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Clothes Do Not Make The Man

Submitted by Pastor Dennis Thurman

We have likely heard the expression, "Clothes make the
man." But, it just isn't true. Not that what we wear is unimportant, ||INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
but the critical thing is the one inside the garment. Put a self- ||p.stor Dennis Article cont.......2
absorbed, cynical man in a tailor-made suit and he will just be a
well-dressed jerk. Put a humble, kind man in a worn and tattered ||Homebound Ministry................ 3
outfit and the quality of his life will overcome the appearance.

February Calendar.................. 4

Too often, the church focuses on (and even fights over) the exter-
nal appearance of the church. We think if we can change the struc- | |MawchCalendar..................... 5
ture of the organization, have a larger attendance, bigger buildings Valentine Banquet ...............6
and budgets, a new style of music (or return to the old style), and
the like, that we will be a successful church. Again, these matters ||SLU & Treasure House............. 7
are not insignificant. Change may need to happen, but all these
things can change externally-policies, personnel, procedures, pro- ||Sonshine ClubEvents............. 8
gramming-and our church be an empty suit!

v

What God is after is transformation-an internal revolution-that will,
of course, lead to an external difference. But, it starts in the heart-
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March 28 Palm Sunday [The Lord’s Supper]
April 4 Easter Sunday [Baptism] No evening service
April 24 Operation In As Much
A May 2 Senior Adult Day —a day in honor of the Senior Adults
May 9 Mother’s Day No evening service
May 23 Youth Sunday/Graduate Recognition
LOOK June 20 Father’s Day No evening service
July 4 Christian Citizenship Sunday No evening service
July 18 Baptism & the Lord’s Supper
AHEAD. e July 25-29 VBS
September 12 Homecoming
October 3 The Lord’s Supper
October 10 Soul Winning Commitment Day
November 7 High Attendance Day [Baptism]
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and until such a radical realignment of our
thoughts, emotions and will toward loving
God and loving people occurs-we will never
be any different. We will fritter away our op-
portunity and waste our energy on dressing
up-keeping up appearances-and fail to im-
pact our world.

It starts with me. As a leader in the church,
am I mostly hot air, or is there a heart, hot
for God that marks me? It is a sobering
thing to consider that I may have served as a
pastor for thirty years-during which time I
have learned new ways of doing things, hav-
ing honed my skills as a "professional," but
be no closer to God and no more like Christ
than when I began this journey. Perhaps I
am being too introspective and too harsh in
that judgment, but if I am not ruthless in my
evaluation and relentless in my pursuit of
whole-hearted devotion then transformation
is impossible.

During the nearly decade and a half of shep-
herding this flock, we have seen some
changes. You might like them; you might
not. Some may think them too many; others
not enough. Those are not my concerns this
morning as I write this. My fear is that most
of these changes are external and that at the
core we are no different than when we
started down this road together. The more
things change, the more they stay the
same. Is this the tragic reality?

What can be done? We choose to modify the
externals-polish them and perfect them-
because that involves a lesser price. We know
that transformation is costly-it is a willingness
to deny self and die to who we are and what
we want in order to be raised to walk in a new
and higher way. It is "bringing every thought
into captivity to the obedience of Christ" (2
Cor.10:5). It is letting "this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil.2:5). Itis
to, "Set your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth..." and losing our life in
"Christ who is our life" (Col.3:2-4). That high
price tag is why we often choose external
change rather than internal transformation.

When you dress for church tomorrow, put on
your body that which would honor God,
whether it be a business suit or blue
jeans. Much more importantly, "put off the old
man with his deeds, and...put on the new man
who is renewed in knowledge according to the
image of Him who created him" (Col. 3:9b-
10). That's transformation. That's what I'm
praying for. Let it begin with me.




HOMEBOUND MINISTRY

Submitted by Monica Young
& The Homebound Team

The Homebound Team would like to recognize Ms. Evelyn Lance as our homebound saint of the
month.

Ms. Lance resides at the Hominy Valley Retirement Center, located at 2189 Smoky Park High-
way in Candler. I had the pleasure of meeting Evelyn while she was residing at Pisgah Manor
Nursing Home where she lived several years after injuring her back. I lost track of Evelyn for a
few months, when she was residing at Emerald Ridge Nursing Home in Weaverville. Thank-
fully, I ran into her again at Pole Creek due to the graciousness of Joe and Robyn Tounzen, who
pick Evelyn up for church on Sundays whenever she is able to attend. Evelyn quickly informed
me that she was back in the area, and in the next breath, asked when we were going to come
and visit. Evelyn loves to come to church and be with her church family whenever she can. As
of recently, Evelyn has been unable to attend due to breaking her ankle a second time and
health issues. I'm sure that Evelyn would appreciate it, if you would keep her in your thoughts
and prayers.

