First Life

In The
Pulpit.

December 6
8:30am and 10:55am
Dr. Robert Canoy
“Repent for Peace”
Hanging of the Green

December 13
8:30am and 10:55am

Dr. Robert Canoy
“Rejoice”

December 20
8:30am and 10:55am
Dr. Robert Canoy
“Let’s Sing”

December 24
6:00pm

Candlelight Service
The Lord’s Supper

December 27

Combined Worship
10:30am

Dr. Robert Canoy

“A Pure Heart”

Wednesdays in
December

Beginning at 6pm

December 2
Bible Study

December 9
Family Night Christmas

December 16
Bible Study

December 23
No Activities

December 30
No Activities

Aduent 2009|

Happy New Year! Well, it is
you know? November 29 (the
first Sunday of Advent)
marked the beginning of our
anticipation of Christmas and
the beginning of the Christian
New Year. After four
Sundays of eagerly awaiting
the Lord’s coming, we will
light the Christ Candle on
Christmas Eve. Of course,
the whole business of
locating Jesus’ birth on
December 25 is most
interesting (some folk actually
refuse to celebrate it on this
day because they believe it to
be associated with
paganism!). Well, is it? (As
you know I'm going to say,
“I'm glad you asked!”)

In reality, December 25 does
mark the pagan holiday of the
Roman winter solstice (the
Sol Invictus--Invincible Sun!),
celebrating the end of the
shortest day of the year,
which as we know is
December 21 today. (The
change of the few days
between December 21 and
25 has to do with calendars,
the length of days in a year,
and such things that we
manage today by “leap
years.”) All of which is to say,
this whole business of dates
and calendars is quite
complex. For example, you
may have noticed that
Christmas is a “fixed” holiday

(always on December 25),
while Easter is a “moveable”
holiday (sometimes falling in
mid-March or as late as mid-
April).

Without going into too many
details, here’s how Jesus’
birth date has come to be
identified as December 25.
In Luke 1:5-25, we find key
details associated with John
the Baptist’s birth. His
conception, you will
remember, happened in
connection with John’s
father’s (Zechariah’s) priestly
service in the Temple—a
service which took him into
the inner sanctuary of the
Temple. The time of that
special service was the
Jewish month of Tishri
(September-October in
today’s calendar) which
includes the Day of
Atonement. At the
conclusion of Zechariah’s
service, he returns to his wife
Elizabeth on (or around)
September 25 prompting the
suggestion that this would be
John’s date of conception.
And, since Jesus is six
months younger than John
(Luke 1:26), then Jesus’
miraculous conception would

have happened on March 25.

Now, by adding nine months
to Jesus’ conception date of
March 25, we arrive at
December 25.

So, is celebrating Christmas
on December 25 a Christian
Holiday or an ancient pagan
one? YES! Thatis truly the
‘news!” But hear now the
“Good News!” We celebrate
the coming of the Light of the
World into the dark world of
winter this Christmas and
every Christmas. And we do
so because it is just like God,
our God, to interrupt the
pagan festivals of life with the
real truth about the real Light
of the World who is the
“Invincible” Son. And His
name is Jesus .

See you Sunday (and every
Wednesday before),
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Dr. Robert Canoy
Interim Pastor



Advent Recital Series

Poinsettia Orders

We are taking orders for Christmas poinsettias. Poinsettias may be placed in honor or memory of
someone. Forms will be in the orders of worship each Sunday. Money and forms are due by

Wednesday, December 16.

Mature Adult Party

Annual Christmas Party
| = December 4 at 6:00pm in the fellowship
hall
| = Tickets are available in the office
| = Time of fellowship, food, and celebrating
the birth of our Savior
| = Costis $8

Notes for Melodears

The following dates are times when the senior
adult choir will travel, sing and minister during
the fall.

