
In my previous article I concluded by 
asking you to think about what you 
know of Bethany’s history.  What are 
the strengths in that story?  What 
events have been teachable moments?  
What from our history is important to 
carry into the future? 
 
Persons with experience and knowl-
edge in understanding the transitions in 
a congregation’s life when there is a 
change in pastoral leadership identify 
“coming to terms with history” as one 
of the tasks to be taken seriously.  As 
human beings, our lives are shaped and 
formed by our history---by those 
events and experiences that occur on 
the journey through life.  We can each 
look back and tell stories of experi-
ences that changed the direction of our 
lives, that made indelible marks on our 

personalities and shaped our choices.  
Some were joyous, others were diffi-
cult.  But the lighter and the darker 
threads have been woven into the fab-
ric that is our life.  Some things we 
might want to forget, but their effects 
will not disappear.  Other things we 
celebrate and try to nurture throughout 
our life. 
 
The life of a congregation is much the 
same.  The Bethany we experience to-
day is the result of 125 years of life.  
This story has recently been celebrated.  
In 1884 sixteen people came to the 
conclusion that Christ was calling them 
to become a church, a congregation.  
My guess is these were poor immi-
grants who had arrived from Sweden 
carrying the Pietist revivals in their 
hearts and were convinced they needed 

to join together to sus-
tain their faith in the 
midst of all the other 
hardships of immigrant 
life.  What mattered was 
that Jesus was present 
with them, giving them 

life and hope.  And these founders had 
a passion to share the good news about 
Jesus.  They were “mission friends.”   
Anniversaries provided the opportunity 
to tell the stories that are remembered 
as this congregation grew and continu-
ally sought to be faithful to Christ’s 
call and mission.  The stories told at 
anniversaries generally rejoice in suc-
cesses and accomplishments, in the 
faithfulness of church heroes and hero-
ines, stories of strength.  We try to for-
get the stories of failure, grief, and 
struggle.  But, as in our individual 
lives, these stories shape us as much, 
or even more than the successes and 
triumphs. 
 
continued on page 2 
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Saturday September 18th  6:00 p.m. 
Guest Speaker: Graham Seekamp 

 
Bethany Covenant Church Women’s Ministries is 
pleased to sponsor a fun evening for boys and the impor-
tant men in their lives to come and share an evening to-
gether.  Come enjoy dinner and challenges of strength 
with boys!  

 
Graham is a man of many talents.  
He is a body builder,  fitness 
trainer,  personal trainer, 4th 
grade school teacher and all 
around great guy!  He also has a  
fitness program on public TV and 
has been the  personal trainer for 
Scot Haney on WFSB Channel 3. 
 

Tickets ~ Adults: $10;age 10 & under: $5 
Family Max: $25 

 
Tickets may be purchased at church or by calling the 

church office.     

“Role Models for a Lifetime” 

 SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 

12th 
Two Worship Services ~ 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  
 

9:30 a.m. ~ several special events will take place: 
♦ Everyone is invited to share a special breakfast 

from 9:30-11:00am in the Gathering Place. A 
freewill offering will be received and all pro-
ceeds from this breakfast will benefit our Feed 
My Starving Children event.  Breakfast will be 
served from 9:30-11:00am. Families with chil-
dren and youth are asked to eat from 10:15-
11:00, after the parent orientation (see below). 

♦ At 9:30 am, our elementary grade children will 
be escorted from the Sanctuary to the Home-
builder’s Room to participate in a specially 
planned “one room school house” from 9:30-
10:15am. 

♦ Parents of children and youth are asked to please 
stay in the Sanctuary for an important time of 
orientation for the fall activities from 9:30-
10:15am. 

11:00 ~ Safe-Church Training/Orientation 
This is for Children & Youth SS teachers & Youth 
Group leaders. Please plan to attend the 8:30 wor-
ship service. If you can’t attend this session, please 
come on Monday the 13th. 
 



