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Romans 10
Three weeks ago we began looking at a new section of Romans that covers chapters 9, 10, and 11.  In these chapters, Paul explains God’s plan and provision concerning the Jews, His chosen people and addresses a very important objection to everything he’s been saying thus far in the book:  What about God’s promises to Israel?  

Chapters 9 through 11 can be divided into three sections.  In the first, which begins in Chapter 9 verse 1 and continues through verse 29, Paul explains the absolute sovereignty of God.  The “theme” verse for this section would probably be 9:15-16, “‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’  16It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy.”
We’ve been considering the second part of this section of Romans, which covers Chapter 9 verse 30 through the end of Chapter 10, for the last couple of weeks.  In this section, Paul addresses Israel’s responsibility for responding to the call of God.  This section begins

30What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. 
Despite all of the blessings and privileges God had poured out on Israel—despite his mercy toward them and patience with them—Israel as a nation has not received the Messiah.  Why not? Verse 32 says, “Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works.”  The Jews tried to attain righteousness through their own effort, but were unable to do so; the Gentiles did not try to attain it, but yet, through the grace of God, obtained it as a gift.  
In verse 1 of Chapter 10, Paul repeats his desire to see the Israelites saved.  He then says, “I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge.”  As a result, Paul goes on to say, “3Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness.”  Because the Jews did not—or would not—understand the truth of the gospel of salvation by grace through faith, they “did not submit” to God’s righteousness and “sought to establish their own” through obedience to the law.
But, Paul says, that’s not the path to true righteousness—true righteousness is found only through Christ, who “is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.”  Paul’s saying that, by perfectly fulfilling the law, Christ has made it possible for anyone who believes to obtain righteousness. The law has been abolished by Christ as a condition for achieving righteousness—instead of attaining righteousness through law (which is impossible) we can now obtain it through faith in Christ.
Next, we looked at verses 5 through 7, which say,

5Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who does these things will live by them."[a] 6But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'[b]" (that is, to bring Christ down) 7"or 'Who will descend into the deep?'[c]" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 

Paul’s basic point in these verses is to contrast salvation by law—an impossibly difficult task, because in order to be saved by the law a man must “live by it;” that is, keep it perfectly—with the easier requirements of faith.  The law demands perfect obedience, but faith requires no such impossibilities:  it “is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach.”   It doesn’t require us to ascend to heaven or descend into the deep.  
As I was reflecting on these verses this week I realized that I had missed something really important about what Paul is saying here.  Let me show it to you.  Paul says, “the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down).”  Who is it who has the power to send Christ down?  Only God the Father.  Paul also says, “or 'Who will descend into the deep?" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead)?”  Again, who alone has the power to raise Christ from the dead?  God the Father.  No man can do these things.  But, have they been done?  Yes.  Who has done them?  Who has sent Christ down and who has raised him up?  God.  And so, Paul is drawing a contrast here between salvation by grace, which is dependent only on God’s work, and salvation by law, which requires that “The man who does these things will live by them.”  
No, according to Moses and Paul, salvation by grace is easy, because “the word is very near you.”  What Paul calls the “the word of faith” in verse 8—the Gospel—is easily accessible.  All that is required is that  
you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
And what is the effect of belief and confession?
11As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 12For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."
What does it mean that “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame?”  Take various answers.  We’ll never be embarrassed to have put our trust in Jesus.  He will never disappoint us or let us down.  Can any other thing in which we might place our trust promise that we’ll never be put to shame?  No.  Only Jesus can promise that “anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  To whom does God promise this assurance?  Paul says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame” and “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”—“Jew and Gentile” alike.  Does this mean that everyone will be saved?  No—only those who call on His name.  Does it mean that anyone can be saved?  Take various answers.  No.  God is sovereign:  “He will have mercy on whom (He has) mercy, and (He) will have compassion on whom (He has) compassion.”  Those on whom God has mercy will turn to him, call on His name, put their trust in him, and will be saved.  Those God does not choose remain dead in their sins, slaves to their desires, enemies of God.  They will never, without his mercy, turn to him or call on his name, so they will never be saved.  
But—and this is huge but—we don’t know and can’t know who is who.  We have no way to know on whom God is pouring out his mercy and on whom he is not.  And so?  It is our responsibility to share the gospel of truth with everyone.  Because we don’t know who has been chosen for life and who has not, we share the good news we have received with everyone.  That’s what Paul emphasizes next, in verses 14 and 15
14How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"[g] 

These few sentences are the strongest endorsement of and encouragement for missions in the Scripture.  Paul makes his point through a series of rhetorical questions.  He says, anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved, but before anyone can call on him they must believe in him, and before anyone can believe in him they must have heard him.  How do they hear?  Someone preaches.  And who preaches?  Someone who has been sent to preach.  Paul here has in mind specifically the Jews—recall that in this whole section he’s dealing with the problem of the unbelief of the Jews—but the passage really applies to all missions.  It lays out the model of missions that we still use today:  churches sending preachers to proclaim Christ to those who do not know him.  Although Paul presents the list in reverse order, the actual sequence of events is:

