The Sacred Romance: Week 5 The Gospel of the Kingdom
“God made humans so that he could look after his world through this particular creature. His intention was to bring creation forward from its beginnings to be the glorious place he always intended and to do so through this human family.

That is one part of what it means to be in the image of God. God is not an object in the world, but he wanted from the first to be present and active in his world, so he created humans to be the means and mode of that presence and activity. That is why human rebellion against the Creator’s intentions was so disastrous----not just for the humans but for the whole creation.”

Simply Good News page 98, by N.T.Wright

“This gospel after all, has been announced to every creature under heaven! And this is the gospel of which I, Paul, became a servant.” Colossians 1:23b

(Writing on this verse)”He can only mean that when Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead, as the king and Lord of the world, a kind of spiritual shock wave ran through the entire cosmos. This was a new kind of event. Nobody had gone down into death before and come up the other side. God’s new creation had begun: Jesus is, as the poem had said (Col. 1:15-20), the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, and now he is bringing to birth the reconciliation and renewal of all things in heaven and on earth. The gospel doesn’t just make its way from one person to another. When somebody hears the message and believes it, what is happening is that the new creation, which has already come into existence and already claims the entire cosmos, is becoming real and actual in another specific instance.
Paul for Everyone: The Prison Letters page 156 by Tom Wright

“History has brought us to the point where the Christian message is thought to be essentially concerned only with how to deal with sin: with wrongdoing or wrong-being and its effects. Life, our actual existence, is not included in what is now presented as the heart of the Christian message, or it is included only marginally. That is where we find ourselves today.”

The Divine Conspiracy page 41 by Dallas Willard
“……To imagine a gospel that has forgotten about creation and covenant; to imagine a gospel with an angry deity who is pacified only by the blood of an innocent victim; to imagine good news, that instead of restoring and completing the work of the world’s creation, is prepared to throw away the world and take some people (“souls”) to a different location, namely a disembodied heaven----this picture looks far more like a complicated form of paganism than genuine biblical Christianity.

It is paganism (of a certain type), not Christianity, that treats the created order as a prison from which we must escape rather than a project its creator is determined to complete. It is paganism (of almost any type), not biblical Christianity, that discounts the story of God’s covenant with Israel, and treats it as a distraction, a side issue, or simply an irrelevance. And it is certainly paganism that imagines a malevolent, irascible deity determined to take out his wrath on someone and eventually doing so on the one victim who didn’t deserve it.”
Simply Good News page 74 by N.T. Wright
Clips:

#1. Narnia: The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe; scene #17 DVD

#2. Narnia: The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe; scene #20 DVD

#3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1bSlS6OWTs    
Recommended Reading : Simply Good News  by N.T.Wright

                                          The Divine Conspiracy by Dallas Willard
