the garden, God said, “you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  In Deuteronomy 30 he says,

15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16 For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 

17 But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. 

In Romans 6:23 he says, “For the wages of sin is death.”  Its God’s world, we’re playing by his rules, and he has decided that sin—rebellion against his law, disobedience to his commands, rejection of his authority—is punishable by death.  

But here’s another tough question we should ask:  Why should Adam’s sin bring death to all men? Why is that fair?  Why should we bear the consequences of his sin?  Take various answers.  This question has both very simple and very complex answers.  The simple answer is that, because we are Adam’s descendants, we have inherited his sin nature, and that as a result we all sin and thus we all deserve death, God’s punishment for sin.  Paul says as much at the very end of verse 12, where he says, “because all sinned.” Anyone want to disagree with that?  Anyone here who does not think he or she is a sinner—that he or she has personally sinned—and that he or she is thus deserving the penalty for sin?   But we aren’t just subject to the penalty for sin because we are all sinners.  In a more mysterious way, Adam’s sin brought judgment on the entire race, independent of the truth that each member of the race has also sinned.  In verse 18, Paul says, “just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men…”  How does that work?  
Well, one way to think about it is that because the entire race was in Adam at the time of his sin, we are all guilty of that sin and condemned to suffer its consequences.   While this concept is pretty remote to Western thinking, we see it in other places in the scripture.  For example, in Hebrews 7:4-10 we read this about the great king Melchezidek:
 4Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder! 5Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people—that is, their brothers—even though their brothers are descended from Abraham. 6This man, however, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises…  One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, 10because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor.

Another way to think about it is to think of Adam as a kind of representative, or ambassador, of the entire human race.  Just as an ambassador has the power to sign a treaty that binds his country and his countrymen, so Adam had the power to bind us, either to life or to death.  When he sinned, he sinned as the representative of all men, and so all men are guilty of that sin and subject to punishment for it—independent of their own sinfulness.  
Still another way is to consider Adam’s condition after his sin:  he was spiritually dead.  A dead man cannot pass along life—only a living man can do that.  Because, as a spiritually dead man, Adam lacked spiritual life himself, he could not pass along spiritual life to us.  So we—all of us born from Adam and Eve—have all been born dead. 
You can also think about this in terms of inheritance.  Who we are is in large part determined by what we have inherited from our parents.  If they were short, we’re likely to be short.  If they were smart, we’re likely to be smart.  In the same way, we have inherited our nature from our father Adam.  He was a sinner, and we’ve inherited his sinful nature, which leads us to sin but also brings us under condemnation.   
Now, to try to simplify what Paul is saying here, we’re going to jump over verses 13 and 14 and pick up with verse 15 (we’ll come back and get these verses a little later). In these next verses, Paul says, 

15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
Now we begin to see the contrast Paul is making between Adam and Christ.  He begins by saying that “the gift is not like the trespass.”  What is the trespass?  Adam’s sin.  What is the gift?  Justification by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  Paul says that the gift is “not like” the trespass.  How so?  Take various answers.  This is a little tricky, because in fact although Paul says that the gift and the trespass are not alike, he actually points out one way that they are alike:  the both affect many people.  Adam’s sin—the trespass—had terrible consequences, bringing death to many.  Christ’s grace—the gift—had wonderful consequences, also affecting many.  Do you notice the phrase, “how much more” there in verse 15?  By using that phrase, Paul is pointing out that the benefits of the gift far exceed the consequences of the trespass.  

