
 

July 26 
Dr. Bill Leathers 
8:30am and 10:55am 
 

 
 
August 2 
One Service 
 
Youth Mission Trip Report 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Wednesdays ~ 
6pm 

 
ChristLIFE  Bible Study 

Opportunities 
Available 

 
See Post-It Page 

calendar for times and 
locations 

 
 

...with the Pastor 
 
Transitions.  
This week I 
received a 
letter from 
Henry 
Crouch.  Dr. 

Crouch served our church for 
over a year as interim pastor 
prior to my being called here in 
1995.  He was (and continues to 
be) a blessing to our church. 

Henry now lives in Macon, 
Georgia.  These are some of his 
hand-written remarks:  It 
doesn’t seem possible that you 

have been there this long – you 
are the first to retire in good 
fashion from the church.  If you 
live as long as I have 
you will soon feel 
forgotten – but the 
church is better off 
now than when you 
began! 

God led Crystal 
and me here in 1995.  
While I have often 
asked him why (both 
because of feeling 
inadequate and 
because of some challenging 
times), I have never questioned 
that he did in fact mean for us to 

be here.  It has been confirmed 
again and again. 

I hope this church and future 
pastors will be 
blessed for years to 
come because my 
retirement came “in 
good fashion.”  I 
also pray that “the 
church is better off.”  
That will be for 
history to answer.   
But I do know that 
God has wonderful 
plans for First 

Baptist Church in Hickory.  I 
will look forward to seeing what 
he has in mind. 
 

CCM Food 

Pantry 

Needs 
July is our month to help 
stock the CCM Food Pantry.   
 
Please bring your non-
perishable food donations 
to the collection boxes in 
the lobbies next to the 
church office and the 
fellowship hall, or take 
them directly to CCM.  
Thank you for your 
compassion and 
generosity. 
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But I do know 
that God has 

wonderful 
plans for First 

Baptist 
Church in 
Hickory. 



Children’s Ministry   
  Summer Schedule 

 
Bowling at Pin Station 
 Thursday, August 6, 6:30pm. $2.95 per child/adult per game; 

shoes are $1. Meet at Pin Station [525 W A St., Newton, NC 
28658 (828) 466-2695] Call the church office by July 30 to 
reserve a spot! 

 
Extreme Ice Cream Makeover (kids make their own!) 

and Games Night! 
Saturday, August 15, 6:30pm. FBC Fellowship Hall. Let us know 

you are coming by August 8, please!!! 
 
“Slime Your Way Back To School” 
 Date: Wednesday, August 26 at 6pm – Music and Missions 

Kick-off – Gray Building, following 
family supper in the FH. Slime your 
music and missions leaders! Water 
melon seed spitting contests and field-
day games! Includes final registration 
opportunity for Music and Missions. 

Welcome to 
Rome!  
 
Meet Paul and early Christians 
from the Underground Church! 
During this adventure to 
the Holy Land, kids 
will become 
apprentices in a 
variety of hands-on 
marketplace shops, 
take part in eye-
catching dramas, and 
visit with the apostle Paul 
who is under house arrest! Bible 
truths will come to life as learners 
discover what it was like to be a 
part of the early church. Register 
online at www.fbc.cc. 

We Need Your Help 
in the Marketplace! 
 
Volunteers are needed to make 
this year’s VBS a meaningful 

event for our children and 
for children in our 

community. In our 
marketplace, we’ll 
need carpenters, 
architects, craftsmen, 
scribes, and bakers. 

And, if you are 
interested in drama, story 

telling, music, or being a 
“group leader”, there’s a spot for 
you! Please see Mechele 
McCormack or Sara Moore to 
sign-up! Lots of help needed! 
Come be a part! 

Registration Underway!   
Please Register Now ~ Online at 

www.fbc.cc or call the church office! 
 

July 27-31, 6:00 – 8:15pm 
For children who are four years of age on or before  July 27, 2009 
through children who have completed the fifth grade .  No meal 
will be served this year; however, a snack will be provided for 

each child.  

