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Growing sponge grass 

You’ll need: 

 Sponges (small ones or 
take one large sponge 

and cut it) 

 Scissors 

 Container—foam tray, 

small dish 

 Water 

 Grass seed 

 Small spray or squirt 

bottles 

  Sunny area—window 

or place that gets 

sunlight  

 

Directions: 

 Take small sponge or a 

piece of sponge, soak it 

in water. 

 Place the sponge in the 

container 

 Sprinkle the grass seeds 

on the sponge 

 Place it in a sunny 

space 

 Water it a little every 

day 

 Watch as the grass be-

gins to grow 

 

Science with toddlers  

breakfast was great and our 

speaker has some fun ideas, the 

òreal reasonó for being there 

was to spotlight the 

achievements of early 

childhood providers in the 

Quad City Area.  The centers, 

home providers and individuals 

recognized have gone above and 

beyond licensing and 

registration standards in Iowa 

and Illinois. Some of the 

programs, projects and 

trainings that were highlighted 

included ChildNet, Great Start,  

Quality Through Accreditation, 

Illinois Directorõs Credential to 
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surface.  They will be hard as plastic in 2-3 days. 

 

When completely dry, hang to brighten up any gloomy day. 

 

to name a few. If you are 

looking for opportunities 

to enhance your program, 

center or yourself con-

tact us at 

www.quadcitiesaeyc.com 

or Child Care Resource 

and Referral @ 324-1302.  

We consider it an honor 

to co-host this event and 

we want to see even more 

of you there next year! 

 

Helen Vogel 

President, Quad Cities 

AEYC   

 

What is being learned: 

 The sun helps plants 

grow 

 Water helps plants to 

grow 

 How to observe 

changes every day 

 How to grow things 

 Words used: sun, water, 

sprinkle, grow, wait and 

observe 

 

Dear Quad Cities AEYC 

Members, 

 

Last Saturday, March 

27th  I had the pleasure 

of attending the Annual 

Provider Recognition 

Event sponsored by 

Quad Cities AEYC, Child 

Care Resource and Re-

ferral et al. The event 

was held at the Stoney 

Creek Inn and included a 

delicious breakfast and 

speaker Patricia Dis-

chler, an author and  

childcare Provider from 

Wisconsin. While the 
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Please join us in celebrating the Week of the Young Child April 11 ï 17, 2010.  Several local 
agencies have worked together to create a calendar of events for young children and their fami-
lies to participate in during this week.  For additional information please visit the Scott County 

Family Y website at www.scottcountyfamilyy.org and click on the Week of the Young Child. 

 

The activities will begin on Sunday, April 11  with a Kick off Event at the Bettendorf Family Mu-
seum in conjunction with Family Resources (1/2 price admission ($3.00) for everyone age 2 and 

up (under 2 is free).  The dayôs activities will wrap up with the Open Cheer Clinic starting at 3:30. 

Each day there will be a wealth of activities appropriate for children and families.   

 Activities Happening All Week at the Putnam:  

                  Putnam -Linwood Mine  

                   -Monday to Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday noon-5pm 

                   -Pan for gold and gemstones! 

                  Ocean Experience  

                   -Monday to Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday noon-5pm 

                  Hubble 3D Imax Film  

                   -Monday to Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday noon-5pm 

                   -check www.putnam.org or call (563) 324-1933 for show times 

  

 

 

Membership 
Teresa Hockaday & Sue Maynard Membership Committee 

 

Members and prospective members, we are kicking off a membership drive in 2010.  The Quad Cities Asso-

ciation for the Education of Young Children will have an informational table with membership applications at 

the Ready to Learn Conference on April 17. 

 

If your membership has expired, stop by our table for a membership application.  If you have never had mem-

bership in our organization, this would be a great time to join.  Students, this would be a great opportunity for 

you to become involved in a professional organization.  Illinois student rate is $37.00.  And the Iowa student 

rate is $40.00 

Our current membership numbers: 

 Illinois 83 members 

 Iowa 47 members 

 Bi-State/Iowa-Illinois—48 members 

Please encourage your fellow Early Childhood Educators as well as Elementary Educators to join us.  Mem-

bership forms may be downloaded from QCAEYC.com or www.naeyc.org. 
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Wednesday, March 10, Governor Quinn presented his Fiscal Year 2011 budget to the legislature.  Overall, the 

Governor proposed a budget that will severely reduce spending on education programs by $1.3 billion and 

have harmful consequences on human services.  Even with the proposed reductions, it will not be enough to 

cover the budget deficit.  Four to five billion dollars of unpaid bills are presented daily to the Comptroller's 

Office. In addition, the Governor’s FY 2011 budget pushes $55 million into the FY 2013 budget which means 

things in Illinois could worsen instead of improve for education and human services.   

