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4. “Fearlessness comes from heavenly joy: ‘The joy of the Lord is your strength’. Joyless people are weak, weary and apathetic, bowled over by little things, especially personal relationships. They interpret teasing as insult, play as irresponsibility, and disagreement as personal attack. Joyful people are strong, open and eager for action. Their joy gives them energy and a power. We all know this from experience, but not all of us know where joy comes from. It comes from heaven.” Heaven by Peter Kreeft.

5. “The imagination is among the chief glories of the human. When it is healthy and energetic, it ushers us into adoration and wonder, into the mysteries of God. When it is neurotic and sluggish, it turns people, millions of them, into parasites, copycats, and couch potatoes. The American imagination today is distressingly sluggish. Most of what is served up to us as the fruits of imagination is, in fact, the debasing of it into soap opera and pornography…….Right now, one of the essential Christian ministries in and to our ruined world is the recovery and exercise of the imagination. Ages of faith have always been ages rich in imagination. Subversive Spirituality by Eugene Peterson.
6. (On Acts 3:21) “The ultimate promise of verse 21, that there will be a final restoration of all things, is firmly rooted in the Jewish prophets. What has changed now is the final restoration has already happened to Jesus himself: what God is going to do to the whole creation, he has done for Jesus in raising him from the dead. That is why Jesus now remains ‘in heaven’, in other words (as we have already seen) in God’s sphere. Heaven is the place where God’s purposes for the future are stored up like pieces of a stage set waiting in the wings until they are needed for the final great act of the play. When Jesus finally reappears, heaven and earth will come together as one. That will be the renewal of all things.” Acts for Everyone by N.T. Wright.
Page 3

7. “Peter, you see, is claiming much more than a few random proof-texts which, if you shut one eye and concentrate hard, can be made to sound a bit like things that had happened to Jesus. He is understanding the Old Testament as a single great story which was constantly pointing forwards to something that God was going to do through Abraham and his family, something Moses, Samuel, Isaiah and the rest were pointing on towards as well. This great Something was the restoration of all things, the time when everything would be put right at last. And now, he says, it’s happened! It’s happened in Jesus! And you can be part of it.” Acts for Everyone by N.T.Wright.
8. ( On Colossians 1:23) “ He can only mean that when Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead, as king and Lord of the world, a kind of spiritual shock wave ran right through the entire cosmos. This was a new kind of event. Nobody had ever gone down into death before and come up the other side. God’s new creation had begun: Jesus is, as the poem had said (verse 18), the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, and now he is bringing to birth reconciliation and renewal of all things in heaven and on earth. The gospel doesn’t just make its way from one person to another. When somebody hears the message and believes it, what is happening is that new creation, which has already come into existence and already claims the entire cosmos, is becoming real and actual in another specific instance.” Paul for Everyone the Prison Letters by Tom Wright