PARSON TO PERSON, continued 
 
This interim season is a good time to determine the difficult stories that continue to have an influence and power on the 
life of the congregation. I have had forty years experience in various congregations and it was not long after arriving as 
pastor that I began to hear some of the stories that still had power.  Some stories were about a conflict over one issue or 
another that alienated people who had once been close friends.  Their unresolved differences found expression in many 
church decisions where these people opposed each other without any real interest in the issue to be decided, they just 
wanted to fight, wanted the power.  I’ve experienced the turbulence that happens when one person or a small group of 
persons decides they are going to control the agenda, ignoring the wisdom of the larger congregation.  The injury that 
happens sidetracks the congregation from its mission.  I’m quite ignorant of the difficult stories that are a part of Beth-
any’s history, but for the sake of the effectiveness of your next pastor and the continuing pursuit of Christ’s ministry 
here, I think the experts are correct that this is the right time to identify those stories that still have power today and to 
work at resolution and reconciliation.  If there are “roots of bitterness”, they need to be remedied to insure the future 
thriving of the congregation.  Difficult and painful stories have been a part of Christian congregations since the begin-
ning when there was great stress over whether Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians could eat at the same table.  Re-
solving that crisis was of great significance if the church was to grow and reach out into the pagan world.  So I encour-
age us to grapple with any stories that still have the power to deflect us from our ministry and mission. 
 
See you in church! 

 A NOTE FROM THE MINISTER OF MUSIC  
Olga Ljungholm 

 

As you may know, the church granted me a sabbatical, based on 
the fact that I completed my 7th year of serving as your Minister of 
Music. The word “sabbatical” may be somewhat new to those 
who are new to the church. It is a “a clergy word”, and is meant to 
be a time of physical rest and spiritual renewal, as well as profes-
sional development. I want to let you know that I will begin my 8-
week sabbatical on September 14th and will be back in church the 
week of November 9th. During that time I do plan to travel and 
spend time with my family. I deeply appreciate this opportunity 
that Bethany graciously has given me. I want to express my heart-
felt thanks to the Church Council, the Worship and Music Minis-
try Team and to all of you, who have taken part in discussing and 
then approving my sabbatical plan and for all of your support. 
Also, I anticipate the sabbatical time to be an important time in  
my life and I want to ask for your prayer support. 
 

Before I depart, I’ve been working hard on planning for the Music 
Ministry at Bethany this Fall. I am happy to let you know that the 
planning is going very well! As we begin September, all of our 
music groups, choirs and bands, will be resuming their weekly 
rehearsals and preparing to lead worship services.  I am thankful 
to Pastors Phil, Diane and Becky for working with me, planning 
the worship services through Thanksgiving. We are blessed to 
have people with various musical gifts among our congregation 
who will step forward, providing sufficient substituting for me 
during the time that I will be gone. I want to especially mention 
Steven Yantz, who will be the Coordinator of the Music Ministry, 
making sure that everything runs smoothly. Steven will lead the 
Sanctuary Choir, including the rehearsals for the Christmas Can-
tata, which will begin on October 14th. A team of keyboard play-
ers will be providing music at 11 o’clock worship service, as well 
as accompanying the Choir. I am grateful  to Chris Newton, Ruth 
Holt, Becky Bohy and Corinne Terlecky for committing to being 
the substitutes on piano and organ. Corinne will also lead “Joyful 
Noise,” our children’s choir. Corinne is the Choral Director at 
McGee Middle School in Berlin.  At the 8:30 service our worship 
bands will take turns leading, and will include Act of Praise (with 
the help of the keyboard players Linda Hoops and Susan Larson), 
Salvation Road and SALT Band. They have been doing a great 
deal of planning, preparing and praying.   
 

I will miss you all very much and will be anticipating getting back 
feeling refreshed, renewed and recharged. I will be back in place 
to prepare for the Christmas season and I can’t wait! 
 

MINISTER OF MUSIC SABBATICAL 
By Pastor Diane Stevenson 

 
As was reported in the July Tidings, Olga 
Ljungholm has been approved for an 8-week 
sabbatical this Fall.  Personally, I can not tell 
you how grateful Becky and I have been for the 
opportunity to take a “Sabbath” from ministry 
and to have an opportunity to rest, reflect and 
re-tool for the future.  Since January, 2000, the 
church has provided for Becky, myself and Pas-
tor Brockett to have sabbaticals.  We have 
benefited from this opportunity that the church 
has afforded us and I am certain the sabbatical 
experience has contributed to the longevity, and 
creativity of our staff, which in turn has pro-
vided great dividends to our church and our 
ministry together. 

