March 31, 2010
The Honorable Tom Harkin




The Honorable Thad Cochran

Chairman






Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 



Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 

Human Services, and Education



Human Services, and Education

Senate Committee on Appropriations



Senate Committee on Appropriations

131 Dirksen Senate Office Building



156 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510




Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Cochran:


We write to express our support for increased funding of the Head Start, Early Head Start, and Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) programs in the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Fiscal Year 2011 Appropriations bill. We request an increase of $1 billion for Head Start and Early Head Start, and $1 billion for CCDBG. We appreciate the support you have shown for these programs in the past and hope that we can build upon that investment in the coming fiscal year. 


Quality child care greatly contributes to children’s school readiness, and it allows families to maintain stable and productive employment. The costs of child care can be prohibitive for American families, however, and child care is often the highest or second highest cost in a family’s budget. Since 1990, CCDBG has enabled millions of children to receive child care and has provided states with essential resources to improve the quality of that care. An increase in funding for CCDBG is necessary to prepare our children for learning and allow their families to work and prosper. As our economy continues to struggle, a growing number of families qualify for and need child care assistance in order to maintain stable employment.


The Head Start and Early Head Start programs prepare infants, toddlers, and preschool-aged children for success in school and later life by providing these children and their families with comprehensive early education, health, nutrition, and social services. Studies show that children who participate in these programs are better prepared for school than their peers and therefore have a greater chance at success later in life. We must increase funding for Head Start and Early Head Start in order to prepare our children and give them the opportunities they deserve.


Early investments in children produce improved health, readiness for school, economic well-being, a better prepared workforce, stronger economic growth, a rising standard of living, and the prevention of more costly government spending in the future. Head Start and the Child Care and Development Block Grant provide children the opportunities they deserve to lead healthy and productive lives. We thank you for your consideration of this request and support for these important programs.







Sincerely,

_____________________________



_____________________________

Christopher J. Dodd

United State Senator

