
March 2018

CAHS Update 

Welcome to the 200th Anniversary of the Gibson House, the 
official home of the Connellsville Area Historical Society (CAHS) at 217 
West Patterson Avenue. Our magnificent cut-stone Georgian style 
architectural building stands out and is evidence that substantial 
buildings were being erected as early as 1818 in Connellsville. After 
repointing the exterior in 2017, the Society is busy with work in the 
interior of this historic structure.

The beautiful rendering of the Gibson House in our newsletter 
is the work of Donna Campbell Allen, a truly gifted artist from 
Connellsville.  The Historical Society had hoped that the pen and ink 
rendering could be used on the banners that the Greater Connellsville 
Chamber of Commerce will display throughout the city in 
commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the Gibson House.  Instead 
the lovely front door of the Gibson House will be highlighted on the 
banners.  The Historical Society thanks the Chamber of Commerce for 
honoring the Gibson House this year.

As part of the 200th Anniversary Celebration of the Gibson 
House, a dedication is being planned for Saturday, May 12, 2018. When 
the Gibson House was purchased in 2002, there was considerable 
damage to the building due to two fires occurring in the structure. We 
purchased the building from the Enderle family because we realized the 
historic importance of this building and wished to preserve some of 
Connellsville's history. The Enderle family was also in negotiations with 
Chelsea Ritenour concerning the building. Mr. Ritenour, after speaking 
with Karen Hechler, agreed that the Historical Society should purchase 
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the house from the owners and restore this part of our city's heritage. 
We paid using the money that had been made through the publishing 
and selling of early local histories. But there was no money left to do 
the necessary repairs to stabilize the structure. That was when Harry 
Porter went to work with the tremendous help of Paula Grubach of the 
Connellsville Redevelopment Authority to find funding to put a new 
roof on the Gibson House, restore the chimneys, replace the furnace, 
replace the windows, put in a security system and continue with all the 
many repairs and replacements that were needed. One of the major 
grants came through the Rivers of Steel Foundation.

As a thank-you to Harry Porter for all of his work to save and 
restore the Gibson House, the Connellsville Area Historical Society will 
dedicate the second-floor right room as the HARRY PORTER – 
MILITARY ROOM. Harry comes from a family with military 
background including the Civil War, and Harry is a veteran of World 
War II.

Also, the Society will honor Florence Shutsy Reynolds, WASP, 
at the dedication because Shutsy donated her Congressional Gold 
Medal for her service in the WASP to our Society. We proudly display 
her medal in our Military Room.  The WASPs (Women Airforce Service 
Pilots) were a group of civilian female pilots who served during World 
War II.  During their service, the WASPs flew over 60 million miles!  
They transported service men and women, supplies, and planes.  

We will have a dedication on May 12, 2018, beginning at noon to 
honor these two heroes of the Second World War. Following the 
dedication, there will be a reception for the guests and open house for 
the public.
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The Connellsville Area Historical Society  
Invites You to the Dedication of  

the Harry L. Porter Military Room  
and Congressional Gold Medal of Florence Shutsy Reynolds 

 on Saturday, May 12, 2018, at 12:00 pm  
at the Gibson House at 217 West Patterson Avenue.  

A Reception Will Follow the Dedication.
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Upcoming Events - 2018 

March 14, 2018 | Meeting 

April 11, 2018 | The Annual Meeting where we elect officers for the 
coming year. We will meet at 7:00 PM at the Gibson House. 
Refreshments will be served.

May 12, 2018 | Dedication of the Harry Porter Military Room and 
honoring of Florence Shutsy Reynolds.  The dedication will start at 
12:00pm with a catered reception to follow.

June 13 | For the Flag Day Picnic bring a covered dish, table service, and 
join us at 6:00 PM at the Balsley Pavilion for good food and fellowship.

June 23-24 | 15th Annual Braddock’s Crossing of the Youghiogheny River.  
The crossing of the Youghiogheny River will take place at 1:00PM 
weather permitting. Volunteers are welcome!

July 2018 | We are considering a field trip to the Pennsylvania Trolley 
Museum in Washington, PA. Think about it, and come with ideas at the 
Picnic as to how we can make this into a day trip.

August 8, 2018 | This is our Annual Corn Roast. You don't even have to 
bring a covered dish. For $6.00, corn, hot dogs and sauerkraut, fresh 
vegetables, dessert and beverages will be served.

