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Romans 8
We’re in the middle of our study of the book of Romans.  Last week we began looking at verses 28 through 31:
28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  
First, Paul says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  To whom does this promise apply?  To those who love God.  To those who have been “called according to his purpose.”   Who is that? That’s us!  What’s the connection between being called and loving God?  Its cause and effect!  1 John 4:19 says, “We love because he first loved us.”  Our love for God is the proper response to the love he has shown us in calling us.  The beneficiaries of this promise are those who have been called by God and, in response, love Him.

Paul says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  Who is the actor in this verse?  God.  What does Paul say he does?  He “works for the good of those who love him…”  
In which circumstances does God work?  Paul says, “In all things.”  Some things?  All things.  A few things?  All things.  The good things?  All things.  Little things?  All things.  Big Things?  All Things!  Does this mean that everything that happens to us—all things—are good?  No.  Does it mean that Christians—those who love God—are exempt from difficulties in life—that only good things happen to Christians?  Absolutely not.  Horrible things happen.  So what does it mean?  That God works, even in the bad things that happen, for our good.  That he weaves together everything in ways that are ultimately for our good.  That even in the worst things, God is at work for us—redeeming those horrors in ways that are for our ultimate good.  
But let’s be honest—sometimes it is very difficult to believe this promise.  Most of us have been in situations where we’ve said, “there is no way God can use this to my benefit.  There is no way God can work this for the good.  This is too bad, too sad, too terrible for God to redeem.”  But, in the long run, I think our experiences—even our worst experiences—are evidence of the truth of this promise.  We look back at some terrible things we’ve experienced—some extreme suffering we’ve had to endure—and we see how God has used it for our good.  
Let me share one example from my life.  Back in 2001, a company in which Gena and I were invested was about to go public.  Had that happened, Gena and I would have made a great deal of money—at least on paper.  But the NASDAQ bubble burst, and the value of that company—along with most of the rest of my portfolio—cratered.  I had over invested in this company, putting too much of our net worth at risk.  For a little while, it looked like we might lose nearly everything.  It was a very tough time.  We questioned why God had allowed this to happen to us—especially since we had tried to be so faithful in our giving.  But as we look back on that experience, we see how God has used it in our lives:  to humble us, to break the power of money over us, to teach us to rely on Him, to destroy the idol of self-sufficiency.  And, of course, right now I can only see know what I can see—in a few years I’ll understand even better how he used those events for my good, and in eternity I’ll see in a much deeper and clearer way why those things needed to happen to help make me the man he wanted me to be.  
I know others in this class have experienced much tougher things than that.   Would anyone else like to share how God has worked in some difficult circumstance for his or her good?  Take various answers.  
One of the reasons we sometimes struggle to believe this promise is that our definition of what is in our good is often different from God’s.  Especially in the short run, what do we think of as being “good?”  Take various answers.  Comfort.  Safety.  The easy life.    But when God talks about “our good,” he has something different in mind.  What is it?  (Hint:  the answer is in verse 29.)  He wants to “conform us to the likeness of His Son.”  In other words, he wants to make us like Jesus.  We find this same idea in other places in the NT.  When Paul says that God “works” “in all things” “for the good of those who love him,” this is what he’s talking about:  making us more and more like Jesus.  What does that look like?  Take various answers.  
· One hint is found in Galatians 5:22-23:  “22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control.”  All of these things were true of Jesus:  he was loving, peaceful, kind, and so on.  God is working to make them all true of each of us as well.
· He was a servant.  Mark 10:45 says, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
· He was gentle and humble.  Matthew 11:29 says, “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”
· He always sought to do his father’s will  John 5:19 says, “Jesus gave them this answer: ‘I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.’”
We struggle because often the things God needs to bring into our lives to accomplish the purpose of conforming us to the likeness of Christ are not the things we think of as being good.  He wants us to be patient, so he makes us wait.  He wants us to be humble, so he attacks anything that feeds our pride.  He wants us to be compassionate, so he leads us to suffer hardship.  These things don’t seem good to us, but over time they produce the ultimate good in us, conforming us to His image.
Why?  Why does God want to conform us to the likeness of Christ?  Paul says, so that Christ can be the “firstborn among many brothers.”  God’s plan from the beginning has been to create for himself a family of sons and daughters who love him.   Christ, His only begotten son, is the “firstborn” of that family.  We are all members of that family.  God has decreed that all his sons and daughters will ultimately be like his firstborn son, Jesus Christ.  It’s like John says in 1 John 3:2 says, “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”

Back in verse 3, Paul said “For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.”  Do you see the symmetry?  First, God conformed his son to the likeness of man; now, he is working to conform men to the likeness of his son.  
Notice that Paul says that God has “predestined” those who he “foreknew” to be conformed to the likeness of his son.  We tend to freeze up in the face of theologically loaded words like “foreknew” and predestined, but they aren’t really so hard to grasp.  What does Paul mean when he says, “those God foreknew?”  Take various answers.  To foreknow something simply means to know about it prior to some temporal reference point.  In the language of Scripture, something foreknown is not simply that which God was aware of prior to a certain point (which would include everything, since God is omniscient), but also includes the idea of God giving prior consent or favorable or special recognition to that event.  Scripture tells us that God knew us before the creation of the world 
For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight  (Eph 1:4).  
Psalm 139 says that, before we were born,

       All the days ordained for me 
       were written in your book 
       before one of them came to be.
God exists outside of time:  all of history is visible and available to him.  More than that, he is sovereign over his creation, working in space and time to accomplish his purposes, which he set out to accomplish before anything was created. 

