Rev. Rayappa Konka
Pastor
Susan Flohr
Pastoral Minister
Mass Schedule:
(October - May)
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30 am
(June - September)
Saturday 6:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 & 10:00 am
Mon, Tues, Wed, Friday 7 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays one hour prior to evening
Mass or by appointment (632-2541)

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call the Parish Office
Parish Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday, 9am - Noon
& 1pm - 4pm

2314 Third Avenue, Scottsbluff, Nebraska 69361
(308)632-2541 Fax: (308)632-2146
Mailing address: PO Box 349, Scottsbluff, NE 69363-0349
Website: www.st-agnes-church.com
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Catholic Church

The Third Sunday of Lent

Today’s Readings

A Continuous Lent

Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15

In the Rule of Saint Benedict, the monks are told that their lives should be a
“continuous Lent.” At first, this may sound like a negative, difficult thing, or
entirely depressing. Rather, it is simply a call to be open and continue
growing. In fact, one of the vows that Benedictines profess is Conversatio
Morum, that is, “conversion of life.” In a nutshell, that is what Jesus is
saying this week. We are being called to change our lives. Some people
came to Jesus with gossip and a gruesome story about Pilate; Jesus
challenged them with a couple of pointed questions, and then related the
parable of the fig tree. To put it in context, usually figs blossom within two
years, and then can be harvested twice a year. When a tree has been
barren three years, it might be best just to remove it, but this is not the
approach that Jesus suggested. Rather, the gardener in the parable chose
to nurture the tree, fertilizing it with dung. He was not willing to give up
on it.
There are times when we may feel our lives are covered in dung,
and we lie dormant through a plethora of difficult and painful moments.
But Jesus is calling us to use this time, to draw strength from it, to use the
dung in our lives as fertilizer, to begin a slow and steady transformation to
a new and better place, until we too can bear fruit. Growth is always a
process, and we have to start somewhere. While there is always a call to
repentance and conversion, we are blessed with a God
who is loving enough and patient enough to wait for us
to come to our senses, however long that may take.
This Lent we are being called to life. We are called to
repent. We are called to be nurtured and fertilized and
take the time and effort to grow.

Psalm: 95
1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12
Luke 13:1-9

Parish Administration

(308) 632-2541 / (308) 632-2146 (Fax)
office@st-agnes-church.com
www.st-agnes-church.com
Pastor
Rev. Rayappa Konka (ext. 2)
fatherkonka@st-agnes-church.com

Church Office Manager
Theresa Trevino (ext. 3)
office@st-agnes-church.com

Pastoral Minister
Susan Flohr
pastoralcare@st-agnes-church.com

Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Terri Calvert (ext.5)
dre@st-agnes-church.com

School Head Teacher
Mrs. Julie Brown (632-6918)
office@st-agnes-school.com

School Office Manager
Teresa Johnson (632-6918)
office@st-agnes-school.com

Prayer Chain Coordinator
Jean Ahrens - (308-672-4632)

This Week’s Schedule
Monday, March 21, 2022
Daily Mass (7:00am)
Intention: †Ron Batchman by Bernadine
Overman
Communal Rosary (4:45pm)
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm)
Bible Study Group (7:00pm)
Tuesday, March 22, 2022
Daily Mass (7:00am)
Intention: †John Kissack & † John Kissack
Jr. by Marjorie Kissack
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm)
Wednesday, March 23, 2022
Daily Mass (7:00am)
Intention: †Smitty Ewald by Bernadine
Overman
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm)

Thursday, March 24, 2022
Daily Mass (7:00am)
Intention: †Ray Rezac by Marjorie Kissack
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm)
Friday, March 25, 2022
Stations of the Cross (5:15pm)
Daily Mass (5:45pm)
Intention: †Clint Schaff by a Friend
Saturday, March 26, 2022
Weekend Mass (4:00pm)
Intention: For the Parish
Sunday, March 27, 2022
Weekend Mass (8:00am)
Intention: †Clint Schaff by The Songco
Family
Weekend Mass (10:30am)
Intention: †Helga Tschacher by Lynda
Montague & Family
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This Week’s Readings

Monday:

2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2,
3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday:
Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:45ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9; Mt
18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13,
15-16, 19-20; Mt 5:17-19
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6
-9; Lk 11:14-23
Friday:
Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:711; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:2638
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 1821ab; Lk 18:9-14
Sunday:
Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34:27; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:13, 11-32
Alternate readings
(Year A): 1 Sm 16:1b, 67, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6;Eph
5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41 [1, 6-9,
13-17, 34-38]

Where Did The Music Go?