December 5, 2018 | Annual Christmas Party at the Cochran House in 
Dawson, PA. More details to follow.

** We are on the lookout for speakers for our Spring-Summer Talk 
series!!  If you would like to speak at one of our meetings or wish to 
suggest a topic/speaker, please let us know at 724-628-5344.**

VISIT BY THE ROTARY CLUB 

The Gibson House was chosen by the Connellsville Rotary Club 
as one of its destinations for a meeting. We hosted the Rotary on 
Thursday, January 18, 2018. The club is visiting sites within the 
community to learn more about the history of Connellsville. We were 
pleased to welcome members to our historic Gibson House and share 
some of our history and our displays on both the first and second floors. 
The Rotary was the first group to see the Florence Shutsy Reynolds's 
Congressional Gold Medal in its permanent display case. Dan Kelly's 
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gifts to the Historical Society have also been displayed attractively by 
our archivist, Sarah Reedy. The Rotary Club meets over the lunch hour, 
and Bud Murthy's supplied delicious box lunches for all in attendance. 
We were limited in time to discuss all the displays, so Rotary members 
are invited to return to the Gibson House. We are open on Wednesday 
and Saturday from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. If you would like to make an 
appointment at another time, call 724-628-5344.

TEMPORARY DISPLAYS OF CONNELLSVILLE 
COLLECTIONS 

The Gibson House would like to display your collection of 
Connellsville items for a period of time to share with the public. We 
would especially like to display your collection during our 200th 
anniversary year. We so have a security system at the Gibson House. 
Share what you have collected over the years so that others might see 
and discuss it with you and others. Call 724-628-5344 if you are 
interested.

AUTOGRAPHED COPIES OF JERRY MCKENNA'S 
BOOK AVAILABLE AT GIBSON HOUSE 

I have recently completed an article for the Spring 2018 issue of 
Crossroads Magazine concerning Jerry McKenna, world famous 
sculptor with Connellsville connections. Jerry has graciously agreed to 
autograph and send copies of A THIRD LIFE SCULPTURE FOR GOD, 
COUNTRY & NOTRE DAME. It is very well written, and the 
photographs are outstanding. Jerry has at least 20 sculptures at Notre 
Dame and has created about 200 other pieces found in the United 
States and foreign countries. And this aspect of his life didn't start until 
he was 52 years old.

The author suggested that the book be sold for $40.00. You can 
buy a copy at the Gibson House, the Appalachian Creativity Center, or 
call 724-628-5344 to make arrangements to purchase the book.
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The CAHS Archive 

2018 is shaping up to be a very busy and exciting year for the 
Connellsville Area Historical Society Archive!  For celebration of the 
bicentennial of the Gibson House, CAHS Archive will be presenting 
twelve exhibits and talks about Connellsville’s history.  Topics will 
include: the Gibson House (of course!), WASPs, Colonel Crawford, 
athletes, businesses, etc.   March 2018’s theme is musicals and 
musicians.  In this exhibit we will highlight Connellsville’s musical 
history.  If you have artifacts that help tell this story, please call 
724-638-5344.

In January 2018, the Gibson House opened an exhibit on 
Florence Shutsy Reynolds and the WASPs.  The reception for this 
exhibit will take place on May 12, 2018.  This exhibit tells the story of 
the WASPs and the extraordinary women who flew for the USA during 
World War II.  This exhibit was an honor to work on due to the 
inspirational story and the artifacts.  In 2009, Florence Shutsy Reynolds 
donated her Congressional Gold Medal to the Connellsville Area 
Historical Society.  Her medal has finally found its home at the Gibson 
House in the Military Room.  This room serves to honor Connellsville’s 
military service, from the French and Indian War to current military 
actions. 

Grants and Donations
The Historical Society is pleased to announce that the Society is 

the recipient of two grants from the Fayette County Hotel Tax Grant 
program administered through the Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau. 
We received a grant for $874.00 to help pay for new brochures 
advertising the 15th Annual Braddock's Crossing of the Youghiogheny 
which will be held this year on June 23-24, 2018. The second grant was in 
the amount of $2,500.00 for operating expenses such as utilities, rent at 
Carnegie Library and insurance costs.