What does Paul mean when he says that God “predestined” us to be conformed to the likeness of his son?  Take various answers.  The word translated predestined literally means to mark out beforehand or set the limits or boundaries of any place or thing in advance.  When used of a person, it means to put limitations upon that person and thus conveys the idea of determining his or her destiny. Originally, the word meant simply to plan in advance, but in the New Testament it attracted the special meaning of a divine decree of God, whereby He determined in advance that something should happen.  Here in Romans 8:29 Paul is saying that God has predetermined the destiny or the future of each believer, a glorious future in which he or she will be like Christ, conformed to the image of His Son!
Paul wraps up this section in verse 30:

30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  

If you were to summarize the message of this verse, what would it be?  Take various answers.  That God has done or will do everything that he has set out to do—that nothing can thwart his purposes.  Before God created the world, he set a plan in place for you and for me:  he predestined us to be conformed to the likeness of Christ.  Having predestined us, he called us “through the gospel” (2 Thess 2:14) “out of darkness and into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9); having called us, he justified us “freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” (Romans 3:24).  And, Paul says, having justified us, he also glorified us.  Do you notice anything about that?  Take various answers.  Are you glorified yet?  No.  But what tense does Paul use?  Past.  Why does he speak about our glorification as though it had already happen when it is still to happen?  Take various answers.  Paul is so certain that God will complete what he has purposed to do that he speaks of the last piece of the work as though it had already been accomplished.   He’s effectively saying that the things God has promised to do are as certain to happen as if they had already been done.  Are you hoping to be glorified?  To be conformed to the likeness of the Son?  You can be as sure that God will keep his promise to accomplish those things in you.  They are certain!  And they don’t depend one bit on you—it is God who predestined you, who called you, who justified you, and who will glorify you.  

OK, let’s move on to the grand conclusion of Chapter 8:
31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written:
 
   "For your sake we face death all day long; 
      we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Paul begins this section with seven rhetorical questions:  questions that lead us to the conclusion Paul desires.  The first is, “3What, then, shall we say in response to this?”  In response to what?  To everything he’s been saying.  To everything God has done for us.  Let’s look back and see how many we can find, just in Chapter 8:
· He has freed us from condemnation (v1)

· He ahs set us free from the “law of sin and death” (v2)

· He sent his son as a sin offering for us 

· He has condemned sin in us (v3)

· He has provided for the righteous requirements of the law to be fully met in us (v4)

· He has given us life and peace (v6)

· He has given life to our spirit (v10)

· He has promised us resurrection (v11)

· He has given us the Spirit of sonship (v15)

· He ahs adopted us as his children (v16)

· He has made us his heirs (v17)

· He has promised us glory (v17)
· He helps us in our weakness (v26)

· He works for our good in all things (v28)

· He has promised to conform us to the likeness of his son (v29)

Next, Paul asks, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  Who indeed!  Anyone have any problem with this?  Anyone think that there is someone or something that can prevent God from accomplishing the things he has set out to accomplish, in the world and in us?  No, that’s not our problem with this verse—we know that if God is for us, no one can be against us.  So what’s our problem?  Take various answers.  Despite all of things listed above, we’re not sure that God is for us!  When things get tough or when we’re feeling guilty, we begin to doubt that God is really for us.  We know that if he was for us, we’d be OK, but we often wonder whether he really is with us.

Paul addresses this unspoken doubt in verse 32 with a third rhetorical question:   “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”  This is one of my favorite verses in scripture, because it is so reassuring.  Somebody paraphrase it for me.  What is Paul saying here?  If God was willing to give his Son to us, what would he not also give to us?  Is there anything that could be more precious to Him than his Son?  Having given us the most precious thing He could give, why would He not gladly give us less precious things?   If God’s grace was so great that it led him to give his Son for us, certainly it is sufficient to cause him to keep the promises he has made to us.  Here’s how the NLB translates it
Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else?

And here’s how the Contemporary English Version does it:

32God did not keep back his own Son, but he gave him for us. If God did this, won't he freely give us everything else?

I encourage you to memorize this verse—it’s a great one to have handy anytime you begin to wonder if God is really for you.  If God was against you—or if he was just ambivalent about you—would he have sent his Son to die for you?  No way!  The fact that He gave his son to be an offering for your sin is more than sufficient evidence that he loves you and is for you.

