Couples for Christ
March 28, 2010

Jonah Quiz
1) Who wrote the book of Jonah?

It has long been assumed that the book was written by Jonah himself, but the many similarities between Jonah and the narratives of Elijah and Elisha recorded in 1 and 2 Kings, and the use of third person in the account of Jonah—“The word of the Lord came to Jonah…” instead of “the word for the Lord came to me…”—suggest that it may have been produced by the same writer or writers of those accounts.  Either way, though, tthe story is clearly Jonah’s.
2) Who is the main character in the book of Jonah?

God.  He has the first word in the book, and the last, and is the main actor behind everything that happens in the story.

3) Jonah is identified in Chapter 1 as “Jonah, son of Ammitai.”  What does the name Jonah mean?  What does Ammitai mean?

Jonah means “dove.”

Ammitai means “truth.”

4) In Chapter 1, verse 1, God tells Jonah to “go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it…”  List at least 3 other examples in scripture when God tells people to “Go?”
Abram, Genesis 12

Moses, Exodus 3

Isaiah, Isaiah 6

The Apostles (and by extension, all believers), Matthew 28

5) Chapter 3 verse 3 says “Nineveh was a very important city—a visit required three days.” What does “a visit required three days” mean?

Commentators differ on what that phrase, “a visit required three days” means.  Some say that idea was that the city was so large that to visit every neighborhood—every corner of he city—would require three days.  Others think it means that three days were required to walk around the city.  While the city walls were just 8 miles in length—you could walk that in less than a day—Nineveh proper was the center of a metropolis that included five surrounding cities.  Taken together the entire metro area was 60 miles in circumference and would have required roughly 3 days to walk around.  

6) Chapter 4 verse 11 says, “Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left.”  What does “people who cannot tell their right hand from their left” mean?
The reference to 120,000 who “cannot tell their right hand from their left” is almost certainly a reference to children who were too young—maybe just 3 or 4—to know which hand is which.   A city with 120,000 children under the age of 4 would have a total population of at least one million.
7) Why did Jonah refuse to go to Nineveh?

He hated the Assyrians.

He was afraid.

He was angry that God would extend mercy and grace to pagans.

8) Roughly where is Tarshish?  Why did Jonah pick that destination?

Tarshish is in Spain at the western end of the Mediterranean sea.  It is as far as Jonah could go away from Nineveh in the world he knew.

9) Chapter 1 verse 4 says that “Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break up.”  Was the storm evidence of God’s wrath or his grace?
It’s both, but ultimately it is a manifestation of his grace.  God is unwilling to allow Jonah to continue in disobedience and so sends a storm to bring his rebellion to an end.

10) Name at least 3 ways that God “intervenes” with his created world in the book of Jonah.
Intervenes in Jonah’s life

Intervenes in the lives of the sailors

Intervenes in the lives of the Ninevites

“Sent” a storm

“Prepares” a fish

“Prepares” the vine

“Prepares the worm

“Prepares” a scorching wind

Some people will say that God is a watchmaker who created the universe, wound it up, and now has stepped aside to allow it to run.  They would argue that God has no dynamic role in the world or in our lives.   But the story of Jonah shows that not only is God involved—he’s involved in every detail!

11) Describe the spiritual journey of the sailors described in Chapter 2

· They begin as nominal pagans.  They don’t really care about “religion” until the storm comes.  
· When the storm comes, they become devout, calling out to their gods.  They are still pagans, but now they’re devout pagans.  
· After Jonah tells them who he is, and introduces them to Yahweh, they become devout monotheists.  They stop crying out to their gods and cry out only to the one true God.  
· After they see God calm the storm, they become devout believers.  

12) When we read in Chapter 2 verse 16 that the mean “greatly feared” the Lord, does that mean the same thing as when we read earlier that they were “afraid” and “terrified?”  
Terror has turned into wonder and amazement.  In verse 16, they are not so much afraid as they are in awe.  They’re experiencing what David describes in Psalm 130:

3 If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, 
       O Lord, who could stand? 

 4 But with you there is forgiveness; 
       therefore you are feared. 

13) List five things Jonah describes that happened to him after he was thrown overboard.  Taken together, what do these things describe?

The currents swirled about me (v3) 

All your waves and breakers swept over me (v3)

Banished from God’s sight (v4)

The engulfing waters threatened me (v5)

The deep surrounded me (v5)

Seaweed was wrapped around my head (v5)

To the roots of the mountains I sank down (v6)

The earth beneath barred me in forever (v6)

My life was ebbing away (v7)


He’s drowning!

14) According to chapter 2, what does Jonah do when his life was ebbing away?  What is God’s response?

According to verse 2,

       "In my distress I called to the LORD, 
       and he answered me. 
       From the depths of the grave I called for help, 
       and you listened to my cry.

Likewise, in verse 7 Jonah says,

 7 "When my life was ebbing away, 
       I remembered you, LORD, 
       and my prayer rose to you, 
       to your holy temple. 
And at verse 6:

 6 To the roots of the mountains I sank down; 
       the earth beneath barred me in forever. 
       But you brought my life up from the pit, 
       O LORD my God. 
15) What impact does God’s grace toward Jonah have on Jonah?
Jonah’s understanding of religion—particularly his own religion—is changed.  He says, in verse 9,

Salvation comes from the Lord.