The proposed budget calls for cutting the Early Childhood Block Grant by $54 million. It would also reduce 

child care by $76 million.  This will eliminate services for nearly 14,000.  Early intervention, an entitlement 

program under the federal IDEA law, was reduced by 10%.  

Talk to your Legislators NOW!!! 

Also, please note that your legislators will be in their home districts March 29th to April 13th.  Contact 

them NOW and let them know that this budget is unacceptable for children and families.   

 

In addition, contact the Governor’s office, write letters to the editors, inform parents, attend legislative 

town hall meetings, hold your own meetings, tell your neighbors, TELL YOUR STORY….get the word 

out that our children in this state are in trouble.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Total FY10 Ap- FY11 Gover- Change from FY10  Appropriation  

      $ change           % change  

ISBE     

Early Childhood $342,235,300 $287,931,000 ī     $54,304,300 ī      16% 

DHS     

Home Visiting Programs 
  

      

Healthy Families $10,123,000 $9,110,700 ī       $1,012,300 ī      10% 

Parents Too Soon          

GRF $6,939,700 $6,245,700 ī       $694,000 ī      10% 

Federal  $3,665,200 $3,701,800 +  $36,600 +  1% 

Child Care $780,654,200 $704,456,900 ī     $76,197,300 ī     10% 

Early Intervention $76,709,000 $ 69,038,100 ī       $7,670,900 ī      10% 

Governor Proposes FY2011 Budget to the Illinois General Assembly:  It will be destructive 

to early education and child care! 
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April 17 , Ready to Learn Con-

ference 8:30 a.m.ñ12:30 p.m. 

at the Mississippi Bend Area 

Education Agency  

April 22 , Laff it up Comedy 

Night at Comedy Sportz QC/ 

1826ñ3rd Ave., Rock Island, 

6:30ñ8:30 p.m. 

For tickets, contact Helen 

Vogel (563) 322-7649. 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS ARE  

PRODUCED IN AUGUST, OCTO-

BER, FEBRUARY AND APRIL. 

We welcome articles/material 

you feel appropriate for the 

membership.   Material is due 

the first day of a publication 

month. You may mail material  

to: 

Beverly Clark 

489ñ27th Street 

East Moline, IL  61244  

Or  fax 755-5036 

Or  e-mail 

bclark.aldridge@wildblue.net 

Help us to be green and re-

quest your copy of the Quad 

Cities AEYC newsletter be 

sent to you in e-mail format 

only.  If this is your prefer-

ence, send a response to  

newsletter@ quadcitie-

saeyc.com. 

Your response should contain 

your name and e-mail address.  

You can then receive an elec-

tronic copy of all future 

newsletters. 

HEATHER ANDERSON 

CHRIS BACHELDER 

BEVERLY CLARK 

LEIGH EGGER 

DEB GUSTAFSON 

PAM HAUMAN 

TERESA HOCKADAY 

MARYBETH HOFMANN 

DEBBIE LEE 

CINDY MAHR 

SUE MANHARD 

ANGIE MAPES 

SUE STALEY 

HELEN VOGEL 

 

Save these dates! 

 

Quad Cities AEYC  

Board Members  

          

 

People donõt 

care how 

much you 

know, until 

they know 

how much 

you care.  

 

 

 

 

 

On the lighter side:  

The school cafeteria 

had a breakdown in 

the kitchen and 

served peanut butter 

and jelly sandwiches 

instead of the usual 

hot meal.   

After lunch a satis-

fied second-grader 

complimented the 

cafeteria manager.  

òfinally, you gave us a 

home cooked meal!ó 
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Black Hawk College Fall, 2010 courses  

The following Child Development courses will be offered Fall, 2010.  

 

Day Courses: CD 200  Growth & Dev. of the Young Child T,TH 8-9:14 a.m. or TV/Online; CD 
206 Creative Activities T,TH 9:30-10:44 a.m.; CD 100 Intro to E.C. T,TH 11-12:14 or online; CD 
205 Language Dev. & Activities for the Y.C. T,TH 12:30-1:44 p.m.; CD 207 Music for Y.C. M,W,F 

11-11:50 a.m.   

 

Night courses:  CD 204 Practicum 1 Mon., 4:30-5:20 p.m. (pre-requisite CD 200 & CD 202); 
CD 224 Mon. 5:30-8:55 p.m. Distance Learning to Kewanee; CD 212 Survey of Children with 
Special Needs Tues, 5:30-8:55 p.m.; CD 102 Role of the Teacher Assistant Thurs. 5:30-8:00 
p.m.  Online: CD 100 Intro to E.C.; CD 115 Infant/Toddler Development; CD 200 (TV/online) 

Growth & Development of the Young Child. 

