Intro to Six week series: 
Worldview:


Over the next few weeks we are going to do whirlwind look at Worldviews and Christian apologetics. Now, I have promised that I would attempt to talk slowly…which means for the next few weeks I will have to put on hold one of the foundational believes of my worldview andt that is….Life is short; so talk fast. This will be an informative time as well as a practicum. Hopefully I will be exposing you to some data and concepts you haven’t really thought of before, or perhaps just reminding you of things you already know, but were not real sure how to express.  I also want this to be in part a practicum. What do I mean by that? I hope to give us some tools to better analyze various truth claims, worldviews prevalent in our culture, and, help us better engage others with the truth claims of the Christian worldview. Now I purposely did not say that I want to teach truth and also be practical, the idea that those two things are separate is a pet peeve of mine…truth is always practical if we take the time to ponder it. Truth, particularly biblical and theological truth, puts us into contact with reality…what could be more practical than reality. However I do acknowledge that in our information saturated culture and fast pace lives we have grown out of the habit of careful reflection, and at times feel overwhelmed with information overload. So hopefully, over the next few weeks in addition to looking at truth claims we will gain some tools on how to more effectively sort and test those truth claims in an efficient manner so as to help us discern truth from error. Christ said that the truth would set us free…but how do we adjudicate, or judge between all the various truth claims that are out there? Over the next few weeks we will learn some truth testing principles and practice using them as we look at the different worldviews. So enough of long introductions, let’s get started. 
There are competing worldviews. It should be obvious to all that we live in a pluralistic society, a society with more than one view of reality. Though it is popular to say that all of these different views are equally valid, what is popular is not necessarily rational or helpful. All worldviews are not anymore equally valid than all scientific theories are equally valid. Some views are belief worthy and some are not…in other words some beliefs are true and some are false.  
The key to unlocking the maze of competing worldviews, therefore, is to know the truth. Usually when I teach this series I do a whole lesson on the knowability of truth. It may seem that such a thing is straight forward but to many postmodern thinkers it is not (or so they claim until you try to relativize their bank accounts not in their favor). Most thinkers still adhere to the Correspondence theory of truth. If my truth-claim, for example, that there are 53 people in this room corresponds to the actual number of people in the room then what I say is true…it corresponds to reality. Likewise if I claim that Jesus rose from the dead, that claim is true if in fact Jesus did rise…if it corresponds to the actual events in Jerusalem in the year c.33 A.D. To any postmodern or emergent church folks who have a problem with truth I would suggest they do a word study from the Bible…it would be virtually impossible for an honest interpreter to say that the concept of Truth was not central to a biblical faith. To any postmodern Christian or to many in the Emergent Church I would encourage them to check out what the Bible says about Truth, and to think hard about adopting any worldview that does not underscore its importance. Jesus on more than one occasion made it clear just how important Truth is. 
 
  So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32  and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." John 8:31-32

Jesus said" for this reason I was born and for this reason I came into the world. To testify to the truth.” John18:37
Because of truth's objectivity, availability, and knowability-the failure to seek it dooms an individual to live an inauthentic life that has monumental consequences now and forevermore.” Kenneth Richard Samples

We are called to be ambassadors who proclaim that truth to the world. However we live in a skeptical world. We can’t expect people to uncritically accept our truth claims. As part of our being set apart (sanctification), we need to be ready and able to both defend (apologia) Christianity’s truth claims against attacks (negative apologetics), and give an account/reasons why someone should believe (positive apologetics) Christian truth claims in a pluralistic world. 
…but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; I Peter 3:15 Notice that the concept of giving an apology does not suggest that this is some special ministry of the few, but is integral to our sanctification…to our being set apart to God. 

  Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. Jude 3 Again, we see that contending for the faith is not just part of our calling as followers of Christ. I hope to show as we go along that this is easier than you think. It does require commitment, but you do not have to be a Dr. William Lane Craig or a Paul Copan or Lee Strobal to do so. 
“All thinking men are atheists.” Ernest Hemingway. 
Q. Why would Ernest Hemingway say such a thing? 
-Maybe religious people have in part earned the idea that they are not thinking people. There was an anti-intellectual bias in the church for a season which we have hopefully come out of, or are coming out of. Perhaps Ernie had some difficult questions and the religious people he came into contact with had not answers or pat or overly simplistic answers. How many Christians today could answer Hemingway’s question….why would God allow the horrors of trench warfare and the civilian casualties in WW I. Why should he adopt the Christian worldview when two supposedly Christian nations Austria and Italy were trying to destroy one another?  Why believe the Bible when the colonial troops he came into contact with devoutly believed the Koran?

