Rev. Rayappa Konka
Pastor
Susan Flohr
Pastoral Minister
Mass Schedule:
(October - May)
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30 am
(June - September)
Saturday 6:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 & 10:00 am
Mon, Tues, Wed, Friday 7 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays one hour prior to evening
Mass or by appointment (632-2541)

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call the Parish Office
Parish Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday, 9am - Noon
& 1pm - 4pm

2314 Third Avenue, Scottsbluff, Nebraska 69361
(308)632-2541 Fax: (308)632-2146
Mailing address: PO Box 349, Scottsbluff, NE 69363-0349
Website: www.st-agnes-church.com
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Catholic Church

The Baptism of the Lord

Today’s Readings

On The Cusp of a New Creation

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

It was on the Fourth Sunday of Advent this past December that
we first heard of the two cousins, John and Jesus, meeting. Then it was
in the womb of their mothers, Elizabeth and Mary. Now the cousins
meet again on the shore of the Jordan River. John is already well
known—so much so that people had begun to wonder of he was the
long-awaited Messiah. Jesus, on the other hand, is about to begin his
ministry. One could say that Jesus entered the waters of the Jordan as
a private person and came out of them as a public one. The voice from
heaven left no doubt about that. As we come to the end of the
Christmas season our readings echo Isaiah and Titus (see Advent and
Christmas ay readings) and together with today’s Psalm 104 they point
us to Pentecost. We are on the cusp of a new creation.
John the Baptist was what we might call today a “social
influencer.” People paid attention to what he had to say. And what he
said affected the choices people made. Yet today’s Gospel reminds us
of John the Baptist’s ultimate goal: “One mightier than I is coming.”
The Baptizer walks the fine line between drawing attention to himself
with his fiery preaching and then re-directing that attention to Jesus,
the “beloved Son.” John the Baptist could be considered the “patron
saint” of those who minister as lectors, extraordinary ministers of the
eucharist, cantors, greeters, acolytes, and musicians. Isn’t John’s
teaching a good goal for a liturgical (or any!) minister? Rooted in the
graces of their own baptism, ministers must be skilled and confident
enough to draw people’s attention (or at least, not turn them off!) and
then gradually re-focus that attention on Jesus. It is a dynamic and
awesome responsibility.

Psalm: 29
Acts 10:34-38
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

Parish Administration

(308) 632-2541 / (308) 632-2146 (Fax)
office@st-agnes-church.com
www.st-agnes-church.com
Pastor
Rev. Rayappa Konka (ext. 2)
fatherkonka@st-agnes-church.com

Church Office Manager
Theresa Trevino (ext. 3)
office@st-agnes-church.com

Pastoral Minister
Susan Flohr
pastoralcare@st-agnes-church.com

Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Terri Calvert (ext.5)
dre@st-agnes-church.com

School Head Teacher
Mrs. Julie Brown (632-6918)
office@st-agnes-school.com

School Office Manager
Teresa Johnson (632-6918)
office@st-agnes-school.com

Prayer Chain Coordinator
Jean Ahrens - (308-672-4632)

This Week’s Schedule
Monday, January 10, 2022
Daily Mass (7:00am)
Intention: †Mike Ferguson
Communal Rosary (4:45pm)
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm)
Tuesday, January 11, 2022
Daily Mass (7:00am)
Intention: †Margaret Ann Pickering by Jeff
Pickering
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm)
Wednesday, January 12, 2022
Daily Mass (8:15am)
Intention: †Jim Polk by St. Agnes Students
& Staff
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm)

Thursday, January 13, 2022
**Online Mass Only***
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm)
Friday, January 14, 2022
Daily Mass (7:00am)
Intention: Karen Koch by Rod & Ellen
Ramig
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm)
Saturday, January 15, 2022
Weekend Mass (4:00pm)
Intention: †Pedro & †Florintina Cano by
Roman Cano & Annie Urdiales Cano
Sunday, January 16, 2022
Weekend Mass (8:00am)
Intention: † For the Parish
Weekend Mass (10:30am)
Intention: †Roger Garwood by The Peck
Family
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This Week’s Readings

Monday:

1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19;
Mk 1:14-20
Tuesday:
1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 48abcd; Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps
40:2, 5, 7-10; Mk 1:2939
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11,
14-15, 24-25; Mk 1:4045
Friday:
1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps
89:16-19; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a;
Ps 21:2-7; Mk 2:13-17
Sunday:
Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 710; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:111

2021/2022
Diocesan Appeal
St. Agnes
As of: 1-3-22
Parish Goal : $43,888
Total Raised: $33,965

