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Our Vision: 

ñGathered in Godôs grace  

and led by the Holy Spirit,  

Alexandria First Presbyterian Church 

joyfully worships, prayerfully seeks,  

and gratefully shares as a loving family 

growing in Jesus Christ.ò 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

September 

2010  
visit us on the Web at 

www.AlexandriaFirstPresbyterian.org  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Events for September 
Regular worship services are held at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday mornings beginning September 19. 

Christian education classes for children and youth resume September 19. 

We hope you will join us! 

 
 

Sunday, September 5 

      

 

Worship, Communion 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship, Courtyard 11:00 a.m. 

Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 

 
Sunday, September 12 

      

Worship, Sr High Mission Presentation 10:00 a.m. 

Homecoming Celebration 11:00 a.m. 

Gospel: Luke 15:1-10 

 
Sunday, September 19 

  

Worship 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

Christian Education 9:15 a.m. 

Gospel: Luke 16:1-13 

 
Sunday, September 26 

      

Worship 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

Christian Education 9:15 a.m. 

Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.alexandriafirstpresbyterian.org/
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Branches 
Alexandria First Presbyterian Church  

ºI am the vine, you are the branches.» 
         

3                                                                      

 

 

          
ñ
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,  

so that you may discern what is the will of Godð 

what is good and acceptable and perfect.ò 

Romans 12:2 

 

Dear Everybody, 

 

In her beautiful book called Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life, Marjorie 

Thompson writes about a hunger in our culture that causes people to seek a sign and deep sense of 

connection to God.  Sometimes, in the beauty, peace and relaxation of lovely summer days, it feels as if 

God renews our souls in our prayer, rest and moments with family. 

 

That same renewal uplifts our spirits as September arrives and the programming year of 

Alexandria First begins!  So many wonderful moments will lift up the churchôs love of God and one 

another, beginning with the celebration of the Lordôs Supper on Sunday, September 5
th
.  Homecoming 

Sundayôs one 10 AM worship celebration will be blessed with the involvement of the senior high youth 

as they share their summer mission experiences while they were in Scranton, Pennsylvania, helping 

others in so many ways.  On September 19
th
, the church will resume worshipping at 9:00 AM and 10:30 

AM and Sunday school will begin.  Look for more information on these and other blessed moments 

inside this issue of Branches.  

 

As September begins, let us continue to be connected in all ways to the Lord while also 

appreciating the moments of worship and activity that we lift up in Godôs name.  I pray that you are 

continually blessed during this interim time ï a time when so many people have used their different gifts 

to make this church a truly blessed place. 

 

As you lift up your lives to the Lord in prayer, song, worship, evangelism and mission, I hope 

you will continue to make time to rest in Godôs love through your prayer, devotion and Scripture reading 

and study.  God so loves us! 

        Many blessings, 

       Di ane  
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Church Family 
 

 

Weddings 

Godôs fullest blessings are granted to Jessica 

Heinbach and Ryan Doyle who were married at 

Alexandria Church on August 6, 2010. 

 

 

Blessings are also extended to Fran Osman and 

Ken Wieder who were married at the church on 

August 28, 2010. 

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations are extended to our former 

pastor Reverend Jack Van Ens upon his 

recognition by the members of House of 

Representative of the State of Colorado for his 

contribution to the cultural and historic 

remembrance of Thomas Jefferson, the third 

president of the United States.   

 

Condolences 

Christian sympathy and prayers are extended to 

the family of Bud Snyder who passed away July 

19, 2010.  Bud and his wife Kaye are former 

members of Alexandria Church who were active 

and faithful members several years 

ago. 
 

Prayers for comfort and of 

compassion are also expressed for 

Glynn Skibinski whose father, 

Paul Skibinski, passed away July 

26, 2010. 
  

Let us also remember the family of Evelyn 

Michaels, our former organist, whose father, 

John A. Becker, passed away August 1, 2010. 
 

Prayers of support and reassurance are extended 

to Megan Armstrong and children upon the 

death of her father, Bobby Thomson, on August 

17, 2010. 

 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

In the presence of God, family, and the 

congregation of Alexandria Church the 

following claimed Godôs covenant promise 

through the Sacrament of Baptism on July 11, 

2010. 

À Alyssa Schuetz, daughter of Scott and Mary 

Schuetz 

À Brandon Schuetz, son of Scott and Mary 

Schuetz 

À Edward Sutton, son of Patricia Gendek-

Sutton 

 

New Addresses 

Nerva Altino 

160-24 121
st
 Avenue 

Jamaica, New York 

11434-2409 

 
The Grajewski Family 

4414 Staymates Court 

Export, Pennsylvania 15632 

 

Mail Call  

James Tiedeman would appreciate notes and 

cards from home while in Naval Basic 

Training.   Please send letters, news, cards, and 

notes of support (no ñcare packagesò please) up 

until September 14 to: 

 

SR Tiedeman, James N. 