Finance Corner

Lent is a time that is filled with great big
words like sacrifice, repentance,
forgiveness, and promise. Lent is also a
time of tradition; giving something up that
we love, or adding something new into
our prayer life.
Lent is also so very special because of
the songs that we get to sing every
week! All of us who sing in the Music
Ministry look forward to this time of year
just like all of you! This year has already
had a few noticeable differences, and we
are all getting asked just one question,
"Where did the music go?"
We are hoping that as the weeks
progress, we all begin to feel that void of
this simple tradition. Lent brings a
precious pause into our faith, allowing us
to truly sit in this time and reflect on the
true meaning of what Lent is. By omitting
the sung Mass parts, we are inviting all of
you to look forward to those sounds of
celebration that will fill our church and our
hearts on Holy Thursday and in through
the Tridium.
The Music Ministers are often fueled by
the presence of the Holy Spirit, and while
we are also missing those few sung Mass
parts, we are also deeply yearning for
them to return. In the meantime, we
invite you all to pause with us and to
reflect on what the words mean as we
speak them each week of Lent!

Sunday Collections
& ATW Giving
March 13 , 2022
Actual
ATW
Online Giving
Budget
Surplus (Deficit)
Ukraine Coll

$3197.00
$4970.00
$1024.46
$9000.00
$191.46
$6020.00

March Totals
Actual
ATW
Online Giving
Budget
Surplus (Deficit)

$8923.00
$8520.00
$3399.71
$18000.00
$2842.71

Next Sunday’s 2nd collection is for
Easter Altar Flowers
Thank you for your continued
giving!

Lenten Fish Fry
March 25th
Deep Fried Pollock, Cole Slaw,
French Fries, Cheese Pizza,
Dessert, Beverages

St. Agnes School Gym
5:30-7:30pm

We can all be like the barren fig tree at times. Do you cling to what you have, or do you generously
share with others? How will you respond when God asks you what you have done with all the gifts, He
has given you? Remember, not only are we called to be generous, we are also called to develop and
nurture our gifts, and return them with increase. Remember, we are called to be generous with all of
gifts; especially the one that means the most to you.
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The Third Sunday of Lent

2022 Lent/Holy Week Schedule
Ash Wednesday Mass
7am, noon, 7pm
Daily Mass

Mon, Tues, Thurs 7:00am
Wednesdays, 8:15am
Fridays, 5:45pm

Stations of the Cross
Every Wednesday, 7:00pm
Every Friday, 5:15 pm

Individual Reconciliation
April 11th, 12th & 13th 6pm-7pm
No reconciliation Sat., April 16th

Fish Fry
Friday, March 25 & April 8
5:30 - 7pm at the School Gym

Communal Reconciliation Service

Friday, March 4, 11, 18 & April 1
following 5:45pm Mass
In the Garden Room

My name is Jeremy Becker and my wife
Kristie teaches 4th grade at St Agnes. We
have 2 boys, Easton and Drew, that both
attend St Agnes School. I am the manager
at 21st Century Water Technologies and
have been there since 2007. I also farm
with my father and grandfather and plan
on passing that down to our boys. I am
involved in the youth sports programs here
in Scottsbluff and sit on the Board of Directors at the 23 Club. I've been coming to
mass with Kristie since we've been married
and even before. I've thought of joining
the church for a few years, and with some
encouragement from our friends and
family, have decided this year is the year to
join.

Scholarship
Opportunities!