Mark these important dates 
 
Vote on Incorporation and Affirmation of Visioning 
Team – August 2 

We will have a called 
church conference on 
Sunday morning, August 2 
to bring the 
recommendation for 
incorporation to the 
congregation for vote. We 
have a combined worship 
service at 10:30 am planned for this date. We will also have an 
opportunity to affirm our visioning team at this time.  
Remember to pray for our pulpit supply committee members as 
they work hard over the next few months. 

PP U L P I TU L P I T  S S U P P L YU P P L Y  C C O M M I T T E EO M M I T T E E  U U P D A TP D A T EE  
 
The committee has had several meetings and has been working to accomplish our task, which is to keep the pulpit filled until a new pastor is 
called.  The task breaks down into two parts: the short term task of finding and scheduling Supply Pastors and the longer term task of finding 
and recommending an Interim Pastor.   We have the short term task well enough in hand, having supply pastors scheduled through the 
middle of October, to turn our attentions to the long term task of finding an Interim Pastor.  We are seeking the Lord’s guidance and 
leadership in our search and need your prayers for our undertaking.   In turn,  our prayer for the church is that we will all look to the center 
and basis of our faith, the Lord Jesus Christ, for direction and support.  To that end, the committee wanted to share with you part of the 
devotion from our last meeting: 

10I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no 
divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11My brothers, some from Chloe's household have 
informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12What I mean is this: One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow 
Apollos"; another, "I follow Cephas[a] "; still another, "I follow Christ."  13Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were 
you baptized into[b]  the name of Paul? 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 

Paul seems to be saying that such divisions are a bad thing; they become rallying cries and agenda items that distract the body of Christ and 
get in the way of its accomplishing the mission for which Christ called it out. 
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C a m p  M u n d o  V i s t a  i s  G r e a t  F u n . . .  
 
...sleeping in cabins, playing in the sun.  So Go, Go, Go  to Camp Mundo Vista, 5-4-3-2-1.  Yeah!  Last week, eight girls and moms spent 
three days at beautiful Camp Mundo Vista for GA Mother/Daughter Camp.  It was fabulous!  They did lots of fun and meaningful activities 
including:  Bible study, crafts, “camptivities”, swimming, listening to “real live” missionaries speak, playing games, working on mission 
projects for Trial Ladder of Hope, and singing LOTS and LOTS of campy songs.  All the girls and moms are excited about returning again 
next year! 
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Help beautify our 
sanctuary with 
your yard 
flowers! 
 
We have a Flower Calendar to put flowers 
in our sanctuary. This is a great way to 
help beautify our sanctuary each week. If 
you have yard flowers that you could 
donate, please contact Bootsie Seabock.  
You can use the flowers to give  
glory to God, celebrate an 
occasion with your church 
family, or give honor to 
someone special in your  
life.  Call Bootsie 
Seabock at 324-6464  
to reserve a 
Sunday. 
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Benevolence 
Assistance Fund 
 
We have almost exhausted all of the money in 
the Benevolence Assistance Fund.  We have 
experienced an increase in the number of 
applicants in recent weeks.  This past week, 
we had 15 
clients 
come to us 
for 
assistance.   
 
If  you 
have a 
special passion for our benevolence ministry, 
please consider a donation to this fund.  Be 
sure and write benevolence assistance on any 
donations you may decide to make.   
 
Thank you for your support of this vital 
ministry of First Baptist Church. 
 