Jonah has known all along that God is a God of grace, but he only discovers in the belly of the whale his own personal need for God’s grace.  

He repents.  He agrees to do what God has asked him to do.  Verse 9 says

 9 But I, with a song of thanksgiving, 
       will sacrifice to you. 
       What I have vowed I will make good. 
       Salvation comes from the LORD."

16) Chapter 2 verse 8 says, “Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs.”  Who do you think Jonah has in mind when he speaks of “Those?”

· Perhaps the pagan sailors

· Certainly the Ninevites

· Probably himself as well.

17) Chapter 2 verse 9 says, “9 But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make good."  When Jonah says that he “will sacrifice to you,” what kind of sacrifice does he have in mind?  Why does he say he will sacrifice “with a song of thanksgiving?”  
Maybe he’s thinking of returning to Jerusalem and offering sacrifices at the Temple.  More likely, he is expressing his willingness to sacrifice himself for the Ninevites.  Even if going to Nineveh costs Jonah his life, he’s now willing to go.  

Jonah is thankful because…

· his life has been spared.  

· he has experienced God’s grace.  

· he has been restored into fellowhip with God.  

18)  In Chapter 3, verses 1 and 2, God gives Jonah a second chance.  Name at least three other Biblical figures who received second chances from God.

· Peter

· Moses

· John Mark

· Jacob

· Abraham

19)   Why does Jonah obey God the second time he is instructed to go to Nineveh?

· His heart has been changed

· He doesn’t want to end up in the fish again!
20) Specifically, how did the Ninevites react to Jonah’s sermon?  How many of the people took part in these activities?

· They believed.

· They fasted. 

· The put on sackcloth—including the King.  

· The King sat down in the dust.  

· They “called urgently on God.”  

· They repented—the king commands them to “give up their evil ways and their violence”

All of them!  Verse 5 says that “all of them” participated in the fast, “from the greatest (the king) to the least;” in verse 7 the King says “do not let any man… “eat or drink;”  verse 8 says, “let everyone call urgently on God.”  

21) Chapter 3 verse 10 explains two things God saw that caused him to relent from sending destruction on the city.  What are the two things?  Which is the most important?  How are they related?  

He saw their deeds.  He saw that their hearts had chanced.  The repentance is more important, but the outward behavior is a sign of, a demonstration of, the inner change.   Ultimately, the inner change is what matters, but inner change will always be accompanied by a change in behavior as well.

22) Give one piece of evidence that the Ninevites’ repentance was real. 

Jesus thought it was!  Here’s what Jesus had to say about this incident in Matthew 12:41:  

41The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.

23) Chapter 4 verse says “But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry.”  Why does Jonah become angry when the Ninevites repent and God relents?

Jonah wanted Nineveh to be destroyed.  For one thing, Jonah really hates the Ninevites.  His hatred may have been based on nationalism, religious intolerance, or it may have been personal, but from the beginning of the story its been clear that Jonah does not like these people.  Jonah may also have been concerned about his reputation as a prophet.  Having prophesied destruction, would people think he was a false prophet if God did not destroy Nineveh?  Or maybe, a prophet of Israel,  Jonah was afraid that he would be accused by his countrymen of aiding and abetting the enemy—of using his connection with God in a way beneficial to the enemies of Israel.  And how about this:  Do you think Jonah may think that God has been suckered—that he’s a bleeding heart?  That He never really intended to bring judgment on the city, but just talked a good fight.  Then, and the first sign of a little fasting and sackcloth, He wimps out.  

24) Chapter 4 verse 2 lists Jonah’s accusations against God.  Of what does he accuse God? But why is Jonah really angry with God?
· Gracious

· Compassionate

· slow to anger

· Abounding in love

· A God who holds back from judgment  

But Jonah is really angry because God didn’t do what Jonah wanted.  

25) Chapter 4 verses 10 and 11 say
10 But the LORD said, "You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight.  11 But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?"

Explain how God uses the contrast between Jonah’s relationship with the vine and God’s relationship with Nineveh to explain his concern for the city.  
The plant was temporary, but the people are eternal; the plant was of little value, but people are of great value.  Jonah didn’t make the plant, but he loved it; God made the people of Nineveh and he loved them far more.  Given all of that, is there any wonder that God was “concerned about that great city?”
26) Bonus question:  List at least three ways that Jonah is a “type” of Christ.
· Just as Christ joined himself with us by coming to earth to live as a man, so also Jonah joined the sailors on the boat.  
· Just as Christ offered himself as a sacrifice to save us, so Jonah offers himself to the sailors as a sacrifice to save them from the storm.  
· Jonah’s three days and three nights in the whale presage the death, burial, and resurrection, of Christ.  
· Jonah’s ministry to the gentiles in Nineveh prophesies Jesus’ role as Messiah to the Gentiles