Holy Week Schedule

April 14, Holy Thursday, 7pm
April 15, Stations of the Cross - 9am
Good Friday Service - Noon
April 16, Holy Saturday, 8:00pm
April 17, Easter Sunday, 8 & 10:30am

Adoration
First Friday’s, March 4 & April 1
After 7 am Mass until 5:10 pm
St. Agnes Church: March 27, 3pm

Attention
Students!!

Soup Supper

2021/2022
Diocesan Appeal
St. Agnes
As of: 3-14-22
Parish Goal : $43,888
Total Raised: $36,390
Total Received: $32,00
Donor Goal: 110
Current # of Donors: 104
The men’s group will be having
their April meeting on Thursday,
April 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the garden
room. This meeting has been
moved up one week due to Holy
Week on the
14th. All are
welcome.
For questions,
please call
Jordan Colwell
308.225.2498.

St. Agnes Catholic School Foundation
Alumni Futures Scholarship
Applications are available online at
catholic- schoolfoundation.com! If
you’re an alumni of St. Agnes Catholic
School, and a graduating high school
senior, please consider applying (see
our scholarship information online to
determine if you meet our application
criteria). If you have questions or
need to request an electronic version
of the application, please email Jackie
at jseymour@stagnesonline.org. We
look forward to reading your
applications! Deadline: April 24, 2022

The Journey
of Grief
Sundays
March 6, 13, 20
April 3, 10, 24
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
St Agnes Church

2314 Third Avenue
Scottsbluff, NE 69361
(Come in the South Door—Proceed to
Garden Level)

Everyone is Welcome
Contact:
Ellen Ramig at 308-631-0811
Stephanie Upp at 308-631-0645
The Journey of Grief is a six session
program designed to aid the healing
process of grief. Meetings will include
information and discussion.
The video topics are:
The Journey of Grief
The Definition of Grief
The Dimensions of Grief
The Needs of Grief
The Ceremonies of Grief
The Normal Reactions of Grief
The Significance of Grief
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Please save "Best Choice"
bar codes !
The DCCW is still collecting bar
codes from "Best Choice"
products. The bar codes are
turned in for cash and the money
is given to help with ongoing clean
drinking water projects in
Haiti. Please
save codes and
put in an
envelope
marked "Bar
Codes" and drop
in donation boxes. Thank you !

Do you know of a young man who
gets excited about sharing his
Catholic faith? Are you a young
man who would like to experience
ministry firsthand and grow deeper in your personal relationship
with Christ? The Diocese of Grand
Island is in need of college-age
men to serve as TOTUS TUUS missionaries for this summer's program. Are you being called or do
you know someone who would
enjoy this life-changing experience? To apply for a position or to
refer a possible candidate, go to
gidiocese.org/totus-tuus.

March 20, 2022

Remembering one of the first teachers of
St. Agnes School
Sister Bernadette Clifford, 84, of Alliance,
NE passed away Tuesday, March 8, 2022 at
Poudre Valley Hospital in Fort Collins, Colorado.
Sister Bernadette Clifford was born on August
6, 1937 in Pine Ridge, SD to Herbert H. and Jessie
M. (McGaa) Clifford and was given the name
Anita Clare Clifford. She was the first born and
had 12 brothers and sisters. She was raised
around Kyle, South Dakota on the Pine Ridge
Reservation. Her schooling began in 1944 at Holy
Rosary Mission, Pine Ridge, South Dakota. She
and her brothers and sisters were boarders at Holy Rosary. She graduated
from there in May of 1956.
On September 16, 1956 she went to Marycrest in Denver, Colorado, to join the
Franciscan Sisters. During this time, too, she attended Regis College and
eventually got her BA in Elementary Education in 1963. On August 15, 1957, she
received the habit and the name Sister Bernadette. August 15, 1959, she made
her temporary vows, and August 15, 1964, she pronounced her perpetual
vows. From 1960 - 2003 she was an elementary teacher - mainly a primary
teacher. She taught at St. Elizabeth's in Denver, St. Agnes in Scottsbluff,
Nebraska, St. Mary's in O'Neill, Nebraska, St. Francis Mission in South Dakota,
Our Lady of Lourdes in Porcupine, South Dakota, and St. Agnes in Alliance,
Nebraska.
The highlight of her life was when she volunteered to go to Rome and teach
fourth grade in international grade school at the Sister’s Generalate from 1977
to 1980. During these years she also got to work in the curia in the Vatican for
the Secretariat of Christian Unity.
On August 6, 1978, (her birthday) Pope Paul VI died. Sister Bernadette got to
witness the two conclaves that elected Pope John Paul I and Pope John Paul
II. Because she worked in the curia she got to be part of a private
audience - the first one on November 17, 1978, in the Papal Palace; the second
one on April 3, 1979 (her dad's birthday). Both were exciting experiences
which were not be forgotten.
In 1986 she returned to St. Francis Mission and also Holy Rosary Mission in
Porcupine, SD. In 1997 she moved to Alliance teaching part-time at St. Agnes
Academy and serving in various capacities at Marian Residence.
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Third Sunday of Lent

