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Romans 6
Thanks to everyone for giving me a couple of weeks off, and especially to Dave Vittitow for substituting for me last week.  I’ve heard that Dave did a great job, and am I really thankful to him for filling in for me.  I’ve also heard that the room ws pretty full last week, and I want to thank all of you encouraged Dave by coming and participating in his debut as a teacher.
We’re in Romans Chapter 6.  In this chapter, and in the first part of Chapter 7, Paul uses 3 illustrations to explain the changed relationship of the believer to sin and to the law.  He does this to demonstrate that the plan of justification which God had adopted—salvation by grace through faith—does not lead men to sin, but, on the contrary, to holiness.  He begins by allowing a rhetorical question in Chapter 6, verse 1:  “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?”  Recall that Paul closed Chapter 5 by saying

 20The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Well, someone might say, since we are saved by grace, and since grace increases to cover whatever sins we commit, and since God’s objective is that “grace might reign,” why shouldn’t we continue to sin so that God’s grace can overflow?  Since our increasing sin will reveal God’s grace all the more, won’t our increasing sin bring him ever more glory? What is Paul’s answer?  By no means!  Absolutely not.  Why not?  Because, Paul explains, the relationship between the believer and sin has been irrevocably changed: “We (believers) died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” He goes on to explain that, as believers, we have been united with Christ in his death:  “all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death.”  Our “old self has been crucified,” setting us free from the power of sin, “because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.”  Consequently, he says, we should “count ourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”  Therefore, we should not “let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.”  Instead of offering our bodies to sin, we should “offer ourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.”  
So Paul’s first illustration of the changed relationship between believers and sin is that of death:  we have “died to sin.”  Let’s just pause of a second to think about the implications of this idea—that we are all “dead to sin.”  What do think?
· It implies a radically changed relationship.  There is no bigger change in life than of that from life to death.  Paul is trying to get us to see just how radically our relationship with sin has changed.  

· It implies that sin does not have power over us any more.  We have been “freed from sin.”  Where before we were enslaved to sin, helpless and powerless to resist it, we have now been set free from its power.  We still sin, but not because we have to—not because we are bound to do so—but only because we chose to do so.  Sin may still seem powerful, but it really is not—its power has been broken at the cross.
· On the contrary—where once we were dead and powerless against sin, having died with Christ and having been resurrected with him we are now alive in Christ and have power.  “The death (Christ) died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.”  “In the same way,” Paul says, we should “count ourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”
Before we go on, there is one more very important and very wonderful little truth that Paul slips into these verses.  He says, “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.”  Although in one way we are already living with Christ—having been brought from death to live through out faith in him—Paul is looking forward here to our own resurrection, reminding us that, although Christ was the first to experience resurrection—“the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep”—we will also experience the glory and the joy of resurrection.  “We will also live with him.”
Paul finishes this first section of Chapter 5 in verse 14 by saying, “14For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.”  This leads to a second objection, which is found in verse 15:  “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?”  In other words, someone might ask, if we’re not under law, what is to keep us from sinning?  If the law no longer applies to believers—if the penalty for law breaking has been paid in full—if there are no eternal consequences for the believer for breaking the law—why shouldn’t we sin up a storm?  Why shouldn’t we “eat, drink, and be merry?”  
Paul uses this objection to frame his second illustration of the changed nature of the believer to sin and the law:  the illustration of slavery.   He says
15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 
 19I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. 20When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Once again, Paul begins with an emphatic denial—absolutely not!—and then proceeds to explain why not.  This explanation is a little bit harder to follow that the first one, but it is really pretty simple at heart.  He says, “Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?”  Who can paraphrase this verse for us?  Take various answers.  Effectively what Paul is saying here is that everyone serves something.  Every person is a slave:  either a slave to righteousness or a slave to sin—either a slave to God or a slave to the enemy.  Bob Dylan has a great song from his Christian period titled, “Gonna Serve Somebody,” the chorus of which goes like this:

You're gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed
You're gonna have to serve somebody,
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord
But you're gonna have to serve somebody.