Several groups and individuals have generously donated time 
and items to the Connellsville Area Historical Society.  These donations 
include donations from the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum (trolley signs), 
Dan Kelly (trophies and fiddle), Nicholas Manzella (Italian Fraternities), 
Susan Joy Lewis (Sesquicentennial plate) and Peter Martucci (neon sign).  
Thank you to Karen Hechler and Debby Mullaney for the donation of a 
Johnny Woodruff Poster. Special thanks to Bill Sechler and Gerry 
Browell for volunteering their time at the Gibson House.
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Interested in 
Visiting the 

Gibson House?

The Connellsville Area 
Historical Society Archive is 
open Wednesdays and 
Saturdays from 10:00am to 
3:00pm.  If you would like 
to use the archive 
collections, please set up an 
appointment.  Contact the 
CAHS via email: 
reedys@outlook.com or 
phone: (724) 628-5344.

mailto:reedys@outlook.com
mailto:reedys@outlook.com
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Calling all Connellsville and Military History Buffs! 
As part of the CAHS’s effort to complete the Military Room, 

the CAHS would love to include recent military service in the display. If 
you have military treasures from Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan, etc., 
with a Connellsville connection please consider donating to the CAHS 
Archive. We would love to honor you and your family’s service to the 
United States of America. If you have personal collections of some 
aspect of Connellsville History, please contact us at 724-628-5640 or 
724-628-5344 to make arrangements. 

Looking to the Future
Interested in helping the CAHS with future projects? Below is a list 
projects the CAHS would like assistance with in 2018: 

• Internet Service in the Gibson House
• Gibson House Attic: Restoration of fire damaged beams
• Gibson House Basement: Installation of a French Drain
• Removal a dangerous tree in front of the Gibson House 
• Spring House: plumbing and storage solutions 

If you can assist the CAHS with a project, please contact us at 
724-628-5640 or 724-628-5344 to make arrangements. 

HAVE YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO WRITE A BOOK 
ESPECIALLY A HISTORY BOOK?  NOW IS THE TIME! 

Perhaps you are knowledgeable on the sports history of 
Connellsville or the industrial history or the religious history, political 
history, early history, military history, social history, entertainment 
history, educational history or any other history. The Society have a 
tremendous project called “Pride in Connellsville Area Poetry and 
Poster Contest”. Not as many teachers offer this opportunity to their 
students as they should. Perhaps one reason is that we do not have a 
recent history of Connellsville Area written for students grades 4-9. 
Students must search through such books as the “Centennial History of 
Connellsville 1906” and the “Ellis History of Fayette County 1884”. 
These sources are written for adults and do not include any recent local 
history.
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The Connellsville Area Historical Society believes that it is time 
to assemble a history of Connellsville that would be a valuable resource 
for young history lovers just starting out to research local history.

Perhaps you would like to respond and write one aspect of our 
area's remarkable history, and then it could be written on a level that 
younger citizens could understand. Eventually, we might be able to not 
only write a local history for younger people, but also update our 1906 
history of Connellsville which is a task that has been waiting for years 
to be done.

If there is interest in preserving out local history and presenting 
it in a form helpful for younger people, and then eventually updating 
our local history for adults, get in contact with the Connellsville Area 
Historical Society at 724-628-5344 or E-mail us at our Society address 
chs@connellsvillehistoricalsociety.com This is a project that will be 
appreciated by future Connellsville Area residents.

THE GIBSON HOUSE: A CONNELLSVILLE CLASSIC  

Walking to the stadium for Friday night fall football games is a 
tradition in many American towns. Connellsville is no exception, and I 
was one of those fans. There are numerous ways to reach our stadium, 
but my way often included walking along Patterson Avenue to pick up 
Arch Street and finally arrive at our “Coker” Stadium. Even as a teen-
ager, I was intrigued by a stunning stone house along the way. The 
architecture was handsome, and the house was definitely old. I had no 
idea about the history of the house; all I knew was that it was a classic 
and very different from the surrounding houses. That was obvious even 
to a kid. Since history has always been a passion of mine, I had great 
interest in knowing more about this house.

Over the years, traveling south along Arch Street, the Gibson 
Stone House on the hill always caught my attention, and I dreamed 
about how it would look if the distinctly unique front doorway was 
restored to its original splendor. It could be a showcase for 
Connellsville.