Religious Education Program
Email—dre@st-agnes-church.com

Celebrating Sunday for
Catholic Families
Third Sunday of Lent
Gospel: Luke 13: 1-9
On the Way to Mass:
God is merciful. Think of a time
when you felt forgiven by God
for something wrong you have
done.
On the Way Home From Mass:
If the fig tree in the Gospel
represents us, who can the
gardener be? How do you think
the tree will respond to being
allowed to grow once more?
Living the Word:
As a family, schedule an
educational visit to a greenhouse
or botanical garden. Some
questions to discuss with your
children are: why does a
gardener need to prune plants to
help them to stay healthy? What
would a gardener do to cultivate
the soil around a tree to help it to
produce more fruit? How much
patience must a gardener have to
work with plants?

Celebrating Sunday for Catholic
Families 2021-2022
Find Us On

Facebook
Twitter: st_agnes_church
Instagram:
st.agnescatholicchurch
Parish Website
www.st-agnes-church.com
myParish App
In the App Store on your phone
or tablet

Religious Education Office—308-635-1362

SAVE THE DATE!

Family Lent Calendar

Sunday - March 20th

After Mass, light a candle, and recite
the Apostle’s Creed as an affirmation
of faith.

Monday - March 21st

Bring cookies to a nearby nursing home.

Junior/High School-(Grades 7-12)
June 12th - 17th - 7-9 p.m.
Grade School - (Grades 1-6)
June 13th - 17th - 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
The Totus Tuus Curriculum
The Sacred Scriptures and the
Catechism of the Catholic Church
provide the foundation of the
catechetical instruction of the Totus
Tuus summer catechetical program.
One of the unique features of Totus
Tuus is the two independent cycles
of catechetical materials. The six
core topics of catechesis (which
come by dividing the four pillars of
the Catechism into six major
elements) and the four mysteries of
the Rosary make certain that every
summer has an original presentation
of material for the students.
This year the content focus will be
Prayer and the Our Father and the
Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary.
Totus Tuus seeks to foster openness
to vocations in the young people we
serve as well as among the teachers.
This is accomplished by placing
special emphasis on the importance
and necessity of prayer, Eucharistic
devotion, and Marian devotion in
addition to catechetical instruction
and formation in the Catholic faith.
If your are interested in hosting the
female or the male team of leaders
please contact the RE Office for
more information.

Tuesday - March 22nd

Pray for victims of violence and war in the
world.

Wednesday- March 23rd

Apologize to someone you hurt. Forgive
someone who hurt you.

Thursday - March 24th

At dinner, have everyone name two things
they are thankful to God for.

Friday - March 25th

Family Fun Night Instead of
watching a movie, pull out a
board game or make up your own.