 

During the time that Olga is away, staff and 
numerous volunteers are here to step in and fill 
in the gap.  Olga has worked very hard to make 
sure that the music ministry will continue in her 
absence and the staff, volunteers and the Wor-
ship & Music Ministry Team will oversee the 
ongoing music ministry of our church. Olga 
will be here through Rally Day, and then will be 
leaving for some time with her family in Rus-
sia.  Though I don’t think too many folks will 
be calling Russia, we ask that you refrain from 
contacting her during her time away so that she 
can get the break that she needs and deserves.  
In addition, please remember to pray for her 
during this time of rest and renewal.   



???? Do you know: 
The five basic types of abuse are: Physical, Sexual, Emotional, Psychological and Financial. 
Child abuse, spousal abuse and elder abuse come under the umbrella of Domestic Violence. 
 
The Advocacy for Victims of Abuse (AVA) is an initiative of Covenant Women’s Ministries, 
begun in 2004 to:  
provide resources to bring healing to victims of abuse; equip the church to minister to victims of 
abuse; and promote preventative measures to combat abuse. 
 
The Bethany Bible study group at CVOC has become actively interested in AVA and in getting the word out about do-
mestic violence. A planning group has been formed and is currently in the process of education. The short term goal is 
to share information learned with the church family. October is Domestic Violence Awareness month; watch for more 
AVA information and opportunities to help.  
 
AVA Planning Group: Margaret Johnson, Carolyn Brookes, Gertrude Johnson, Evelyn Petterson, Sandi Noel 

    AVA  
and what our  
Seniors are  

doing ! 

SENIOR MINISTRY — SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 

 
CAPE COD DAY TRIP 

Bourne’s 41st SCALLOP FESTIVAL and CAPE COD CANAL 
CRUISE 

  
Saturday, September 25, 2010—Leaving approximately 7:30am 

 
See Evelyn Petterson or Sandi Noel for trip Release forms 

 
Visit  

FT. TRUMBULL STATE PARK  
& MUSEUM, New London  

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9th, 9:30am—4:00pm  
  Bring bag lunch for picnic.    

  >>>We will carpool, sign up on Sign-up sheet     

 UPDATE FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 
Bethany Covenant Church Profile 

 

The Senior Pastoral Search Committee is pleased to announce that the church profile is complete! Work on this 23 page docu-
ment has been a major focus of the search committee for several months. What is a profile you ask?  It is the “picture” of our 
congregation that is given to potential candidates who are in the call process. In Bethany’s profile we have included informa-
tion about our history, our facility, our staff, our vision for ministry, our governance, our community, and our stewardship and 
giving. In addition we included a statistical analysis of our membership by age and household, church growth, new member 
demographics and the cities and towns represented in our congregation. 
 

The Covenant Church denomination web site has posted our profile online. You will find directions for viewing and 
downloading this document by going to covchurch.org. If you have difficulty completing this task you may contact the church 
office or any member of the search committee for help. 
 

Thank you for your prayers – we have felt your support and want you to know that every Thursday night at 7pm when we 
meet, a portion of our time together is devoted to prayer for each of you! We will continue to bring you news of our progress. 
In mid September there will be several opportunities for you to meet with members of the committee to  discuss the results of 
the congregational surveys that many of you completed. Watch for those dates and support us by taking an active role in this 
exciting search! 
 

David Bohy, Bev Freeman, Peter Hansen, Karen Johnson, Larry Nelson, Hilde Sager, Stephani Shivers, Bob Whitehead,    
Steven Yantz 



OUR PLAN FOR TRANSITION: STEPPING UP TOGETHER IN FAITH! 
By Becky Poor, Minister to Youth and Families 

 

What a blessing it’s been to serve in this vibrant church, to work with faithful volunteers, and to see God at work in the lives 
of our children and youth for over 10 years! However, God calls us to continually change and grow too. In June, I shared my 
sense that God is calling me out of youth ministry; to pursue other avenues of ministry, and to bring new vision and energy to 
our wonderful youth ministry at Bethany.  
 