Total Received: $27,835
Donor Goal: 110
Current # of Donors: 99
Seminary Formation * Youth & Young
Adult * Hispanic Minitry *
International Priest Program Newman
Centers-UNK & Chadron State
College * Permanent Diaconate *
Retired Priest Medical Insurance
* West Nebraska Catholic * Faith
Formation & Evangelization *
Pro-Life Office

The Bible and the
Qur’an:
A Comparative Study
In this superb course, we will receive a
general introduction to the Qur’an,
paying particular attention to its
relationship with the Bible. Prof.
Gabriel Reynolds, a Catholic scholar of
Islamic studies, guides us through the
history, interpretation, and structure
of the Qur’an. By embarking on this
exploration, we will more deeply
understand Islam and its conversation
with Christianity. Begin this essential
leaning journey on Monday, January
10, 2022 at 7:00 pm in the garden
room. This DVD series will last
approximately eight to ten weeks of
about one hour each Monday
evening.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
Bishop Hanefeldt has given us
permission to host this series at
St. Agnes

In celebration of World Marriage
Day, Bishop Joseph Hanefeldt will
be presiding at an Anniversary
Mass on Saturday, February 12,
2022 at 4 p.m., at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Grand Island. All
married couples in the Diocese of
Grand Island whose anniversary is
divisible by 5 in the years 2021-2022
will be honored at the Holy Mass.
Please RSVP to St. Mary’s
Cathedral, 308-384-2523, or email
secretary@stmarysgi.com; or
Glenda Stittsworth, 308-379-9325,
email glenarch@charter.net, by
February 7, 2022.
In addition, the Cathedral Ladies
will be serving a lasagna dinner
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. on February
12th at Cathedral Square. The meal
includes lasagna, garlic bread,
salad and dessert. The meal is dine
-in or carry-out. A free will offering
is requested. Everyone is invited.

Finance Corner
Sunday Collections
& ATW Giving
January 2022 Totals
Actual
Online Giving
ATW
Budget
Surplus (Deficit)

$7376.00
$675.50
$3550.00
$9000.00
$2601.50

Next Sunday’s 2nd collection is for
Latin America
Thank you for your continued
giving!

Server Schedule
Jan 15 4pm

Caylie Garcia
Tea Hill
Regan Schiff
Morgan Celli
Easton Hill
Kellan Zulkoski

Jan 16 8am
10:30am

Lector Schedule
Jan 15 4pm
Jan 16 8am
10:30am

Odilia Murillo
Judy Hartmann
Cindy Nelson

Options Speaker
All are welcome!
Jana from Options is coming to the
Catholic Daughters meeting on
Thursday, January 20th. She will
share about what their agency is
doing to help Mothers with
expected pregnancies and how we
can help. All are welcome to join us
at 7:00 P.M. in the Garden Room to
hear her presentation. We will have
our meeting after the presentation.
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2022 Calendar of
Holy Days of Obligation
**Every Sunday is a Holy Day of
Obligation**
Saturday, January 1, 2022
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Sunday, April 10, 2022
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the
Lord
Sunday, April 17, 2022
Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord
Thursday, May 26, 2022
Ascension of Jesus
Monday, August 15, 2022
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
Tuesday, November 1, 2022
All Saints’ Day
Thursday, December 8, 2022
The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday, December 25, 2022
Christmas
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Celebrating Sunday for
Catholic Families
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Gospel: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

On the Way to Mass:
As you enter church today, take
special notice of the holy water font.
Dip your fingers in the water and
make a deliberate sign of the cross.
Today’s entry into the church is a
reminder of the day you first became
a member of the Christian
community.
On the Way Home From Mass:
Share a memory of your children’s
baptisms.
Living the Word:
Many families keep and treasure the
symbols of their baptisms. Continue
your conversation by sharing
pictures or video of each person’s
baptism, along with their candles and
white garment, if you have them.
Explain why each godparent was
specially chosen. Tell your children
about their names. Say a prayer of
thanksgiving for being called to be a
child of God.
Celebrating Sunday for Catholic
Families 2021-2022