For more information, go to www.bhc.edu or bachelderc@bhc.edu or call Chris Bachelder, (309) 

796-5986 

Leadership…. The Pilot Smiled 

Both confidence and fear are contagious.  In any crisis, people look to leadership for courage 

or cowardice.  If the leaders are brave and alert, the people take heart; if alarmed and un-

certain, the people grow panicky. 

In the days when ships were small. Someone wrote of one vessel caught in a violent storm off 

a treacherous, rocky coast.  The passengers huddled together, the wind paused as if to catch 

its breath.  High running seas tossed and rolled the ship, bruising the passengers against fur-

niture and walls  At first, frightened women uttered low prayers while men tried to build up 

morale with jokes.  But as the hours wore on, terror seized them all, and they stared at one 

another in silent hopeless despair. 

Finally one man could stand the strain no longer.  He swore he would seek the pilot of the 

ship and learn the worst.  If they were doomed, he would jump overboard and be drowned at 

once, rather than endure longer the torture of suspense.  He fought his way slowly along a 

wind-whipped passage until he reached a point where he could see the pilot lashed to the 

wheel.  The pilot saw him, caught the question in his eyes, and smiled.  The passenger lost all 

thought of jumping overboard.  He fought his way back to the white-faced men and women 

below deck.  His own countenance beamed confidence as he shouted above the storm: “We 

have nothing to be afraid of, I just saw the pilot and he smiled at me!” 

.óNo man was ever wise by 

chance.ò 
- Seneca  
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Quad Cities Association for the Education of Young Children 

Quad Cities AEYC  

          P.O. Box 3062,  Rock Island, IL  61204-3062 

www.quadcitiesaeyc.com 
 

Building Bridges for Young Children & Early Childhood Professionals  
 

Membership Survey  

2009-10 

Dear Quad Cities AEYC Member, 

Thank you for taking the time to fill out and return this Membership Survey and the ballot ON BACK SIDE - your input is in-

valuable!  Based on information gathered from the 2008-09 survey we have:  
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 Provided Leader Luncheons  

· Sponsored Grant Writing Workshop  

· Facilitated Cooking Class  

· Facilitated Laff It Up Comedy Night  

Showed leadership in the community through  

· The Quad Cities AEYC Quality through Accreditation project,  

· The Quad Cities Early Childhood Conference,  

· The Ready To Learn Conference  

· Promotion of Healthy Kids Day  

· Collaboration with other area organizations such as the Child Abuse Council and our local Empowerment 

Board.  

This yearôs survey results will be used to help assess the needs of our members and guide future plans to meet expressed 
needs for the 2010-2011 fiscal year.  All information you provide will be kept confidential.   

--Teresa Hockaday, Sue Manhard 

Quad Cities AEYC Membership Chairs 

 What is Quad Cities AEYC doing to meet your needs as an early childhood professional? 
 
 

 What could Quad Cities AEYC do to better meet your needs? 

 

 What topics would you like to see offered at our Leader Lunches, Quad Cities Early Childhood Conference (2010), 
Ready To Learn Conference (2011) and/or other trainings? 

 

Optional  

 

 

 
Please return your completed Survey and Ballot ON BACK by May 17th to:  

Quad Cities AEYC 

PO Box 3062, Rock Island, IL 61204-3062 

Member Name  Phone  Email   

Place of Employment  Position/Job Title   

Would you be interested in serving on the Board or a Committee? Yes  No   
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Quad Cities AEYC  
P.O. Box 3062, Rock Island, IL  61204-3062 

www.quadcitiesaeyc.com 
 

 

Building Bridges for Young Children & Early Childhood Professionals  
 

Dear Member, 

Please take a few moments to vote for the 2010-11 Quad Cities AEYC Officers and com-

plete survey ON BACK SIDE.  The easiest way to do this is by voting on our website at 

www.quadcitiesaeyc.com OR, return to the P.O. Box address below.  Thank you! 

2010 - 11 Election Ballot  
Quad Cities AEYC Election Year is July 1- June 30 

ELECTION NOTES 

In 2010-11, the following officer positions will not be vacant :  President, Past President, Secre-

tary. There will be two vacancies needing to be filled:  that of President Elect, who becomes 

President in 2011-12 and Treasurer. 

Circle  candidateõs name OR write in the name of a member to be elected for each of-
fice:  

 President Elect   Teresa Hockaday 

     (write in) _________________________ 

 Treasurer  Deborah Lee 

    (write in) _________________________ 

 

Please return your completed ballot and survey ON BACK by May 17, 2010 to:  

Quad Cities AEYC 

P.O. Box 3062 

Rock Island, IL 61204-3062 
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PO Box 3062 

Rock Island, Illinois  61201 

     www.quadcitiesaeyc.com 

Quad Cities AEYC  
 