December 3  Adult Life Program-Conover
December 12 Altera-Sterling House

December 17 Adult Life Program-
Lutheran Home - Springs Road

First Baptist Church
Music Ministry
Christmas Concert

Four o’clock
Sunday, December 13

featuring the music ensembles
of the church

Canned goods will be collected to
support local familiesin need
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REFUGE
CHRISTMAS PARTY

December 20
5:00 - 9:00pm
Meet in the Portico Lobby
Bring a $5 wrapped gag gift
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Winter Retreat 2010
CAMP WABAK
January 15-18

This will be our second year taking a
trip "way back" in the mountains, getting
away from our fast paced lives,
sleeping in awesome log cabins,
worshiping together, eating together,
hiking together, and developing our
relationship with God. Friends are
welcome! Cost is $50. Sign up in the
Youth Suite.
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Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser

RENT-A-KID 2010

8am - Noon
February 6, March 13, April 3, May 1

FBC SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Applications are now available for the FBC Scholarships in the office.
The deadline for all completed applications is February 1, 2010.

DUST OFF YOUR CLUBS!

Mark your calendar for the 2010 Youth Golf Tournament -
April 19 at Catawba Country Club

MISSIONS IN
DECEMBER

Looking for a way to impact
the world for Christ? Two

Sign-up in your Sunday morning Bible Study opportunities to support

in January or call the church office.

world missions in
December are the Lottie
Moon Offering and the CBF
Global Missions Project.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Please make note of this change in schedule for
Sunday, December 27. We will have a church-wide
fellowship breakfast at 8:45am in the fellowship hall

followed by joint Bible Study at 9:15am in the
sanctuary. We will worship together at 10:30am.




SHARING THE WARMTH

The RA’s have started their
annual blanket and coat drive.
Donation boxes are located in
various areas around the church.
Gently used or new coats and
blankets are welcome. Share the
“warmth” of Christ with your
donation.

CHRISTMAS CAMP

Saturday, December 5

9:30 - 12 noon
Fellowship Hall
Cost: $10 per family

Celebrate Christmas with
your family as you:
Build a
ginger bread house,
eat breakfast, sing carols
and share
the Christmas story.
RSVP
328-2031 x309

CHILDREN CHRISTMAS CAROLING

FBC children and their families will to go caroling on Wednesday
December 16. The FBC bus will leave at 5:45pm for Kingston
and Pinecrest retirement residences. This event will take the
place of regularly scheduled choir and missions activities. For
more information please contact Libby Teague.

Help an ‘Angel’ this Christmas!

The RA’s will once again
bring you an opportunity
to bless childrenin our
community through our
Angel Tree. The Angel
Tree supports the Exodus
House Ministries in
Hickory. Please take an
angel off the tree, buy a
present suitable for the
age and gender of the
child and returnit to FBC
by December 16.

On Saturday, November 8, the CBFNC
Children’s Mission Camp was held at First
Baptist. The children that attended had a
wonderful time. Many thanks to everyone who
helped to make it such a special day.

The nearly 150 participants enjoyed a variety of
activities including hearing from two real-life
CBF missionaries. They also enjoyed many
hands-on learning experiences about loving our
neighbors who are down the street and around
the world.

The closing worship celebration was an
interactive service that included special sign
language, drama, and singing groups formed
from the campers in attendance.



INCLEMENT
WEATHER

In case of inclement weather, the
most update information will be
posted on the website at fbc.cc. The
following TV and radio stations will
also have information: WBTV
Channel 3, WSOC Channel 9,
WCNC Channel 36, and WHKY-
1290am

CHILDREN IN NEED

Bring the love of Christ to children at
Webb A. Murray School this
Christmas. See Ruth Ann Carreira
to make donations for the purchase
of gifts for these children.

Benevolence
Assistance Fund

Due to the economic crisis that many
are facing in our area, we have
experienced an increase inthe
number of assistance applicants in
recent weeks.

If you have a special passion for our
benevolence ministry, please
consider a donation to this fund. Be
sure and write benevolence
assistance on any donations you
may decide to make. Thank You.
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Deacon Family Ministry

If you are an ordained deacon at First Baptist but will not be serving as a deacon
in 2010, please consider serving as a Deacon Family Minister. You will work
with a deacon or other family minister to serve § .

the members of our church and Bible Study "*U" U\ :
classes. If you would be willing to help or need ___B j}_
further information, please contact Rendell Hipps JJ NJ

by December 16. 1 wi

THANKS FOR GIVING!