Evelyn was born on June 4, 1932 to Lois and Herbert Green. She grew up on Beaverdam Road
in Asheville. She grew up amongst three brothers, Hershel, Paul, and Harold and three sisters,
Marie, Willie Mae, and Vivian.

Evelyn went to school in Candler through the 7" grade and later worked with gladiolus flowers
for many years. She was married once. Her marriage of 27 years ended in divorce. Although
she never had children of her own, she talks of happy trips to the store with nieces and neph-
ews. She also has the bubbly personality of a sweet grandma and a smile that brightens a
room.

When I asked her to tell me a special memory, she beamed and talked about how she loves
Pole Creek and all the friends she has met at our church. She also said to thank all her friends
at Pole Creek and to tell them thank you for taking care of her.

It is always a pleasure to spend time with Evelyn because her sweet disposition and her quick
“I love you” and hugs are such a blessing. It's amazing how we, on the Homebound Team, go
to see these sweet saints and we are the ones that receive the true blessing.

Evelyn would love to hear from you and would love to see you, so if you would like to drop a
card in the mail or drop by and visit, her address is:

Evelyn Lance

Courtyard Rehab & Nursing Care
455 Victoria Road Room 126B
Asheville , NC 28801
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Homebound 9:30 AM-12:30PM | 6:00PM-10PM
Visitation 7:15PM Parents Morning | Parent’s Night Out
6:00 PM C.AR.E. WOFShIp on Outin FLC in FLC
7:00 PM Prayer Wednesday
Meeting
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
7 am Deacon’s
Mtg. .
8:30 Bible Study Cvlfsﬁ.“ﬂ o
9:45 Worship Wednesday

11:00 Bible Study

5:30 PM Evening
Worship

7-11 PM BIG

GAME Party in the

Powerhouse

5:30 PM AWANA

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:30 Bible Study

9:45 Worship 7:15 PM
11:00 Bible Study Worship on
4:30 SS Workers Wednesday
Meeting
5:30 PM AWANA
5:30PM Valentine

Banquet in FH

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

8:30 Bible Study
9:45 Worship 7:15 PM

11:00 Bible Study Worship on

4:30 SS Workers Wednesday

Meeting

5:30 PM Evening
Worship

5:30 PM AWANA

28

8:30 Bible Study
9:45 Worship
11:00 Bible Study
5:30 PM Evening
Worship
5:30 PM AWANA




=

The Proclaimer

Page5
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Homebound 5:15 PM Meal 9:30 AM-12:30PM | 6:00PM-10PM
Visitation 6:00 PM SLU Parents Morning | Parent’s Night Out
6:00PMCARE. | 7:15pM Outin FLC in FLC
7:00 PM Prayer Worship on
Meeting | wednesday
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
7 am Deacon’s 5:15 PM Meal 7PM-7AM
Mtg. 6:00 PM SLU Student Ministr
8:30 Bible Study 7:15 PM A Nt Lockt
9:45 Worship Worship on ight Lock-in
11:00 Bible Study Wednesday FLC
5:30 W Evrt]a.ning
orshi . ;
5:30 PM AW,EN A | Week of | Prayer for Annie Armstrong | NAM Easter | Offering
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Sav?r?yggtll'time 5:15 PM Meal
Beg i s 6:00 PM SLU 9:30 AM-12:39PM
=eqins 7:15 PM Parents Morning
8:30 Bible Study Worship on Outin FLC
9:45 Worship Wednesday
11:00 Bible Study
5:30 PM Evening
Worship
5:30 PM AWANA
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30 Bible Study 5:15 PM Meal
9:45 Worship 6:00 PM SLU
11:00 Bible Study 7:15 PM
5:30 PM Evening Worship on
Worship Wednesday
5:30 PM AWANA
28 PamSun. | 29 30 31
8:30 Bible Study 5:15 PM Meal
9:45 Worship 6:00 PM SLU
11Am-1PM-Senior Worshi on
Adult Sonshine W P
ednesday

Club Luncheon-FH

5:30 PM Evening
Worship

5:30 PM AWANA
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Yo are indiked Lo-
What: @ Special Vafentine Banquel

When: Febuary 14th, 2010

Fime: 5:30 PO

Coot: $15.00 per person




The Proclaimer
Page 7

N

Spring

Semester
of SLU
starts Wednesday

March 3rd
at
6:00 PM

For all the latest adventures
for kids-Check out:

Www.treasurehousekids.com