I’ll begin this transition on October 1st by decreasing my hours at Bethany to 15 hours per week: focusing more on my studies 
at North Park Seminary, while also participating in a chaplaincy program at Hartford Hospital.  This will be a busy year for me 
as I seek to balance school, chaplaincy, ministry at Bethany, and my family life too. So I’m asking for your help.  
Beginning October 1st, my new hours will be Sundays 8:30am-12:30, Tuesdays 8:30am-4:30pm, and Fridays 8:30am-12:30. 
And my new email address will be  pastorbecky@bethanycovenant.org. These will be the best ways and times to reach me.  I 
will be checking emails on Sundays, Tuesday & Friday. For urgent matters, you can reach me through the church office.  
 

So, you might be wondering, “How will we keep our youth ministry vibrant and strong with Becky only working part-time?”  
The answer is our wonderfully gifted and committed volunteer staff! The search for a Youth pastor continues, but until a per-
manent youth pastor is secured, we will be tapping into the wonderful resources we have right here at Bethany! 
 

Here are the key contact people who have graciously offered to coordinate various aspects of youth ministry during the       
interim period: 
BRIDGE ~ 5-6th grade ~ Sunday School 9:45-10:45 am ~ Ann Burgoyne  ann.burgoyne@gmail.com or 860-613-1195 
BRIDGE ~ 5-6th grade ~ Monday Night 6-7pm ~ Al Kim   al_kim@sbcglobal.net or 860-659-9993 
JAM ~ 7-9th grade ~ Monday Night 6-7:30 ~ Paula Bartlett  hairfacebiz@yahoo.com or 860-518-5902 
Confirmation ~ 7-8th grade ~ Sunday 9:45-10:45 ~ Ann Quinn  aquinn6374@comcast.net or 860-788-6374 
SALT ~ 9-12th grade ~ Sunday Night 6-8pm ~ Craig Hansen chansen06@gmail.com or 860-712-2424 
SALT Band  ~ 9-12th grade  ~ Sunday Night 4:30-6:30 ~ Ken Poor kenneth.poor@cox.net or 860-667-1967 
Senior High Sunday School ~ 9-12th Grade ~ Ruth Satterberg  rrsatterberg@juno.com or 860-632-1492  
 
I’ll still be teaching Confirmation with Ann Quinn, however, I will no longer be leading/attending youth groups. Instead I’ll 
focus on counseling youth and families, while offering assistance and support to our gifted youth leaders. Colleen Kim will 
continue to minister to our younger children and families with love, care, faith and incredible energy.  
 
I’m confident that God will continue to bless and grow this vital ministry. However, we can’t do this alone! WE NEED 
YOUR HELP: generating ideas, providing food, chaperoning trips, leading youth groups, special events and more. So, please 
plan on STEPPING UP TOGETHER IN FAITH, by attending our parent & youth planning sessions (as listed below). If you 
can’t make these meetings, please contact one of us to see how you can support our ministry team. Thank you and God bless 
you!  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th 6:00 p.m.  
Youth & Parent Fall Planning Meeting for SALT youth groups (grades 9-12)    

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th 6:00 p.m.  
Youth & Parent Fall Planning Meeting for youth groups (K,1-2, 3-4, BRIDGE (5-6), JAM (7-9)) 

A WATERED SEED. . .BLOOMS 
Respectfully submitted by Arlene Burek 

Last July, a group of 50 students and counselors from our church participated in a two-hour packing session with a Feed My 
Starving Children MobilePack event held at CHIC. Energized by the spirit and enthusiasm, I said to Becky Poor, “This is so up 
my alley, socializing and having fun while doing God’s work, we need to bring this to CT!” She shared that her husband Ken and 
Ben Smith had the same feeling after packing at CHIC 2006.  Later that night, the Mainstage speaker said, “I don’t care if you are 
a 16-year-old student or a 47-year-old counselor, God is going to plant a seed of desire in your heart and you are to take it home 
and water it!”  Realizing that my 47th birthday was just a month away, I looked at my friends and fellow counselors Maureen and 
Cyndi and said, “Is he talking to me?”  As soon as we got home, we set up a meeting and with God’s direction, a committee 
grew.   
 