At our October 18 American Red Cross Blood Drive we donated 39 units which
could save as many as 108 lives!

ADVENT DEVOTIONS

Join us for a night of

CHILX
CONVERSATION CROWN FINANCIAL CLASSES

SINGLE ADU LTS Good News! Great Joy, Devorional Guids

(mid 20’s to mid 30’s) by Robert Hereth. You will find these free

I devotion books located throughout the

_December 12th ~ _ 630pm “At A Glance” publication provided in your worship guide
First Baptist Church - Gray Activities Building each Sunday. Also, updated weekly calendars are avail-

STAY UP TO “DATE”

Looking for updated information about our church calen-
dar or activities on a weekly basis? Be sure to read our

able at our guest welcome centers each week!

coming in January. If you are interested,

& CAROLING please contact Jim Meade or call the office.




PROPOSED DRAFT THAT WILL GO TO DEACONSFOR VOTE ON NOVEMBER 30

First Baptist Church of Hickory, NC
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Our Vision: Through our shared devotion to Jesus Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and trusting God’s word, we seek to be a

unified fellowship inviting all people to love and follow Jesus and endeavoring to love and support our community and beyond by
being like Christ in word and deed.

Our Mission: Our missionisto worship and glorify God, to lovingly teach the truth of the scriptures and to nurture those in our
fellowship to spiritual maturity so that we will minister in Christ’s love to the needs of all people and lead those who are lost to a
transforming relationship with Jesus Christ.

Our | dentity: We are abody of baptized believers who share a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and acknowledge Him as
Head of the church and Lord of our lives. With the Bible as our guide, and being empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves
to:

The centrality of worship as the cornerstone for all that the churchis to be and do. We embrace worship shaped and guided by
scripture, believing that multiple approaches can capture the fullness of Christian worship (Isaiah 6:1-8, John 4:23-24, Revelation
7:9-12);

The study of the Bible- 3$00 VFULSWXUH LV LQVSLUHG E\ *RG DQG XVHIXO IRU WHDFK
ULJKWHRXVQHVY VR WKDW HYHU\RQH ZKR EHORQJV WR *RG PD\ EHNRE/RILFL
The criterion by which the Bible is to be interpreted is Jesus Christ;

The freedom of the individual, led by God’s Spirit within the family of faith, to read and interpret the Scriptures, relying on the
historical understanding by the church and on the best methods of modern biblical study;

The freedom of the local church under the authority of Jesus Christ to shape its own life and mission, call its own leadership, and
ordain whom it perceives as gifted for ministry, male or female;

The practice of Christian baptism which isimmersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
We believe it is one act of obedience symbolizing the believer’s faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior, the believer’s death to
sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus;

The practice of the Lord’s Supper as a symbolic act of obedience whereby members of the church and other Christians, through
partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His second coming;

The practice of Christian Stewardship whereby all things are entrusted to us for the glory of God to minister to others with our time,
talents, and material possessions. We should contribute of our means cheerfully, regularly, systematically, proportionately, and
liberally for the advancement of the Redeemer’s cause on earth;

The larger body of Jesus Christ, expressed in various Christian traditions, and to a cooperation with believers everywhere in giving
full expression to the Gospel;

The servart role of leadership within the church, following the model of our Servant Lord, and to full partnership of all of God’s
people in mission and ministry;

Theolodical education in congregations, colleges, and seminaries characterized by reverence for biblical authority and respect for
open inquiry and responsible scholarship;

The proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ and the calling of God to all peoples to repentance and faith, reconciliation and
hope, social and economic justice;

The principle of afree church in a free state and the opposition to any effort either by church or state to use the other for its own
purposes.




