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Legislators make their vot-

ing decisions on the per-

ception of what is impor-

tant to their constituents.   

 

This perception often de-

pends on who they hear 

from, how often they are 

contacted, and how effec-

tive these contacts are.  In 

order for programs and ser-

vices for young children 

and their families to receive 

more funding it is essential 

that parents, community 

leaders, and early childhood 

professionals contact their 

legislators regularly to com-

municate their thoughts, 

concerns, and needs.  Leg-

islators are generally very 

accessible - it is their job to 

listen to and represent their 

voters. 

 

Follow these six easy steps 

to be an effective early 

childhood advocate:   

1. Keep informed about 

the issues- join NAEYC's 

children's champions and 

Illinois Children's Champi-

ons list serves to receive 

regular updates and alerts. 

2.  Be prepared and able to 

discuss what the issues are, 

how they affect your pro-

gram, your community or 

your family.  

3.  Know who your legisla-

tors are.  Have their 

contact information  

available so it is avail-

able when you need it.  Ask 

the legislator or his/her staff 

the best way to contact 

them. 

4.  Take time to develop a 

relationship with your 

elected official(s).  When 

he/she is not in session, 

schedule a visit to introduce 

yourself and talk about your 

programs, your interests 

and concerns. 

5.  Follow up on your re-

quests with acknowledge-

ments, thank you notes (if 

appropriate) and informa-

tion about the results of   

action(s).  Be respect- 

Gelatin Plastic 

You’ll need: 

 3 Envelopes Unfla-

vored Gelatin 

 9 Tablespoons Water 

 3-5 Drops of Food Col-

oring 

 Flat plastic lid from 24 

ounce coffee can, or a 

lid similar in size with a 

rim 

 Cookie cutters 

 Plastic drinking straws 

for punching holes 

 String or yarn 

Directions: 

In a small pan, mix the wa-

ter and food coloring over 

low heat.  Add 3 envelopes 

of unflavored gelatin, stir 

continuously and cook for 

30 seconds until thickened. 

Pour the mixture into a 

plastic lid, push the air bub-

bles to the edge with a 

spoon and let it set for 45 

minutes 

Remove the flexible gelatin 

disk from the lid.  The gela-

tin will be pliable. 

Here’s when you pull out 

the cookie cutters for the 

children to cut shapes.   

Science in the classroom 
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surface.  They will be hard as plastic in 2-3 days. 

 

When completely dry, hang to brighten up any gloomy day. 

 

ful of their time and the 

fact they have many con-

stituents to answer to.  

6. VOTE..... VOTE… 

VOTE!!!! The best way 

to move a children's  

agenda forward is to 

elect officials who view 

children and  families as 

a priority and, if running  

for re- election, have a 

voting record that dem-

onstrates this. 

Simply put, advocacy is 

taking action. It can be a 

phone call, a note, or a 

visit to your legislators.  

Advocacy is just one 

way, that you can make 

a difference in the lives 

of young children in 

your community! 

 

 

Using the straws, punch a 

hole in each shape for 

stringing.  Push string or 

yarn through the holes. 

To dry, place on a flat sur-

face.  They will be hard as 

plastic in 2-3 days. 
 

When completely dry, hang 

to brighten up any gloomy 

day. 

 

Reprinted from the August 2009 Joliet Area AEYC newsletter 
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Dear Quad Cities AEYC members,  

 

Well it finally came in the mailé..not my Publisherõs Clearing House Sweepstakes, not the 

special brownie pan I ordered from Gooseberry Patch, my NAEYC voting ballot!  Big deal 

you may say? Weõre too far from our parent organization to make any big difference; our 

one vote doesnõt count for much. But think of it this way, the leaders we elect today are 

going to have a huge impact on the field of early childhood in the future.  Itõs our civic 

duty to take a few minutes, read the credentials of each candidate and vote for the person 

you think will make the best decisions for the children we care for every day.  And to make 

it even easier you can vote online!   

The rest of this newsletter will highlight other ways to get involved in public policy. Please 

make it your duty to be a voice for the children you serve! 