Saturday- March 26th
In honor of the Holy Family,
encourage everyone to do one extra
chore around the house..
Partners in Faith-February 2022

Lenten Opportunities
for the Whole Family!
Daily Mass
Mon., Tue., Thurs.7 am
Wed. at 8:15 am, Fri. at 5:45 pm

Stations of the Cross
Wednesdays -7:10 pm
Fridays at 5:15pm
Communal Penance

March 27th at 3pm
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Enjoy the challenge of Lent
“Enjoy” isn’t normally a word we associate with Lent, but its rich traditions
help us connect with God’s saving love and prepare us for the joy of Easter. Helping
children to experience God’s love during Lent can be penitential and enjoyable when it
involves activities bringing families together around penance, almsgiving, and prayer.
Ashes: The ashes we wear show repentance for our sins and help children understand we are all sinners dependent upon God’s grace. Challenge children to keep
their ashes on all day as an external witness to their hope that Christ’s sacrifice will
lead us to Heaven.
Almsgiving box: Set up a box and take turns putting an item from the pantry
into it each day. At the end of Lent, take the box to a needy family, a soup kitchen, or your local food pantry.
Add prayer: Pray the sorrowful mysteries of the rosary. If this feels overwhelming with young ones,
try just one decade a day. Or, consider praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet together. This is shorter than a Rosary and helps youngsters focus on God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Meatless Fridays: Catholics are to avoid eating meat on Fridays - an ancient tradition going back to
the early Church. Plan meatless Friday family meals and invite friends to join you to reinforce the practice of
penance.
Why Do Catholics Do That?
Why do Catholics eat fish on Fridays during Lent?
The Church requires Catholics to abstain from eating meat on Fridays during Lent, but
permits eating fish. One explanation is that people didn’t used to consider fish as meat.
Another theory is fish was originally considered a “poor man’s” meal; richer meats were
for feasting. During Lent, we try to detach from earthly pleasures to prepare our hearts
for eternal joys. We give up meat on a Friday because it was on a Friday that Jesus gave
everything for us.
Thoughtful Moments:
Love like God
God allows us to make choices. The reward for choosing to obey him is Heaven. The consequence of disobeying is punishment. Parents show God’s love when they allow children to experience the consequence of their
choices. “For the Lord disciplines him whom he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives" (Hebrews
12:6).
We’re not alone
Although parenting can be tough, we don’t have to go it alone. “Trust in the LORD with
all your heart, on your own intelligence rely not; In all your ways be mindful of him, and
he will make straight your paths” (Proverbs 3:5).

Gossip
Teach children the harmful nature of gossip. Gossip is talking about other people, either
saying mean things, spreading stories you're not sure are true, or repeating information
you have been asked to keep private. No one has a right to know someone else’s business. If in doubt, don’t let it out.
Partners in Faith - March 2022
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School Newsletter

Connecting Students and Families through Faith
March 20, 2022

Celebrating Success

Monday, March 21st
Dental Screenings - 8:30
Wednesday, March 23rd
Mass @ 8:15
Friday, March 25th
Fish Fry - 5:30-8:30

St. Agnes Catholic School
205 E 23rd, Scottsbluff, NE
Ph: 308-632-6918

Monday, March 14th marked the day for celebrating the
most successful Penny Carnival in the school’s history. Just
over $43,000 was the gross amount of sales for the event
with the students selling 34,711 raffle tickets. Ninety-seven
students earned a prize for selling over 100 tickets with 7
selling over 1000 and 12 selling over 600. The top 15 sellers
include: Beckham Wilson (1432), AJ Peck (1410), Asher Wilson (1358), Omar Robles (1190), Grant Celli (1120), Solarah
Gould (1080), Havynn Urdiales(1000), Parker Dudden
(930), Bella Songco (818), Easton Hill (771), Ella Kildow
(735), Zaylie Adams (650), Carson, Allie & Riley Windhorst
(571 tickets each). All students will celebrate our success
with a pizza party and a night at the Drive In Theater.
Congratulations to all on our GREAT SUCCESS!

Classroom News………...
Quarterly Awards Ceremony
March 11 marked the end of the 3rd quarter and students were recognized for
their academic accomplishments at the quarterly awards ceremony held on
Monday, March 14th. Awards were given for improvement, good conduct,
library, PE & music students of the quarter along with academic awards.
Congratulations to each student for their achievements. We are heading into
the final lap of the school year so all are encouraged to finish strong!