Jerry Rodgers 



MINISTER ON CALL  
����

July 24-26 
Andrew Lewis on call (638-8103) 
 
July 31-August 2 
Chris Gillespie on call (320-2741) 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER MINISTRY 
 

Mrs. Lee Benson     322-5086 

DEACONS FOR THE WEEK OF  
JULY 25-31 
Jim Meade, Coordinator 294-0906 
Butch Pitts 256-2311 
Mike Ramsey 464-7722 
Jim Weathers 431-2317 

DEACONS FOR THE WEEK OF  
AUGUST 1-7 
Gary Woods, Coordinator 327-3172 
Doug Allen 322-8015 
Gary Bowne 327-6282 
Tom Foster 322-3313 

Extended Session 
����

July 26, 2009 
 

8:20:  Babies & Ones—David Moore, Mary Elliott 
Twos thru Fours—Sara Moore 
10:40: Babies & Ones—Pam McCall, Phillip Bumgarner 
Toddlers thru Twos—Michael Brown, Dacia Jones 
Three’s and Fours—Steve Jones, Sonja Brown 
Coordinator:  Shellie Bumgarner 
10:55am Shepherds: Chris and Rebecca Tanner 
 
August 2, 2009 
 

One Service at 10:30am 
10:15: Babies & Ones—Anne Reece, Joy Knuckles, Sandy 

Auten 
Toddlers thru Twos—Ed LaBo, Michelle Morgan, Chuck 

Auten 
Three’s and Fours—David Lawrence, Valerie LaBo 
Coordinator:  Terry Starnes 
10:30am Shepherds: David and Susan Haire 

FBC’S  MID-WEEK MEAL 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY  29 
Menu: Sliced Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, Steamed Veggies, Fruit 

Salad, Dessert 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5 
Menu:  Fried Chicken, Buttermilk Biscuits, Green Beans, 

Mashed Potatoes, Seasoned Corn, Dessert 
 
$5.50 - Adults (Kids 10 & under eat free with paying adult)  
Reservation Deadline: Mondays at 5pm. 

OUR SPECIAL MEMBERS THIS WEEK 
 

Mrs. Edith Steele: 115 42nd Ave Cir NE, Hickory, NC 28601. 
Mrs. Dottie Stephens: Pinecrest #101, 915 29th Ave NE, 

Hickory, NC 28601. 

Please keep them in your prayers.  Send a card or visit them this 
week.  

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO.. 
 

Debby, Bria, and Jay Cook upon the death of their husband and 
father, Paul Cook, on 7-3-09. 

Connie and Marcella Fullbright upon the death of their brother, 
Hayden Fullbright, on 7-6-09. 

Mary Jane McCoy upon the death of her brother, Henry Rowan, 
on 7-7-09. 

HOSPITALS  (AS OF 7/17) 
None 

Numbers To Know 

Handle With Care 

Take Note . . .  

Fun & Fellowship  

Please Make a Note….. 
 
Combined Service of Worship on 
August 2 for the Youth Missions 
Celebration! 
 

9:15am:  Bible Study 
10:30am:  Worship Service 



Sunday, July 26, 2009 
 8:30am Worship Service (FH) 
 9:00am Media Center Opens 

 9:45am Bible Study  
 10:55am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 4:00pm Dr. Leathers’ Retirement 

Celebration (Sanctuary) 
 5:00pm CARE (East Foyer) 
 6:15pm 8:30 Worship Team Rehearsal 

(FH) 
 

Monday, July 27, 2009 
 6:00pm Vacation Bible School 
 

Tuesday, July 28, 2009 
 9:30am Staff Meeting (CR-105) 
 10:30am Clergy Staff Meeting (CR-

105) 
 12:30pm Maintenance, Kitchen, & CDC 

Staff (CR-105) 
 6:00pm Vacation Bible School 
 6:45pm Boy Scouts (Scout Hut) 

 
Wednesday, July 29, 2009 
 10:00am CDC Staff Meeting (CR-105) 
 4:45pm Family Supper (FH) 
 5:00pm Media Center Open 
 6:00pm Vacation Bible School 
  Properties Committee (CR-

105) 
 7:00pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 
  

Thursday, July 30, 2009 
 6:00pm Vacation Bible School 
 6:30pm Gospel Choir Rehearsal (Choir 

Room ) 
 

Friday, July 31, 2009 
 6:00pm Vacation Bible School  
 

Saturday, August 1, 2009 

Chris Gillespie on call (320-2741) 
 