We need to be able to answer question like this….particularly as parents of children growing up in a post-Christian culture. Dr. William Lane Craig makes this point: He speaks of many parents who come to him after he has given a lecture and say…

"If only you'd been here two or three years ago! Our son [or our daughter] had questions about the faith which no one in the church could answer, and now he's lost his faith and is far from the Lord." It just breaks my heart to meet parents like this. Unfortunately, their experience is not unusual. In high school and college Christian teenagers are intellectually assaulted with every manner of non-Christian worldview coupled with an overwhelming relativism. If parents are not intellectually engaged with their faith and do not have sound arguments for Christian theism and good answers to their children's questions, then we are in real danger of losing our youth. It's no longer enough to teach our children Bible stories; they need doctrine and apologetics. Frankly, I find it hard to understand how people today can risk parenthood without having studied apologetics. Unfortunately, our churches have largely dropped the ball in this area. It's insufficient for youth groups and Sunday school classes to focus on entertainment and simpering devotional thoughts. We've got to train our kids for war.”
“Only 2% of evangelical students know why they believe.”
The Christian worldview is the way God views the world.


We need to understand that worldviews (what and why we believe) are critical …but before we move on lets define our term worldview (we have already defined apologetics)

A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, that can be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions (assumptions which may be true, partially true or entirely false) which we hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) about the basic constitution of reality, and that provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being. James Sire


Perhaps an easier way of getting a handle on this is to look at the important questions every worldview needs to answer. 
1. From where did I come?
2. Why is there such a mess in the world?
3. What hope do I have?
4. What is my purpose in life?
5. What happens when I die?
These are very important questions….and it is our worldviews that primarily serve as the foundation from which we answer these questions.

Q. For example…why is it significant and what can be the consequences of how we answer question 1? (Hitler…natural selection, and Mother Teresa viewing the very poorest and weakest among us as precious in God’s sight). What about question 5? 
Every worldview needs to be able to answer these questions. How well a worldview answers these questions should play a large role in the belief worthiness of that worldview. We will look the criteria for determining this as we go along. The Five major worldviews prevalent in our world are:
1. Theism

2. Secular Humanism/Naturalism

3. Postmodernism

4. Pantheistic Monism

5. Spiritism

We will spend most of our time on the first three or four. 

Before we can compare Christian theism to the other worldviews we need to review the basics of the Christian worldview: First the Christian worldview is an open system, where God can be involved with his creation (slide). It a worldview where God communicates to humanity through his word and where the central figure of our faith and worldview is the person of Jesus Christ. The Christian worldview focuses on how Christ’s death on a cross (slide) reconciles man and God. 
We will be looking at Christian theism, understanding that there are more than one theistic worldview. 
Theism: Christianity, Judaism and Islam. 
Classic Christian Theism: Key characteristics

· The Bible is the Inspired Inerrant word of God. 

· God created the Universe and everything in it.

· God is a personal being. One God three persons
· Human beings are sinful from birth.

· Relationship between God and Man is only restored through the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.

· Salvation is a gift of God, not based on works. 

· Believers are called to imitate God in their life.
How does he Christian worldview answer the five life Questions? 
1. From where did I come? God created ex-nihilo all that there is. 
2. Why is there such a mess in the world? Humanity rebelled/sinned against God. This upset our relationship with God and with one-another. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Rom. 3:23 
3. What hope do I have? That this relationship can be restored through our Lord Jesus Christ, and that God is sovereign and ultimately His grace and justice will prevail. 
4. What is my purpose in life? To serve and love God…To love God, and to love my neighbor as myself. To be a part of living out and promoting the advancement of God’s kingdom. 
5. What happens when I die? For the redeemed, eternal joy with God in heaven. “For it is appointed for men to die once and then comes judgment.” Heb. 9:27. For those who reject God’s grace “These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,” II Thessalonians 1:9. 
A grounded understanding of the Christian worldview is critical if we are to constructively engage those who hold different worldviews. It is also critical if we are to have the type of cultural impact we need to make a strategic difference in our world. 
By knowing and living out the Christian worldview we will be able to defend our faith when it is challenged.

By sharing this with our children we can strengthen the next generation to be powerful change agents for the kingdom.  (Share story about pantheism). 
Next few weeks: A quick look at the other worldviews; how to test worldview truth claims: How to defend and support the reliability of the Bible; The historical evidence for the Resurrection, The classic Christian conception of God, compared to other worldviews, perhaps a quick look on how to winsomely engage critics. 
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