Ship 06 Div 945 

Recruit Training Command 

3510 Illinois Street 

Great Lakes, Illinois 

60088-3119 
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Homecoming Sunday 

and Ministry Fair  

Sunday, September 12, 2010 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Worship in the Sanctuary 

Sermon and Sr High Mission Presentation 

Anthem by Cancel Choir 
 

11:00 a.m. 

Homecoming Celebration  

and Ministry Fair  

Fellowship Hall 
 

Refreshments 

Games for the Kids 

Sign up for Sunday School  

Opportunities for Ministry  

See Old Friends and Make New Ones 
 

And on the Following Sunday,  

September 19, 2010 

Two-service worship schedule resumes  

at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday school classes for two year olds  

through high school resumes at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Gifts for Ministry and Member Info Update  
During worship on Homecoming Sunday, September 12, you will have the chance to review a list of 

ministry opportunities for the coming program year.  In recognition of Godôs love and gifts, you will be 

asked to check each area of ministry where you sense God has given you a gift and you may be willing to 

serve.  We ask that every adult and every teen of each family complete their own form.  We thank you in 

advance for your help in considering these opportunities for ministry! 
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Heartfelt Thanks  
Our Vacation Bible School mission was a complete success thanks to the support and courage of so 

many.  Our deepest gratitude to all those who worked behind the scenes and on-site both before and 

during this blessed week.  The decorations, stories, crafts, songs, games, and snacks were all spirit-

filled.  Your guidance and enthusiasm brought the Word of God to life for so many children.  Special 

thanks to Inspector M for his memorable teaching.  We hope you all enjoyed the week and encourage you 

to join Vacation Bible School again next year!   
 

On behalf of Alexandria First Presbyterian Church, we were able to deliver 172 items that were on the 

needed school supplies list for the children who are currently clients of the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen.  

A total of $242.11 was collected as a goodwill offering during the week, which will go towards next 

yearôs VBS program.  44 Special Agents (children) attended VBS this year with 22 Special Agents-in-

Charge (teen helpers) who assisted in their daily missions for God.  We had 15 Supervisory Special 

Agents (adult volunteers) that were invaluable during the week.   
 

God bless you all, 

Shari Norgard and Renee Skibinski 

 

Youth Ministry at Alexandria Church  
Senior and Junior Highs 

Contact Renee Skibinski 479-4828 or 

Al Navarro 996-1493 

Sunday, September 12  

 

Our Mission: 

Closer to God 

Closer to the Bible 

Closer to each other 

Closer to AFPC 

 

 

Attention ALL Junior and Senior High members (those in 

grades 7
th
 through 12

th
)!  Mark your calendars for our first 

get-together of the new program year.  Stay tuned for details, 

more info to follow!   

 

Deacons Highlights 
From July 14, 2010 

À The tradition of serving lemonade and cookies on Communion Sundays during the summer will 

continue. 

À A discussion on delivering meals to families presently in need was held. 

À Job assignments for the coming year are as follows: Sue and Linda, co-moderators; Arlene, card 

ministry; Carol, meal coordination; Jim and Pat, food pantry, Thanksgiving baskets, and military gift 

project; Ed, tape ministry; Lois, communion supply; Joan, recording secretary. 

À Continued discussion on purchasing aprons was held. 

À Robin reported the Garden of Prayer was a success with about 30 people in attendance. 

À A thank you card from the family of Malvina Rounsaville was shared. 

À Jim and Pat reported on the status of our food pantry.  20 outdated canned goods were discarded and 

the rest delivered to Frenchtown.   

À Jim and Pat also proposed a mission project of sending packages to the military abroad.   
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Session Highlights 
Regular Meeting of June 9, 2010, 2009 

À Clerk of Session Lee Smith was re-elected as such for a one-year term. 

À Approved the baptisms of Brandon and Alyssa Schuetz and of Edward Sutton for July 11, 2010. 

À Diane Ruffle reported she has been engaged in pre-marital counseling with Jessica Heinbach and her 

fiancé Ryan Doyle and with Fran Osman and Ken Wieder.  She has counseled the parents of the children 

scheduled for baptism.  She also conducted a graveside funeral service.   

À A manual of church policies and procedures prepared by Pati Tiedeman and Diane Ruffle was distributed. 

À The following motions presented by the Youth Ministry Team were approved: Meghan Kunichôs Junior 

High mission workcamp the week of August 9
th
, administering The Lordôs Supper to the Senior High 

mission trip participants, holding a post-mission trip get-together at the church or at a residence this 

summer, and developing a mission trip deposit policy for adoption in 2010 with a possible covenant 

drawn up in the fall. 