In verse 16, Paul repeats his argument for emphasis:  the gift of God is not like the result of one man’s sin.  How so?  One sin brought judgment and condemnation, but one gift brought justification.  Notice the contrast Paul draws here:  Just one sin was enough to bring judgment on the entire race; but Christ’s gift, which “follows many trespasses,” is sufficient not only to atone for the original sin but all of the countless others that have been committed since that first one as well.  
In verse 17, Paul continues to build the contrast, saying, “For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.”  As in verse 15, he’s making a contrast here but also pointing out similarities.  What are the similarities?  Both the trespass and the act of grace were the work of one man:  the trespass, the man Adam; the gift, the man Jesus Christ.  Both the trepass and the gift result in a reign:  the trespass, in the reign of death; the gift, in the reign of life.  Notice how Paul uses parallel language to reinforce these similarities:  he says that “death reigned through that one man” but that, “those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.”  What’s the contrast? The consequence of Adam’s sin was that “death reigned” over the entire human race; but the consequence of Christ’s act of grace was life of those who receive the gift.  Notice again that Paul says, “How much more,” to emphasize that the consequences of the gift are far more significant than the consequences of the trespass.  In other words, it’s not just that the gift was good and the trespass was bad—although that is true—but that the “goodness” of the gift is far more good than the badness of the trespass is bad.  The trespass brought death to many, but the gift has brought justification, reconciliation, righteousness, peace, resurrection, the hope of glory, and eternal life.  Think about it like this:  do you recall the idea of absolute values from grade school?  What’s the absolute value of 5?  5.  What’s the absolute value of -10?  10.  Paul’s saying here that the “absolute value” of the negative thing that Adam did is far less than the absolute value of the positive thing that Christ has done.   
In verses 18 and 19, Paul continues with his argument, stating explicitly what he’s be hinting at in verse 15, 16, and 17:
18Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 
In verse 18, Paul contrasts two actions.  What are the two actions?  One trespass.  One “act of righteousness.”  What is the result of the trespass?  Condemnation for all men.  What was the result of the “act of righteousness?”  Justification for all men.  What follows condemnation?  Death.  What follows justification?  Life.  

When Paul says in verse 18, “so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men,” is he making an argument for universal salvation?  No.  How do you know?  He just said, back in verse 17, “How much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.”  Justification is a gift, but like any gift, it must be received.  Those who receive God’s gift of grace will have life; those who do not receive it remain in condemnation.  By saying “all men” in verse 18, Paul isn’t arguing for universalism —he’s just economizing, not needlessly repeating what he just said in verse 17.  The qualifying words” who believe” at the end of verse 18 are implied by what has come before in the book.
In verse 19, Paul says the same thing again in a different way. Once again, there are two acts.  What are acts?  One man’s act of disobedience.  One man’s act of obedience.  What was the result of the act of disobedience?  Many were made sinners.  What was the result of the act of obedience?  Many will be made righteous.  When Paul says, “will be made righteous” is he implying that our salvation is not complete—that something remains to be done?  No.  He’s likely talking here about sanctification, the process by which God works in us to make real the righteousness that has already been imputed to us.  That work is underway in every believer, but it will not be completed until that day, when we will be finally transformed into his image.  

OK, now that we’ve covered all of this, let’s go back and look at verses 13 and 14.  

13for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. 
What’s all that about?  Why does Paul suddenly bring up the law?  What does Paul mean by, “But sin is not taken into account when there is no law?”  Let’s break this down and see if we can make sense of it.  First, we need to understand that Adam was under law.  What was the law? Don’t eat from that tree.  (Reminds me of the old joke:  Why was the Garden of Eden paradise?  One law.  No lawyers.)  So, when Adam sinned, he was violating a specific command from God.  Consequently, he earned the penalty for breaking the law, which is death.  
But from the time of Adam until Moses—a span of many thousands of years—there was no law.  Still, Paul says, there was sin in the world.  People were still doing things that they shouldn’t have done:  killing one another, stealing, cheating on their spouses, lying.  When Cain killed Abel, he wasn’t violating the law, but he was sinning.  The people of Noah’s day—of whom the Bible says “that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time” were not violating any laws from God, but they were sinning.  Even more profoundly, every man that lived in that time had a rebellious, disobedience sin nature, which he had inherited from his father Adam.  This sin nature hated God, loved itself, and sought its own good and pleasure at whatever cost to other.  Clearly, sin was in the world before there was law.
When Paul says, “Sin is not taken into account when there is no law,” he’s making a technical, legal argument.  He’s saying that, absent from the law, there is no penalty for sin.  He’s saying that all those who sinned between Adam and Moses were not technically subject to death as a result of their own individual sin, because they were not violating God’s explicit law.  Nevertheless, he says, “death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam.” Why is that true?  Because, as we said earlier, as Adam’s descendants, they were (as we are) under God’s judgment for Adam’s sin.  As descendants of the spiritually dead Adam, all men have inherited his spiritual death.
THERE IS ANOTHER ASPECT TO THIS AS WELL, WHICH BUILDS ON ROMANS 1 AND 2:  THE IDEA THAT GOD’S LAW IS EVIDENT, WRITTEN ON OUR HEARTS, AND THAT WE ARE THUS HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR OBEYING IT, EVEN WHEN IT IS NOT EXPLICIT. FROM THIS POINT OF VIEW, IT IS OUR OWN SINS—COMMITTED UNDER GOD’S IMPLICIT LAW—THAT CONDEMN US.  I THINK IN THE CONTEXT THIS ARGUMENT IS NOT AS GOOD, BUT IT IS CREDIBLE.

