Review Anchors:

The Christian worldview is the way God views the world.
 Everyone has a worldview.
 The Bible is Reliable
Five Major Worldviews

Four Deadly Questions
 Resurrection Notes:. Much of what follows comes from The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus by Habermas and Licona. 
Anchor of the Week: Jesus died and rose again.
Jesus Resurrection is a crucial issue. Why? 

· The New Testament writers saw the resurrection as the focal point of their teaching.

· Paul wrote in 1 Cor.15, if Jesus did not rise from the dead Christianity is false.
· Jesus asserted that he was speaking truth from God. Anyone can claim anything.

· The Resurrection is the test by which we could know Jesus was telling the truth.Ro1:4

· Such a historical test is unique to Christianity
1 Cor.15:3-7written about 54/55AD
Read verse: For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born
1 Cor.15:14-19
Read Verse: And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all
The Test:
· It is not a simplistic proof as some other religions:

1. Muslims tell us to follow Islam because only God could have written the Quran. (subjective)

2. Mormons tell us to read their book” The Book of Mormon” with an open mind and ask God to show you if it is true and He will confirm it. (subjective)
The Test
1. Either Jesus rose from the dead confirming his claims of divinity or he was a fraud. This external test does not negate the inward assurance that Christians believe comes from God it substantiates it.

Did this event really happen? How do we know? 
Principles for Historical Research

1. Multiple independent sources support historical claims.

2. Attestation by an enemy supports historical claims.

3. Embarrassing admissions support historical claims.

4. Eyewitness testimony supports historical claims.

5. Early testimony supports historical claims.

The Minimal Facts Approach:

This approach considers only those data that are so strongly attested historically that they are granted by nearly every scholar who studies the subject, even the rather skeptical ones. 

1. The data are strongly evidenced.

2. The data are granted by virtually all scholars on the subject, even the skeptical ones. 

Facts Accepted by nearly all scholars (even the skeptical ones:

1. Jesus died by crucifixion.   
2. Jesus’ disciples believed he rose and appeared to them. 

3. The church persecutor Paul was suddenly changed.

4. The skeptic James, brother of Jesus, was suddenly changed. 

5. The tomb was empty. (This is only about 75% of the scholars investigated). So this we will not yet consider as a minimal fact). 

 Facts Accepted by nearly all scholars (Jesus died by crucifixion)
Christian Sources (as literary/historical sources)

· The Four Gospels

· Paul’s testimony 

· Early Creed (I Cor. 15:3-5) Date 54 A.D

· Apostolic Fathers (Clement of Rome, Polycarp)

Non-Christian Sources 

· Josephus: “When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by men of the highest standing amongst us, had him condemned to be crucified. 
· Tacitus. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilate, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome…
· Lucian: Greek satirist: “The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day-the distinguished personage who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that account.” 
· Mara Bar Serapion: “Or what advantage came to the Jews by the murder of their Wise King, seeing that from that very time their kingdom was driving away from them?”
· Talmud: Does not mention the crucifixion but he does say that he “was hanged.” However being hung on a tree was a common expression that refereed to crucifixion.
Skeptics and liberal scholars: John Dominic Crossan: “That he was crucified is as sure as anything historical can ever be.” 
Facts Accepted by nearly all scholars (The Disciples believed He rose)
· They claimed it.

· They believed it.

· They were willing to suffer for it.

Additional support- Embarrassing testimony of the women being the first witnesses. Jewish writings attesting to this:
Sooner let the words of the Law be burnt than delivered to women.” Talmud, Sotah 19a.

Any evidence which a women gives is not valid (to offer), also they are not valid to offer. This is equivalent to saying that one who is Rabbinically accounted a robber is qualified to give the same evidence as a woman. Talmud, Rosh Hashannah 1.8

But let not the testimony of women be admitted, on account of the levity and boldness of their sex, nor let servants be admitted to testimony on account of the ignobility of their soul; since it is probable that they may not speak the truth, either out of hope for gain, or fear of punishment. Josephus, Antiquities, 4.8.15. 
Liberal or non-Christian scholars say…
Rudolf Bultmann said that historical criticism can establish “the fact that the first disciples came to believe in the resurrection.” 
Atheist scholar Bert Ludemann: “It can be taken as historically certain that Peter and the disciples had experiences after Jesus’ death in which Jesus appeared to them as the risen Christ.”
Paul Fredriksen of Boston University comments: “I know in their own terms what they saw was the raised Jesus. That’s what they say and then all the historic evidence we have afdterwards attest to their conviction that that’s what they saw. I’m not saying that they really did see the raised Jesus. I wasn’t there. I don’t know what they saw. But I do know that asa historian they must have seen something. 
Facts Accepted by nearly all scholars (The church persecutor Paul was suddenly changed)
· He was an enemy of the church.

· He wrote of his “shame” in his epistles.

· Known to be a persecutor by the church (Gal, etc.)

· Testimony of other writers: Luke, Clement of Rome, Polycarp, Tertullian, etc. 
Facts Accepted by nearly all scholars (The skeptic James, brother of Jesus, was suddenly changed)
· Skeptic before Resurrection. We read this in the Gospels….this would be an embarrassing admission and unlikely to be put in the Gospels if it was not true.   
· Early Creed reports appearances of risen Lord to James. I Cor. 15: 3-5
· Paul and Acts identify James as leader in the Church

· Martyrdom- Josephus, Hegesippus (Eusebius), Clement of Alexandria (Eusebius). Though some sections of Josephus are in doubt this section is accepted by many scholars. 
Facts Accepted by nearly all scholars (The tomb was found empty)
· Only 75% of scholars investigate support this.

· The Jewish authorities paid the soldiers to say the body was stolen.

· If the tomb was not empty, why did not the enemies of Christianity expose the fraud? 

· Are other explanations more plausible? 
Attempted Explanations:
· Unknown Tomb Theory 
· Hallucination Theory
· The Wrong Tomb Theory
· Stolen by Disciples
· Authorities Stole the Body
· The Resuscitation Theory 
        (Swoon Theory)
Principles for Historical Research
· Multiple independent sources support historical claims.

· Attestation by an enemy supports historical claims. 

· Embarrassing admissions support historical claims. 

· Eyewitness testimony supports historical claims.

· Early testimony supports historical claims
There is more evidence concerning Jesus Christ who lived 2000 years ago than there is about any other ancient historical fact or human figure.
Through the death and resurrection of  Jesus Christ, we see:
Christ’s love: Jesus had no obligation to die for sinners. We are guilty and deserve God’s wrath. But God demonstrates his love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8). 
Christ’s deity: Who has the power over life and death save God alone (Jn. 6:40. For this is the will of the Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day. )
Christ’s desire to have a relationship with us: 
Christ’s conquering death, which gives those who believe hope of eternal LIFE
Read Isaiah passage: (on PowerPoint slide). 
In Summary: 

· Simon Greenleaf the Harvard law professor who wrote the standard study of legal evidence, counted his own conversion to Christianity from his careful examination of the Gospel witnesses. He concluded that “copies which had been as universally received and acted upon as the four Gospels would have been received in evidence in any court of justice, without the slightest hesitation”  Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics

Aftermath of the Resurrection

· Changed lives of disciples

·  The Church began

· Celebration of Easter instead of Passover

Impact on you and me: 

· What happened on the cross reflects all the attributes and character of God. Know and understand the cross then… you will know God.
· Historic Christianity stands or falls on the historicity, tangibility and materiality of the bodily resurrection of Christ. Luke  24:37-39
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