The Sacred Romance:  The Large Story
“You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in you. “

A prayer of Saint Augustine 
“Some readers of the Bible turn it into little more than an anthology of proof texts assembled to support a system of theology. Others seek only ethical guidance, ransacking the Old Testament for stories of moral instruction. Still others look just for inspirational or devotional messages, for comforting promises and lessons for daily living. The result may be we lose sight of the Bible’s essential unity and instead find only those theological, moral, devotional, or historical fragments we are looking for.

But all human communities, including our own, live out of some comprehensive story  that suggest the meaning and goal of history and gives shape and direction to human life. We may neglect the biblical story, God’s comprehensive account of the shape and direction of cosmic history and the meaning of all that he has done in our world. If we do so, the fragments of the Bible that we do preserve are in danger of being absorbed piecemeal into the dominant cultural story of our modern European and North American democracies. And the dominant story of modern culture is rooted in idolatry: an ultimate confidence in humanity to achieve its own salvation. Thus instead of allowing the Bible to shape us, we may in fact be allowing our culture to shape the Bible for us. Our view of the world and even our faith will be molded by one or the other: either the biblical story is our foundation, or the Bible itself becomes subsumed within the modern story of the secular Western world. If our lives are to be shaped and formed by Scripture, we need to know the biblical story well, to feel it in our bones. To do this, we must also know our own place within it---where we are in the story.”

The Drama of Scripture by Craig Bartholomew and Michael Goheen 

“When we see the struggles of our own short stories within the context of a larger, grander story, it gives those struggles not only dimension but dignity.” 

Eugene Peterson

“In my Father’s presence (i.e., house) there is room for all. As I go to the Father via the cross I prepare the means for you to enter his presence wherever you may find yourselves. Having opened the way for you to enjoy the same intimacy with the Father that you have seen me enjoy, I will return to you in the form of the Spirit, so that even whilst you live on earth you will share with me in the heavenly places”. The metaphor of preparing a place in the Father’s house is not of heaven but living in the presence of God with Jesus. It is here the disciples are to dwell.
From The Drama of Scripture  page 232  by Craig Bartholomew and Michael Goheen
Clips:

1. Panda in Snow   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=viu1UgZ7gwM
2. Holland America Commercial https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xi24BRb8vqU
3. Camelot Scene #34 DVD

4. Cast Away Scene # 25 DVD