Find Us On

Share what you love about our
Catholic Faith
As parents, we want
our children to be
Catholic because we
know the Church
provides the surest
way to a strong and
loving relationship
with God. To help
children find Catholic joy, share
what you love about our Catholic
Faith.
“My grandmother prayed the
Rosary every day of her life,” said
Lisa. “When I was old enough, she
gave me one and taught me how to
pray it. The prayers remind me of
everything we believe as Catholics.
The Rosary has helped me through
many tough times in my life and I
pray it often with my own children.”
“We moved a lot when I was
young,” said Art. “Moving was hard
but no matter where we lived, the
Mass felt like home. Jesus was
always there waiting for me. Now I
love taking my children to Mass
because I want it to be there home,
too.”
“I don’t know what I would do
without Confession,” said Brooke.
“It’s not easy admitting the things I
do wrong. I’m embarrassed that I
commit the same sins repeatedly.
Still, no matter how often I go, it is
such a thrill to hear the words of
absolution and know that Jesus
really does forgive me. Now, we
take our children and celebrate
God’s mercy together.”
Partners in Faith - January 2022

Facebook
Twitter: st_agnes_church
Instagram: st.agnescatholicchurch
Parish Website
www.st-agnes-church.com
myParish App
In the App Store on your phone or
tablet

Save the Dates
Higher Ground Middle School
Extreme Faith for Middle School

July 10-15, 2022

Higher Ground Retreats
High School

Week 1: May 29 - June 3, 2022
Week 2: June 5 - June 10, 2022

First Reconciliation will be
celebrated on
Saturday,
January 15th at
11:00 am.
Please pray for
the following
children as they
make their First
Reconciliation next week: Kaden
Baylock, Zoe Calvert, Owen Engel,
Malia Linz, Holly Polk, Kara
Robles, Calliopi Schaff, Courtni
Schaff, Ruby Schiff, Logan Smith,
Jacob Sole, John Songo, Wyatt
Visage, Mason Warburton, Asher
Wilson, Carson Windhorst, Sarayne
Wylie, Madelyn Zeiler.

Thoughtful Moments
The rhythm of
our faith
To help us learn
about God and his
family,
the
Church
crafted
the liturgical year.
By observing the seasons of our
faith, we follow the rhythm that God
has created for us. "A time to weep,
and a time to laugh; a time to
mourn,
and
a
time
to
dance"(Ecclesiastes 3:4.).
As God forgives
When we pray the “Our Father,” we
say, “Forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against
us.” True forgiveness is hard but
God wants us to forgive the way he
forgives us. We can’t obtain true
forgiveness unless we give it.
Celebrate parenthood
Parents deserve lots of praise but
don’t often get it. Someday your
children may look back and
appreciate you. While they are
young, remember that every kiss,
hug and smile you get is a
celebration of how important you are
every day, all year long.
Partners in Faith - January 2022
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December Virtuous Students

Wednesday January 12th
Mass @ 8:15 4th Grade Leads
Friday, January 14th
Reading Incentive Literacy Day
Saturday, January 15th
1st Reconciliation for 2nd Grade
@ 11:00

St. Agnes Catholic School
205 E 23rd, Scottsbluff, NE
Ph: 308-632-6918

Kindergartener, Omar Robles, and 2nd
grader, Courtni Schaff were recognized
as the December Virtuous Students of
the month at the Golden Rule held on
January 5th. For their good deeds and
behavior, each was awarded a
certificate and rosary courtesy of the
Knights of Columbus.

Classroom News………...
Leader in Me Students of the Month

Welcoming a New Student

December’s habit of the month was Think Win-Win.
Leaders who think Win-Win balance courage and
consideration. They have the courage to stand up for
what they want and the consideration for what others
want. They treat others the way they want to be
treated and make deposits into their emotional bank
account. Students recognized for this award include:
Willa Downey (pre-K), Jovian Moreno(K), Zaylie Adams
(1st), Logan Smith (2nd), Eliana Merrigan (3rd), Reagan
Schiff (4th), and Jose Acosta (5th).

4th grade students returned from Christmas break
with excitement and enthusiasm as they welcomed a
new classmate, Eva
Rodriguez, to their class.
Eva comes to St. Agnes
from Longfellow
Elementary. She and her
family are members of
Guadalupe parish and are
excited to become part of
our St. Agnes School
family. We welcome
them to our village and
know they will love their
experience in our
wonderful community.

Jump Rope for Heart

Lunch Help Needed
As the new semester begins, we have a number of open
slots for lunch help. If you have not had the opportunity to
serve your 5 lunch duties, now would be a great time to
stop in and look at our lunch calendar for available dates. If
you are not able to stop in, please contact Ms. Teresa in the
office and she can share open dates with you. Parent help is
vital in keeping
our lunch
program running
smoothly.
Thanks to all who
have already
assisted.