À Homecoming Sunday will be September 12. 

À Approved that Alice Muztafago will serve as the second elder on the Nominating Team.  A replacement 

for elder Tracy Grajewski needs to be found. 

À Approved a youth concert on October 17, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. with a free-will offering to be taken up. 

À Elder Tracy Grajewski expressed her thanks and gratitude to the church and congregation for being her 

church home and requested prayers as her family embarks on a new chapter in life. 
 

 

 

Annual Joint Session/Deacons Meeting of July 14, 2010 

À Clerk of Session Lee Smith reported a bequest from the estate of Malvina Rounsaville is presently in 

probate. 

À Elder Tom Jones spoke briefly about his upcoming ordination exams at the end of August and requested 

prayers. 

À A study period on the book Acts for Everyone continued with discussion on how the Holy Spirit is at 

work in Godôs people. 

À A meeting will be held in August to plan Homecoming.  Each team will present a poster and display 

table.  Teams will also put together their items for the Gifts for Ministry inventory. 

À Approved resuming Sunday school on September 19 at which time the two-service program of worship 

will resume as well. 

À Elder Jim Bush on behalf of the PNC reported that phone interviews are progressing.  There is a good 

pool of potential candidates.  To date over 100 resumes have been reviewed and the committee is feeling 

very positive. 

À The Building and Property ministry team reported repairs to the air conditioning are being checked by a 

contractor, that they are looking into outside groupsô storage issues, and that specific needs will be 

addressed on the Gifts for Ministry form. 

À Approved holding Exploring Membership classes on October 17, February 13, and May 1.   

À The Mission Interpretation team reported that Charlie Tiedeman will go to Mexico for further research on 

the Living Waters Program in November.  Also approval was given for moving $180 unused funds from 

the NOLA line item to Living Waters and for taking up the Peace Making offering on October 3. 

À Dianeôs renewal contract was presented and approved on motion and by voice vote. 

À Approved holding a concert by Beverly Burton on November 14 and healing service on November 17. 
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Peacemaking Offering 
Contact Tom Jones 996-6527 

Our congregation will participate in the Presbyterian Peacemaking Offering, which will be received on 

World Communion Sunday, October 3.  The Peacemaking Offering is one of four 

denominational offerings taken during the year.  This offering supports the 

peacemaking ministries of congregations, presbyteries, synods, and the General 

Assembly.  25% of the offering will remain within our own congregation for 

peacemaking activities that we designate.  Watch for more information in the 

September church bulletins and look for giving envelopes in the pew racks. 
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The Board of Deacons 
Contact Sue Lawson 454-0775 or  

Linda Andreychak 310-4996 

The deacons will have their first meeting of the new program year on Monday, September 13 at 7:00 p.m.  

If any deacon cannot make the meeting, please contact Sue or Linda.  The Board of Deacons welcomes 

your input so if you have any concerns or needs, please feel free to reach out to any deacon. 

To know love, open your heart to Jesus. To show love, open your heart to others. 

 

Food Pantry 
Contact Jim Hansen 996-4342 or  

Pat Keefe 730-7381 

ñBut when you help a needy person, 

do it in such a way that even your closest friend will not know about it, 

but it will be a private matter. And your Father, 

 who sees what you do in private, will reward you.ò 

Matthew 6:3-4 
 

The deacon coordinators for food donations from our church to the Frenchtown Church Food Pantry are 

asking for items to restock the pantry shelves in our sanctuaryôs basement.  They transport donations to 

the Food Pantry on a monthly basis.  Alexandria Church families are invited to take any donations for 

their own use as well.  Contact Pat at or Jim with any questions or suggestions. 
 

The following is an explanation of the Food Pantryôs mission summarized from the Frenchtown 

Presbyterian Church website: 
 

The Food Pantry at Frenchtown Presbyterian exists to provide help for those who are having 

a little trouble making ends meet.  Non-perishable foods such as canned soups, vegetables, 

and fruits; household goods such as laundry detergent and toilet tissue; and fresh butter, eggs 

and cheese are stocked.  The pantry receives donations from the Frenchtown Sunday school, 

other local churches, schools, scout groups, and other local organizations. 
 

The Food Pantry is located in the rear of the Parish House.  The entrance is off the parking lot.  It is open 

every Monday morning from 10 to 10:30 a.m.  The Pantry is also open at 6 p.m. on the first and third 

Mondays of the month, a temporary measure due to increased demand.  Betty Westlake is the volunteer 

Food Pantry Manager. 
 