Sending > Preaching > Hearing > Believing > Calling > Salvation

Paul says, “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?”  What is calling?  What does it mean to call on him?  Take various answers.  Crying out to him for mercy.  Calling on him to save us.  Calling on Him to become our Lord.  Calling is similar to confessing—it is personal communication between the believer and God.  Which comes first, calling or believing?  According to Paul, first we believe, then we call.  
Notice that the NIV says, “how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard.”  The literal translation of this verse would be “how can they believe in the one whom they have not heard”—no “of.”  The point is that it is Jesus himself who speaks to the individual.  First Jesus speaks to the individual, and then the individual responds.  It is hearing Him, not of Him, that leads to belief.  Although the words may be spoken by a preacher, what is preached are Jesus’ words.  
Paul makes this clear in verse 17, where he says, 
17Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.
What is the source of faith?  Paul says it comes from “hearing the message.” What is “the message?”  God’s word.  The gospel.  We know from Ephesians 2:8-9 that faith is a gift:

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast.

Saving faith is a gift from God, a gift we receive through the preaching of the gospel—what Paul called “the word of faith” in verse 8 and calls here “the word of Christ.”  It is Christ’s word—the scripture, and especially the NT—that has the power to save us.  Why do you think Paul says “hearing?”  Why not, reading? It’s figurative.  “Hearing” encompasses any method of receiving the word.  But, as a first century man, Paul would have understood that most people who not have read the word but heard it.  While there were people who could read, the ordinary first-century citizen depended rather on being able to hear something.  
Paul says, “15And how can they preach unless they are sent?”  Who is it who sends?  At one level, it is the church.  One of the things I love about SECC is that we are committed to being a sending church.  Our members are scattered around the world, and many of you have gone out to preach the word on short term trips.  But more fundamentally, it is God who sends.  God calls certain people into the work of preaching his word.  It’s like Jesus said in Matthew 9:  “37Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’”  You’ve heard me say it before, but one of the many things about God that absolutely amazes me is that he is willing to share his most important work—the work of taking his gospel to the world—with people like us.  
Verse 15 quotes Isaiah 52:7, “As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’”  Why are those who bring the “good news” beautiful?  Take various answers.  Because the message they bring—the “good news”—is the most beautiful message in the world.  In the original context, Isaiah is picturing a runner appearing on the hills to announce the fall of the people’s enemies and the triumph of God’s people.  The ancient rabbis recognized this as prophesy, with the “runner” being the herald of the Messiah, the one who would free his people from captivity.  And isn’t that what missionaries are to those who have never heard the gospel?  Heralds of the Messiah?  
In verse 16 Paul refocuses his thinking on the Jews.  As he did in Chapter 9, he’s going to wrap up Chapter 10, and this section of the letter, with several quotes from the OT that support and strengthen his position.  He begins, 
16But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our message?”
As we’ve already seen, in verse 17 Paul says, “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”  So, he says, if faith comes by hearing, and the Israelites have not believed, then perhaps they have not heard the message?
18But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: 

   "Their voice has gone out into all the earth, 
      their words to the ends of the world."[i] 
No, Paul says, they’ve heard.  The quote in verse 18 is from Psalm 19:4.  If you were to look this up, you would see that the passage says,

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; 
       the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 
       night after night they display knowledge. 

 3 There is no speech or language 
       where their voice is not heard. [a] 

 4 Their voice [b] goes out into all the earth, 
       their words to the ends of the world. 

Does it seem to you that Paul might be taking liberties using it to prove his point here?  This passage speaks of God’s general revelation through nature to all mankind, not his specific revelation to the Jews.  Why does Paul use it to prove the point that the Jews have heard the gospel?  Take various answers.  Different commentators handle this in different ways.  Some think that Paul is using the passage to show that, just as God’s general revelation has gone out to the whole world, so too has his apostolic revelation been taken to the entire known world, including the Jews.   Others believe that by quoting the first part of Psalm 19, which refers to God’s general revelation, Paul intended to remind his readers of the later part of the same Psalm, which deals with God’s special revelation to the Jews:

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, 
       reviving the soul. 
       The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, 
       making wise the simple. 

 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, 
       giving joy to the heart. 
       The commands of the LORD are radiant, 
       giving light to the eyes. 

 9 The fear of the LORD is pure, 
       enduring forever. 
       The ordinances of the LORD are sure 
       and altogether righteous. 

 10 They are more precious than gold, 
       than much pure gold; 
       they are sweeter than honey, 
       than honey from the comb. 

 11 By them is your servant warned; 
       in keeping them there is great reward. 

The point is that, if God’s character is known throughout the world to those who have only his general revelation, how much better should he and his gospel be known by those to whom he has specially revealed himself?

Moving on to verse 19, Paul wonders, if they’ve heard but have not believed, perhaps the problem is that they have not understood.  To prove that they have, he quotes a passage, Deuteronomy 32:21 1, that speaks of the Jew’s envy of the Gentiles.  He says,
19Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, 

   "I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; 
      I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding."[j] 
What is Paul’s point?  Why does the Jews’ envy of the Gentiles demonstrate that they have understood the gospel?  Take various answers.   The point here is to show that the Jews’ envy of the Gentiles demonstrates that they understood the gospel that had been preached to them.  If they did not understand the gospel, Paul is arguing, then why does it bother them so much that the Gentiles have received it?  If the gospel had no truth in it, then they could right off the Gentile’s acceptance of it as just more gentile foolishness.  But their passionate and even violent response to the gospel shows that they knew that understood it to be not a contradiction of Judaism but a fulfillment of it.  