Do you agree with this idea?  Does it fit what you see in the world?  Can you think of examples or illustrations?  Discuss.  It is important to understand that Paul doesn’t leave room here for having a foot in both camps:  we are either a slave to sin or a slave to righteousness.  Jesus clearly taught that “No one can serve two masters—either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.”  We are all in one camp or the other—we all have a master who controls our lives.
Having established the idea that everyone is serving something or someone, Paul points out that we as believers have already made our choice:  “But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted.”  What does Paul mean by “the form of teaching to which you were entrusted?”  The gospel.  When Paul says that we have “obeyed” the gospel, what do you think he’s saying?  Do we “obey” the gospel like we “obey” the law?  Take various answers.  Paul uses the word “obey” here to create a parallel structure—as we once “obeyed” sin, we now “obey” the gospel.  The word translated “obeyed” here means literally means "hearing under", that is, listening from a subordinate position.  The idea of “to hear under” is that of subordinating one’s self to the person or thing heard and hence means “to obey” or to hearken (give respectful attention) It suggests the act of listening and following instructions. So to “obey” the gospel means to submit to it, to come under it, to trust it, to believe in it.  So how do we obey it?  By doing what it requires:  believing in it and the one who has given it to us. 

Notice that Paul says that we have “wholeheartedly” obeyed the gospel.  The literal translation here is “from the heart.” Why do you think that Paul uses this language?  What is implied that we have obeyed “from the heart?”  Take various answers.

· It implies sincerity, earnestness, complete devotion, unreserved commitment.  
· Although we think of the heart metaphorically as the seat of our emotions, to the Greeks it was the seat of the intellect, knowledge, understanding, thinking, and wisdom. Saying that we believe “from the heart” implies a rational, considered faith based on truth and knowledge.
· It is from the inside out instead of from the outside in.  The law constrains our behavior, demanding external conformity, but it cannot change our hearts.  In contrast, the gospel changes us from the inside out, and thus only the gospel really has the power to deal with the source of our sin:  our sinful, wicked hearts.
So, Paul says, although all of us once were slaves to sin, we have now made a decision to obey the gospel.  Consequently, he says in verse 18, “You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.”   Since we can only serve one master, once we commit ourselves to serve God, we are no longer bound to serve sin.  By choosing the one—or, for you Calvinists, as a result of having been chosen—we have by definition been set free from the other. 
Let’s continue with verse 19:
 19I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. 
In verse 19, Paul acknowledges that he’s using an illustration, and that it is imperfect:  he’s using “human terms”—a worldly illustration—that cannot completely capture the deep spiritual truth he is trying to convey.  In fact, he is acknowledging that there are aspects of slavery that he would not want us to attribute to our relation to righteousness or to God.  But, because we are “weak in our natural selves”—because as humans we have limited understanding—he’s using an illustration to help us understand.  