Sunday, August  2, 2009 
 9:00am Media Center Opens 
  First Sunday Fellowship (2nd 

floor lobby) 

 9:15am Bible Study  
 10:30am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

 5:00pm CARE (East Foyer) 
  Discipleship Ministry Team 

(CR-105)  
 6:15pm 8:30 Worship Team Rehearsal 

(FH) 
 7:00pm Youth Drive-In Movie Night 
 

Monday, August 3, 2009 
 6:00pm Food Service Committee (CR-

105) 

 
Tuesday, August 4, 2009 
 9:30am Staff Meeting (CR-105) 
 10:30am Clergy Staff Meeting (CR-

105) 
 12:30pm Maintenance, Kitchen, & CDC 

Staff (CR-105) 
 2:00pm AARP (FH) 
 6:45pm Boy Scouts (Scout Hut) 
 

Wednesday, August 5, 2009 
 10:00am CDC Staff Meeting (CR-105) 
  Youth Day at the Park 
 4:45pm Family Supper (FH) 
 5:00pm Media Center Open 
  Preschool/Children/CDC 

Committee (CR-179) 
 6:00pm Midweek Prayer and Church 

Conference (FH) 
  Beth Moore Bible Study 

(Room 202) 
 7:00pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 
    

Thursday, August 6, 2009 
 6:30pm Children to Pin Station 
 

Saturday, August  8, 2009 

Rendell Hipps on call (228-8639) 
  

Sunday, August  9, 2009 
 8:30am Worship Service (FH) 
 9:00am Media Center Opens 

 9:45am Bible Study  
 10:55am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 1:00pm Youth Gatlinburg Aquarium 

Lock-In  
 5:00pm CARE (East Foyer) 
 6:15pm 8:30 Worship Team Rehearsal 

(FH) 

Coming Up In the Next Two Weeks ... 

Sunday, July 5  

Worship Attendance 297 

Bible Study Attendance 315 

Total Receipts $62,249.65 

Weekly Budget Needs $34,467.62 

Over/(Under) Budget $27,782.03 

YTD Budget Receipts $1,349,546.76 

Budget Needs YTD $1,378,704.80 

Over/(Under) Budget ($29,158.04) 

  

Sunday, July 12  

Worship Attendance 395 

Bible Study Attendance 391 

Total Receipts $40,999.19 

Weekly Budget Needs $34,467.62 

Over/(Under) Budget $6,531.57 

YTD Budget Receipts $1,390,545.95 

Budget Needs YTD $1,413,172.42 

Over/(Under) Budget ($22,626.47) 

Adding It Up ... 

August 9-15: Marginalized people exist in 
practically every society, where they are 
excluded from access to rights and economic 
resources by place of birth, socio-economic 
status, or ethnicity.  Thailand’s hill tribes lack 
adequate access to farmland, forest products, 
and clean water.  They are even denied 
citizenship.  Most of the exist on fewer than a 
few dollars a day.  Pray for CBF personnel 
Ellen and Rick Burnette and the staff of the 
Upland Holistic Development Project as they 
work to share Christ’s love through holistic 
ministry to the hill tribes. 
 

August 16-22: The Karen people of Burma 
first heard the gospel in the early 1800s.  
Toda, approximately 40% of the Karen people 
are Christians, and the vast majority of the 
Christians are Baptist.  As violence and unrest 
in Burma have escalated over the past twenty 
years, more than 150,000 Karen have fled 
across the Thai border seeking peace in 
refugee camps.  Now as these refugees are 
coming into the United States, they are 
looking for churches in which to worship and 
serve.  Many CBF partner churches are 
welcoming them.  Annette Ellard and Steve 
Clark, CBF field personnel in Louisville, KY, 
work with Karen refugees in Louisville and 
assist churches across the US who are seeking 
to welcome the Karen.  Pray for wisdom and 
patience as Americans and Karen try to bridge 
culture and language barriers to become the 
body of Christ. 

-CBF’s Prayer Pathways Prayer Booklet 