In a year of planning, many gifted gardeners came forward to help water the seed of hope to grow a MobilePack in the Central 
CT area.  God’s hand was evident in each aspect of the planning.  Most notably was the agreement by Northeast Utilities to allow 
us to host the event at their CL&P warehouse.  This generous donation included a forklift, operator and a loading dock, which 
enabled us to make FMSC history.  Our event was the first time ever a MobilePack event was able to fill a container and send it 
directly to port, thereby saving shipping costs for the missionary recipient.  On August 26-28, over 1000 volunteers came to hand-
pack 270,864 meals. Representatives from over 20 churches, numerous civic organizations, and school groups and clubs partici-
pated.  The overwhelming response is that people want to do more and do not want to wait another year to pack again.  Fortu-
nately, Development Director Kelli Neilsen of FMSC, has shared that FMSC has targeted CT to bring a permanent site here.  
Praise God for His goodness and faithfulness! Please continue to pray for future efforts and whether or not you have a green 
thumb, you can bring your heart for this vital ministry by helping at our Pumpkin Patch during the month of October.  All pro-
ceeds will benefit FMSC and help us till the soil and water yet another seed to grow next years’ event.  Oh and did you hear? 
Kristen Walsh had a dream that we packed 1,000,000 meals!  With God’s help and yours… next year we will! Thank you to eve-
ryone who gave of their hearts and talents… you are appreciated and loved! 



BETHANY YOUTH GROUPS 
Play games, build friendships, grow in faith, and share the love of Christ. 
SALT (Students Actively Living the Truth) = Grades 9-12 
JAM (Junior highers Active in Ministry) = Grades 7-9 
BRIDGE (Building Relationships In Daily God Experiences) = Grades 5 & 6   
 

SALT BAND Starts Up/Welcomes New Members- Sept. 12th 4:30-6:00 
Do you love to sing or play an instrument? Do you 
love using your gifts to praise God? Come find out 
about SALT BAND’s awesome ministry.  Ken 
Poor, the SALT Band Leader, will be sharing about 
SALT Band’s vision, member expectations, and 
upcoming worship dates. All youth in grades 9-12 
are invited. Note: We NEED a Drummer! Know 
anyone who might be interested?  

 
Free UConn Soccer Tickets- 
 Friday September 17th  
Northeast Utilities has generously donated 25 tick-
ets to the UConn Women’s Soccer game on Friday 
night Sept. 17th vs. Providence University. The 
game will be held @ 7:00pm at the Joseph J.     
Morrone Stadium in Storrs. This will be a fun, free 
Bethany family event. Please see Becky Poor if 
you’d like tickets. These will be given out on a first 
come, first serve basis. 

SEPTEMBER YOUTH Calendar 
11th  9am-9pm SIX FLAGS- FALL QUEST 
12th   9:30-10:15am Parent Orientation 
 11:00-12:30    Safe Church Training for Children & 
  Youth Volunteers 
           4:30-6:00  SALT BAND welcomes new & old members 
13th     6:00-7:30pm  Safe Church Training for Children & 
   Youth Volunteers 
17th     7:00 pm UConn Women’s Soccer (vs. Providence)  
  Free Tickets! 
19th 9:45am Sunday School begins for all ages 
            9:45am Meeting for Confirmation Students & Parents 
   in The Gathering Place 
            4:30-6:00pm SALT BAND 
   6:00-7:30 pm SALT youth & parent planning meeting   
20th      6:00-7:00pm  BRIDGE &JAM youth & parent  
  planning meeting   
24th     7:00 Arms of Love Concert @ Trinity Covenant in  
  Manchester 

BETHANY FAMILY NIGHTS ARE FOR EVERYONE! 
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 20TH 

By Pastor Diane Stevenson 
 

What is Family Night?  It’s a time to share a meal together, whether you are one or a family of 10.  You 
don’t need to have children nor do you need to be married to come to “Family Night”; in fact, it’s a 
wonderful way for singles to eat with others, rather than solo.  It’s a time to get to know others from 
church over a nutritious & modestly priced meal. It’s a time to sit down to share a meal prior to children, 
youth & adults going off to other activities.  Family Night is for the entire Bethany Family! 
 
I invite you and encourage you to give our Monday night dinners a try.  We kick off our program on 
September 20th, serving dinner from 5– 6, with Children’s choirs from 5:20-6:00pm. We are able to 
offer the meal at such a reasonable cost ($5 for adults, $2 for children under 10 & $1 for preschoolers) 
because of faithful volunteers. 
 

Youth and children in Grades K-9 and their parents are asked to share in a time of fall planning from 6:00-
7:00pm that evening. We’ll brainstorm ideas for special events, and divide up some important responsibilities. With 
Becky Poor’s decreasing role in youth ministry, there’s a need for us to work together as a team to help our children and 
youth ministries stay vibrant and strong. 
 