 

Helen Vogel 

President, Quad Cities AEYC 

 

  ñIf your actions inspire others to dream more,  

  learn more, do more and become more,  

  you are a leader. ñ 

  John Quincy Adams  

 

How Can I Get Involved? 

 

Have you ever wondered who serves on the Quad Cities Association for The Education of Young Chil-

dren Board?  Or maybe you want to know exactly what this group does?  The answers are really very 

easy!   

The members of the board are people dedicated to the early care and education of young children in our 

community.  They are people just like you!  The members of this board work in a variety of agencies that 

address the needs of children in our community.   

We volunteer our time in order to help address the needs of the early care and education community by 

offering programs such as the Quality Through Accreditation program, by supporting appropriate training 

events, and by offering opportunities for professionals just like you to get together and discuss the issues 

that affect us all.   

We have opportunities for people to serve on committees addressing advocacy, communication, member-

ship and planning and resources.  It is very easy to get involved and share your time and talents to make a 

difference in the lives of young children.   

Please feel free to visit our web page for additional information about becoming involved in our group! 
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Quality through Accreditation is a quality facilitation project for early care and education center-based 

programs. It was developed as a means for supporting improved quality early care and education, in the 

bi-state Quad Cities region.  

 

The goal of Quality through Accreditation is to raise quality in the bi-state Quad Cities region through 

a comprehensive and systematic approach. Participating centers are pioneers as they help the project, the 

field, and themselves forge new ground in quality assessment, implementation, and maintenance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE APPROACH 
 

The Quality through Accreditation approach, which varies slightly by state, covers a twelve 

month period. The approach is as follows:  

 

1. An initial base assessment using valid and reliable instruments (Infant Toddler Environmental  

    Rating Scale, Revised (ITERS-R) and Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale, Revised  

    (ECERS-R).  

2. A site specific quality improvement plan based on base assessment findings.  

3. Ten site visits from a quality enhancement mentor.  

4. Monthly Cohort Meetings.  

5. Additional training as needed. 

6. Observation and job-shadowing at a designated demonstration site 

7. In Iowa, help with the Quality Rating Scale.  

8. In Iowa, training using the ECERS-R and ITERS-R for self-assessment.  

9. In Illinois, Program Administrator Scale assessment (PAS).  

10. National accreditation support  

11. Membership to NAEYC.  

12. Post ITERS-R and ECERS-R assessment.  

 

THE OBJECTIVES                                                                               
 

In the short term, Quality through Accreditation's objective is to raise Environmental Rating 

Scale scores and/or Quality Rating System levels.  

 

In the long term, Quality through Accreditation's objective is to increase the number of early 

care and education centers achieving and maintaining national accreditation. 

 

The QtA project would like to congratulate all past and present participants on their successes in 

increasing the quality of care and education they provide to children.  Congratulations and keep 

up the great work!  If your center would like more information regarding Quality through Ac-

creditation or would like an application please contact Jennifer Praet, Project Coordinator at 

teampr8@sbcglobal.net or visit our website at quadcitiesaeyc.com.   

 

 

QtA 
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WEB RESOURCES 

 

 

 

Are you on Facebook?  Looking to connect with others in the early childhood profession?  
Well, you can with the Quad Cities Association for the Education of Young  Children Facebook 
page.  Become a fan and learn about all the upcoming events and network with others in our 
field. 

 

.ÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÄ Á &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÐÁÇÅȩ  .Ï× ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÒÙ ÉÔ ÏÕÔȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÅÁÓÙȢ  'Ï ÔÏ ×××ȢÆÁÃÅÂÏÏËȢÃÏÍ 
ÁÎÄ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐȢ  4ÈÅÎ ÔÙÐÅ Ȱ1ÕÁÄ #ÉÔÉÅÓ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 9ÏÕÎÇ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
search box to learn how to become a fan of our page.  You can go there to find information on 
our activities or to share questions and information.   

 

Facebook a little intimidating for you?  We have a website that is full of all types of informa-
tion at www.quadcitiesaeyc.com.  Find out who is on our board, what activities we have 
planned, where you can find college courses in early childhood/child development, and what 
our QtA project is all about.   Content on the site is updated regularly. 