He continues by making a contrast: “Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness.”  Who can paraphrase this for us?  Take various answers.  I think Paul is trying to say that we should be as wholehearted in our service to God as we once were in our pursuit of sin.  We were once “all-in” for sin; we should now be “all-in” in our pursuit of righteousness.  
This is the second time in Chapter 6 that Paul has used the terms “parts of your body.”  Back in verse 13 he said, “Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.”  Here, he says, “Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness.”  What parts of our body is Paul talking about here?  Take various answers.  Our eyes.  Our mouths.  Our hands.  Our sexual organs.  Our minds.  Our hearts.  When we were slaves to sin, our master required us to serve him with every part of our bodies:  with our eyes, our mouths, our hands, our minds.  How do we use these things in the pursuit of sin?  Take various answers.  Now that we have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness, we should instead offer our bodies “as instruments of righteousness.”  How do we use them in the pursuit of righteousness?  Take various answers.  
 In verses 20 through 23, Paul turns to a more practical argument:
20When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
He says, when you were a slave to sin, controlled by sin and not by righteousness, were the things you did then good for you?  Were they of benefit to you?  When you lied, was that good for you?  When you sinned sexually, was that good for you?  When you were bitter and angry, was that good for you?  When you were covetous and envious, was that good for you?  No, he says—those things lead to death!  You’re now ashamed that you behaved that way!  Well—is he right?  Can anyone speak from experience about the “benefits” of being a slave to sin?  Take answers.  You know, we tend to think that sin is fun and obedience is boring—that being “good” isn’t as much fun as being bad.  But Paul asks us to think carefully and to realize that the things we used to do were destructive to us:  they literally do lead to destruction, alienation, and ultimately, death. 
But now, Paul says, you’ve been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, and the things that you do now have great benefits:  holiness and eternal life.  He doesn’t come right out and say so, but there is a question implied by this contrast between the benefits of obedience to sin and the benefits of obedience to righteousness.  Can you see it? Take various answers.  Why would you want to go back?  Having been set free from all of that destruction and death, why would you go back?  Think about it like this:  we were once homeless children, living on the street, forced to eat garbage.  One day, a kind man came and adopted us, took us into his home, and sat us down at a banquet table covered with the finest food.  Would it make any sense for us to sneak out of the house, back onto the street, so that we could enjoy eating garbage again?  No!  That would be insane!  In the same way, Paul argues, it would be crazy for us to return to the life from which we have been set free.    The path we’re on leads to eternal life—why would we want to return to the path that leads to death?
So far, we’ve seen two illustrations that Paul has used to explain the change in the believers relationship to sin and law.  The first was the illustration of death:  as believers, we have died to sin” and consequently have been set free from the power of sin, “because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.”  The second was slavery:  We “have been set free from (slavery to) sin and have become slaves to righteousness.”  The third—the illustration of marriage—shows up in the first few verses of Chapter 7:
 1Do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to men who know the law—that the law has authority over a man only as long as he lives? 2For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of marriage. 3So then, if she marries another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, even though she marries another man. 
 4So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. 5For when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death. 6But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.

This third illustration actually is a variation on the first one:  in the same way that our death with Christ has set us free from sin, so also our death with Christ has ended the authority of the law over us.  He says, “Do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to men who know the law—that the law has authority over a man only as long as he lives?”  Paul uses marriage to illustrate this point:  a woman, he says, “is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of marriage.”  She is free to remarry without being accused of adultery, because the law of marriage no longer applies to her.  In the same way, Paul argues, “you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another.”  Now, “by dying to what once bound us (the law), we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.” 
To Paul, law and grace are incompatible opposites.  Notice the contrast that he draws in verse 6 between “the new way of the spirit” and “the old way of the written code.”   To Paul, trying to combine law and grace made no sense—they were contrary to one another.  In Galatians 4:20, Paul says, “You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.”  
Paul understood that law had no power to restrain sin, but that in fact law excited and stimulated sin.  Notice verse 5:  “For when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death.”  Likewise, consider Colossians 2:20:

20Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21"Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. 23Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.

Further, Paul understood that only grace has power to really control our sinful desires.  In Titus 2:11 he wrote “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age…”  

And yet, despite Paul’s arguments, many people—including, unfortunately, many people in the church—continue to believe that the only way to restrain the power of sin is through law.  Despite the clear teaching of the Bible to the contrary, we still seem to think that we have to impose law on people if we are going to control their behavior.  It is as though we are afraid of grace, or at least we don’t believe that it has sufficient power to overcome our sinful impulses.  So, we try to impose law on people—on ourselves and on others—to control their behavior.  Why?  Why do we seek power in law?  Why don’t we believe in the power of grace?  Discuss.
OK.  That’s enough for this week.  Next week, we’ll pick up with Chapter 7 verse 7.

 20Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21"Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. 23Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.

Once involuntary slaves to sin, now voluntary slaves to God.  We should serve the one we’ve decided to serve.  

Probbaly no concept less understood practically in the church.  Constantly trying to apply law to our lives.  Constantly trying to apply law to the lives of out members.  

Look up, the law has no power to restrain sin.
Let’s move on.  In verses 12 through 21, Paul 
Main idea:  salvation by grace does not lead to sin.