Paul continues with his 4th and 5th questions:
33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 

The 4th question, “Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?” is similar to the second.  Just as no one can be against us if God is for us, so no one can bring a charge against us if God declares us righteous.  If God, the ultimate judge, has justified us, is there anyone who can condemn us?  If God, the ultimate judge, is satisfied with our righteousness, is there anyone who can accuse us?  

Now, of course, there is one who accuses us.  Who is that?  The devil.  Satan.  Revelation 12:9-10 says,

9The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 

 10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
   "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, 
      and the authority of his Christ. 
   For the accuser of our brothers, 
      who accuses them before our God day and night, 
      has been hurled down.

When Paul says, “3Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen,” he isn’t saying that no one accuses us—instead, he’s saying that the accusations are meaningless, useless, ineffective, because compared to the one who justifies us, the one who accuses us is nothing.  

Likewise, Paul says, “Who is he that condemns?”   Unfortunately, the way the NIV is translated, it appears that the answer to the question is Jesus Christ:  “Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died…”  But of course that can’t be right!  If nothing else, we know that Paul just told us in verse 1 that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.   In fact, what he’s saying is that, if Jesus Christ is at the right hand of God interceding for us, no one can condemn us.   To make it clear, you might want to insert the words, “No one” after the word “condemns,” like this:
Who is he that condemns? No one!  Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 

I love the image of Christ sitting at the right hand of the throne of God, interceding for the saints.  The right hand is the place of honor—the place occupied by the heir to the king.  Christ is seated at the right hand of God, the place of honor, and from there he is advocating of us day and night.  On what basis does he argue for us?  Justice or mercy?  Justice!  He might be saying, “Father, they are sinners, but I love them and I have paid the price for their sins.  Forgive them for my sake!”
Notice that Paul says that Christ is “also interceding” for us.  Why also?  Remember back in verses 26 and 27:

We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.
So not only does Christ intercede for us—so does the Holy Spirit.  Think of that—two persons of the Trinity continually intercede for you before the throne of the Father.  
Pick up here 

Finally, Paul asks in verse 35, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”  What do you know the answer to be to that question?  No one!  But rather than leave that to our imagination, Paul answers his question with a series of questions that propose a long list of what might divide us from the Father’s love.  As I read the list, tell me how many nominees you see:

Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written:
 
   "For your sake we face death all day long; 
      we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
How many did you see?  I counted 17.  Notice that Paul’s list includes things in this world (famine) as well as spiritual things (demons).  It begins with fairly tangible things—like danger—but as it continues becomes more expansive and fantastic:  the future, heights or depths.  Trouble is literally pressure.  Hardship is literally tight places.  What might Paul be thinking of when he mentions the sword?  Execution.  Martyrdom.  What might Paul mean by height and depth?  Take various answers.  What might Paul mean by powers?  Take various answers.  What isn’t included in Paul’s list?  Take various answers.  Nothing.  Paul says that there is not “anything” “in all creation” that “will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Nothing can separate us from His love.  Does that include death?  Of course.  Does it include our own sin?  Yes.  Why is this true?  Take various answers.  Because the love of God for us so far exceeds any other love that we know.  It is the kind of love that sends a son to die for an enemy.  Because the love of God so far exceeds anything that comes against it.  
In verse 36 Paul appeals to Old Testament, quoting Psalm 44:33, to underscore the truth that suffering is not an unexpected novelty for God’s people. God's children have always been called to suffer for His sake, but in Christ such sufferings become stepping stones on the pathway to glory (Romans 5:1-5, 8:17-23). And so believers should not be surprised when they have to endure suffering for the sake of Christ.  

Then, in verse 37 he says, “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”  Shall any of these things separate us from the love of God?  No, says Paul:  when we experience trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword, we do more than just endure—we triumph!  The word translated “conqueror” literally means to conquer, overcome, win the victory.  It is modified with the prefix huper (from which we get our word hyper) meaning extreme, beyond, to a greater degree.  It describes one who is super-victorious, who wins more than an ordinary victory, and who is overpowering in achieving abundant victory. It describes a lopsided victory in which the enemy or opponent is completely routed. This is not the language of conceit, but of confidence in Christ. Christ’s love conquered death, and because of His love, we are can be more than conquerors through Him.  What do you think Paul has in mind when he says that we are “more than conquerors?”  Take various answers.  That ultimately our victory over these things—the glory that will be revealed in us—will so overshadow and outshine them that they will seem like vanquishes, defeated, humility enemies.  What wonderful things we have to look forward to!

Well, that’s it for Chapter 8.  Next week we’ll do a quick review of the entire chapter, and then move ahead into Chapters 9 and 10.
Why do these things make us “more than conquerors?” Take various answers.  Because rather than separating us from Christ, they draw us closer to him. They make us cling harder. They scare us and make us run to him. When we are independent and think we can make it on our own, these things strike, and we start whimpering and running for home, and we cling all the closer. We can never be defeated then, so we are more than conquerors. 
The writer of Hebrews expressed it this way in Hebrews 7:24: “because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.”  
