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Romans 12

Today we begin looking at section 4 of Romans—the application section of the book.  It is common for Paul’s letters to be divided into “theology” and “application” sections.  For example, in Ephesians Chapters 1 through 3 are theology and Chapters 4 through 6 are application;  in Colossians Chapters 1 and 2 are theology and Chapters 3 and 4 are  application.  In the “theology” sections, Paul presents the deep truths of the faith; in the “application” sections, he addresses the practical conclusions that should flow from the theological arguments.  In the former, Paul tells us what we should believe; in the later, he offers instruction on how we should behave.  By using this pattern, Paul is making it clear that the successful Christian life is dependent on a clear understanding of Christian doctrine. As Warren Weirsbe says, 

The Christian life is not based on ignorance but knowledge, and the better we understand Bible doctrine (Romans 1-11), the easier it is to obey Bible duties (Romans 12-16). When people say, “Don’t talk to me about doctrine—just let me live my Christian life!” they are revealing their ignorance of the way the Holy Spirit works in the life of the believer. “It makes no difference what you believe, just as long as you live right” is a similar confession of ignorance. It does make a difference what you believe, because what you believe determines how you behave!" 

In Romans, the theology is divided into two sections:  Chapters 1 through Chapter 8, which contain Paul’s detailed arguments for the doctrines of justification and righteousness through faith in death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; and Chapters 9, 10, and 11, which present a theological dissertation about the status of the Jews in the Christian era.  The “application” part of Romans begins with Chapter 12, verse 1 and continues to Chapter 15, verse 14.  In this section, Paul answers the question, “So what?”  If all of the truths he’s presented thus far in the book are true, what difference should that make in our lives?  If all of this stuff is true, how should we live? 

Paul begins like this:
1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual[a] act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Paul says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy…”  Who is Paul talking to?  He says “brothers,” so he’s addressing Christians—believers.  He says, “Therefore…”  What does his therefore refer to?  Take various answers.  He says, “in view of God’s mercy.” Interestingly, though, the NIV gets this translation slightly wrong—the word “mercy” is actually plural:  mercies.  So Paul has in mind not just one thing, but a group of things.  He’s really saying, in view of everything I’ve just explained in Chapters 1 through 11—because of everything God has done for us through his Son and because of everything we know about who He is.  Which includes quite a number of things, doesn’t it?  So let’s do a little table group exercise.  Take 10 minutes or so with your table group to come up with as many of the reasons Paul is referring to as you can—the truths that he is thinking of when he says, “Therefore.”  For each one you come up with, express is like this—“Because so and so”—and jot done the verse where you found it.  For example, you might say, “Because He has adopted us as his children,” citing Romans 8:16, “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.”  

What did you come up with? Take various answers.  (See attached sheet.)
OK.  For all of these reasons, and many more that we’ve missed, Paul says “I urge you, brothers… to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God.”  The word translated “urge” literally means "to call to one's side.” It is used to encourage someone to pursue a certain course of conduct and so could be translated as urge, encourage, appeal, beseech, exhort, plead, or even beg.  This is one of Paul’s favorite words—he uses it over 50 times in the NT.  When Paul says, “I urge you…” he is not commanding or making a statement of law:  “you are required do this” or “I insist that you do this…”  Instead, he is persuading and encouraging, appealing to the hearts and minds of his readers.  

Paul says that we should “offer our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God.”  What do you suppose Paul means by that?  Take various answers.  
Let’s break it down a bit.  The word translated “offer” is a compound word in the Greek meaning literally to place or set beside or near and thus has the connotation of placing something at someone’s disposal—of making something useful to someone.  It includes the ideas of yielding or surrendering.  In Greek, it is in the aorist tense, and so calls for a once and for all presentation denoting a deliberate, final action—a once for all commitment, like a marriage.
When Paul says that we should present our bodies as “living sacrifices,” the implication is that every aspect of a believer's life is to be yielded to God. In the Old Testament a worshiper could present an unblemished animal sacrifice to God as an expression of worship. Today, God doesn't want us to present dead animal sacrifices but to present ourselves to Him as living sacrifices.  

The theological term for “offering our bodies as living sacrifices” is consecration.  The word “consecrate” means literally to “set apart.”  According to the dictionary, consecration means

· A solemn commitment or dedication to a cherished special purpose or service, often religious or
· Sanctification of something by setting it apart (usually with religious rites) as dedicated to God
So “offer(ing) our bodies as living sacrifices” means to solemnly commit or dedicate or to set ourselves apart to God.  It means to sign over our lives to Him, using the lives He has given us in ways that are pleasing and obedient and useful to Him. 

