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Romans 8
We’re in the middle of our study of the book of Romans, and for the last couple of weeks we’ve been in Romans Chapter 8—perhaps the greatest chapter in the entire Bible.  Last week we looked at verses 14 through 17:

For those who are led by the Spirit are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
Paul says that those who are led by the Spirit—who we have already said is everyone who is in Christ—are sons of God.  The word translated “sonship” in verse 15 is actually the Greek word for adoption.  As believers, Paul is saying, we have been adopted by God.  The idea of adoption carries with it some rich implications.  For instance, adoption is legal term and a legal status.  Just as justification is a legal declaration of acceptability and innocence before the Court of God, so adoption is a legal declaration of the relationship that we have with the Father through Christ.  Likewise, adoption is irrevocable.  Having been adopted by the Father, we can never be “unadopted.”  We are permanently related to Him through Christ.  And adoption is an intimate relationship  The child who is adopted becomes a member of the family, and enjoys the same relationship with the parents as the natural-born children.  
Finally, adoption implies certain rights.  The one who is adopted becomes an heir of his new family.  Paul makes this point explicit in verse 17, where he says, “Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ…”  Jesus, God’s “only begotten” son, is his rightful heir, and he has proven his worthiness to receive God’s inheritance though his submission and obedience to the Father.  But God, in his great mercy and grace, has ordained that we shall share in the inheritance that he has prepared for Christ.  
Notice that verse 17 says that we will be heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ—“if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.”  Paul continues that idea in verse 18:
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

The way the NIV translates this verse make is appear that suffering is a condition of salvation, adoption, and inheritance.  I think that gets it just a bit wrong.  The idea is not that suffering is a test for the believer but that it is an inevitability.  As followers of Christ, we are assured of sharing in his glory; but before that can happen, we inevitably will share in his sufferings.   The New Living Translation says it like this: 

And since we are his children, we will share his treasures--for everything God gives to his Son, Christ is ours, too. But if we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering.
In other words, there are two promises in this verse:  that we will share in his sufferings, and that we will also share in his glory.  
What form do these sufferings take? Illness.  Loss of loved ones.  Financial setbacks.  Struggles in our marriage.  Struggles with our children.  Being mistreated by others:  lied to, lied about, abandoned, cheated, abused, and so on.  Being let down by those we love.  Being ridiculed or persecuted for our faith.  Sacrifices we make for the cause of Christ:  financial, our time, and so on.

Why does it make sense that we should share in Christ’s sufferings? 
· It’s a fallen world, so suffering and difficulty are inevitable.  They happen to everyone, and we’re not exempted by being believers.  Jesus himself warned his disciples that “In this world you will have trouble.”  (John 16:33)

· Because we follow a suffering Savior, we should also expect to suffer—the servant is not greater than the master.  In 1 Peter 2:21, we read that we are “called” to suffer because “Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example, that we should follow in his steps.”  

· Hebrews 2:10 says,

In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 

Just as Christ was “made perfect” through suffering, so suffering also serves a vital role in our sanctification.  

What are some of he purposes that suffering accomplishes in us?

· It proves our faith.  1 Peter 1:7 says, speaking of “trials of various kinds,” that “these have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine…  To prove it to whom?  To the enemy.  (See Job.)  To ourselves.  To others.  
· It results in praise, glory, and honor.  1 Peter 1:7 continues, “these have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  Praise, glory and honor for whom?  For God.  For Christ.  For ourselves.  We will give praise to God and to Christ for seeing us through, and they will give praise to us (“Well done, good and faithful servant!”) for enduring.
· It encourages and strengthens others as they see us endure suffering.  2 Thessalonians 1:4 says

Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. 

· It teaches us perseverance, builds our character, and helps us mature.  Romans 5:3-5 says
Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.”  

Likewise, James 1:2-3 says

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

· It builds our faith, causing us to depend on Him more.  2 Corinthians 12:10 says

That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

· It increases our intimacy and identification with Christ.  Philippians 3:10-11 says,

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

· It allows us to enjoy the comfort of Christ.  2 Corinthians 1:3-5  says

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows.

· It is a tool for our sanctification.  Hebrews 12:10-11 says,
Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons… 

God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

· It gives us victory over sin.  1 Peter 4:1 says, 

Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin.  As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.

· It builds our connection with other believers and increases our compassion for them  1 Peter 5:8-9 says,

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

God allows us to suffer for all of these reasons and more.  But our suffering is not unnoticed and it will not go unrewarded.  Paul says, “we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.”  Then he goes onto say, in verse 18,
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

This same idea is found elsewhere in the NT.  For example, 2 Corinthians 4:16 says, “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.”  By making these statements, is the Bible saying that our sufferings are insignificant?  That we’re really not suffering all that much?  No.  What its saying is that, no matter how painful or severe our sufferings are, what is coming will make them seem small and unimportant in comparison.   The glory will “far outweigh” the suffering; in comparison to the glory, the sufferings are “light and momentary;” the sufferings are “not worth comparing” to the glory.  No matter what we have gone through, are presently going through, or will go through, the sum total of our suffering is not worth comparing with the glory that awaits us. There is simply no comparison of the pain we suffer today with the glory yet to be revealed.