This helps us to see why Paul takes such great pains to draw out the parallels and the contrasts between Adam and Christ.  Because of Adam, the entire human race was under a curse, subject to death as the penalty for his sin.  We had no way to escape from that trap.  Removing the law doesn’t help, because it isn’t just our own sin for which we are held accountable, but the sin of our father Adam.  Even if we could somehow avoid sinning altogether, we are still sons and daughters of Adam and heirs to his condemnation.  As Adam’s sons and daughters, we were spiritually dead and hopeless.  What we needed was someone to come along, undo Adam’s act of disobedience, and set us free from the death sentence we have inherited from him.  Christ was sent to do just that:  to perform an act of obedience so great that it would overcome the consequences of Adam’s sin, set us free from death, and give us life.   
You can think of verses 20 and 21 as being an extension to verses 13 and 14.  

20The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Having said in verse 13 that the law was no the cause of our condemnation, Paul wants to explain why God imposed it.  He says, “The law was added so that the trespass might increase.”  What do you suppose he means by that?   Take various answers. In Romans 7:7-9 we read

Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “Do not covet.” 8But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For apart from law, sin is dead. 9Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died.

We’ll look at this more when we get to Romans 7 in a few weeks, but for now notice two things.  In this passage Paul argues that the law 1) makes us aware of sin (“Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law” ) and also 2) actually excites our sinful impulses (“when the commandment came, sin sprang to life”).  When Paul says, “The law was added so that trespass might increase,” he’s making both of these points:  that law actually stimulates our desire to sin, and thus clearly reveals that we are sinners, and that through the law we become aware of just how sinful we are.  

Why would God want to so this?  Why would he want to make us more aware of our sin?  Take various answers.  Galatians 3:24 says,  24So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.”  God gave us law to reveal our sin to us so that we might be aware of our need for a savior.  And, if you will allow it to happen, the law will convict you.  In fact, the power of the law to convict can be so great that it might lead to despair—if we did not know that what Paul says next is true:  “But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  The more aware we become of our own sinfulness—of the depth and breadth of what we are capable of doing—of the rottenness of our hearts—of our complete inability to overcome our sinfulness through our own power—the more we become aware of the surpassing grace of God:  grace that is, as the old hymn says, greater than all our sin.  To paraphrase what John Newton, the author of Amazing Grace, once said:  “we are all great sinners, but Christ is an even greater Savior."
When Paul says that Adam’s sin brought death to all men, what does he mean by death?  Do you think he’s talking about physical death or something else?  Take various answers.  Many teachers and commentators think Paul is talking about physical death here, and he may very well be.  But I think he’s talking about something even more profound—spiritual death.  The Bible says that before we were saved, we were dead.  For example, in Ephesians 2, Paul says,

 1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.

Likewise, in Colossians 2:13, Pauls says,

13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross…
In the garden, God told Adam that he was “free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  As we all know, a little later Adam did eat from the forbidden tree.  What happened to him?  Did he die?  Yes—but spiritually, not physically.  He did not die physically for many years after that day, and, as I read the text, he could have physically lived on forever if he had been allowed to continue to eat from the tree of life.  How do I know that?  Here’s what God says as he passes judgment on Adam and Eve a little later in the story:  “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”  

Why is this important?  It may not be.  But one of the most significant argument made by young earth creationists to support their position is based on verse 12, which they interpret as meaning that there was no death in the world before Adam’s sin.  They challenge old earth creationists by pointing out, quite correctly, that the old earth view accepts the existence of physical death of animals for many years before Adam’s sin.  But if Paul is not talking about physical death in these verses in Romans, but spiritual death, then the young earth argument is considerably weakened.  The old earther can say, “I agree with you that Adam’s sin brought death into the world—spiritual death.   Physical death is another matter, not what Paul is talking about, so you can’t use these verses to support the young earth point of view.”