Notice that Paul says we should “offer our bodies.”  That’s kind of an odd way to express it.  Why do you think he says it this way instead of saying, maybe, “present your lives as sacrifices to God?”  Take various answers.  For one thing, I think the use of “bodies” better suits the metaphor of scarific.  When you make an animal sacrifice, what goes on the altar?  The animal’s body.  When Christ offered himself as a sacrifice, what was nailed to the cross?  His body.  In both cases, though, the body is a symbol of the life of the sacrifice.  In the same way, Paul is saying, we should offer our bodies—which symbolize our lives—as sacrifices to God. 

But there’s another aspect to this as well.  Do you recall back in Chapter 6 when we read  

11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.
Paul is reaching back to pick up this theme—the idea of “offering the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.”  Recall as well our study of Chapter 7, where Paul says, 

We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. 
In these verses, Paul draws a contrast between the law and himself:  it is spiritual; he is unspiritual.  The word translated as “unspiritual” is sarkinos, which means “of flesh” or “fleshy.”  This word is used in some contexts to refer to that which is made of or consists of flesh (physical flesh) but it can also refer to the sinful human nature.  Recall that we said that Paul uses that double meaning to explain the connection between our bodies and our sin natures.  The sin nature, Paul argues, is an inextricable part of the body:  the “sin living in me.”   Consequently, there is no way for him to escape the sin nature as long as we are in these bodies.  As long as we are in these bodies—as long as we are held in bondage in these bodies of flesh—we will be unable to escape that body’s sin nature.  Here’s how John MacAurther explains it

(Our bodies) are more than physical shells that house our souls. They are also where our old, unredeemed humanness resides. In fact, our humanness is a part of our bodies, whereas our souls are not. Our bodies incorporate our humanness, our humanness incorporates our flesh, and our flesh incorporates our sin, as ﻿Romans 6﻿ and ﻿7﻿ so clearly explain. Our bodies therefore encompass not only our physical being but also the evil longings of our mind, emotions, and will.
So in light of Chapter 7, when Paul calls for us in Chapter 12 to “offer our bodies as living sacrifices” what do you think he has in mind?  Take various answers.  He’s calling for us to put to death—sacrifice—the flesh, which is inextricably bound to our bodies.  Instead of following its leading, we put it to death and follow the lead of the Spirit.  This is how we respond to the gospel—God’s mercies—and it is how we participate in the sanctifying work of the Spirit in our lives.  
Notice Paul says that we should offer our bodies as “living sacrifices.”  Why “living” do you think?  Take various answers.  Perhaps Paul was concerned that people would take him literally and sacrifice themselves to God!  More likely, he has in mind that it is through the way we live—through the way we use our bodies in our day to day lives—that we offer ourselves to God.  Our sacrifice involves not our deaths but the way we live our lives.  Commentator F. F. Bruce puts it this way:
the sacrifices of the new order do not consist in taking the lives of others, like the ancient animal sacrifices, but in giving one’s own.

Paul says that offering our bodies as living sacrifices “holy and pleasing to God.”  The word holy means set apart, specially prepared for service, or consecrated and so matches the idea of offering, yielding, or consecrating.  We’re to set ourselves apart from the world and the things of the world and live for God.   “Pleasing to God” expresses God’s joy at seeing his people live obediently and submissively to him.  I would bet Paul had 1 Samuel 15:22 in mind when he wrote this:

       "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
       as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
       To obey is better than sacrifice, 
       and to heed is better than the fat of rams.

What pleases God?  Animal sacrifices?  Tithes and offerings?  Promises and pledges?  No, what pleases God is obedience—lives lived according to God’s commands and his will.  When we “offer our bodies as living sacrifices,” we please God.  And that is the test of whether we are offering ourselves as living sacrifices:  are we living in ways that please God?  Is the next thing I do, or say, or think, going to please God?  If so, it is consistent with offering myself as a living sacrifice.

I think this is what Paul has in mind when he says that Paul says that offering our bodies as living sacrifices is “our spiritual act of worship.”  The very best way we can worship God is not by going to church or singing or praying or giving but by obeying and submitting ourselves to him—by living in the way he would want us to live—by offering ourselves as living sacrifices to Him.  