Next, in verse 20 and 21, Paul quotes twice from Psalm 65.   First, he says,
20And Isaiah boldly says,


   "I was found by those who did not seek me; 
      I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me."[k] 
How does this verse support Paul’s claim that the Jews understood what they have heard?  Take various answers.  It’s a little hard to understand, but I think Paul’s point is that the Jews should have known, based on passages like this one, that God would reach out to and save the Gentiles.  Thus, instead of feeling envy and anger when the Gentiles began to receive the gospel, they should have seen it as a fulfillment of their own prophesy, and thus should have reconsidered their rejection of the gospel.   They knew that God would save the gentiles, but when it began to happen, they chose to ignore it.  Instead of seeing God at work in the salvation of the Gentiles, the Jews allowed their contempt for the Gentiles to further separate them from the truth of the Gospel. 
In verse 21, Paul says,

21But concerning Israel he says, 

   "All day long I have held out my hands 
      to a disobedient and obstinate people."

Why have the Jews not received the gospel?  Because of misunderstanding?  No, but because they were “a disobedient and obstinate people.”  They knew enough to understand, but instead of receiving what they had been given, they stubbornly rejected it.  The word translated “disobedient” here is a compound word that means literally “without persuade” and coveys the idea of not allowing one’s self to be persuaded. It describes one who refuses to be persuaded and so to willfully and perversely disbelieve. It conveys an attitude of unbelief and involves deliberate disobedience or conscious resistance to authority. The word translated obstinate means literally to “speak against” or to “speak instead.”   It conveys the idea of opposing another, declining to obey him, declaring one’s self against another or refusing to have anything to do with Him. Both words are in the present tense, indicating that it was Israel's habitual practice year after year, in the face of God's lovingkindnesses and persistent seeking, to refuse him.

It’s interesting to look at the original context of the quotes in verses 20 and 21.  Here’s Isaiah 65:1-5:

1 "I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; 
       I was found by those who did not seek me. 
       To a nation that did not call on my name, 
       I said, 'Here am I, here am I.' 

 2 All day long I have held out my hands 
       to an obstinate people, 
       who walk in ways not good, 
       pursuing their own imaginations- 

 3 a people who continually provoke me 
       to my very face, 
       offering sacrifices in gardens 
       and burning incense on altars of brick; 

 4 who sit among the graves 
       and spend their nights keeping secret vigil; 
       who eat the flesh of pigs, 
       and whose pots hold broth of unclean meat; 

 5 who say, 'Keep away; don't come near me, 
       for I am too sacred for you!' 
       Such people are smoke in my nostrils, 
       a fire that keeps burning all day. 

About whom is Isaiah speaking here?  The Gentiles or the Jews?  Take various answers.   Clearly, Isaiah was speaking primarily of the Jews.  Why else speak of eating the flesh of pigs and offering sacrifices in gardens?  Ultimately, though, it can be said of both the Jews and the Gentiles that they did ask for or seek not seek God.   In the case of Israel, the phrase “that did not call on my name” is a reference to their continual sin and disobedience, chronicled in the rest of the passage; in the case of the Gentiles, the phrase “that did not call on my name” is a more literal expression of their ignorance and disinterest toward God.  
In Romans, Paul applies verse 1 of Isaiah 65 to the Gentiles and then in verse 21 uses verse 2 of the same passage as though it was about the Israelites.  Either way, though, notice something:  who is it that does the seeking?  God!  Paul says, “To a nation that did not call on my name, I said, ‘Here am I, here am I’” and “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.”  All who are saved—Jews and Gentiles alike—are saved by God’s grace in accordance with his sovereign will.  We do not seek Him, but thankfully, in his mercy, he seeks us.   “It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy.”  Praise be to Him for his amazing love and grace!  
In Chapter 9, we spoke a great deal about God’s sovereignty.  We said that God is sovereign and that he can choose whoever he wants to the object of his mercy.  We even said that, because God is sovereign, his will is irresistible.  Yet hear we see the Jews refusing to accept the message that God has mercifully presented to them. The image of verse 21 is that of a loving God reaching out to his chosen people, who obstinately and stubbornly refuse him.  Well which is it?  Is God’s will sovereign or man’s?  How could the Israelites resist God’s entreaties?  Discuss.  Both men and God have will.  Salvation evidently involves an interaction of both.  Ultimately, though, God’s will shall prevail.  It he wants someone to be saved, he will be. In the case of Israel, God permits them to resist him for time.  Ultimately, they will submit to him.  
Next week we’ll begin looking at the third subsection of this part of Romans, which covers Chapter 11.  In this section, Paul explains God’s merciful purpose toward his disobedient people Israel.  In it will we read:  “Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy…”  See you next time. 
