Three Dreams for Children


I have three dreams for our children. They are called the past, present and the future. As the adults responsible for preparing our youth to become the leaders of tomorrow, we strive to create a vision for their future. In doing so, I believe it is equally important to focus on the realities of their lives today, as well as to build upon the past. The present should include loving, nurturing families that provide the foundations for learning and principles for living; an educational system that helps their families to teach children the academics, knowledge, and values they will need; and a community that provides additional supports to enable the children and families to be successful. Both the present and future build upon the past: our country is rich in cultural history and diversity. We need to celebrate this heritage as a foundation for creating understanding.
In the early care and education field, there is a great momentum building toward change for the future: collaboration - creating one system called early care and education by combining the previously disparate systems of child care, public PreK, and Head Start; professional development for staff leading to certification and credentialing; and developing a career lattice for the field.  We have high hopes for all of this leading to higher pay, better staff retention, and higher-quality educational programming for young children.  As we build this vision for the future, it is again imperative that we consider the realities of today.  The staffs in existing child care programs have worked long and hard not because of high pay, but because they are dedicated to helping our children to be successful.  We need to be respectful of the needs of our current staff, and to plan carefully so that they are not left behind with little hope for inclusion in this new system that we are creating. 
Each of the early learning systems has a rich history of providing services for children and families.  Even though our missions have been somewhat different in the past, we all have had the success of children and families at the heart of our programming. Now, as we come together to plan for the future, I am hopeful that we can also celebrate our past, and be respectful of the realities of today so that we create this new system for the benefit of everyone involved.
“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.”  Albert Einstein
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