Adult Study beginning September 20th will be the Lessons from Luke,  with the first evening being an introduction to 
the places where Jesus walked and taught.   
 
We’re also in need of volunteers in the kitchen. We’re currently setting up our teams, who cook, serve and clean up 
each week.  Each team serves approximately 4 or 5 times a year.  Each team is made up of a captain or co-captains, who 
oversee the meal (we have some tried & true menus & I’ll offer support); salad &/or food prep (these folks come mid 
afternoon for an hour or two); servers & clean up.  Those who serve the food need to be there at 5 when we begin.  Then 
the cleanup crew comes in at the end of the meal to clean the tables, put away food, do some work in the dish room and 
wash dishes at the sink.  Many hands make for light work.  Consider being part of this ministry this year.  Contact me to 
sign up or contact the church office.  Signup sheets are available in the Narthex. 

 



ADULT CHRISTIAN LEARNING FOR THE FALL 
Beginning September 19th ~ 9:45 a.m. 

Be a lifelong learner—Join a Sunday School Class 
 

CLASS I— (A 4 - week sampler): “I’m Christian, why do I need to know the Old Testament?” 
A short course lead by a Navy Seabee (so how hard could that be…) – taught by Peter Simmons  
Brief description:  Knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures is crucial to understanding Christian Testaments.  Many Christians 
don’t give the “Old Testament” the attention it deserves.  Begin or continue your study of the scriptures with this four week 
class. 
 

CLASS II—Contemporary Christian Spirituality: A study group  
In our 21st Century environment—working, raising kids, having relationships—how do we live faithfully?  How can we be 
salt and light? Have a conversation full of grace? Love our neighbor? Grow in understanding?  Accepting and maintaining 
our Christian tradition, we want to encourage ways to grow in our contemporary setting.  How do we live? Think? Feel? 
What questions do we need to ask? What questions do we need to answer? How does our Christian spirituality give life to our 
contemporary world as well as our daily moment by moment lives? During these sessions we will address many of these 
questions as well as more!  For the next 8 weeks or so, we will have different speakers address the class, including Rob 
Satterberg and others. Facilitated by Dr. James Shivers  
 

CLASS III— His Needs, Her Needs, facilitated by Glen and Kim Sisson  
It's no surprise - men and women have radically different priorities.  In this discussion-oriented class, we will explore the ten 
most important needs of men and women and learn how to sustain romance, increase intimacy, and strengthen our marriages 
as we meet those needs in our spouses.  This practical, Bible-centered class is open to all married couples, and you are en-
couraged to attend with your spouse. 
 

CLASS IV—Generous Orthodoxy (Generous Straight Thinking or Right Opinion?)  
Taught by David Carlson and John Sandberg  
The church is changing. It is moving away from the us/them paradigm. The Christian church is emerging , like it or not, and 
the Spirit is moving. Author Brian McLaren takes us down the road of acknowledging that Christians are leaving in droves 
and at the same time there is an exciting movement afoot which is creating a new emergent church. In this provocative book 
the author helps us look at new ways of seeing and experiencing the faith while at the same time sustaining us in the confi-
dence that Jesus Christ is Lord. So whether you are Conservative Protestant Jesus believer, a Pentecostal / Charismatic Jesus 
believer, a liberal Protestant Jesus believer, a Roman Catholic Jesus believer, feel free to engage Brian McLaren and each 
other as we search for a closer relationship to the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

CLASS V—A STUDY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT BOOK OF EZEKIEL (beginning October 17th) 
Taught by:  Dr. David Belman 
The Prophet Ezekiel is the author of the Book of Ezekiel. He was a contemporary of both Jeremiah and Daniel.  The Book of 
Ezekiel was likely written between 593 and 565 B.C. during the Babylonian captivity of the Jews. 
 
Purpose of Writing: Ezekiel ministered to his generation who were both exceedingly sinful and thoroughly hopeless. By 
means of his prophetic ministry he attempted to bring them to immediate repentance and to confidence in the distant fu-
ture. He taught that: (1) God works through human messengers; (2) Even in defeat and despair God's people need to affirm 
God's sovereignty; (3) God's Word never fails; (4) God is present and can be worshiped anywhere; (5) People must obey God 
if they expect to receive blessings; and (6) God's Kingdom will come. 
 