Honor Roll Students

Book Tasting

29 students earned Honor Roll status for the 3rd quarter. Students
must maintain a 90% GPA with no single average falling below an 85%.
Students on Honor Roll include:3rd Grade: Giovanni Alvizar, Claire
Ascherl, Easton Becker, Tristan Hoesing, Sloane Margheim, Eliana
Merrigan, Mila Miller, Rheanne Owens, Isabella Songco, Harper
Verbeck, 4th Grade: Luis Acosta, Grant Celli, Adan Garcia, Solarah Gould,
Easton Hill, Sakina Kader, Jonah Klaas, Nina Polk, Emma Saucedo,
Reagan Schiff,
Will Seymour,
Morgan Smith,
Havynn Urdiales,
Lauren Weitzel,
5th Grade:
Connelly Ascherl,
Lizbeth CabreraHernandez,
Andrew Peck,
Giuliana Suhr,
Eroz Torres

Fourth grade students enjoyed the first annual book tasting
party held in the Learning Center on the afternoon of March
9th. Under candlelight and fancy table settings, each student
got a small taste of 6 different novels from different genres, to
consider for their next book club. Students were allowed 5
minutes to read no more than the first 5 pages of each book
then rate their interest level in each
novel. Book clubs will be formed
based on the student ratings. The
new novel, Unplugged, seemed to
garner a great deal of interest. It was
exciting to see
these student’s
enthusiasm for
finding great
new literature
opportunities.

Hot Lunch Menu for March 21st, 2022 - March 25th, 2022
Monday, Mar 21

Tuesday, Mar 22

Wednesday, Mar 23

Thursday, Mar 24 Friday, Mar 25

Hot Dog on a Bun
Baked Beans
Peas
Applesauce

Spaghetti w/meat sauce
Green Salad
1/2 Banana
Cookie

Hamburger on a Bun
French Fries
Carrots w/ranch
Apricots

Cheese Quesadilla
Tater Barrels
Corn
Peaches

Pancakes
Scrambled Eggs w/spinach
Potato Triangles
Orange Wedges

Helpers:
10:30 Veronica Ramirez
11:30 Shannon Hafner

Helpers:
10:30 Jeremy Becker
11:30 Jeremy Becker

Helpers:
10:30 Meghan Blaylock
11:30 Maria Rios

Helpers:
10:30 Erin Dudden
11:30 Jeremy Becker

Helpers:
10:30 Kristin Schiff
11:30 Isabel Moreno

What’s Happening at St. Agnes School………...
Kindergarten Class
By Teri Ramirez
Starting this month in kindergarten, one of the activities that each child will get to participate in is taking
our class pet home. Each child will get to take our stuffed owl home and take care of him. His name is Bob. In the
past, our pet has been to the movies, the store and out to eat at numerous places. Each child will then write in a
journal and tell the class of his adventures. The kids love this and have a blast with him, and they probably do not
even know that they are learning too!
We have also started our embryology unit, which is not only a kindergarten favorite, but a whole school
favorite, because when our chicks are born the whole school is in our room checking out our babies. With this
unit, we are going to watch and track the development of baby chicks from how they grow inside an egg, to
watching them hatch. Every student will keep a journal and write about the chicks and their experiences during
this process. This is a fun and educational unit that I love doing with my kindergartners, and they are super
excited this year.

Fourth Grade Class
By Kristi Becker
I cannot believe this is already the fourth quarter! This year has
flown by! We recently held out first Fourth Grade Book Tasting. Like a
tasting of food at a restaurant, students got to “sample” 6 novels to
see what they wanted their next book club book to be. Students
enjoyed the themed activity, which included reflecting on the book,
rating the book and of course, eating cupcakes! All students happily
were able to join a book club of their top pick book from the book
tasting!
We are entering our last section of our states and capitals unit.
Students are enjoying creating google slide shows about their states
they are researching. They are currently presenting them to the class. We also appreciated
going back to the Scottsbluff Public Library to research. Once finished with the Midwest
states, we will be moving onto our infamous Oregon Trail Unit.
In religion, we recently spent time focusing on Lent.
Students created lapbooks all about their Lenten Journey. We
look forward to reflecting during this Easter season.
It has been a busy couple of weeks, and I know the kids
are looking forward to all the end of year units and activities!