 

If you have questions or ideas for either of these sites, contact Debbie Lee, Communications 
Co-Chairperson, at DM-Lee3@wiu.edu. 

 

 

 

 
Too many children in the United States live in poverty, without good nu-

trition and health care.  

  In the United States 18% of children under age 18 and 24% of children under age 6 live in 

poverty. It is estimated that 12 million children do not have enough food to meet their basic 
needs and approximately 3.2 million are suffering from hunger. 
  

  In the United States 15% of children under age 18--and 24% of those living in poverty--are 

not covered by health insurance. 
  

  Approximately one-third of children and nearly one-half of black children born in the United 

States have at least one health risk at birth. 
  

   More than 20% of 2-year-olds in the United States are not fully immunized. 

 

Copied from the National Association for the Education of the Young Child website.   

òYou really can change the 

world if you care enough.ó 

- Marion Wright Edelman 
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The next Leader Luncheon 

will be Thursday, March 18 

from 12:00-1:00 at Bennigan's 

on Middle Road in Bettendorf. 

Our presenter is Dianna  

Saelens--Infant/Toddler 

Specialist from Community 

Action of Eastern Iowa 

Topic:  Least Restrictive Envi-

ronments for Infants 

March 27, Provider Recogni-

tion Event at Stoney Creek 

Inn 

 April 17, Ready to Learn 

Conference 8:30 a.m.ñ12:30 

p.m. at the Mississippi Bend 

Area Education Agency  

April 22, Comedy Sportz fun 

night, 6:30ñ8:30 p.m. 

Watch for registration infor-

mation in the coming weeks. 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS WILL BE PRODUCED IN 

AUGUST, OCTOBER, FEBRUARY AND 

APRIL. 

We welcome articles/material you 

feel appropriate for the member-

ship.   Material is due the first 

day of a publication month. You 

may mail material  to: 

Beverly Clark 

489ñ27th Street 

East Moline, IL  61244  

Or fax 755-5036 

Or E-mail 

bclark.aldridge@wildblue.net 

 

 

 

HEATHER ANDERSON 

CHRIS BACHELDER 

BEVERLY CLARK 

LEIGH EGGER 

DEB GUSTAFSON 

PAM HAUMAN 

TERESA HOCKADAY 

MARYBETH HOFMANN 

CINDY MAHR 

SUE MANHARD 

ANGIE MAPES 

SUE STALEY 

HELEN VOGEL 

 

Save these dates! 

 

Quad Cities AEYC 

Board Members 

         Issue 5 

 

People  who 

share a com-

mon direction 

and a sense 

of community 

can get 

where theyõre 

going quicker 

and easier, 

because they 

are traveling 

on the thrust 

on one an-

other.  

On the lighter side: 

Teacheró òWhat does 

it mean when the ba-

rometer is falling?ó 

Student: òIt means 

the guy who nailed it 

up didnõt do a very 

good job.ó 
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Quad Cities Association for the Education of Young Children Newsletter Offering: 

 

EMOTION in their VOICES:  COMMENTARY ON THE ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST 

 

On a chilly Friday in the beginning of January 2010, many advocates for young children and their families 

gathered at the Stoney Creek Inn in Moline, Illinois.  Their purpose was to listen to experts in the field of 

early childhood care and education discuss the past, present and future for families with young children.  It 

was the Child Abuse Council’s Annual Legislative Breakfast, presented by Voices in Action for QC Chil-

dren. 

 

When I say “experts,” I mean that on many levels.  There were representatives of agencies and of funders 

that provide resources to those agencies.  And legislators, of course.  Most importantly, there were parents.  

Awesome women that came in front of that room full of professional people, speaking from the heart about 

what their lives were like before they began to work with some of the human service agencies in the Quad 

City Area.  The audience applauded enthusiastically to these stories and to the brighter futures these women 

have with their families, now that they have benefited from essential services and from their own determina-

tion to succeed.  It might have been cold outside, but it was warm in that conference room! 