Certainly, I was not the only person recognizing the importance 
of this house. The Connellsville Area Historical Society has 
documentation from 1977 in which Helen E. Spotts and Shirley A. 
Younkin of Connellsville completed an extensive study of the Gibson 
House that was sent to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
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Commission requesting that the Gibson House be included in the 
Pennsylvania Inventory of Historic Places. At that time, the Gibson 
House was owned by Greensburg Savings & Loan Association. In a 
letter dated October 6, 1977, the house had been evaluated and 
determined to be worthy of inclusion in the Pennsylvania Inventory of 
Historic Places.

Gibson is a prominent name in Connellsville history. The first 
Gibson within the confines of our city was John Gibson who came to 
our area in 1793 from Chester County, Pennsylvania. Mr. Gibson 
purchased land from William McCormick and also partnered with him 
in a sawmill business. John Gibson also was associated with Isaac 
Meason and Moses Dillon in the iron production business. Other 
businesses the men were also involved in included: a grist mill, nail 
factory, oil press, and iron forge. The only iron furnace to stand within 
the Connellsville city limits was the Etna Furnace, also called the Mt. 
Etna Furnace, which was located at the south end of Etna Street. The 
furnace was built around 1815 by Thomas and Joseph Gibson, sons of 
John Gibson.

The house, that is now known as the Gibson House, was built 
by the Gibson family in the Georgian architectural style and is one of 
the oldest houses in Connellsville, built in 1818. The main entrance of 
the house faces South Arch Street. This door is centered on the front 
facade and is semi-elliptical in shape. The main facade has four windows 
on the first floor, five windows on the second floor, and two windows on 
the basement level. The first floor originally had three rooms and an 
entrance hall. The second floor had four rooms, and the third floor 
being an unfinished attic. Over the years, the Gibson House has had 
numerous owners.

My long time interest in the house and my association with the 
Connellsville Area Historical Society resulted in the purchase of this 
historic house in 2002. There had been two devastating fires in the 
house in 2002, and it appeared that the Gibson House might go the way 
of other historically and architecturally important buildings in 
Connellsville and be torn down. Fortunately, that was not the case. The 
Historical Society was able, in July 2002, to purchase the house.

Due to the fire, there was a major hole in the roof which needed 
attention as soon as possible to protect the integrity of the building. 
Since the Historical Society had spent our cash for the purchase of the 
Gibson House, we had to search for sources of income to repair fire 
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damages and restore the house to its original state as much as we 
possibly could. To begin the initial repairs, the Historical Society in 
partnership with the Connellsville Redevelopment Authority and the 
City of Connellsville arrange for the house to be cleared of all clutter 
and fire debris and to get the roof patched as winter. was approaching.

With non-profit organizations such as the Historical Society, we 
must apply for grants for restoration. Before applying for grant to 
restore a building, an architectural survey and study has to be made. 
This costly venture was paid for by a Charter Member of the Historical 
Society, Carmel Caller. Now armed with architectural plans, we went 
out to seek grants Throughout the years, we have received grants and 
private donations making it possible to restore the chimney, replace the 
roof, install a furnace, replace the pipes, install a handicapped restroom, 
plaster the walls, replace the floors downstairs with new hard wood 
flooring, replace the windows, restore the front door, etc. All this work 
has been done under the careful eye of Harry Porter, Historical Society 
board member. All woodwork remaining on the first floor's south room 
was completed by Art Graham in honor of his late wife, Nelda Kern 
Graham.

The Connellsville Area Historical Society held its first official 
meeting in the Gibson House on Thursday, October 14, 2010. Lucy 
King presented a program on the history of Bohemian Glass, and Jean 
Porter and Martha Luppold, Historical Society board members, served 
refreshments. There is still much to do inside and outside the house. 
But so much has been done, and the Historical Society is pleased to 
know that the Gibson House will continue to exist thanks to our 
efforts. This is one of Connellsville's treasures that is being restored and 
will continue to be a reminder of our important industrial past.

So that young girl's interest, years ago, in this unusual and 
historic house in Connellsville has come full circle. It needed to be 
saved and restored and that process is still going on. Plans are being 
made to have the Gibson House open for visitors on certain days by the 
spring of 2011. There are displays of Connellsville memorabilia to enjoy 
and collections of Connellsville documents for study and research. The 
Gibson House needs to be used and visited by local citizens and visitors 
to our community We are constantly searching for additional 
information and artifacts about our city and surrounding areas to better 
tell the story of Connellsville. The Gibson Stone House is indeed one of 
Connellsville's treasures and a perfect repository for Connellsville 
memories. 
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