First Life Pull Out & Post

Numbers To Know

MINISTER ON CALL
December 4 - 6
Andrew Lewison call (638-8103)

December 11 - 13
Woody Tucker (612-1156)

December 18 - 20
Rendell Hippson call (228-8639)

December 25 - 27
Marvin Smith on call (381-0654)

INTERCESSORY PRAYER MINISTRY
Mrs. LeeBenson  322-5086

DEACONS FOR THE WEEK OF
NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 4
Gary Bowne, Coordinator

Tom Foster

Gary Harding

Bob McCormack

DEACONS FOR THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 5 - 11

Cliff Moore, Coordinator

Van Pernd |

Marvin Smith

Ginger Smith

DEACONS FOR THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 12 - 18

Allen Tallent, Coordinator

Jim Woolf

Lloyd Bost, Jr.

Doug Frei

DEACONS FOR THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 19 - 25

Tony Cox, Coordinator

Wink Gaines

Tom Guthrie

Chris Tanner

DEACONS FOR THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 26 - JANUARY 1, 2010
Bill Johnson, Coordinator

Steve Palmer

Woody Tucker
Greg Watson

327-6282
322-3313
256-6848
294-9628

322-4552
322-5908
322-6618
322-6618

256-7226
294-0605
294-0585
294-1428

294-2330
874-0158
256-8266
324-4373

328-1508
304-0358
396-7897
294-1670

Handle With Care

Extended Session and Children’s Church
December 6, 2009

8:20: Babies& Ones? Mary Elliott & Tiffany Hightower
Twosthru Fours2 Jm Elliott

10:40: Babies& Ones? Johnnie Melton & Greg Watson
Toddlersthru Twos?2 Beth Watson & David Taylor
TKUHHTV D QEveyRDIN AngelaHughes
Coordinator: Ruth Ann Carreira

10:55am Shepherds: No Children’s Worship

December 13, 2009

8:20: Babies& Ones2 Robin Meade

Twosthru Fours2 John Carver

10:40: Babies & Ones? Jm Weathers & Reeda Woolf
Toddlersthru Twos2 Esther Weathers & Mitchell Greene
TKUHHTV DQ@risiGrebhe & Mack Barger
Coordinator: Janice Barger

10:55am Shepherds. Greg & Beth Watson

December 20, 2009

8:20: Babies& Ones? Foster Class

Twosthru Fours? Foster Class

10:40: Babies & Ones? Kim Buchanan & Judi Tucker
Toddlersthru Twos? Lee Bogle & Woody Tucker
7TKUHHTV DQBiaphBole & Kitty Herman
Coordinator: Sandra Moody

10:55am Shepherds: Judi Tucker/ Alicia Johnson

December 27, 2009

8:20: Babies& Ones? DanaBennett
Twosthru Fours? Alan Bennett & Lucy Whitmer
10:40: Babies & Ones2 Dee Warren & Elizabeth Sledge

Toddlersthru Twos?2 Ashley Hightower & Angela Lawrence

7TKUHHTV D QG )Gakde. Tom Warren
Coordinator: Mechele McCormack
10:55am Shepherds: David & Susan Haire




Wednesday Night Meal

FBC’s MID-WEEK MEAL

$5.50 - Adults
(Kids 10 & under eat free with paying adult)

Reservation Deadline: Mondays at 5pm

December 2

Blue Cheese Meat Loaf

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy

Green Beans

Tropical Fruit and Strawberry Yogurt Salad
Rolls and Dessert

December 9

Brown Sugar Glazed Ham
Sweet Potato Gratin
Broccoli and Cheese Sauce
Apple Salad

Rolls and Dessert

December 16

Roman Style Chicken
Ziti

Bean and Carrot Medley
Caesar Salad

Rolls and Dessert

December 23
No Activities

December 30
No Activities

CARE

December 6 - Hinson, Epperson & Melton/Bost Classes
December 13 - Allen & Foster Classes

December 20 - Wachter Class

December 27 - Blackwell/Woolf & Powers Classes

Take Note . ..

OUR SPECIAL MEMBERS THIS MONTH

Mrs. Vera Breazeale: Sterling House of Hickory, 910
29th Avenue NE, Unit 107, Hickory NC, 28601-1136

Mrs. Jewel Brooks: Lutheran Home #101, 1265 21st
Street NE, Hickory, NC 28601

Please keep these special members in your prayers.
Send a card or visit them this week.