COMING TO HARTFORD, XL CENTER  ~ NOVEMBER 19 & 20 
 

Two days of exciting music & worship, and inspiring speakers who will have you laugh-
ing one moment and challenging you to be the very best that God created you to be.  And 
you’ll wonder how they can be so right on about life’s joy and struggles.  Give yourself a 

gift & invite a friend to come with you.  By joining the group, you will save $10 off the regular registration fee plus meeting 
some new friends. So far we have 8 from Bethany attending.  Register before September 25th and enter a chance to win a free 
ticket.  
 

The theme is “Over the Top”, celebrating that God is not stingy.  God doesn’t weigh out his love for us grain by grain; nor 
does God squeeze out forgiveness one tiny drop at a time.  God gives us more than we can ask or dream or dare even image.  
God’s love is “over the top.”  Friday’s session is 10 a.m. – 3:30 pm. & 7 - 9:00 p.m.  Saturday 9 a.m.–  5 p.m.  If you can’t go 
on Friday during the day speak to me about a discount for Friday evening & Saturday ticket.  
  
Come and share the grace of an abundant God with a friend.  Contact Ellen Shea, Fran Kelly or Pastor Diane for more infor-
mation.  Sign up through Pastor Diane.  Make a check payable to Bethany Covenant Church —memo Women of Faith & give 
to Pastor Diane.  $89   



CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

 

 

We wish to extend our congratulations to Darren & Julie 
Volpe, on the safe arrival of their daughter, Christina 
Elise on July 27th. 

STAFF RELATIONS 
AVAILABLE TO THE CONGREGATION 

 

The Staff Relations Committee serves as a liaison between 
the church staff and the congregation.  Each year for the 
purpose of mutual discussion.  This committee consists of 
the Vice-Chairman, Rod Kalbfleisch, Chairman, Hilde 
Sager, and one representative from the Church Council, 
presently Rich Laury.  This committee will be available to 
meet with the congregation, September 12 & 19 following 
both worship services.   
 
This is your opportunity to share your personal thoughts 
regarding the church staff.   

BRIDAL SHOWER 
 

Please join in a bridal shower for Nina 
Aduashvili and Noel Brockett on       
Saturday, October 9, 2010 at 10:00 
a.m.  Noel is the younger son of Pastor 
Phil and Nancy Brockett.  See Bev Free-
man or Ann Quinn if you would like to 

contribute to a group gift. 

NEWS & NOTES 
Matthew & Krista Bydlak on 
the death of Matt’s father, 
Henry on August 23, 2010 in 
Farmington, CT; 
 

Barbara, Jack & Carolyn Nims, on the death of Bar-
bara’s father, William Bighinatti on August 24th.  Me-
morial donations in his memory may be made to The 
Berlin Lion’s Club, P.O. Box 23, Kensington, CT  
06037. 

Peace be to their memory.  

THANK YOU! 
 

Dear Bethany Friends, 
It is with heartfelt gratitude that I send this note to thank all 
of you for your care, your concern, for the cards, letters, 
phone calls, food and most of all your prayers for me during 
my recent surgery and my days of recuperation.  You are my 
extended family and I appreciate your love and special care 
of me.  I felt so loved and very special because of all of you.  
Thank you so much for all you have done for me.  May God 
bless your richly as you continue serving Him in so many 
different ways. 
Love, 
Evelyn Petterson 
 
Thank you for the lovely memorial service for David.  I 
would also like to thank the women in your parish for the 
pastry and drinks they provided.  Thank you for your kind-
ness. 
Lucille Michaud  

PRAYER SHAWL & HAT  MINISTRY 
 
Do you knit? Crochet? Need something 
to do on a lazy summer day? Want to 
learn? Instructions and help are avail-
able. Knitters and crochetters  are 
needed for Prayer Shawls and Seaman’s 

mission hats. Plenty of yarn available. Pick up a Prayer 
Shawl brochure in the narthex for instructions.  Contact 
Sandi Noel (860-828-3637) for yarn. 