St. Agnes Pre-K-5th grade students will be taking part in
Jump Rope for Heart during the first 2 weeks of
January. PE classes will focus on jump rope activities
and heart health messages. On Monday, January 17th
each class will participate in the official event, which
will include a variety of jumping stations and a bounce
house. Students should register online at heart.org/
KHC. Donations may be taken through Jan. 21 with
prizes awarded in the
weeks to follow. This is a
wonderful educational
opportunity. Please take
the time to register and
enjoy the online activities
offered for both home and
school.

Hot Lunch Menu for January 10th, 2022 - January 14th, 2022
Monday, Jan 10

Tuesday, Jan 11

Wednesday, Jan 12

Thursday, Jan 13

Friday, Jan 14

Tacos-Tortilla filled w/
taco meat, cheese, lettuce
Tater Circles
Corn
Apricots

Hamburger on a bun
French Fries
Green Salad
Mandarin Oranges

Chili
Cinnamon Rolls
Cheddar Cheese Cubes
Applesauce

Corn Dog
Tater Barrels
Carrots w/ranch
Fruit Cocktail

Pancakes
Scrambled eggs w/
sauteed spinach
Potato Triangle
Orange Wedges

Helpers:
10:55 Nicole Hoesing
11:35 Viqi Garcia

Helpers:
10:55 Ruba Sarsour
11:35 Ruba Sarsour

Helpers:
10:30 Nicole Hoesing
11:30 Liz Engel

Helpers:
10:30 Toni Warburton
11:30 Jackie Seymour

Helpers:
10:30 Nicole Hoesing
11:30 Irma Torres

What’s Happening at St. Agnes School………...
Second Grade Class
By Lori Svitak
Happy New Year! Since the students are just returning, I will highlight activities done in December. In math, we
put double digit numbers in order from least to greatest and learned about symmetry by creating pictures with
paint. The pictures were quite unique. The students tried to put a name of an animal to everyone’s picture.
In reading, we used letter tiles to build words. We changed around the tiles to make new words and talked
about syllables of words. This is more fun we decided than pencil and paper.
My little elves made calendars for their parents for Christmas. They even designed the packaging for the
presents.
Our Christmas S.T.E.M. activity was to create a Grinch Sleigh that could climb a slope holding a set amount of “presents”. The
presents were linking cubes. The amount increased with each successful climb up the slope. A big thank you goes to Mr. Svitak for
making the slopes and helping on this day.
Our Christmas party was a lot of fun. The students decorated a sugar cone with green icing to make a tree and decorated it
with little candy treats. The best part was getting to eat it. Thank you to all the parents who made our party a success.
Happy January birthday to Owen Engel.

Library Room News
By Lana Payne
Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe
that it’s already 2022 and our school year is
half over. Time really does fly when you’re
having a good time! While I enjoyed the
Christmas break, I’m glad to be back at school
and with the kids. I was able to read some
books over the break and hope the students got some books for
Christmas gifts and did some reading too!
January is a great month to read and look at books about
winter. The library is featuring books about winter weather,
building snowmen, and playing with friends and pets in the snow.
Also, books about winter sports such as skiing, ice skating,
snowboarding, and sledding.
For the older students the library is featuring a selection
of non-fiction books about the United States, American historical
events, important people in American history, and U.S. space
activities.
The students who have completed the first semester of
the Reading Incentive program will be enjoying a Reading Incentive
Literacy Day on Friday, January 14th. The activities are scheduled
for the afternoon with a variety of activity centers planned. There
will be more information as we
get closer to that date.
The library is pleased
to have the Fourth Graders’
December Reading Incentive
projects on display. All the
students are enjoying them!

Music Room News
By Cori Taedter
The St. Agnes music room was certainly buzzing during
the month of December! Children in grades PK-5 worked diligently
preparing their presentation of "Happy Birthday, Jesus. the Best
Christmas Present Ever!" This heartfelt Christmas musical was
performed for a capacity audience the evening of December 9,
2021, and I am so very proud of our students' accomplishments! It
was their night to shine and share an important message of love
and hope, and they did both in a very special way.
Singspirations had the opportunity to share the good
news and great joy of Christ's birth by caroling at our adopt-aschool partner business, Riverstone Bank (formally First State
Bank). We were well received and fun was had by all....I really
think that this group would have chosen to sing all day if we
would have let them! Singspirstions members who were able, also
sang prior to the start of 4:00 Mass on Christmas Eve...it was a
special opportunity for us, and we felt so grateful to be included
in worship that evening.
We'll be diving into pitch lessons and activities in all
grades with the start of the new year, and are looking forward to
an amazing 2022!