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO...

Chris Gillespie upon the death of his grandmother,
Mildred McRee Gillespie, on 10-23-09

Mae Honeycutt upon the death of her brother, Charles
Hefner, on 10-21-09

Georgie Bumgarner upon the death of her mother,
Wilmetta McCall, on 11-14-09

CONGRATULATIONS ToO...

Betty Heath upon the birth of a granddaughter, Jennifer
Estelle Tiazai Hoats, born 10-23-09

Doug Sullivan upon the birth of a granddaughter,
McKenna Elizabeth Sullivan, born 11-11-09

A Thank You note has been received from the Hickory
Soup Kitchen. The note has been placed on the bulletin
board across from the chapel.

Adding It Up ...
YTD Budget Receipts $182,556.78
YTD Budget Needs $211,351.00
Over/(Under) Budget ($28,794.22)
Average Bible Study attendance last month 327
Average worship attendance last month 389




Calendar for December 2009

Weekly calendar updates will be located in the 4th Street Welcome Center on Sunday Mornings.

Tuesday, December 1, 2009
ChristmasTree Lot Open

9:30am Staff Mtg (CR-105)
12:30pm Maintenance, Kitchen, & CDC
Staff (CR-105)
2:00pm AARP (FH)
6:45pm Boy Scouts (Scout Hut)

Wednesday, December 2, 2009
ChristmasTree Lot Open

12:05pm Advent Recital (Sanctuary)
3:30pm Clergy Staff Mtg (CR-105)
4:45pm Family Supper (FH)
4:45pm Preschool/Children’s & CDC
Committee Mtg (CR 179)
4:45pm Y outh Handbells (Rm301)
5:00pm Media Center Open
5:20pm Beginning Handbells (Rm 302)
5:30pm CDC Committee (CR-105)
5:30pm Y outh Drama Team (Rm 258)
6:00pm Midweek Prayer and Bible
Study (FH)
Y oung Musicians (Rm 229)
Music Makers (Rm 232)
Music Friends | & 11
6:10pm 8:30 Worship Vocas (Music)
6:30pm Practice “Hanging of the Green”
6:30pm Mission Friends | & |1
High School Bible Study
(Rm 263)
Middle School Bible Study
(Rm 265)
6:50pm Girlsin Action (GAs)
(Rm 163 and 233)
Royal Ambassadors (RAS)
(Rm 158, and 259/261)
7:00pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Rm)

Thursday, December 3, 2009
Christmas Tree Lot Open
10.00am  Melodears (Lobby)

Friday, December 4, 2009
ChristmasTree Lot Open
6:00pm Senior Adult Christmas Party
(FH)
Saturday, December 5, 2009
Andrew Lewison call (638-8103)
Christmas Tree Lot Open
9:30am Christmas Camp (FH)

6:30pm

Marvin Smith Class Party
(CR-179)

Sunday, December 6, 2009

Hanging of the Green
8:30am  Worship Service (FH)
9:45am  Bible Study
10:55am  Worship Service (Sanctuary)
3:30pm “Your God is Too Small”
(Media Center)
4:00pm CARE (East Foyer)
4:30pm Adult Handbells (Rm 301)
5:00pm Y outh Choir
6:15pm 8:30 Worship Team Rehearsal
(FH)

Monday, December 7, 2009
ChristmasTree Lot Open

10:30pm

Pearce Group (CR-179)

Tuesday, December 8, 2009
ChristmasTree Lot Open

9:30am
10:45am
12:00pm
12:30pm

5:30pm
6:00pm

6:45pm

Staff Mtg (CR-105)

Puckett Group (CR-179)

2nd Tuesday Senior Adult
Fellowship (Gray Building)
Maintenance, Kitchen, & CDC
Staff (CR-105)

Missions Council (CR-179)
Vision Street Ministry Focus
Group (CR-105)

Boy Scouts (Scout Hut)

Wednesday, December 9, 2009

12:05pm

4:45pm
4:45pm
5:00pm
5:20pm
5:30pm
5:30pm
6:00pm
6:30pm

6:50pm

7:00pm

Advent Recital Series
(Sanctuary)