Here’s what Martin Luther had to say about this idea:

If we consider the greatness and the glory of the life we shall have when we have risen from the dead, it would not be difficult at all for us to bear the concerns of this world. If I believe the Word, I shall on the Last Day, after the sentence has been pronounced, not only gladly have suffered ordinary temptations, insults, and imprisonment, but I shall also say: “O, that I did not throw myself under the feet of all the godless for the sake of the great glory which I now see revealed and which has come to me through the merit of Christ!”

The word translated revealed, a-po-ka-lup-to, means literally to uncover. It’s the source of our word, apocalypse, which means resurrection.  The idea is to cause something to be fully known by "removing the veil or covering" which then exposes to full view what was previously hidden. Apokalupto means to make manifest or reveal a thing previously secret or unknown and is especially applied to supernatural revelation. It means to cause something to be fully known. Notice that Paul uses the passive voice—“will be revealed”—which indicates it is God Who will do the revealing.

Notice where Paul says the glory will be revealed.  What does he say?  The glory will be revealed “in us.”  Some translations say “to us” and I think both are right.  Think of the glory that will be revealed to us when we see God face to face and experience him in all of his power and beauty.  But also think of the glory that will be reveal in us when we are rid of these sinful bodies and liberated to be exactly what God had in mind for us from the very beginning.  Both things will be wonderful beyond our wildest dreams.  It’s like 1 Corinthians 2:8 says:  "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him
When will this glory be revealed?  Paul speaks of it in the future tense, so it must be something that will occur in the future.  When?  At the return of Christ.  At our resurrection.  1 Peter 1:7 says, speaking of our present sufferings, “these have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  Similarly, 1 Corinthians 15:42-44 says, “So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.
Let’s move on.  In verses 19 through 24, Paul enlarges his perspective to include not just believers but the entire creation:
The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 
 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

Paul personifies the creation, saying that it “waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.”  This “revelation” is the same one Paul is talking about in verse 18:  our glorification at the return of Christ.  So not only are we eager for him to return; the entire universe is as well.  Why is the creation eager for that to occur?  Because it wants to be made new as well.  Paul says here that “the creation was subjected to frustration” and that it is in “bondage to decay” and that as a result, it is “groaning in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.”  Something new is coming, and the creation is eager for it to arrive.  The universe we know is subject to the Second Law of Thermodynamics—that law of entropy that says that everything in the universe moves from order to disorder, that decay is inevitable.   We see this law in operation all around us:  our decks rot, our washing machines break down, our bodies sag.  

But God has promised to recreate the universe at the end of the age.  2 Peter 3:13 says, “But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.” Revelation 21:1 says, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away…  And Isaiah 66:22 promises that this new heavens and earth will “endure”—that it will not be subject to decay as the current universe is.  The creation is eagerly awaiting this rebirth:  its liberation “from its bondage to decay.”
Paul says that the universe has been subject to decay “not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it.”  Who would that be?  Take various answers.  Some might say Adam, some might say Satan, but I think the answer has to be God.  When did God subject the universe to frustration?  Take various answers.  Most would say during the judgment after the fall.  They would point to Genesis 3:17 and following:
17 To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' 
       "Cursed is the ground because of you; 
       through painful toil you will eat of it 
       all the days of your life. 

 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
       and you will eat the plants of the field. 

The argument would be that Adam’s sin resulted in God cursing the ground, which they would argue is the first evidence of “frustration” and “decay” in creation.  

I think that’s a reasonable point of view.  I would have a different point of view, however.  I would argue that this universe has been subject to decay from the very beginning—that it was created that way by God intentionally.   He did that because he knew that this creation was temporary, and because he had purposes in creating it in the way he did.  Let me offer a couple of pieces of evidence for my point of view.  

· From the beginning, Adam and Eve were given food to eat (Gen 1:29-30).  The fact that they had to eat is evidence that their bodies’ energy needed to be replenished—that without regular new sources of energy, their bodies would die.
· From the beginning, Adam was given work to do:  tending the garden.  While the nature of work has changed as a result of the fall, the existence of work implies the need to impose order on disorder—to overcome “frustration” and “decay.”

· Even the processes that power the stars is a process of decay:  as stars convert hydrogen into helium, they eventually run out of hydrogen to burn and die.  

Scripture as well confirms that this creation was designed to pass away.  Psalm 102:25-27 says: "In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing you will change them, and they will be discarded. But you remain the same, and your years will never end."
So my view would be that the fall was not the source of the frustration and decay we observe in the universe—that those things were designed into the universe by God for a purpose.  Either way, though, it is evident that creation is subject to these forces, and Paul says it is eager to be free of them—just as he says we are eager to be free of these decaying bodies of sin that carry us around today:  
23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
Not only does creation groan out of its desire to be set free—so do we.  Have you experienced that groaning?  That desire to be set free from this body and this world?  I know I do more and more as I get older and as I come to know and understand God better.  

Paul says that “we eagerly await our adoption as sons.”  But didn’t we say last time that we’ve already been adopted as sons?  How can we be waiting to be adopted if we are already adopted?  Take various answers.  Back in verse 15 Paul said that we received a Spirit of adoption.  But has the adoption been fully completed yet?  No.  We’ve tasted the first fruits of it—we glimpsed what it will be like—but our adoption will not be complete until THAT DAY, when, as Paul says, our bodies are redeemed—by which he means, resurrected and transformed.  Has that happened yet?  No.  But as Paul says, “Who hopes for what he already has? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. “  Because it isn’t very far away.

OK, that’s enough for today.  No class next week, so we’ll see you again in 2099, God willing!