Interestingly, the Greek word the NIV translates as “spiritual,” logikos, might be better translated as reasonable, logical, or intelligent.  Why would offering ourselves as living sacrifices be reasonable or logical?  Take various answers.  Here are a few thoughts:

· We were dead and now we’re alive; what could be more reasonable than to offer our lives to the one who gave us life?  
· Jesus offered his life for us; what could be more reasonable than for us to offer our lives to him?  

· If it is true that “God causes all things to work together for the good of those who love Him,” why would we not offer ourselves to him to use us as he wishes and take us where he pleases? 
· If it is true that “You are not your own; you were bought at a price,” then offering ourselves to God is simply acknowledging that he already owns us—it is acknowledging reality.

So how does all of this make you feel?  Are you prepared to offer yourself as a sacrifice to God?  Does it scare you to do so?  Take various answers.  It should!  When taken to its full extent, to offer yourself as a sacrifice means to give up control over your own life and to give God complete control over it.  It means abandoning ourselves to God, surrendering our wills, our desires, our hopes, our dreams, and our plans to Him.  It means yielding every aspect of our lives to him.  It means handing God a blank sheet to fill in with your name signed at the bottom.  I don’t know about you, but to me, selling out like that is scary!  Who knows—if I sell out to God, he might ask me to go to Africa!
So what’s our motivation?  How do we get the courage, the desire, the will to offer ourselves to God as living sacrifices?  Take various answers.  Paul gives us the key:  in light of God’s mercies.  Consider everything that God has done for us—all of the things we listed earlier.  Can there be any doubt that he loves us?  Can there be any doubt that we can trust him?  Can there be any appropriate—reasonable—response to his love than to offer ourselves to him, to submit to Him, to obey his commands?  Here’s how commentator Lawrence Richards puts it: 
If you ever find it hard to do what you know is the right thing, don't say, "I ought to do this or that." "Ought" won't help. Instead, think of God's MERCY to you and of Christ's great love. In view of God's MERCY you will want to do right.

OK, that’s it for today.  See you next week, when we’ll move on to verse 2!
 Why should we offer our bodies as living sacrifices?

· Because the wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men (1:16)

· Because God will judge all men (2:16)

· Because God is faithful to his promises (3:3)

· Because no one will be declared righteous in His sight by observing the law (3:20)

· Because of the righteousness from God that comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. (3:20)

· Because we are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. (3:24)

· Because God presented Jesus Christ as a sacrifice of atonement (3:25)

· Because God is just (3:26)

· Because God has credited us with righteousness—those of us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. (4:24)

· Because we have been justified by faith (5:1)

· Because we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (5:1)

· Because we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. (5:2)

· Because we have hope of the glory of God. (5:2)

· Because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. (5:5)

· Because when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. (5:6)

· Because God loves us (5:8)

· Because while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (5:8)

· Because we have been justified by his blood (5:9)

· Because we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son (5:10)

· Because we have died to sin (6:2)

· Because we have been buried with Him in baptism (6:4)

· Because we live a new life (6:4)

· Because we will be united with him in His resurrection (6:5)

· Because we have been set free from slavery to sin (6:6)

· Because we are dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus (6:11)
· Because sin shall not be our master, because we are not under law, but under grace (6:14)

· Because we have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. (6:18)

· Because we have become salves to God (6:22)

· Because God has given us the gift of eternal life (6:23)

· Because we have died to the law (7:4)

· Because we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit (7:6)

· Because there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (8:1)

· Because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death (8:2)

· Because what the law was powerless to God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering (8:3)

· Because God has condemned sin in sinful man (8:3)

· Because the righteous requirements of the law are be fully met in us (8:4)

· Because we do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. (8:4)

· Because we are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit (8:9)

· Because our spirits are alive because of righteousness (8:10)

· Because we have an obligation (8:12)

· Because we are sons of God (8:14)

· Because we have God’s Spirit (8:15)

· Because we have received the spirit of sonship (adoption) (8:15)

· Because we are God’s children (8:16)

· Because we are heirs (8:17)

· Because glory will be revealed in us (8:18)

· Because we have hope (8:24-25)

· Because the Spirit helps us in our weakness (8:26)
· Because we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him (8:28)
· Because we have been predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son (8:29)
· Because we have been predestined, called, justified, glorified (8:30)
· Because God is for us (8:31)
· Because God will graciously give us all things (8:32)
· Because Christ Jesus is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us (8:34)
· Because nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (8:39)
· Because God’s word has not failed (9:6)
· Because God is sovereign (Chapter 9)

· Because God is merciful (9:16)

· Because the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame (9:33. 10:11)
· Because we have been grafted in (Chapter 11)

· Because God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable (11:29)