Family Supper (FH)

Y outh Handbells (Rm301)
Media Center Open
Beginning Handbells (Rm 302)
Y outh Drama Team (Rm 258)
Y outh Ministry Council (265)
Family Night a Christmas
High School Bible Study
(Rm 263)

Middle School Bible Study
(Rm 265)

Royal Ambassadors (RAS)
(Rm 158, and 259/261)
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Rm)

Thursday, December 10, 2009
ChristmasTree Lot Open
10.00am  Melodears (Lobby)
6:30pm  PoeGroup (CR-179)

Friday, December 11, 2009
ChristmasTree Lot Open
6:00pm CDC Christmas Program
(Sanctuary)

Saturday, December 12, 2009
Woody Tudker on call (612-1156)
ChristmasTree Lot Open

9:00am Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Sanctuary)
6:30pm Singles Event (Gray Building)

Sunday, December 13, 2009

8:30am Worship Service (FH)
9:45am  Bible Study
10:55am  Worship Service (Sanctuary)
4:00pm FBC Christmas Concert
4:00pm CARE (East Foyer)

Monday, December 14, 2009
10:45pm  Puckett Group (CR-179)
6:30pm  Deacon Christmas Party (FH)

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

9:30am Staff Mtg (CR-105)
10:30am Clergy/Staff Mtg (CR-105)
10:45am Puckett Group (CR-179)
12:30pm Maintenance, Kitchen, & CDC
Staff (CR-105)
6:45pm Boy Scouits (Scout Hut)

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

11:30am T. Thomas Group
(Sgt. Pepper’s)
12:05pm Advent Recital Series
(Sanctuary)
3:30pm Clergy Staff Mtg (CR-105)
4:45pm Family Supper (FH)
4:45pm Y outh Handbells (Rm301)
5:00pm Media Center Open
5:20pm Beginning Handbélls (Rm 302
5:30pm Y outh Drama Team (Rm 258)
5:45pm Children Caroling



Wednesday, December 16, 2009
6:00pm Midweek Prayer and Bible

Study (FH)

Properties Committee Mtg

(CR-105)

Music Friends | & 11

Mission Friends | & 11

High School Bible Study

(Rm 263)

Middle School Bible Study

(Rm 265)

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

(Choir Rm)

6:30pm

7:00pm

Thursday, December 17, 2009
10.00am  Melodears (Music Suite)
6:00pm  Staff Christmas Party

(Hollifield)

Friday, December 18, 2009

Saturday, December 19, 2009
Rendd| Hipps on call (228-8639)

Sunday, December 20, 2009

8:30am  Worship Service (FH)

9:45am  Bible Study

10:55am  Worship Service (Sanctuary)

4:00pm CARE (East Foyer)

4:30pm Adult Handbells (Rm 301)

5:00pm Youth Christmas Party
(Portico Lobby)

6:15pm 8:30 Worship Team Rehearsal
(FH)

M onday, December 21, 2009

Tuesday, December 22, 2009

9:30am Staff Mtg (CR-105)
12:30pm Maintenance, Kitchen, & CDC
Staff (CR-105)
6:45pm Boy Scouts (Scout Hut)

Wednesday, December 23, 2009
12:30am  Advent Recital Series

Thursday, December 24, 2009
Office Closed
6:00pm Christmas Eve Service

Friday, December 25, 2009
Merry Christmas!
Office Closed

Saturday, December 26, 2009
Marvin Smith on call (381-0654)

Sunday, December 27, 2009

8:45am Christmas Brunch (FH)
9:15am  Bible Study

10:30am  Worship Service (Sanctuary)
4:00pm CARE

M onday, December 28, 2009

Tuesday, December 29, 2009
9:30am Staff Mtg (CR-105)
12:30pm Maintenance, Kitchen, & CDC
Staff (CR-105)

Wednesday, December 30, 2009
6:00pm  Brock/Jones Wedding
Rehearsal

Thursday, December 31, 2009

6:30pm Gospd Choir Rehearsal
(Music)

7:00pm Brock/Jones Wedding and
Reception