Nonperishable Items Especially Needed 

  Canned fruit  Salad dressing 

  Chunky-style soups Laundry detergent 

  Dinty Moore beef stew Shampoo 

  Paper products: tissue, toilet paper, paper towels 

 

Perishable Items for the Frenchtown Church Kitchen Refrigerator 

  Yogurt   Taylor pork roll 

  Butter   Eggs 

  Hot dogs  Cheese: individually wrapped slices 
 

Please remember the Food Pantry in these tough economic times! 
 

contributed by Jim Hansen, jmhansenpls@nac.net  

 

mailto:jmhansenpls@nac.net
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Senior Citizens 
Contact Art Pfefferle 996-6838 

or Everittstown Church 996-4501 

There has been some interest by seniors in 

Alexandria Township to form a seniorôs club.  

There will be a kick off meeting on Wednesday 

September 15, 2010, 1:00 p.m. at Everittstown 

Church Social Hall.  Please join us!   

Submitting News Items for 

Branches 

Items for the monthly Branches newsletter are 

due on the third Thursday of each month.   

                          Issue Due Date 

                          October September 23, 9:00 a.m. 

                          November October 21, 9:00 a.m. 
 

 

Confirmation  
Contact Church Off ice 996-4333 

The Confirmation Class of 2011 will be comprised of about 9 students who are interested in becoming 

disciples of Christ.  Plans for this yearôs program 2010-2011 will begin soon and a kick-off meeting will 

be held in September.  All children starting 8
th
 grade this September are encouraged to participate.   

 

Wherever you are in your faith journey, God is calling you to continue to grow and explore your faith.  

Becoming an adult mentor for our confirmation program is a great way for you to continue this amazing 

journey.  If you are willing to read, discuss, share, laugh, pray, and grow closer to members of your 

church family, please consider becoming an adult participant in this yearôs mentor program. 
 

If you have a child starting the 8
th
 grade this September, an older child who has not yet been confirmed, 

or are considering becoming a mentor please contact the church office. 

 

Use Us 
We enthusiastically request articles from your ministry team or area of ministry for the monthly 

newsletter.  The churchôs newsletter is one of the best ways to let members and friends of the 

congregation know whatôs going on in the life of the church.  So letôs get those articles rolling in!  Who 

knows, you may pick up some volunteers or participants for YOUR program or ministry!  Call, email, or 

leave a note in the admin. assistantôs mailbox and weôll take it from there! 

 
 

 

 

Have a  
 
 
 
 
 

phone Number  or  
Email /   Postal  

Address?  

 

If you or a family member has changed 

ócontact infoô since the publication of our 

last church directory (February 2010), 

please be sure to let the church office know.  

Donôt be left in the dark when important 

church communications are issuedðstay in 

touch so we can stay in touch!  Our new 

directory will come out this fall! 
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Free Historical Presentation 
High Bridge Reformed Church 

23 Church Street  

High Bridge, New Jersey   

Thursday, September 16 at 7:30 p.m. 

Contact Linda Thomas 479-4672 

Everyone is invited to attend an historical presentation!  Through her efforts, Linda Thomas has formed a 

not-for-profit foundation, ñFriends of High Bridge Reformed 

Church,ò to repair and preserve her childhood church in High Bridge.  

The foundation is not affiliated in any way with the Reformed Church 

of America and is strictly for historic preservation of this important 

building. 
 

The speaker, W. B. Thomson, is a recognized authority on the 

architect George B. Post, who designed the magnificent High Bridge 

Reformed Church.  George B. Post designed many important 

buildings in Manhattan, as well as opulent homes for the Vanderbilts, 

in both New Jersey and New York.  Mr. Thomson will show many 

examples of Postôs work.  You will be amazed that an architect of this 

caliber was hired to build this small-town church when you see the 

other buildings to his credit.  
 

The church is listed on the State and National Registries and is 

virtually intact as it was built in the mid-1800s.  The pipe organ is 

original to the building as well.  We hope you will join us for an evening of music, history, and desserts!    

                                            contributed by Linda Thomas, ht4672@embarqmail.com   

 

 

 

Choir Schedule 
Contact Nerva Altino 917-922-5558 

Thursday, Sept. 2 Women 7 p.m., Men 8 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept 5 None 

Thursday, Sept 9 Teen 6:30 p.m., Chancel 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept 12 Chancel 10 a.m. 

Thursday, Sept 16 Junior 6:30 p.m., Chancel 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept 19 Junior 9 and 10:30 a.m. 

Thursday, Sept 23 Teen 6:30 p.m., Chancel 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept 26 None 

Thursday, Sept 30 Chancel: tba 

 

 

 
 

mailto:ht4672@embarqmail.com