CALENDAR: 
 

Sept.   6—No Meeting—Labor Day  
Sept.  20,  6:30pm Peer group Support   
   And Continuing Ed 

COVENANT VILLAGE OF CROMWELL 
BENEFIT EVENT 

“A JAZZY EVENING” 
October 3, 2010 

 
Set aside Sunday evening, October 3rd for Covenant Vil-
lage of Cromwell’s Benefit Event, “A Jazzy Evening”.  A 
raffle and auction will offer the opportunity to take home a 
treasure during the social hour. Following dinner, Hot Cat 
Jazz will perform.  All proceeds go to the benevolent care 
fund at Covenant Village of Cromwell.  The evening starts 
at 5:00 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza in Cromwell, CT.  Tickets 
are just $45 each for a fun-filled evening.  For tickets or 
more information, call Janet Carlson at CVOC 860-754-
3045.  Reservation deadline is September 28th.   

  

 

HOMELESS IS FOR THE BIRDS! 
Buy a Birdhouse—Give a Bird a Home 
Thursday, September 23rd ~ 4-6 p.m. 

Trinity on Main, New Britain 
FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

Have you noticed the birdhouse display outside the church office 
and wondered what it was all about?   
 

A volunteer group, “Friends of the Friendship Service Center” 
has been working on a project entitled, “Homelessness is for the 
Birds” for many months as a way to support and recognize the 
grand opening of the Arch Street Housing Project, a permanent 
supportive housing initiative sponsored by the Friendship Center. 
Over 100 birdhouses have been created and will be for sale 
that evening with all proceeds going to support the Friendship 
Center. (Several Bethany people have made birdhouses.)  There 
will be tours of the new apartments and refreshments will be 
served.  If you have any questions, please see Karen Johnson, 
Esther Green, Sharon Orlich or Nancy Sager, all of whom are 
part of this organization.  We hope to see you there! 



The Vision of  Bethany Covenant  
is to be a church  

Where people come to Life!  
We invite people into a dynamic  

Christian community  
where they can engage –  

with God, with one another and  
with opportunities to make a difference  

in our changing world.  
Worship Services:  

Sundays, 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m. 

 
Rev. Philip Stenberg, Interim Senior Pastor 
stenberg.bcc@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Diane M. Stevenson, Associate Pastor 
diane.bcc@sbcglobal.net 
Olga Ljungholm, Minister of Music 
oljungholm@hotmail.com 
Becky Poor, Minister to Children & Youth 
pastorbecky@bethanycovenant.org  
Colleen Kim, Director of Children’s Ministries 
colleen.bcc@sbcglobal.net 
Sandi Noel, Director of Congregational Care  
and Senior Ministries 
snoel@snet.net 
Sharon Orlich, Administrative Assistant 
bethcov@juno.com 
Jean Olson, Office Assistant 
Jean.bcc@sbcglobal.net 
Wendy Pomeroy, Web Coordinator 
wendybcc@gmail.com 
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COMING THIS FALL – 

“Lessons From Jesus” 
6 week focus, sermons and small groups 

 

AN EXCITING OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN 

Everyone was talking about Jesus and they all had a theory.  “He’s a miracle worker,” “Jesus is a caring friend,” “I be-
lieve He is the master over the physical and spiritual world,” “Jesus is God.”  Theories abounded . . . and they all re-
flected part of the picture.  Among the vast complexity of who Jesus was came one simple word, “Rabbi.” 
 

Jesus was a revolutionary, miracle-working, loving, powerful, divine teacher.  The gospel of Luke captures the heart of 
Jesus the Rabbi.  If your mind is ready to be expanded, your heart hungering to be touched, and your life ripe for growth, 
pull up a chair and dig into the lessons of Jesus captured in Luke. 
 

This Study is from the New Community Series of small group tools for experiencing the transforming power of God’s 
Word.  When you come together as part of a community of Christ followers, you will experience through challenging 
questions and a biblical perspective the life-changing impact Scripture can have on your life and relationships. 
 

This Fall at Bethany Covenant join us on Sunday mornings as we hear together the lessons from the Gospel of Luke.  
To look deeper at the stories, sign up to join a SMALL GROUP where during the week we will continue to study to-
gether THE SAME STORY as a church family. 
 

Adult Christian Ministries is excited to present this 6-week opportunity for fellowship and Spiritual growth to you!  
Sign-up for small groups will begin August 29th, books will be available for $5.00 and the study “Lessons From Jesus” 
will start on Sunday, September 26th. 