 

Intermixed with the parent testimonials were short, pointed comments from representatives of such key 

agencies as the Child Abuse Council, Family Resources, Scott County Kids, and the Community Founda-

tion of the Great River Bend.  These individuals had a specific message for our legislators – the key to our 

future is to support the early care and education of our children.  Without exception, these guest speakers 

focused on the “bottom line” and reminded the assembled group that there is a direct correlation between 

dollars spend on early care and education and reduced spending on social problems when those children are 

grown.  Children with a high quality early childhood experience (accomplished through the actions of suc-

cessful parents and fully-funded programs serving those parents) are less likely to drop-out, commit crime 

or otherwise become a burden on society.  One dollar spent on early care and education will save an average 

of $17 in tax-related expenditures, later on down the road. 

 

The last part of this breakfast meeting was a forum of dialogue from representatives and senators from both 

Iowa and Illinois.  Their message was no surprise, albeit disappointing.  They appeared to acknowledge the 

importance of early care and education.  Well, why wouldn’t they, with the audience they had?!  They 

agreed that both states desperately need more money to do what needs to be done.  Sadly, they also ex-

pressed their opinion that nothing was going to happen in the next year to improve the budget problems on 

either side of the river.  Representative Mike Jacobs (D, Illinois) said, “When the government says they are 

going to do something, they should do it.”  No one seemed to disagree with this and, yet, there is no plan to 

bring more funding to state budgetary shortfalls.  It sounds cynical to say it’s not unexpected, but it doesn’t 

appear that citizens can expect anything other than rhetoric from the legislators. 

 

Despite the vagueness of the Legislator Forum, it was a very good event.  The early care and education pro-

fessionals made their points of view clear to the six legislators in attendance, both through presentations and 

questions/comments at the end of the Breakfast.  The Child Abuse Council and Voices in Action for QC 

Children are to be congratulated on such as successful event.  Their generous support allowed everyone to 

participate at no charge.  Remember that this event happens every year.  So, if you didn’t get a chance to 

participate in 2010, watch for flyers about it in 2011! 

 

(by Leigh Egger) 
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The Scott County Family Y and many other local agencies in the Quad Cities have come together to 

form a group dedicated to planning activities to celebrate the National Week of the Young Child.   

The following information pertaining to the Week of the Young Child has been copied from the Na-

tional Association for the Education of the Young Child website.   

The Week of the Young Child is an annual celebration sponsored by the National Association for the Edu-
cation of Young Children (NAEYC), the world's largest early childhood education association, with nearly 
90,000 members and a network of over 300 local, state, and regional Affiliates. 

The purpose of the Week of the Young Child is to focus public attention on the needs of young children 
and their families and to recognize the early childhood programs and services that meet those needs. 

NAEYC first established the Week of the Young Child in 1971, recognizing that the early childhood years 
(birth through age 8) lay the foundation for children's success in school and later life. The Week of the 
Young Child is a time to plan how we--as citizens of a community, of a state, and of a nation--will better 
meet the needs of all young children and their families. 

The theme for the Week of the Young Child 2010 is Early Years Are Learning Years. 

Today we know more than ever before about the importance of children's earliest years in shaping their 
learning and development. Yet, never before have the needs of young children and their families been 
more pressing. 

The Week of the Young Child is a time to recognize that children's opportunities are our responsibilities, 
and to recommit ourselves to ensuring that each and every child experiences the type of early environ-
ment--at home, at child care, at school, and in the community--that will promote their early learning. 

Working families need child care and supportive employer policies to be able to meet the 

needs of their young children throughout the day.  

  In the United States the majority of mothers with children under age 18 work, including 59% of those 

with infants and 74% of those with school-aged children. 
  

 Approximately 13 million infants, toddlers, and preschool children are regularly in non-parental care in 

the United States, including 45% of children younger than one year. 
  

 The Census Bureau reports that approximately 50% of working families rely on child care providers to 

help them care for their children while they work; 25% rely on relatives for child care; and nearly 25% 
arrange work schedules so that no child care is needed (e.g. parents work different hours or days; one 
parent works during school hours and is home after school). 

  

The Week of the Young Child is an opportunity for programs, NAEYC Affiliates, related organizations, com-
munities, and states to focus on the needs of young children and their families. Please watch for additional 
information on the QCAEYC website detailing activities available for young children and their families dur-
ing the week of April 11 ï 17, 2010. 
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